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Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM THE 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 


C H A P. XXXVIII. 

The Confular State of Rome, from the Begin- 
ning of that Government , tq the Burning of 
the City by the Gauls, 

SECT. I. 

From the Expu^on of the Far quins to the Death of 
Coriolanus. * 

♦ 

R ome enjoyed profound peace in the beginning The ^99 
of the new government. The army which had afidp^ai 
ferved undei Tarquin before Ardea, naving re- f^ear^\ 
turned to the city, the confuls, fufpetting they might ^ 
prefcrve fome inclination for their general, called them 
together in the Campus Martins; and, after having ex- 
horted them to concord, caufed the decree which was ^ranf 
palfed againfl; the Tarquins, to be renewed in,their pre- other^M 
fence. Then the confuls, {landing before the altars on 
which the entrails of the vi£lims had ofFered, took 
an oath, in the name of their children, and all their pof- 
terity, that they would nevey replace either Tarquin, or 
his fons, or aay of Jiis family, on tihe throne, nor crpate 
any^thcr king of Ro^c, nor jfi^r any to be ele£led. The 
’▼ni. X. 'B;-. :v'’ 
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people havtiijfjisi^n the fame oath, “*^6^ procecflcd to the 
deflion of facrorum, when Manius Papirius, a 

man of patri^an jextradion, was, by the fufFrages of the 
|)eople, raifed^iV^ firft to that dignity. The confuls, hav- 
ing now nothlWg to fear from the people, who w^erc re- 
ftored to alKtheir ancient rights, employed themfelves in 
fccuring the fenators, among whon| Valerius had great 
intereid. He had expelled to be named conful at the 
fii'fl; elt^^ftion ■, and the preference given to Collatinus had 
diTphafid him to fuch a degree, that he had Sbfented 
liimfelf ifinm the fenale, and began to be fufpe£lcd of 
favouring^ the banifhed hing : but the public apprehenfion 
leafed, w\’hcn be appeared in the' fenate ou the day ap- 
pointed fci>r the fenators to take the fame oalh which the 
people ha^^ taken. He then fignalized anew his love for 
liberty, anefi fwore the firft, that he would never favour 
the pretenfioipS of the Tarquins, nor fufl'er them, or any 
other, ever reign at Rome ^ 

While thelT mcafures w'cre taken at Rome, Tarquin 
was not ifllc. J He had made Tarquiiiii, in Hetruria, his 
place of relidtnce, and prevailed upon the inhabitants to 
fend an to Rome, with a letter from him to thtr 

Pioni.in pe.,/f)le. 'i’hu nmbaftadors delivered the letter fo 
the fena^c, demriiRUiig that it might be read to the peo- 
ple aft^iiihlci! ill the comitia. But Valerius ftrenuoufly 
opposed this denriiid, as daiigCTous to the coinraonwealth, 
af jfl by his iiuereft in the fenate defeated the firft attempt 
r'of the ai tlul 'rarquin. As this body of the new comp- 
inonweaUh. was above all others cut^erned to exclude 
kings, by whom they had been kept iri a ftate of depen- 
dencef the coiiluls thought it neeeffary to reftore the fe- 
nate to its ancient mujcfliy, and to conciliate the refpedt 
of tin; people, as well by the number of the fenators as 
by tluir dignity. With tbii. viev\ the ancient number of 
three humlred was once r+nne completed, by filling up 
the vacant places with men ot prudence and intereft', 
cholcn from among iiie Roman knights. Thefc new fe- 
nators 'were called conicripti ; that is, perfons written or 
enrolled on the fume lilt; for they were added to the old 
, fenators. 

Though Tarquin hlmfelf was hated both by the peo- 
ple and patrici^s, a great number of young debauchees 
cfpoufed the intereft of his fons. The Tarquins, build- 
ing their hopes on thefe young noblemen, who legretted 


* Dion. Hal. lib. v. p. 177, 37?. 
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the lofs of their cOmpEThionsy and tifc of their ; 

extravagaace, prevailed with the Tarquimenfes to fcild a 
fecond embafly to Rome, under |rretenCc of demanding 
the eftates of the exiles, but in reality to excite a faction 
againft the confuls. The ambafladors, being admitted 
into the fenate, fpoke with great modefty and referve ; 
they only defired, that the king’s paternal eftatc might be 
rellored to him, that part of it at leaft which had been 
tranfmitted to him by his grandfather Tarqiiinius Prifeus, 
who had deferved no ill treatment at their hands. Colla- 
tinus declared for complying with the demand, ftiice the 
king promifed, in cafe it was complied with, never to at- 
tempt the recovery of the kingdom by force of arms. But 
Brutus oppofed the^demand^ thinking it no good policy 
to fiirnifki an enemy with money, which would undoubtedly 
be employed againll themfelves. The affair being at lalt 
referred to the people, it was carried by one vote in the 
comitia, that the Tarquins fhould be put in pofTeffion of 
their paternal eftates 

While the people were employed in loading carriages 
with the cffedls of the exiles, and felling w’hat could not 
be carried off, the ambafiadors embraced that opportunity 
to engage fome young noblemen in a plot againll the 
confuls. Among thefe were three of the AquiJian fa- 
mily, the fons of CollaHnus’ filler, and two Vitellii, whofe 
filter Brutus had married. The latter engaged in the 
fame confpiracy Titus and Tiberius, the two fons of Bru- 
tus. The confpirators met at the houfe of the Aquilii j 
and there the refoljution of putting the confuls to death, 
and letting the TarCjuins into the city by night, was taken, 
in prefence of the ambaflhilors. They bound themfelves 
by folemn oaths, with the detcllable ceremony of chink- 
ing the blood of a murdered man, and fwearing over his 
yet quivering entrails, that they would do all that lay 
in their power to dellioy the confuls, and rehore Ihe king. 
After this execrable ceremony, each of them wrote a let- 
ter to the king, as an authentic proof of their zeal for his 
intereft, and put them into the hands of his ambaifadorvS. 
But notwithftanding all the precaution ufed by the con- 
fpirators to keep the fecret from their fervants, Vindicius, 
or, as Plutarch calls him, Vindex, a Have of the Aquilii, 
fufpedling his mailer’s defign, llaid at |^e door of the 
apartment, and, through a crevice, faw all the myfteries 

^ Dion. Halic. ibid, p, 178 — a88. Li v. lib ii. cap, 3, 5. Plut, 
in Poplic, * 
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confpiracy. Howcrer, be Vas alrafd to^ifclore 
||0e fedrct to cither of the confal?) apprehending, that 
to his fons, and Cdllatlnus, to fecute the 
li^^s of his nephews, rnight think fit to deftroy the fingic 
i^idence of their crime. He went, therefore, to P. Va- 
lerios, whofe houfe was always open to, the meaneft of 
the people, and rev^ealcd all thofe particulars. Valerius 
took the flave under his proteftion j and, having fhut him 
up in an apartment, under the care of his wife, went 
OUt,;attendcd by his friends, clients, and domeftics, whom 
diviefed into two bands ; one he pofted, under the 
conduft'of his brother M, Valerius, at the entrance of 
the houfe of the Aquilii ; while hitnfelf, with a ftrong 
^ard, entered the apartment of thfc* ambailadors, who 
lodged id the fame houfe, and there found and feized the 
letters, which the confpirators had written the night be- 
fore. As he was coming out, he met the Aquilii ; who, 
being furprifed to fee him, and fufpe£l:ing that their let- 
ters were feized, endeavoured to force them from him. 
But all their endeavours were in vain ; Valerius not only 
kept them, but, with the afliftance of his attendants, took 
the principal of ihe confpirators prifoners. M. Valerius, 
his brother, had alfo the good fortune td intercept other 
letters, concealed among fomc deaths which the domef- 
tics* of the Aquilii were carrying away 

Early next morning the people were fummoncd to the 
comitia, whpre Brutus and his colleague fat on the tri- 
bunal of juflice. The prifOners, bdng brought before 
their judges, were, one after another, ;ticd to (lakes, with 
their hands bound behind them. This was fo melancholy 
d fight, that the people could fcarce refrain from tears, 
when they beheld, in that condition, the fdns .of Brutus, ^ 
whom they looked upon as their deliverer. But Brutus, 
w^lthout betraying the lead concern, began the trial w'ith 
the examination of his fons. Vindicius appeared againft 
them j and his teflimony was found unanfw^erablc. Then 
Brutus ordered the letters to be read, which his fons had 
w ritten to the TarqUins. The proof being clear, the pri- 
fOners made no defence, hut wdth their tears, “ Titus, 
(faid he, fpeaking coldly to the two prifoners, without 
calling them fons), and you, Tiberius, wljat have you to 
offer in your ddf^cc ?'’ When they were thrice called 
upon to make ihcir defence, tears were ftill their only an- 
fwen The greater part of the auditors were moved with 

c Dion. Hal. Liv.ibid. Plut, in Foplic, 
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rompafiion, and axonfufed murmur of “ Banlfli tbeiUi 
banifli them/' was heard among the fenators. Collatii^i 
wept; and Valerius, fevere as he was, did not utter a 
word. This favourable dlfpoOtion gave the two guilty 
youths fome hopes ; Vhilo^ the whole a^embly trembled| 
and expefted the deofion with horror. 

As the two criminals offered nothing in their defence^ 
Brutus at length rofe up to give fentence : upon Which 
enfued a profound filence, every one being concejrncfi £q^ . 
the young men, as for their own children. Bui|^Brutq$) 
with a determined air, and fteady voice, turning ^o aIT*! 
lidlors, who were the executioners, To yoUr liitor^ 
faid he, I deliver them; execute the law.” At thefc 
words a loud fliriek was heard in the’ alTembly ^ di(lre& 
appeared in every face ; and the mournful looks of thu* 
people pleaded for pity; but the conful (hewing no regard 
to their tears, the whole affembiy exclaimed with one 
voice, “ We give them back to their country, <and to 
theii" family.” Neither thefe interceflions, nor the la-«> 
mentations of the young men, who called upon their far- 
ther with the moft endearing names, could foften Ae in- 
flexible judge : he would not even abate of the punifh- 
ment, which Was, in fuch cafes, inflicted on the greateft 
criminals-. The liftors, having ftripped them naked^ 
and tied their hands behind them, firlt beat them with 
rods, then ftrUek off their heads, Brutus all the while be- 
holding the bloody fpeftacle with a ftedfaft look, and un- 
altered countenance. This execution being performed, 
he came down from the tribunal, quitted the comitia, and 
left the reft of the criminals to the difcrction of his col- 
league 

CoUatinus, inclined to fpare his nephewsj allowed them 
one day to clear themfelves ; and even ordered that Vin- 
dicius fhould be taken out of the hands of the accufers, 
and delivered up to his mafters. This ftep roufed tb^ 
zeal of Valerius, who had promifed to protect the evi- 
dence. The Tnftors attempted in*vain to force the im- 
portant witnefs from him C and the people called for Bru- 
ths, infj fling upon his coming back to the comitia. This 
inflexible patriot, without having betrayed the Icaft mark 
of human infirmity, appeared again, and, afeending the 
tribunal, told the multitude, that what he had done was 
by virtue of his paternal authority over bis children ;.but 
that, for the reft of the delini^uents, it belonged to them 

* Dion. Hal. £: Plut. ibid. Liv* lib. il. cap. 5. 
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to determine their . fate, and eitlier condemn his fevcrity 
by inftances of lenity, or approve his Brrnricfs, by exam- 
ples of juflice. , 

Thus three articles of great importance to the riling 
commonwealth were left tp the decifion of the curitc ; 
to wit, j. What punifhment Ihpuld be inflifted on the reft 
of the confpirators. a. What punifhment the , amhafla- 
dors of the .Tarquinienfes had deferved. 3. What re- 
ward fhould be given to the difcoverer of the confpirary. 
As to the firll, they determined, that the confpirators 
ihould, without exception, fuffer as rebels; which decree 
was accordingly executed. As to the feconj, the ambafr 
fadors were fparcd from refpeft to the law of nations. In 
the thirdpplace, it was decreed, that Vindiclus fhould en- 
joy that liberty w^hich he had fe.cured to the Romans (A) ; 

and 

(A) It is commonly bcllev- head, , faid to the prsetor, 
cd, that the Latin phrafe, “ Hunc hominvim liberum effe 
vlndicarein liberrarein,*That volo,’^ I dciirethis man may 
is, “ to fet free,*' had its rife be illade free j*’ he then took 
from the name of Vindicius. him by the hand, and immc- 
Somq, indeed, derive it from diately let go his hold ; whence 
the word <vindiB(ty which fig- came the Latin word manu- 
tiifics a z\jand^ with which the milfio, and the phrafe ‘‘ e ma- 
praetor ufed to firlke the'flave nu emittere.** Theri he gave 
whofe mafier was difpofed to him a blow on the cheek, and 
fet him at liberty. But pro- prefentedhim to the conAd nr 
bably, the yindiffa, or wand prater, who, after ITriking him 
. itielf, took its name from Viji' gently with his vindidta nr 
”flicius. The ceremony of wand, pronounced thefe words, 
granting freedoms publicly was ‘‘ Alo te liberum ciTe innre 
thus performed : the fl^ve was Qniritium : I pronounce thee 
brought betore the conful, and, tree, according to the ciif- 
in alter agee, before the prae- tom of the Romans.” Hence 
tor, by his mafier ; who, lay- Perfuis, 
his hand upon his Have’s 

Vlndldta poflquajp meus a^pr*tore recefii. 

When dubbM a freeman by rhe prictor’s wand, 

I walk’d at large, and atinyowu command. 

This ceremxJny being ertded, the cap w'as pertormed in the 
the flave was regiftered upon temple of Feronfa, thegoddefs 
the roll of freed -men. Then of freed- men. in this temple 
he was fliared, and received a there was a feat of fione with 
cap, in token oK his liberty, this infeription ; 

J5ut this ceremony of taking ^ 

Bencmeri^i f^rvi ftdeant, furgant lib^Vi. ^ 

Be feated, worthy (laves, vvhilc freemen ftand. , 

*• " Tht 
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befideSj that he fholjld be reward(Bid with all the pri- 
^Icges of a Roman citi^eil» and with twenty- five thou- 
fapd afes of brafs, to be paid him out of the public trea- 
fury. Though the people had' formerly decreed, that the 
eflates of the Tarquins fhould be reftored to them, the 
fenate refufed to the declared enemies of Rome thnfe 
means which they dcfigned to make ufe of for its deftruc- 
tion 5 ft) |l;iat their palace, Y^th its beautiful portico, was 
deftroyed^ and their lands were difln'lnited among thofe 
indigent citizens who had norte of their own. The public 
kept only a piece of ground, lying between the city and 
the rt'iber, bordering on the Campusv^artius, which the 
king had, by an incroachment on the city, added to his 
demefnes^ aiid cultivated fyr his own profit. This piece 
lof ground was confccrated to Mars^ and became afterwards 
a Qpmrri^ field/ w^re thelRoman youth exercifed them- 
felves in running and wreftlingi After the field was con - 
fecrated, the Romans fcrupled making any advantage of the 
cqtn which they found ready reaped to their hands ^ and 
■therefore threw it, together w^h the trees which encom- 
pafTed the field, into the Tiber, The wat^rif beihg at that 
tinle being*:Ver]rlow, tliLC trees, and llieaves of corn, flop- 
ping in a muddy place, began to form that ifland, which, 
from ^he many temples built on it, was afterwards called 
ithe Holy Ifland ® (B). 

Dion. Hal. &PJuf. ibid. Liv. lib. v. 

Tl^ pilelis, or cap, was, a- to the fenatorial dignity (i). 
inong the Roma^, is well From thefe two manners of 
known, a ^nibdi of liberty, conferring freedom came the 
Another way of conferring free- Latin expreffions, V liber raa. 
dom was by tefllament : a flave nurmfllone, liber teflamento.'' 
was faid to be free by teftament, (fi) The Romans built fc- 
when his mafter, in confidera- veral temples^ on the ifland, 
tioii of his faithful fervice, had particularly three frequently 
left him free by his laft will, fpoken of by the ancients; 
This kind of liberfi, or freed- namely, one^ dedicated to Fau- 
men, were ftylcd orcini, be- nus, another to Jupiter, and 
-ca Life their mafters gone che third to iEfculapius, which 

to orcus, or the re-' was a very magnificent flruC- 

gions. In allulion to cuf- turc- From ' thefe temples it 
tom, thofe fenators were mer- was called the Sacred lUnnu. 
riiy diftinguiflied by tte, name , It was joined to the city, and 
qffenatores orcini^, Upon to the Janiculum, by two 
the death of Juliui Csefar, bridges, whence it too|( the 
tbrufl theii>feJv^3 inm the^ fe- name aC|^e Ifland of the Two 
5hate, withbfit ^y juft claim Bridges? 

{■) Sueti'jn Oflav. 
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\Tutusftirs In the meantime* the weakn^ which Collatinus had 
\p the peo- betrayed at the trial of th« confpirators, had turned th0 

Uagai»ft fyfp 

i cions which thfc people entertained of him, into ha- 
tred ; and Brutus took advantage of the difpolition of the 
multitude to get him depofed. In a numerous aflcmbly 
of the people, he bitterly inveighed agalnft hioii as if he 
had attempted the deftruftion of that liberty which his 
honour obliged him to defend. He ended his harangue 
with thefe words ; “ His foliciting .to reft ore to' the ene- 
mies of Rome their eftates, and to grant impunity to cruel 
confpirators, have unmafked a partifan of the Tarquins, 
concealed under the appearance-of a conful. Let us pre- 
vent, O Romans, the evils which a domeftic enemy is 
preparing for us. Let us deprive him of 'that authority 
which he abufes, and wreft that fword out of his hand 
with which he threatens us. In my judgment ho^ought to 
be depofed. I therefore order you to aflemble ty curise, 
to determine by your fuffrages, whether Collatinus or 
Brutus is to be your conful. You cannot have both 
I, from this moment, renounce the ccnfullhip, if Colla- 
tihus is to (h»f^ the government with me.’’ Thefe wotds 
made fo deep an impreffion on the minds of ,the people, 
that they would not hear Collatinus when he began to 
fpeak in his own defence. His only refourCe was to for- 
bid ihe people, by virtue of his authority as conful, , to 
hold the ^flembly his colleague had appointed.^ This 
prohibition w-as a new provocation, which railed the in- 
dignation of the people to fuch a height, that they cried 
out to have their votes iiiftantly takeny ainl'were going to 
deppfe Collatinus with ignominy, and banifli him by a 

f 'jublic decree j but Spurius LucreUus, his father-in-law, 
laving obtained leave df the confuls to fpenk to the aftem- 
lily, advifed Collatinus voluntarily to refign into the hands 
of the people that authority he bad received from them. 
Then he eJihorted Brutus not to infift on the difgraceful 
baniflimcnt of a colleague, who, jointly with him, had 
been one of the principal authors of. the common liberty-, 
adding, that if Collatinfis (hould, pf his own accord, di- 
Vfll himfelf of the confulfhip, it wliuld be but reafonable, 
that the Romans fhould mitigate the uneafinefs of his vo- 
lii’itary retirement by their liberality, fo as to enable him, 
to lupport the dignity of a Roman"^r]fui in his retire- 
ment. This advice was received wuth univerfal applaufe. 
Colfatinus reflgned the conful (hip f Brutus, after 
having commendfitt his wifdom, to ftew tbat hf had 
no ptrfonal procured him a prifenV of twenty 
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talents oat of the public trcafu^, to which be added five 
talents of his own. Collatinus retired to Lavinium, where 
he led a quiet life, and died in a very advanced age ^(C). 

Brutus, that the people might h^ve no room to fufpeft 
he intended to gavern fmgly, immediately aflembled the^ 
people by centuries in the Campus Martins, for the elec- 
tion of a new conful, when Publius Valerius was chofen, 
a man remarkable for his eloquence, for the talent of re- 
conciling differences, exceffive abftemioufnefs, feverity 
to himfelf, and compaflipn for the miferies of other mei\. 
As the two confuls were equally eminent for their love of 
virtue, and of the public good, there was a perfect harmony 
between them. They began their adminillration by pall- 
ing a la^, which granted a general amnefty to all thofe 
who had followed the fortune of the Tarquins, provided 
they returned to the city within twenty days. This wife 
precaution deprived the banifhed king of a great number 
of friends and foldicrs, and brought back to Rome many 
perfons of eminent parte s. However, Tarquin was not 
ib difeouraged by the defertiqp of the Romans, as to lofe 
all hopes of recovering the kingdom, andvOf obtaining by 
force what he could not efFe£f by ftratagem : he had re- 
courfe to the Veientes, the old enemies of the Romans; 
and, having engaged them, and the Tarquinienfes, to unite 
their forces in fupport of his caufe, advanced towards 
Rome. The confuls, without delay, marched out to 
meet him : Brutus commanded the horfe, and Valerius 
the foot, drawn up in a fquare battalion. When the two 
armies were in fight of each other, a motion was made on 
both fides to begin the orifet. Brutus advanced with his 
cavalry; and Arunx, one of 'Tarquin’s fons, at the fame 
time, came forward, at the head of the enemy’s horfe, 
Aruu:>: no fooner discovered Brutus, attended by the lie- 
tors, than, inflamed with rage, he cried out, There he 
is, the enemy of my family, the ufurper of my father’s 
throne.’^ So faying, he puflied on his horfe ; and Brutus 
Hew to njeet him. As the two champions were hurried 
on more by hatred and rage than the love of glory, paflion 
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f Dion. Hal, p. z86, Liv. lib, ii. cap, ». Plut. ibid. E Dinn. 

Hal. p, 

(C) DlonyCus of Halicarnaf- ing his relation of thefe tranf- 
fus differs in his account of this aaions more agreeable to th« 
whole matter from Plutarch; temper of Brutus, 
nrhom we haVe followed, think* 
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left no room on either fide for fkill and precaution : they 
ruflied on to the encounter with ’fuch fury, that they 
were both run through the body. Their horfes meeting 
e^ch other with a violent fhock, threw their dying riders ; 
^nd the death of thefe generals was the prelude to the 
battle, which continued till night with dubious fuccefs : 
for it was not known in either camp which fide iiad gain- 
ed the viftory, or which had loft the greater number of 
men ; but, in the night, the Hetrurians, being terrified 
by a voice proceeding from the neighbouring woods of 
Arfia, declaring the Romans conquerors (without doubt 
a ftratagem of Valerius), abandoned their camp iq great 
confufion, and returned into their own country. Then 
Valerius, j^cmaining mafter of the field, plundered the 
enemy’s camp ; and, having caufed the flain to be num- 
bered, found that the Hetrurians had loft eleven thoufand 
three hundred men, and the Romans but one man ftiort 
of that number 

For this victory Valerius triumphed on his return to the 
city. Soon after he buried jjis colleague Brutus with great 
pomp ■, and gave Rome the firft example of thofe funeral 
orations, which were after made in commendation of 
great men- The women diftinguifhed themfelves on this 
occafion for, looking upon Brutus as the avenger of the 
honour of their fex, they mourned for him a whole year 
(D). As Valerius deferred for fome time convening the 
centuries for the ere 451 ion of a new conful, the Romans, 
who carried iheir love of liberty to excefs, began to put a 
bad coiiUructioii upon his delays j and their jealoufy was, 

^ Idem ibid. 

the kingdom. The Romans 
afterwaiSs ereLded his ihitue in 
the Capitol, where he was placr 
ed in the midft of the kings of 
Rome, with a naked fword in 
his hand. It plainly appears, 
that hef left no iflue ; and yet 
Tuilly mentions Lucius Brutus, 
one of the chief confpiratori 
againft Civfar, as lineally dcr 
feended fi Din the fird conful ; 
but herein he is contradiideJ 
by moll of the ancients, who 
tell us, that Junius Brutus left 
DO children behind him, * 

in 


Brut us is defervedly 
count et), by all the ancients, 
ainoijg the molt illuftrious he- 
roes we find meiytioned in hif- 
tory. He reltored liberty to 
his country, fecured it with 
the blood ot his own fons, and 
died in defending it ug iliiil an 
ulurper. The Romaut. looked 
upoji him as a fccond lounder 
of their city, and owned,' that 
lie had undergone more hard- 
Iliips and dangers in ellablJfli- 
ing the commonwealth, than 
Romulus had done in founding 
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In fome meafure, countenanced by his buildings at that 
time a fine houfe, on a- fteep part of the hill Palntlnus, 
which commanded the forum. But Valerius, being in- 
formed of their uneafinefs, caufed the houfe to be level- 
ed with the ground the very next night. Having called 
the people together as foon as it was day, he expoftulated 
with them on their groundlefs fufpicions, defircd them to 
view the ruins of that building which had given them um- 
brage, and told them, that he defigned to fix his habita- 
tion in the valley, that they might, from the top of the 
hill, crulh him with ftones, if he was ilill the objefl of 
their jealoi^fy. When he had ended his fpeech, he or- 
dered the comitia to alTemble for the cleffion of a new 
confuL On this occafion, Rome exhibited another proof 
of her gratitude to the firft authors of her liberty: for 
Sp. Lucretius, the father of Lucrctia, was unanimoufly 
chofen to fiiccecd Brutus, He was the only perfon re- 
maining unrevv^arded of tfie four patricians, who had 
bound themfelves by oath, to deliver their country from fla- 
very : he was therefore named for the confular dignity. 

But the new conful died a few days after his eleftion •, fo 
that Valerius was once more foie governor. Arid now Valerius 
the many proofs, which he gave the people of his zeal for gets the 
their intered, gained him the name of Poplicola, or Po- name qJ 
pillar; Mddch he ever after retained. He began his ad- Poplicoia, 
miniftration by ordering the axes, which were fo apt to 
ftrike terror, to be taken out of the fafees, which he oblig- 
ed the liflors to lower in the afTemblies of the people. 

He made feveral laws in favour of the people, Avhich His laws 
greatly retrenched the confular power ; by one he allowed injavour 
an appeal from the confuls to the people; by another he 
exempted artificers, widows, and old men, who had no ^ - 

children to relieve them, from paying tribute : a third law 
preferibed an vibfolutc fubmiflion to the orders of the con- 
fuls ; but limited the fine laid upon thofe, who difobeyed 
them, to the value of five oxen, and two rams. He alfo 
publiflied a fourth, making it lawful to kill, Muthout 
waiting for a legal condemnation, any perfon who fhould 
afpire to the fovereign power. Impunity was promifed to 
the murderer, provided he could prove the ill defigns of 
the perfon he had killed. The Ia(t law he enafled was 
with relation to the public money, which he ordered to 
be from his own houfe to the temple of Saturn, 

where lit was committed to the care of two fenators of 
probity, chofen by the people, iind afterwards called tjuaef- 

tors* 
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tors ' (E). Poplicola had no fooner enafled thefe laws^ 
and made feveral other regulations very advantageous for 

the 


* I/iv. lib. ii. cap. 7, & 8. 
Poplic. p. 102, 103. 

(E) According to Plutarch, 
there were no quxftors in 
Rome till Poplicola’s time; and 
this office was originally an- 
nexed to that of the confuls, 
or rather a branch of it. But 
Ulpian, on the contrary, pre- 
tends, and quotes feveral au- 
thors to fupport his opinion, 
that there were quzlloi'S even in 
Tullus Hoflillus’s reign. To 
reconcile thefe two opinions, 
it is to be obferved, that the 
name of quaeftors among the 
Romans had two different hg- 
nlfications : fometlities it lig- 
nified commiffioners, by whom 
capital crimes were cognizable; 
■and fometimes magiffrates who 
were put in commiffion for 
managing the public money. 
Ulpian might fpeak of the 
fr M iller fort of quielfors, as be- 
ing in the Time of the kings ; 
and Plutarch of the other, 
which was introduced by Po- 
plicola in the time of the com- 
monwealth. The office of the 
qii^rllors was to take care of 
the public treafure, for which 
they were accountable when 
their year was out (for their 
office lafred no longer) ; to luc- 
nilh the neccffkry Aims for the 
fcrvice of the public ; and to 
receive amballiidors, attend 
them, and provide them with 
lodgings, and other nccellkries. 
When the army returned from 
any war, the military enligns 
were put into their hands, to 


Dion. Hal. libi v. p. 29X. Plat, in 

be depolited by them m the 
.temple of Saturn, A general 
could not obtain the honours 
of a triumph, till he had given 
them a faithful account of the 
fpoils taken from the enemy, 
and fworn to it. Though the 
quseftors had no jurifdiffion, 
that is, could not cite any per- 
fon to appear before them, or 
imprifon a man, and might be 
lummoned to appear before 
the prator ; Neque vo- 
Ationem, neque prehenlio- 
ncin habebant, atque ad pra?- 
torem in jus vocari poterant,’^ 
(Aiys Aulus Geliius (i); yet 
the moft illuftrious patricians, 
.and even thofe who had been 
confub, did not think this of- 
fice * .cath them. We find 
in tnc ancient annals, that Ti- 
tus OuinfliLis Capitolinus, and 
AI. Valerius, were jqua^'’ >rs, 
alter they had enjoyed the ho- 
nour of the confulfliip three 
times. Cato the elder accepted 
the qiiilloiffiip after he had 
triumphed, and difeharged the 
firll and mofl honourable em- 
ployments ot the republic. 
There were at firlf two qua^f- 
torc only, and thofe of the pa- 
trician order ; but, as their 
bufinels encreafed, it was 
thought advife.ible to create 
two mdre, whofe province was 
confined to the paying of the 
armies abroad, and the felling 
of the plunder boo;y. 

When this rcgulatid^|ii||eHme to 

b« 


(1) Aul. Gel. lib. xii. cap. 15. 
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the people, than he aflembled the comitia for t,he election 
of a new confu], which he had deferred, only becaufe he 

appre- 


he pa(Ted into a law by the peo- 
ple, the tribunes infilled, that 
it fhould not pafs but upon 
condition, that two ot the four 
quailtors fhould be plcbeians- 
This demand the feiiate and 
confuls oppofed at firft ; but 
were at length obliged to yield 
to the demands of the tribunes. 
Thefe new quaeftors were call- 
ed quceflores confulares, mi-, 
litares, and peiegrini. They 
attended the Roman armies, 
paid the troops, and fold the 
fpoils and prifoners taken from 
the enemy- The other quaef- 
tors were called quaetlores aera- 
rii and urbani, becaufe they 
were qua^llors of the trealury, 
and redded at Rome. In the 
Jail conful/hip of Fabius Gur- 
jres, that is, about the. vear of 
Rome 488, the great 11.. ' <e 

of the republic caufed the 
numbei of the quasilors to be 
doulV^ l- The four new ones 
were called provincial qviaef- 
tars ; and each of them had 
his province where he refided ; 
thofe parts of Italy, which were 
fubieT to Rome, being divided 
into four lar^e provinces or di- 
lli lifts - The provincial qiisef- 
rors were afterwards multipli- 
ed, in proportion as the re- 
public enlarged her conquells^ 
The military quseftors, and 
the urbani, or thofe who re- 
hded in Rome, had neither 
curule chairs, , nor li( 5 tcrs, nor 
npparitores, nor any other 
marks of dlftin^Iion annexed 
to their offi^ ; nay, they were 
obliged to appear before the 
praetor, when fummoned by the 
jheanell of the citizens; but 


the provincial quarflors, to in- 
creafe the hate of the Roman 
people, werealloived to appear 
in their provinces with the 
pra^texta, and guarded by llc- 
tors with their fnfccs. This 
is plain from feveral paffiges 
in Tully. In his third ora- 
tion againh Verres, “ The 
two Sicilian qu^sflors, (fays he), 
came before me with their 
fafecs and, in his oration 
for Flancius, he acknowlegcs 
it as a favour, that PJancius, 
though then quaeflo]-, came to 
receive him at Dyn haclii mn 
without his lii^lors, and the 
ufual marks of his dignity. 
The office ot the provincial 
qiijufiors was to take the fame 
care ot the rei^enncs of the pro- 
vinces, w'hieh the qu red ores 
aeraril had of the revenues at 
Rome. They were particu- 
larly concerned in all cafes re- 
lating to provirions ; and no 
contraiSt for corn could be made 
without them. The four pro- 
vincial quaiflorfhips were 
fought for by the moft ambi- 
tious, before Rome had ex- 
tended her cGuiqiicfi-s beyond 
Italy ; but when (lie had 
brought rheEafland Wed: under 
fubjedtlon, and great kingdoms 
were become fo many pro- 
vinces, the four Italian ones 
began to be defpiftd. Tiie 
proconfuls and proprsetors, that 
is, the governors of thofe pro- 
vinces and kingdoms, had each 
his quseftor to take care of the 
revenues ; and then the qu^^'- 
torfliips of the large and diflant 
provinces wCre mull greedily 
ib light for by thofe who were 
qualified. 
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apppchervded, tliat a colleague might poffibly oppofe hi9 
defigii of iliminifhing. the confular power. The choice 
fell upon Horatius Pulvillus ; and in a few months after 
his eleiflion, the firft year of the confular power expired. 
Poplicola was chofen again, and with him Was joined 
T. Lucretius, the brother of the faniouB Lucretia. The 
new confuls revived the cenfus and the luftruni, and on 
that occafion, found one hundred and thirty tllOufahd men 
in Rome, who were. at, or paft, the ag€ of puberty 
Vr. of FI, the mean while Poplicola’s fecond confulfhip being 

1S44.. expired, he was chofen a third time, and wdth him Ho- 
Ante Chr. ratius Pulvillus, who had before been eonful for a few 
'll. mouths. During their confulfhip, Porfena, king of the 

fc Dion. Hal. lib. v. p. ^04- Flut. ibid. p. 104. Liv. lib. ii. cap- 

qualified to {land candidates for the comitia by tribes. The 
them. They were there out office of quieftor, though often 
of the fiii;ht of the feiiatc, and difeharg^ by j>errons who had 
fomciimes in rich governmerits, been confuls, was the firll Hep 
where they could raife more to great employments. None 
money, and were more ho- could ftand for the quxftorfhip 
noured and refpe^ted : for this till they attained to a certain 
reafoni w'hcn the quaeftors age; but to determine the ex 
drew lots in the prefence of att age the laws required, is no 
the Roman tribes for the qua?f- eafy matter. Some pretend, 
loiihips, the perfon, to whom that none could undertake this 
any of the Italian ones fell, be- office till they were twenty- 
came the jeft of the people, feven, and quote Polybius in 
“ He goes to the waters,” faid favour of their opinion,- for 
the people j m6aning, that he that author writes (z), that the 
was going to live quietly near quaiftorffiip was not to be ob- 
Ronie, as thofe Romans did,, tained till after ten years fer- 
whb went to Baiffi or Puteoli vice in the army ; and the llo- 
for the waters. Some think mans ufually entered into the 
tliat this proverb allddes to the army at the age of feventeen, 
office of the. Italian quaeftors, Others think, that the age fix- 
who were often obliged ro go ed by the law was twenty -four 
to the fca-ports to colled the or twenty-five. In procefs of 
iinpofta the republic had laid time, when honours -were ob- 
011 exportetl goods. The qiiaif- tained by intrigues and favour, 
tors were firft chofen by the thel'e laws were negleded ; for 
people, and afterwards by the Csfar mnd Pollio w^cre quxf- 
confuls, the quEcftorflilp being tors, as Quintilian informs us 
originally a branch of their of- (3), long before they were of 
fice. In Fully *s time they were the age the law tejjuired. 
again chofen by the people in 

(») Polyb. lib. vi. fo) Quintil, lib, x’li, 

Ludni, 
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Clufiili, one of the twelve nations of. He t run a, being Porfina^ 

gained by the great promifes of Tarqvi^i efpoufed his 

caufc, and, at the head of a prodigious mliftitude of He- 

trumns, advanced to the banks or the Tiber. The firft 

poll he attacked was the fort of the Janiculum, of which oftht^av^ 

he made himfelf mafter, obliging the Romans to retire ?«»w- 

over the bridge into the city- Xhis firft fliock threw them 

into confufion ; but the coiifuls, encouraging their men, 

paft^d the river with the utmoft expeditioii, and drew 

them up in order of battle beyond the bridge. ^^Porfena 

immediately advanced to engage them. The viftory was 

long doubtful j but M. Valerius, Poplicola's brother, and 

T. Lucretius, who were at the head the left wing, be-» 

ing both wounded, and carried out of the field, a general 

terror feized the Roman army. Horatius Codes, a brave The n- 

Roman, having endeavoured in vain to rally the difpirited fnarkabh 

legions, refolved rather to die than abandon his poft. 

Being joined by Sp. Lartius, and T. Heyninius, thefe CqcUsI^’ 
three heroes placed themfelves in the narrow pafs which ' 
led to the bridge ; and there, calling out to the Romans 
to break it down, valiantly oppofed the enemy, till the 
demolition of the bridge was near completed. Thenllo- 
jatius, having prevailed upon his companiohs to crofs tha 
river on a few planks which remained, fuftained for feme 
time alone the attack of ^the enemy. At length, being 
wounded in the thigh, upoh a fignal given him that the 
bridge was quite demoliftied, he leaped into the river, and 
reached the oppofite bank, through a fhower of darts. 

Thus, by the wonderful bravery of one man, were the 
city and republic faved from impending ruin. The whole 
city was-fo fenfible of this fi^rvice, that they all haftened 
to pay theijt acknowlegements to their deliverer. They 
crowned nim at his arrival v carried him on their arms 
from the place where he landed into the city; and created 
his ftatue of brafs in the temple of Vulcan. The fenatfe 
gave him as much land as one plough could enclofe withiu 
a circular furrow in one day; and though there was a 
great fcarcity in Rome, yet the inhabitants, to the num- 
ber of three hundred thoufaiid, alTelTed themfelves to 
m?ke him a prefent of as much provifions a# each of 
them confumed in a day. However, as' Horatius had 
but one eye, whence Ot was furnamed Codes, and con- 
tinued lame the remaining part- of his^ life, thefe defeds 
prevented his ever being cleded cbnful h 

Liv, lib. ii. cap. 9, ig. fib, v, p. z93’-a95. 
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As Porfena wa^ matter of the cotmtryMSi^ both fides of 
the river, it very difficult Ct> find provifions for fp 
great a nuifibeK>f inhabhahts. A famhfe therefoi«^|ii^an 
to be felt, and many of the Indigent pMulacc,^Wldf ih 
ftrth cafes, are the 6rft fufferers, went to leek bread in the 
enemy’s camp; but the confuls fupported the courage -of 
the belt citizens, by aifttring them, thlt ^ convoy of corn 
wo|i1d foort, arrive in the camp from Pometia. Their ex- 
peftations were not difappointed ; fpr many boats loaded 
with cofn fafely entered the port of Rome in the night. 
In a Ihoft time the city again reduced to great diffi- 
culties ; which Porfena having notice of, fent the Roman 
intelligence,* that»he would deliver them from the hunger 
they fuffered, if they would receive their old mafters ; 
but they, notwithftanding their prefent diftrefs, returned 
this anfwcr, That hunger was a lefs evil than flavery 
and oppreflion 

In the> mtan time the confuls formed a fcheme fpr 
drawing the enemy into an ambufeade ; and for that puN 
pofe fpread at Rome a report, which was foon carried into 
^the Het^Jh-lan^amp by the ilavcs who deferted, that the 
"next djjy all the cattle brought thither from the colintrfj 
would be fent to praze in the fields under a guard. iThis 
bait drew the enemy into an ambufh, in which five thou- 
fand of them were cut in pieces : but notwithftanding 
this, aatd fonic other fmall advantages, Rome was almolt 
exhauftecl with fo long a ficge, when Mucius Cordus, a 
young Roman of illuftrious birth, formed € defign, which 
raifed the courage of the people. He obtained the con- 
fent of the confuls and fenatc, to execute a plan which 
he had formed againft thelsnemy. Thus aochorifed, he 
crofled the Tiber in the Herturian habitf entered thjj 
enemy’s camp undifcovere4 mixed with the Hetrurian 
foldiers, whofe bnguage he had learned from his infancy, 
and made his way to the king’s tent. It happened to be 
the^lay on which the troqps were all reviewed and paid ; 
and^^orfena’s fecretary, magnificently drefled, was fitting 
on the fame tribunal with the king, giving audience, and 
re ceivtlh|f petitions. Mucius, ttilftakingbim for the king, 
leaped U^n the tribunal, and with one ftroke of a poig- 
jiard, had concealed uneb/his garment, laid him 
’^^ead at the klrig’s feet. He then\t tempted to make his 
efcape through tbp multitude that flood amazed at fo bold 
mnd unexpeftetT" an attempt; but being feizcd, and 

Pion. ibid- 

^ brought 



*7 


The Roman I0efy* 

f^bro light back to the tribunal, which he had jud ftained with 
blood, Execrable affiiffin (faid the king), who art thou ? 
wheli^COinclt thou ? who are thy accomplices ?” Mucius, 
leCs feMfied than bis judge, replied, “I am a Roman, and 
my name isMucius Cordus. My defign was to cteliverRome 
from her molt cruel enemy i difeharge therefore all thy fury 
upon me. Thou haft been an eye-witnefs of my courage ; 
now try my conftancy with "tortures; and then thou wilt 
be forced to , confefs, that Roman bravery has made me 
capable both of attempting whatever man can do, and fuf- 
fering what human nature can endure.** This refolute 
anfwer filled Porfena with amazement*, hut he was ftill 
more furprifed, when he f^w the Roman, with a fteady 
countenance, thruft his right hand into a pan of burning 
coals, and there hold it for fome time, without fliewing 
any figns of pain. The king's refentment was changed 
into admiration. Porfena granted him his life and liberty, 
and even reftoxed him the dagger which he had intended 
to^ufe againft his life. Mucius, who had now loft the 
ufe of his right hand, took it with his left ; and thence ac- 
quired the furname of Sczvola, that is. Left-handed^, 
Mucius was in his turn charmed with the gcnerolity of 
his enemy; but had the prefence of mind to invent a ftory 
for the fervice of his country. He pretended to difeover 
to the king a plot, which, he feid, was formed at Rome 
againft his life by three hundred young Romans^ all as re- 
Iblute as himfelf, who were dilperfed in the Hetrurian 
camp, and had bound themfelveSj by the moll facred 
oaths, to attempt Ms life one after another, until his death 
fhould be effe£led. Porfena, ftruck with terror at this 
pretendea difcpvery, as foonas Mucius was retired, called 
a council ta deliberate about the means of preferving him- 
felf from the 4anger8 which threatened him. His friends 
and couiifellors fuggefted various precautions ; but none 
of them Teeming fufficient to remove *his uneafinefs, his 
fon Arunx, a great admirer of the Roman virtue, advifed 
him to render all precautions needlefs, by abandoning the 
caufe of a few exiles, and concluding a peace with the 
Romans* His advice made an imprefTion on Porfena ; and 
as the Hetfurians had already^ he^Un to complain of the 
length ®£ the §^g€, he fent deputies to ||^me^ whofe de- 
mands (hewed^ that their mailer had mUch abated ofbis 
former ppeteiilions ; for they did not infift on‘ the refto- 
ratioii of ibe Tarquins, but only on tflR reftitution of their 
eftates, or an ^uivaknt. In regard df their own nation, 

n Liv. lib. iircapri*. Plut. in Poplic, 
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they required the Romans to reinftate the Vcientcs in the 
pofltflion of feven villages, which they )iad taken from 
them in former wars. The ambafladors M^erc revived at 
Rome with joy ; and their demands being hearn in the 
fenate, Pc^licola prevailed upon the fenators to comply 
wilhj^hem ; but the people would not confent to the firlt 
article^ until Porfena fhould have heard the ftrong reafons 
they had to ofFer again ft it,* and then they (they faid), 
would be willing to leavfe it to his arbitration. As to the 
villages, they readily agreed to their being reftored, and 
even olFcred hollages for the performance of this article. 
A truce being agreed on, the Romans fent deputies to 
Phrlena’s camp, to plead their caiife againft the "^rarquins*, 
and with them rhe hoftages they had promifed, ten young 
men, and as many virgins, of the moft jlluftrious families 
in R^ir^e. 

Among thefe were the fons of Hnratius, the confni, 
Valeria, the daughter of Poplirola, and the famous Clae- 
lia. riie reception Porfena gave the Pk.oman envoys, 
raifed the jealoufy of the Tarquins, who, ftill retaining 
their ancient pride, refufed to admit Porfena for a judge 
between them and the Romans. But the king, without 
any regard to their oppofition, refolved to fatisfy himfelf, 
by an exaft inquiry, whether the proteftion he had given 
the Tarquins was juft. Before the caufe was opened be- 
fore the Ptoman deputies, news were brought, that the 
^young women, whom the Romans had fciit as hoftages^ 
had ventured to fwim acrofs the Tiber, and were returned 
to Rome. They had gone to bathe in the river, when 
Cl2elia happening to turn her eyes tovv^ards her native city, 
was fo attracted by the fight, that fhe ventured to fwim 
aej^ofs to the other fide ; and her example being happily 
followed by her companions, they returned in fafety to 
their refpedtive families (F). The return of the hoftages 

" Liv. lib. 11. cap. 13. 

(F) Authors vary as to the dentally found a hoffe, crofted 
clrcLUnftahces of this taift tor the river on horfeback. Por- 
Livy fays, that the'yuung wo- fena having prefented her with 
men crofted the river in fight a tine horfe, might have given 
of the Hetrurians, who lined rife to this faKle. cAn equeflri- 
the ftiore, and itf the midft of an ftatuc was erefted to her 
the darts * which were dif- memory in the Via Sacra, 
charged at them from all parts, which, according to Plntarch, 
Aurelius Vielor and Florus tell was to be feed in his time (j). 
Hs, that Cliclia having acci- 

(i) Plut. in Poplicol. 
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gave the conful Poplicola great uneafinefs, for he tvas 
afraid that this rafh aflion would be imputed to want of 
fidelity in the Romans, To, remove, therefore, all fufpi- 
cions, he fcnt a deputation to the Hetrurian camp, af- 
furing the king, that Rome had no fljare in the foolifh 
attempt of the young women, and promifing to fend them 
immediately back to the camp from whence they hacf fled. 

Porfena was eafily appeafed \ but when it was known that 
the hoftages would fpeedily return, the Tarquins, with- 
out any regard to the truce, or refpedl to the king theif 
proteflor, lay in ambufli on the road to furprife them. 
Poplicola, having put himfelf at tire head of the Roman 
troops who efcorted them, fuftaincd the attack of the Tar- 
quins, though fudden and uncxpcdlcd, till , his daughter 
Valeria rode full fpeed to the Hetrurian carry), and gave 
notice of the danger to which her father and companions 
were expofed 5 and then ^runx, the king’s fon, flying 
with a great body of cavalry to their relief, put the ag-^ 
greflbrs to the rout. 

1 his notorious treachery in the Tarquins gave Porfena 
ftrong fufpicions of the badnefs of their caufe. He there-^ 
fore afl'embled the chief commanders of the Hetrurians, 
and having heard in their prefcncc the complaints of the 
Romans, and the juftification of their proceedings againft: 
the Tarquins, he was fo ftruck with horror at the recital 
of the crimes the Tarquins were charged with, that he 
immediately ordered them to leave his camp, declaring, Porfena 
that he renounced his alliance with them, and would no 
longer afford them the rights of hofpitality. He then 
commanded the ten virgins to be brought before him, and Tarquimx 
enquired who Was the firfl author, and chief manager, 
of their qfqape. They all kept filence, till Clccli^ her- 
felf, With an air of intrepidity, confefl'ed, that fhe alone 
was guilty, and that flie had encouraged the others by her 
advice. Upon this declaration, the king, extolling her 
refolution above the bravery of Horatius, and the intre- 
pidity of Mucius, made her a prefent of a fine horfe, with 
funiptuoua furniture. Then he concluded a peace with andmakei 
the Romans, and reflored to, them all their hoftages, de- 
daring, that their promife was to him fufficient fecurity 
for the performance of the articles p. 

This prince exhibited, before his departure, a farther Hhgrne- 
teftimony of his refpc£t and fricndftiip for the Romans, to tht 
He knew that Rome was greatly diftrelTed for want of 

f Dion* Hal, p. 304. Liv* lib. ii. cap, 13. Plut. ibid. 
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proYiGons', but being afraid to offend the Inhabitants by 
relieving them in .a dirc£i manner, he ordered his foldiers 
to leave behind them their tents and neceffaries, and carry 
nothing with them but their arms. As jbis camp abounded 
with all forts of provifiOns, Rome was thus much re- 
lieved in her wants.. The moveables and com of the He- 
trurians were fold by auftion to private perfohs ; and this 
was the origin of the cuftom of making proclamation by 
a herald, whenever any effc^s belonging to the public 
, were to be fold, in the following words: Thefe are 

Porfena^S goods.” The defign of this expreffion was to 
preferve the memory of that prince's kiudnefs. The fe- 
nate erefted a ftatue of the king near the comitium, and 
fent an embalTy to him with prefenfs, conllfting of a 
throne adorned with ivory, a fceptre,*a crown of gold, 
and a triumphal robe 

After the departure of Ptyfena, the Romans firfl re- 
warded thofe who had diftinguiflied themfcives during 
the Hege, efpecially Mucius ScievoJa, to whom they gave 
•fhetemfyle a large piece of ground belonging to the public. Their 
Jupiter jj^xt care was to (hew their gratitude to the gods, by fome^ 
nuj^c^ife- religion ; and as the temple of Jupiter Capl- 

trated. tolinus had not yet been confecrated, the feiiate ordered 
this ceremony to be performed. It naturally belonged to 
one of the confuls to aft on this occasion ; but it was the 
right of the fenate to appoint which of the confuls lliould 
olhciate. The patricians had been long jealous of the 
glory which Poplicola had acquired in his three conful- 
Ihips ; they therefore, in order to deprive him of this mark 
of diflinftion, ordered him to march out againft fomc 
Latin troops, that committed ravages in the Roman terri- 
tory ; and, in his abfcnce, appointed his colleague, Ho- 
ratius Pulvillus, to perform the ceremony. As he was 
beginning the confecfation, Poplicola’s brother, Marcus, 
cxclaimedi “ I give you notice, that your fon has lofl: his 
life in a battle.’* This inlormation was falfe ; but he 
hoped by thefe words tp interrupt the ceremony. IJora- 
lius, however, without (hewing the Icaft concern, coldly 
replied, Then let him be buried and finifhed the 
confegration Spurius Lartius and T, Herminius, who 
had fo valiantly defended the bridge, were ckofen confuls 
for the next year, which proved a ye^^ of peace. 

The Sa- eanfulftip of M. Valerius, brother to Poplicoh, 

i^ivice and P. Pofthumius, who fucceeded the above mentioned 

deftutedt 

^ . <1 Dion. Hul. p. 203. Liv. Hb. ii. cap- 14. 8i Plat, ibid. * PJut. 

in Puplic. 
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confuls, the Sabines, invading the Roman territories, com- 
mitted great dcvaftations. In confec^uence of this inva- 
fion, the two confuls took the field ; and having divided 
their forces into ip»rt bodies, Pofthuinius, with one of 
them, encamped at a fmall diflance fjom Rome, to pre- 
vent a furprize from the Tarquins, while Valerius polled 
himfelf at Tibur upon the Anio. As the Sabines were 
encamped on the oppofite bank, Valerius, by the advice 
of his brother Poplicola, croifing the river, offered them 
battle; which they no? declining, a bloody engagement 
enfued, wherein Valerius gained fomc advantage with his 
right ; but his left being almoft puflied into the river, he 
was very near lofing the Hattie, when his colleague, who 
had notice of the action, coming feafonably to his relief, 
attacked the enemy in flank, and put them to flight. 

The Sabine troops would have been entirely cut off, if . 
the darknefs had not given them an opportunity to 
efcape. For this viftory the confuls were decreed a tri- 
umph, and they both entered Rome in the fame chariot. 

Valerius is faid to have gained, in the courfe of the fame 
year, a fecond vitlory over the Sabines, and to have killed 
thifteen thoufand of them, without the lofs of one Ro-* 
man. The republic, therefore, as a reward for his 
merit, built a houfe for him; and, to diftinguifli it 
from all others, ordered the door to be fo hung, as to 
open outw^ards to the ftreet ; whereas the doors of nil 
(Other hoiifes opened inwards. As for Pofthumius, he 
was allowed to have a burial-place for himfelf and his fa- 
mily, within the w^alls of P-omc ; a privilege never before 
granted to any citizen 

In the courfe of the next year, when Poplicola was con- Vr. of FL 
ful the fourth time, the Sabines renewed the war. A£liu6 
Claufus, the moft eminent man in Sabinia for riches, va- 
lour, and eloquence, firft retarded their preparations, by u. C. 247, 
fpeaking, in all their diets, againft a war with Rdme ; - 

and then came over to the Romans, with five thoufiind Appius 
families of his friends and dependents. On his arrival at 
Rome, he changed his name to Appius Claudius, was 
immediately declared a patrician, and took his place in 
the fenate. Twenty-fivc acres of land were given hitn in 
fee, and a quarter in the city afligned for his friends and 
followers; to each of whom were granted two acres of 
ground, with all the rights and privileges of Roman citi- 
zens. Thefe donations were made irrevocable dc- 

■ Pint, in Poplic. Plin. lib. xxxvi. cap. 15, 
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cree of the fenate, confirmed by the fuffrages of the peo- 
ple. The houfe of the Claudii became afterwards oiie of 
the moft illuftrious families of Rome ^ 

The Sabines, enraged at the .3^arture of Chufua, 
took the field with a very conCderable army; and it was 
very lucky for Rome, that they determined to ha2ard- a 
batlle before the year of Poplicola’s confulfhip was ex- 
pired, The Sabine army was divided into two bodies, 
one of which encamped in the qpen field near Fideine ; 
the other kept within the walls of that city, to guaid it, 
and fecure a retreat to the former body, in cafe they 
fliould be defeated. On the other hand, the confuls hav- 
ing likewife divided their army into two bodies, marched 
out againft the enemy. Poplicola took poll oppofite the 
Sabines ; while Lucretius, the other conful, encamped 
on an eminence at a fmall diflance from his colleague. 
The Romans M^ere eager to engage immediately, and end 
the dilputc at once by a decifive battle ; but the Sabines, 
not daring to venture an engagement in the day-tirne, re- 
folved to make fi fudden attack on the enemy’s camp in 
night. With this view they prepared great quantities 
of fafeines to fill up the ditch, and fcaling-ladders to 
mount the ramparts. That body of Sabines, which 
guarded Fidenx, v as ordered to march out of the town 
oil the firft fignal, and, fetching a large enmpafs, to lie 
in ambufh behiiul Lucietius’s camp, in order to furprife 
it, w'hen he fiiould march to the aflifiance of his colleague, 
and then charge him in the rear But Poplicola, receiv- 
ing timely intelligence of the enemy’s defigns, inflantly 
difpatchcd his brother Marcus to the other camp, to ac- 
quaint Lucretius with the night-expeditinn refolved upon 
by the Sabines. Roth confuls, having taken the necelTary 
precautions, waited for the enemy, without fullering their 
troops to fhew any marks of fufpedling iheir intentions. 
The Sabine^ marched filently out of their camp before 
niiclnigbt, and drawing near the Roman entrenchment?:, 
filled up the ditch with fafeines, and palled ov&r to fe.ile 
the rampart; but as they advanced to it, they were, with- 
out any noife, dabbed by the Romans, who were drawn 
up in the fpace betw^een the ditch and the rampart. The 
■ fl. High ter continued till the moon rofe, when the Sabines 
difeovering the dead bodies of their companions, and 
the ]|^oman trpops, who had ftrewed the ground with 
^eiu Without being perceived, immediately fled. The 

t Liv. lib. ii, cap, i6. 
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Romans purfued them with loud fliouts ; which being 
heard by Lucretius, he, in his turn, attacked the body 
that lay in ambuih, and gained a complete viftory over 
them. In this aftioa thirteen thoufand Sabines were killed 
on the fpot, and four thoufand two Iiuudred taken pri- 
foners. 

Poplicola, taking advantage of the enemy’s cnnfterna- 
tion, advanced with all his forces to FWena : } and having 
taken the place by a/Tault, put to death the heads of the 
revolt ; but fpared the other inhabitants, obliging tjiem 
only to furrender part of their lands for the fupport of the 
garrifon he left in the city. On his return to Rome, he 
was honoured with a triumph *, but fooii after died, and 
was buried at the expence of the public, as there was not 
found in his houfe money enough to defray the charges 
of his funeral. .He was the moft virtuous citizen, the 
greateft general, and the belt afFe£ted conful to the 
people that Rome had ever produced. He had taken 
more care to tranfmit his virtues to his children, than to 
enrich them with the goods of fortune. The Romans 
thought they could not refufe him a burial-place in the 
city ; and therefore eretled a tomb for him near the^fo- 
rum, and gave his family a right of interment in the fame 
place. But as the Valerii alwayo alFedfed popularity, they , 
never made ufc of this privilege, but contented themfelves 
with carrying the bodies of thofe who died in Rome to 
the fepulchre of the founder of their family, and con.- 
veying them from thence out of the city, where the afhes' 
were depofited in a tomb near the walls. As Poplicola 
had been one of thofe who exerted himfelf in defence of 
the chaftity of the Roman women, they mourned a whole 
year for him, as they had mourned before for Brutus. 
But his greateft glory was comprifed under the name of 
Poplicola (G), which he acquired from his tender regard 
for the people 

The Sabines were no fooner informed of Poplicola’s 
death, than they raifed a more numerous arpy than they 


“ Dion, flahc. lib. ¥< p* 314. 
Poplic. ICM}. 

(G) In fome editions pf the 
Latin Kiftorians we ffeid Pub- 
licola in Head of Poplicola ; 
but the Fafti Capitoiini, Dio- 
pyfiuB of H^liCarnaflus, Plu- 


%AV~ lib. ii. C 4 p. i5. PJiitatcb in 

tarch, and Dio, call him con- 
ftantly Poplicola, which is an 
abbreviation of Populicola, a 
word denoting his regard for 
the people. 

C 4 had 


Fidcn^ 
iah*f hi , 
fhf 
mans. 


Poplicola 


Hh cha^ 
ra^rr. 


The Sa^ 

bines 

new the 
fwarm 



9 ^ 


the Ro- 
mans gain 
a complete 
^i6iory 
them* 


7he Roman Hifiory. 

had levied in preceding years 5 and, having nlade a fuddetl 
incurfion into the Roman territory, advanced to the very 
gates of Rome, P. Pofthumius, who was then conful with 
Menenius Agrippa, being provoked at the infoknee of the 
Sabines, fallied out againft them with a. large body of men, 
drawn together in a tumultuous manner, i The Sabines, as 
foon as he appeared, fled to a ncighbourlngforeft," where 
the main body of their army lay concealed. PolUiumius fol- 
lowed them i but as he drew near the forell, the Sabines 
rallying, faced about, and with loud Ihouts gave the fig- 
nal to the M'holc army to fall upon the conlul’s troops, 
PofthUmius made an obftinate refiftanco; but his men be- 
ing much fatigued, and in diforder, he was obliged to re-^ 
tire with great lofs, To complete his misfortune, he was 
. intercepted in his retreat by a body of iiabme*, podlcd on 
a hill between him and the city; fo that he was forced 
to pafs the night in the open field, furrourided tin all (ides 
by the enemy's troops. As foon as the defeat of Poft- 
humius was kriown at Rome, Menenius Agrippa, the 
other conful, marched at the head of thebraveft youth in 
the city, to the relief of his colleague. But the Sabines^ 
at his approach, retired into their own country whence, 
dated with their late fuccefs, they feiit an infolent mef- 
fage to the Romans, requiring them to receive the king 
they had banifhed ; and to fubmit to the Sabines, by 
whom they bad been conquered. To this demand the 
Romans returned a fuitable anfwer, commanding the Sa- 
• bines to return to their former duty; and to come, in a 
fuppliant manner, to beg pardon for tUeir attempts againft 
the authority of their mailers. After thefe mutual bra- 
vadoes, the confiils on one fide, and the Sabines on the 
other, took the field again with all the forces of their ref- 
pedive ftates. Both ‘armies encamped near Eretum, 
about ten miles from Rome, where they foon came to a 
general engagement, in which Poflhumius, defirous to 
redeem his credit, behaved with extraordinary valour, 
and, together with his colleague, obtained a complete 
vidory. No fooner did the news reach the fenate, than 
they decreed a full triumph for Menenius, and an ova- 
tion (H) for Pofthumius, whofe giftknt behaviour, in the 

late 


(H) Authors differ in their 
, opinions as to the derivation of 
this Word ; fonie derive it from 
r/jf, denoting the <»dqiiraiioA 
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late aftioni had not, in the opinion of the fathcti, fuffi- 
ciently atoned for his mifcarriage in the beginning of the 
war yf. 

The Sabine war continued under the new confuls* 

Sp. Caflius Ufccllinus, and Opiler Virginius Tricoftiu# • 

The former, entering the enemy’s country, defeated them 
in a pitched battle neat Cures, ten thoufand three hun- 
dred of them being killed, and four thoufand taken pri- 
foners. This dofeat obliged them to fue for peace, M^hich, T/teyful^ 
after many fubmiflions,* they purchafed with corn, money, 
and ten thoufand acres of arable land. While Cailhis 
was thus employed againft the Sabines, his^ colleague Vir- 
ginius reduced Cameria, a city in the neighbourhood of 
Alba, which had revoked from the Romans. Having be- 
headed the moll guilty of the inhabitants, he fold the reft 
for flaves, and raaed the city *. 

In the following confullhip of PoftbumuB Cominius, and 7%^ Latint 
T. Lartius, Tarquin, ftill reftlefs, and not yet defpairing of declare pr 
recovering his kingdom by means of his fon-in-law Mami- ^ar* 
lius Odlavius, prevailed upon the Latins, who had hitherto 
Hood neuter, to efpoufe his caufe. During the alarm which 
this refolution occafioncd at Rome, the Tarquins, in concert 
with fome of the inhabitants of Fiden-^, made thcmfelves 
makers of that city. Upon advice of this event, Maniiis 
Tullius, who was raifed this year t8 the confulfliip, w.th 
Servius Sulpltius, marching agaiiift the rebels, clofely 
invefted the place, and reduced it to great ftraits. The 
befieged, in that extremity, implored the aflillance of the 
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tarch refers the origin of this 
word to the kind of viclim, 
which was offered to the gods 
in the ceremony of the ova- 
tion ; for, in the triumph, a 
bull was facrificed in the Ca- 
pital, but in the ovation only 
a fheep fo that, according to 
this writer, ovatio comes from 
the word ofi/zi, fignifylng a 
JJjCcp. The perfon who was 
honoured with an ovation, 
entered Rome on foot, or on 
horfcback, and was attend- 
ed by the fenate only ; his 
crown was of myrtle, not of 
li^urel i and his robe only the 


praetexta, the common h.ihlt 
of magiflrates. The ovatinn 
of Pollhumius, the firfl that 
had been ever feen in Rome, 
is marked in the Falk Capita- 
lini, on the third of the nones 
of April. Two days after, 
Menetiius Agrippa appeared 
with all the magnificence at 
a triumph j being mounted on 
a chariot, feated in a eurule 
chair, clothed with a robe em- 
broidered with palm-branches, 
he was conduced to the Capi- 
tol with the found of trum- 
p^s, atid the acclamations of 
the army and people. 
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Latins; and this folicitation occafioned a general meeting 
of the deputies from the feveral cities of Latium. In 
this aflembly it was debated, whether the Latins flionlu 
declare in favour of the Tarquins and the Ficlciiates, or 
♦ adhere to the ancient treatie between the two ndti-ni. 

hut htfore After long debates, it was refolved, that ,.n embr.ty 
fhoukl be feiit to the Romans with propofa^s, tha 1. 
theffind Aiould receive the Tarquins, after they h ul engrpcd b r 
Suembajfy oath to grant a general amnefty ; and thartli^-y ih. '!{! 

U Rome, the fiege of Fiden'<B. The ambafladors weic dlr^ t b i] 

allow the Romans a Whole year to confide; f the': \c:- 
tures ; and to threaten them with a wair ii* v M v 
fufed to comply with them, The chief vic^A ' , a, 
and his partifans in promoting this ^inb ilFYj ’ t.s i: r 

A eonfpi- that opportunity to raife a fedition in the city, h ct., 
racy j or m- ambafl'adors, therefore, of the Latins he joined feme u 
Mci jyjome emiflaries, who, on their arrival in Rome, fouiv^. 

9wV,r people difpofed to enter into llieir n ..afures^ 

dmijfarus, namely, the Haves, and the meaner eitizens. 

The Haves had formed a confpiracy the year before t 
feize the Capitol, and fet fire to the city, in fevernl quar- 
ters, at the fame time. Bu!: the plot being difcovcred 
thofe who were concerned in k h.id been .»h cruciiier! ; 
and this execution had highly provoked their \vb dc body. 
As for the meaner cfth'cns, w^ho were f^r the jnulr pe/t 
overwhelmed with debt, and cruelly ukd b, rben 
tors, they knew that no change CD’d l happen in 
vernment but to their advantage. Thcfi were !h,c con- 
fpirators pitched upon ; and to thini w<'ec ,,!i gnrd. : c 
following parts to aft : the citizens M^cre Lo i iak 
felves mailers of the ramparts and gates of the rity, at an 
appointed liour of the night, and then to r.ufe a gieat. 
Hiout as a fignal to the Haves, who had engaged to m.if- 
facre their niafters at the fame inllant : the gates of the 
city were then to be opened to the I'arqnins, who were 
to enter Rome while it M^as yet reeking with the blood of 
the fenators. The conTpiracy w'as ripe for cxecutioji, 
when Tarcjuin's principal agents, Publius and Marcus, 
both of his own name and family, were fo terrified vvath 
frightful dreams, that they had not courage enough to 
' proceed in their defign till they had eonfulted a diviner. 
However, they did not difeover to him the confpiracy ; 
but only aHced him in general terms, w'hat fuccefs they 
might e^peft in a projeft they had formed. The footh- 
fayer, without the leaft hefitation, returned the following 
anfwcr : Your projeft wdll end in your ruin ; dilburden 

your- 
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yoiirfelves of fo heavy a load.” Thus exhorted, the Tar- Tnep/wt 
quins went immediately to S. Sulpitius, the only conftll 
then at Rome, and dilcovered the whole defign. The 
eonful greatly commended them, and detained them in 
houfe, til), by private enquiries, he M^as afTured of the 
i util of tl t iT information. Then he aflembled the fenate, 
i ^ ■ : avc ti ' Latin ambailadors their audience of leave, 

:h <0 ani.' jr to their propofals*, which was, that the 
would neither receive tlic Tarquins, nor raife the 
ot Fiden^e, being all, tc a man, ready to facrifice 
. bves in defence oi iheii M> ;rty, and willing to uii- 
f rj * jcv iigers, ' chci llem fubmit to the govcrnineat 

: a- ’’ binr^cd udth this aiifwcr, and 

.iCiL (Cit ci MC ci:}, bidpitius laid open to the anJJaiJ 
.i.L^ tbedrcadi el eonfini aev, w hi'. li f truck them WJth open to ihg 
^ ; but tb;- >ven' all at a lols in wliat manner they 

oi -e. .pn[\r! cd and punifli the guilty, lince, by the 
c ’i la, there w.is in appeal to the people in all 

■. g' ( ^e^■j and [V.c two witneffcs, who weie ftrangers, 
j'git '* r:. ;:ed aganift by Roman citizens. In this 
ri ‘c\ nc' left (he vdiole coridiK^d of this critical 
.1 to V u : m:, v b<.^ took a method which he thought 
' ' c iu 11', if. rye to prove the guilt and punilh the 

' . e ; la.'aged the two infor ners to afTenible the coii- 

a.. I o af'Point a rendezvous at midnight in the 
' Lis h '! dgnrd to take the laft meafurcs lor the 
. • 1 . ciUerprize. In the mean time he ufed 

.s fofecure the city, and ordered the Ro- 
m.iii bright, i') hold themfelvcs ready, in the houfes ad- 
hdnj Tg to the to execute the orders they fhould 

re vive d he efvnfpirators met at the time and place ap- 
j' i.Ued by thv m o d arquins : the knights, „upon a fignal 
an reed on befoie-hand, invelted the forum, and blocked 
up ail the avcniKcs to it fo clofely, that it was impolTible 
for any of tlic confpirators to make their elcape. As foon 
as It was light the two confuls appeared, with a ftrong 
guard, on the tribunal; for Suipitius had fent to his col- 
league, Adanius, who was befiegingFidense, defiring him 
to haften to the city with a chofen body of troops. ILe 
people were convened by curise, and acquainted with the 
coufpiracy which had been formed againft .the common 
liberty. The accufedwere allowed to make their defence, 
if they had anything to offer againft the evidence; but 5 

not one of them denying the faft, the confuls repaired to ■ 

thif . J 
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tile fenatc, where fentente of death wjs pronounced 
rfgainft the confpirators, in cafe the people Ihould approve 
this decifion. 

This decree of the fenate being recited, and approved 
by the afl’embly, the people iverc ordered to retire ; and 
the eonfpirators were delivered up to the foldicrs, who 
put them all to the fword. The peace of Rome was 
thought fufliciently fecured by this ftrolcc of feveriiy ; and 
therefore, though all the confpirators were not punilhed 
with death, it was judged proper not to make any farther 
enquiries. The two informers were rewarded with all 
the privileges of Roman citizens, a hundred thoufand 
afes, and twenty acres of land. Three fe’ftival-days were 
appointed for expiations, facrifices, and public games, by 
way of thankfgiving to the gods. But the general joy was 
difturbed by a tnelanclioly accident; as the people were 
conducing Manius Tullius, the conri||I, from the circus 
to his houfc, he fell from his chariot, and died in three 
days of the bruifes occafioned by the fallJ". 

The city of Fiden^e was not yet reduced; it held out 
during the following confuHhip of T- .dibutius and P. Ve- 
turius ; but was taken the next year by T, Lartius, who, 
together with Q^Clxlius, was raifed to the conAilar dig- 
nity. The Latins, enraged at the lofs of this town, began 
to complain of their leading men ; which opportunity 
n^arquin and Marnilius improved fo far, as to induce all 
the Latin cities, twenty-four in number, to enter into an 
alliance againft Rome, and to bind thenifelACS by oath 
never to violate their engagements. The Latins made 
great preparations, as did likewife the Romans ; but the 
letter could procure no afllftancc from their neighbours. 
The Latin nation being much fuperior to them in llrcngth, 
they fent deputies to folicit fuccours from the fevcral 
Hates vvith which they were furrounried; but their nego- 
riarioTis proved every-where unfucccfsful ; and the republic 
had rebellious Tons in her own bofom, who refuted to 
lend their aid in defence of their country. The poorer 
fort of people, and the debtors, refufed to take the mili- 
tary oaths, or to ferve, alleging their poverty, and the 
fruillefs hazaids they underwent in fighting tor the de- 
fence of a city, where they w^ere opprefl’ed and eiiilavcd 
by their crednors. This fpirit of mutiny diflufed itfelf 
aiiiuiig the inferior clafTes, moft of them rtfufuig to enlifl: 

r Dion* RaLlib- v. p 317^5*3. 

them- 
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themfdves, unlcfs their debts were all remitted by a decree 
of the fenate ; they even began to talk of leaving the city 
and fettling elfewhere. 

The fenate, apprehending a general infarre£lion, af- 
fcmbled to deliberate oh the means of quieting thefe do- 
mcftic troubles. Some propofed a free remilFion of all 
debts, as the fafclt expedient at that junftiire ; others 
urged the dangerous confequenees^of fuch a condefcenfion, 
advihng them to enlift fuch only as were willing to fervci 
not doubting but thofe who refufed their alliftance would 
offer it voluntarily when it was no longer defired. Seve- 
ral other expedients were propofed j but at length they 
agreed, that all aiSlions for debt fhould be fufpendetl till 
the concliifion of the war with the LatiovS. But this in- 
dulgence the indigent debtors thought only a fufpenfion 
of their mifery ; and therefore it had not the intended 
efFe£l on the minds of the unruly multitude. The fenate 
might indeed have profccuted the ringleadefs of the fecli- 
liDii ; but the law of Foplicola, called the Valerian law, 
which allowed appeals to the alfembly of the people, was 
a protection for the feditious, who were fure of being ac- 
quitted by the accomplices of their rebellion. The fenate, 
therefore, to elude the efl’e£l of a privilege that put fuch a 
reftraiiit upon their authority, refolved to create one fu- 
pieme magifTrate, who, with the title of diftator, fhould 
have an abiblute power for a time : but as this ftep could 
not be taken without ftriking at the law of Poplicola, and 
transferring the power of the people, in criminal cafes, to 
a magiltrate fuperior to all laws, it was necelfary to ufe 
artifice, in order to obtain the confent of the curiae. The 
fenators, therefore, reprefented to them, in a public af- 
fembly, that, in fo difficult a conjun£lure, when they had 
their domelHc quarrels to decide, and, at the fame time, a 
powerful enemy to repwlfc, it would be expedient to put 
the commonwealth under a fingle governor, who, fupe*- 
rior to the confuls themfelves, fhould be the arbiter of the 

• laws, and, as it were, the father of his country ; that his 
power fhould have no limits; but however, left he fhould 
abufe it, ' they fhould . not truft him with it abbve fix 
months- # 

The people, not fbrefeeing the confequenCes of this 
change, agrtSed. to it ; but the ’greateft difficulty was to 
find a man duly qualified, in all refpedls, for fo great a 
truft. T. Lartius, one of the confuls, feemed to be of all 
men tb^ moft unexceptionable-; but the fenate, fearing to 

• oftend his colleague by an invidious preference, gave the 

confuls 
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confuls the power of choofing a diftator, and obliged them 
to name one, not doubting that Clselius would yield to the 
fuperior talents of his colleague ; nor were they difap- 
pointed in their expeftation. But Lartius, with the fame 
readinels, named Clselias *, and the only conteft was# 
which of the two fhould ralfe the other to the fupreme 
authority. Each perfifted obftinately in remitting the 
dignity to his colleague, till Cl^clius, ftarting up on a 
fudden, abdicated the confulfliip, and, after the manner 
The firji of an interrex, proclaimed Titus Lartius di61;ator (I), who 

S&aiQr. tliereupnn was obliged to take upon him the government 
of the; ixpiiblic 

Lartius aflumed as much ftate, after he had entered 
upon his olTice, as he had fhewn modelly in refufing it. 
Lie began by creating, without the participation either of 
the leiiate or people, a general of the Roman horfe (K), 


^ Liv. lib. ii. cap. i8. 

(T) This fupreme nfiiccr was 
called diL^taior,, eiiher bccaufe 
he was liic^ns^ that is, Ttamrd 
hy the or troni his dic- 

tating ahd cominanding what 
fliould be done. No one could 
be created dilft.itor till he had 
been conful. I'he time aflign- 
cd for the duration of the uL 
fiee was the fpace of fix 
months. Thediftaior was not 
allowed to march out of Italy, 
left he fhould take advantage 
of the dlftance of the place, to 
attempt fomething againft the 
common liberty. He was al- 
W'ays to march on foot, except 
in cafe of a tedious or fudden 
expedition ; and then he tor- 
mally afked leave of the people 
toride(i). In all othei things 
his power was abfolute and un- 
controlled. He might pro- 
claim w'ar, levy forces, lead 
them out, dilband them, ^c. 
without confuUing the fenate. 
He could punifti as hepleafed ; 

(i) Dio. lib. xliv. Appian. 
Max. Foiyb. iib. in. 
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and from his judgement lay no 
appeal. To make bis authority 
more aweful, he had always 
twenty-four fafees with axes 
carried before him. The au- 
thority of all other magiftrates 
ceafed, or were fubordinare to 
him. When his authority was 
expired, he was not obliged to 
give an account of any thing 
he had done during his admi- 
niftratlon (2). 

(K) As the regal power was 
revived in the dli!:tator, he was 
allowed to create a chief offi- 
cer in the army, under the 
name of magifter erjuitiim, that 
IS, mafier or ^ctieral of the 
horfe ^ which unfwered to the 
office of the tribunus celcrum- 
in the time of the kings. It 
was rhe ferond dignity in the 
Roman ftatc, but, like the 
dliftatorflup, temporary. The 
magifter equiturq ferved as the 
d i o 1 ’s lieutenant- ge n e ral , 
but fubje^I to his expreft order. 

lib. iii. (z) Piu^., in Fab. 

an 
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an office which lafted only during the didliatorffiip, and 
which all fubfequent didlators revived immediately after 
their ele£tion. Sp, Caffius, formerly conful, and honour- 
ed with a triumph, was the perfon he advanced to this 
fecond ftation in the republic Lartius, having by thefe 
means fecured the Roman knights, refolved, in the next 
place, to make the«people refpe£f and fear him. With this 
view he never appeared in public, but attended by twen- 
ty-four li£lors, to whofe fafces he again added the axes, 
which Poplicola had removed. The novelty of this light 
was alone fufficient to awe the feditious, and, without 
executions, to fpread conflernation throughout Rome. 

The murmurs of the inferior clalfes being thus filejiced, *The diSla- 
the dictator commanded a cenfus to be taken, according tor com- 
to the inflitution of king Servius. Every one, without ^ 

exception, brought in his name and age, with the parti- 
culars of his eftate ; and there appeared to be in Rome 
one hundfed and fifty thoufand feven hundred men, who 
were pafh the age of puberty. Out of thefe, the dictator 
formed four armies; the firft he commanded himfelf ; 
the fecond he gave to Claelius his late colleague ; the third 
to Sp. CafTius his general of the horfe ; and the fourth he 
leftijn Rome, under the command of his brother Sp. Lar- 
tius, to guard the city. The Latins were not fo forward 
in 1 heir preparations. All their hodilities againft Rome 
this year amounted to no more than the fending a de- 
tachment into the Roman territory to lay it wafte. The 
dictator gained fome advantage over that party ; and the 
great humanity with which he treated the prifoners and 
wounded, difpofed the Latins to lillen the more readily 
to the overtures which he at the fame time made them for 
a fufpenfion of hodilities. ' At length a truce was agreed A truce is 
on for a year ; and then Lartius, feeing the republic re- 
Itored to its former tranquility, refigned the diftatorfhip, Latins 
though the time appointed for its duration was not yet 
expired • 

The following confuldiip of Sempronius Atratinus, and 
Minutius Augurinus, produced nothing memorable. But 
next year the truce expired, when Aulus Pojthiimius and 
T. Virginius took pofleffion uf the confuldiip. Both Ro- 
mans and Latins were bufied in making the neceflary pre- 
parations for war. The nobility of Latium, who were for 
the mod part in the intereft of the Tarqqins, having found 
means to exclude the citizens /rom the Latin diets, car- 

^ Dion. Ha!. Liv. ibid. 

ried 


Liv. ibid. Jib. ii. cap. i8. . 
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rlcd aH before them in thofe aflemblies ; .fo that many of 
the citizpns removed with their families to Rome, where 
they were well received. The Latins being determined 
upon war, the fenate, notwithftanding the harmony that 
reigned betM^cen them and the people, thought it expe- 
dient to create a diftator. The two confuls being em- 
powered to name one of themfelves to that dignity, Vir- 
ginius readily yielded it to his colleague Pofthumius, as 
the more able commander. The new diftator, having 
cre'rJted Vl'.butius Elva his general of the horfe, and di- 
vided his army into four bodies, left one of them, under 
the command of ^Dempronius, to guard the city, and with 
the other three, commanded by himfelf, Virginius, andj^- 
butius, marchcrl againll the Latins, who, with an army of 
forty ihonland foot, and three thoufand horfe, comma^ided 
by .hextus rarquinius, 'litus Tarquinius, and Maniilius, 
had alie.idy made themfelves mafters of Corbio, a ftrong 
place belonging to the republic, and put the garrifon to 
the fword. Pollhumius encamped in the night on a deep 
hill near the lake Regillus,. and Virginius occupied an- 
other hilloppofice to him. jEbutiuswas ordered to march 
filently in the night, with the cavalry and light-armed in- 
fantry, to take pofleflion of a third hill upon the road, by 
which alone provifions could be brought to the Latins. 

Before iEbutius had fortified his new camp, he was vi- 
goroufly attacked by Lucius Tarquinius, whom he repulf- 
cd three times with great lofs, the didlator having fent 
him a timely reinforcement. After this attack i^lbutius 
intercepted two couriers fent by the Volfci to the Latin 
generals, and, by letters found upon them, difeovered, 
that a conficlcrablc army of the Volfci and Hcrnici were 
to join the Latin forces in three days. Upon this intelli- 
gence, Pofthumius drew his three bodies of troops toge- 
ther, amounting in all to no more tlian twenty-fouj thou- 
fand foot, and one thoufand horfe, with a defign to en- 
gage the enemy before the arrival of the fiiccours they ex- 
pelled. Accordingly he encouraged his men, and with 
his army in battle array, advanced to the place where the 
«nemy W|i8 encamped. The Latins, who were much fu- 
perior to the, Romans in number, and befides began to 
want provifions, did not decline tbc engagement,. Titus 
Tarquinius, at the head of the Roman exiles and deferters, 
W'^as in the centre, Mamilius in the right wing, and Sex- 
tus Tarquinius in the left. In the Roman army the dic- 
tator commanded in the centtCi ^butius in the left wing, 
uijd Virginius in the right. 


The 
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The firft bodywhich advanced was that of the dictator; 
nnd, as foot! as it began to march, T. Tarquinius, Ting- 
ling him out, ran full fpeed againfl: him. The diQator 
did not decline the encounter, but, flying at his adverfary, 
wounded him with a javelin in the right fide. The firft 
line of the Latins advanced to cover their general but he 
being carried out of the field, they made but a faint re- 
fiftance when charged by the troops of the diflator. They 
w^ere deftitute of a leader, and began to retire, when Sex- 
tus Tarquinius, taking the place of his brother, brought 
them back to the charge, and renewed the fight with luch 
vigour, that the viiidory in the centre was ftill doubtful. 
On the fide of Mamilius and iEbutius, both parties, en- 
couraged by the example of their leaders, fought with in- 
credible bravery and refolution. After a long and bloody 
conteft, the two generals agreed to determine the doubt- 
ful viftory by a fingle combat. Accordingly the two 
champions puflied on their horfes againfl: each other. 
-ZLlbutius with his lance wounded Mamilius in the breall ; 
and Mamilius with his fword difabled j^^butius in the 
right arm. Neither of the wounds were mortal j but 
both generals falling from their horfes, put an end to the 
combat. Marcus Valerius, the brother of Poplicola, fup- 
plying the place of i^^butius, endeavoured, at the head of 
the Roman horfe, to break the enemy's battalions but 
was repulfed by the cavalry of the Roman deferters. At 
the fame time Mamilius appeared again in the van, with 
a confiderable body of horfe and light-armed infantry. 
Valerius, with the afliftance of his two nephews, the fons 
of Poplicola, and a chofen troop of volunteers, attempted 
to break through the Latin battalions, in order to engage 
Mamilius ; but, being furrounded by the Roman exiles, 
he received a mortal wound in his fide, fell from his horfe, 
and died. The body was carried off by the two fons of 
Poplicola, notwithllanding the utmoft efforts of the ex- 
iles, and delivered to Valerius’s fervants, who conveyed 
it to the Roman camp ; but the young heroes being af- 
terv/ards invefted on all fides, and overpowered by num- 
bers, were both killed on the fpot. Upon their death, 
the left wing of the Romans began-to give ground, but 
were foon brought back by Pofthumius, who, with a body 
of Roman knights, flying^to their afliftance, charged the 
exiles with fuch fury, that they were, after an obftinate 
refiftance, obliged to give way, and retire in confufion. 
In the mean time Titus Horminius, one of the dictator's 
lieutenants, having rallied thofe who had fled, fell upon 
VoL. X, D fome 
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fomc clofc battalions of the enemy’s right wing, which 
rtill kept their ground under the command of Mamilius, 
killed him with his own hand, and put that body to flight. 
But while he was bufy in ftripping the body of his enemy, 
he received a wound, of which he diedfoon after. 

Sextus Taiquinius in the mean time maintained the 
fight with great bravery, at the head of the left wing, 
againft the conful Virginiiis-, and had even broke through 
the right wing of the Roman army, when the diddator at- 
tacked him unexpetledly with his vi£lorious fquadroiis. 
Then Sextus, having loll: at once all hopes of vitlory, 
threw himfelf, like one in defpair, into the midft of the 
Roman knights, and there funk under a multitude of 
w ounds, after he had dillinguifhed himfelf by furprifing 
adds of valour. The death of the three generals was fol- 
low^ed by th^ entire defeat of the Latin army. Their 
camp w^as taken and plundered, and mold of their troops 
w^erc cut in pieces ; for of the forty-three thoufand men 
W'ho came into the field, not more than ten thoufand re- 
turned home Next morning the Volfci and Hernici 
came, according to their agreement, to afTill the Latins 
but finding how the battle had ended, fome of tlicm 
w'ere inclined to fall upon the Rorhans before they could 
recover from the fatigue of the preceding day, but others 
thought it more prudent to fend ambafl'adors to the ditla- 
tor, to congratulate him on his viddory, and alTure him 
that they had left their own country with no other de- 
fign than to affifl Rome in fo dangerous a war. Poft- 
humius, by producing their couriers and letters, gave 
them to underfland, that he was acquainted with their 
defigns, and treacherous proceedings. However, out of 
a regard to the law of nations, he fent them back unhurt, 
wdth a challenge to their generals to fight next day : but 
the Volfci, and their confederates, not caring to engage 
a viftorioiis army, decamped in the night, and returned 
ID their refpeddive countries 

The Latins, having now'^ no remedy but an entire fub- 
mifhon, lent ambafladors to folicit a peace at Rome, yield- 
ing themfelves abfolutely to the judgement of the fenate. 
As Rome bad long fince made it a maxim to fpare the 
nations w^hich fubmitted, the motion of Titus Lartius, 
the late difdator, prevailed ; and the ancient treaties w ith 
the Latins were renewed, on condition, however, that 
they reftored the prifoiiers they had taken, delivered up 

c Dion. Hal. lib. vi. p. 341— 358* Liv. lib. ii. cap. 19, 20. 

the 
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the deferters, and expelled the Roman exiles from La- 
tium. Thus ended the laft war which the Romans waged 
with their neighbours on account of their baiiilhcd king, 
who, being now abandoned by the Latins, Hetrurians, 
and Sabines, retired into Campania, to Ariltodemus, ty- 
rant of Cumze, and there died, in the ninetieth year of Tarquin 
his age, and fourteenth of his exile 

The freedom which the Romans recovered by the ex- 
pulfion of Tarquin, being now fecuied to them by the 
death of that prince, wLo was the lalt ol his family, and 
the Latin war ended, greatly to the advantage of the re- 
public, Poftliumius laid down his office ; the courts of 
jufficc w^ere again opened ; and the creditors began to 
profecute their debtors (L) with more rigour chan ever-, 

which 


d Cic. Tufe. lib. iii- n. 27. 


(1.) When the debtor was 
Infulvcnt, the ci editor had a 
right to put him in irons, or to 
fell him as a (lave. After a 
certain number of citations, the 
law granted to the debtor 
thirty days of grace, to raife 
the fum for which he was ac- 
countable. The words of the 
law are : “ confeffi, re- 

bufcpie jure judicatis, triginti 
die^ jufh funto. Poll dein 
manuin endojacito — Vincito 
aur nervo, aut compedibus.’' 
“ AVhen the debt is confeffed, 
and the trial paffed, let there 
be thirty days ot forbearance. 
Aherwardslay hands on him — 
Bind him either with a cord, 
or fetters.” After the thirty 
days were expired, if the deb- 
tor had not difeharged the 
debt, he was led to the prae- 
tor, who delivered him over to 
the mercy ot his creditors, 
Thefe bound him, and kept 
him in chains for the fpacc of 
fixty days. Afterwards, for 
three market-days fuccellively, 
the debtor was brought to the 
tribunal of the prsetor : then 
a public crier proclaimed in tha 


forum the debt for which the 
prifoner was detained. It of- 
ten happened, that rich per- 
fons redeemed the prifoner, 
by paying his debts i but if 
no body appeared in behalf of 
the debtor, alter the third 
market-day, the creditor had 
a right to inflift the punilh- 
ments appointed by the luw. 
“ Tertiis nundinis capite pa.*- 
nas dato, aut trans Tibeiiin 
peregre venumduito that is, 
“ Let him, on the third mar- 
ket-day, be puniQied with 
death, or fold beyond the Ti- 
ber as a flavc.” If there were 
feveral creditors, they were al- 
lowed, in conTequence of this 
fevere law, to divide the body 
of the priiuner into feveral 
parts, and fliare it among them, 
in proportion to the fum they 
demanded : but, according to 
Quintilian and Csecilius, hu- 
manity and cullom had given 
prefeription againll fo barba- 
rous a law, which was never 
put in execution. This pu- 
nifliment was changed to coer- 
cion ; that is, the creditor*; 
had a right to imprifon rheir 
D 2 debtors 
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which revived the complaints and murmurs among the 
inferior chflbs. To prevent the difturbances which thefe 
might occafion, the fenate procured the confulfhip for 
Appius Claudius, who had ever oppofed, with great 
warmth; the pretenfions of the people ; but, left he (hould 
exert too great feverit;y .they gave him for his colleague 
P. Servillus, a man ot .gentle and humane temper, 
greatly beloved by the people. The latter exhorted the 
fenate, as foon as he entered upon his office, to eafe the 
people, and reftraln the feverity of the creditors ■, but 
Appius maintained, that it was a manifeft injufticc to re- 
lieve the debtors at the expcnce of the ereditors. The 
fenate aflembled daily, in order to fettle the tranquility of 
the city upon a laftilig foundation but met with fo many 
difficulties, the confuls being of different opinions, that 
they could never come to any conclufion. In the mean 
time, the oppreffied populace held fecret affemblies in the 
night, and feemed difpofed to rife up in arms ■, fo that 
the fenate began to apprehend nothing lefs than a civil 
war. In the midft of ihefe difturbances, the Volfci, w ho 
were w^ell acquainted with the prefcnc ftate of the city, 
having drawn together a body of forces, atlvanced to- 
wards Rome, promifing themfelves great advantages from 
the domeftic diforders, and univerfal confufion, which 
reigned in the city. It was therefore necelfary for the. 
confuls to raife an army ; but the Roman youth abfolutely 
refufed to ferve. This difobedience occafioned new dif- 
putes between the confuls, Claudius being inclined to fe- 
verity, and Scrvilius to moderation. As the time drew 
near for taking the field againft the Volfci, the fenate de- 
creed, that iServilius ftiould command the army, and 
Claudius govern the city. But though Servilius was 
looked upon as a friend to the people, yet they refufed to 
inlill iheinfclvcs, unlefs the fenate came firft to fome de- 
termination about the important affair of debts. Servi- 
lins w^as therefore obliged to march againft the enemy 
with fucli only as ofFereii to ferve from a perfonal affec- 
tion to him. The Volfci, depending on the civil broils at 
Rome, had not been fo expeditious in their preparations 
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for the war, as to be in a condition to oppofe a Roman 
army in the field; and therefore they had recourfe to iii- 
treaties, by which they prevailed upon the good-natured 
conful to favour them, and grant them a peace, upon 
condition that they fupplied his troops Mdth cloatlis and 
pr-ovifions, and delivered to him three hundred hollages 
of the beft families 

Not long after the return of Serviliiis, the fenate was 
informed from Latium, that the Volfci were making new 
preparations for war ; that they had engaged the Hernici 
and Sabines to join them againft Rome, and lent depu- 
ties to their nation for the fame purpofe. Thefe deputies 
the Latin ambafladors brought with them, and delivered 
them up to the fenate. Such a treacherous method of 
proceeding in the Volfci, after they had been fo kindly 
treated by the conful Servilius, incenfed the fenate, and 
war was immediately declared ; but while the fenators 
were fitting, a plebeian, loaded with chains, appeared in 
the forum. He was advanced in years, tall of ftature, 
lean, pale, with his eyes funk in his head, a long beard, 
and his hair in diforder. The people looked on him with 
great attention, till at length fevcral knew him, and re- 
membered to have ferved with him in the wars, and to 
have feen him fight in the firfl: ranks of the legions with 
great valour. His appearance raifed the compaflion of 
the multitude ; but when they heard him gave an account 
of his misfortunes, they were filled with rage and indig- 
nation. He told them, that he was born free; that he 
had, in twenty-eight battles, expofed his life for the good 
of his country ; that, in the laft war with the Sabines, he 
not only had been hindered from cultivating bis little in- 
heritance, but that the enemy, in an incurfion, after hav- 
ing plundered his houfe, had fet it on fire ; that the ne- 
cellities of life, and the tributes, which, notwithftanding 
his misfortunes, he was obliged to pay, had forced him 
to contract debts; that the intereft being grown, by de- 
grees, to an exceflive fum, he was reduced to the melan- 
choly expedient of yielding up his inheritance to difeharge 
part of it; but that the mercilefs creditor, not being yet 
quite paid, had dragged him to prifon, with two of his 
children ; that, to oblige him to haften the payment of 
the refidue, he had delivered him over to his flavcs, who, 
by his order, had fcourged him with the utnioft barbarity, 
the fame time he flung oft' his garment, and difeovered 

= Dion. Hal. p, 361—367. Liv. lib. ii. cap. z-z — 26, 
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hjs back (1111 bloody, and, on his bread, the fears of the 
honourable -wounds which he had received in fighting 
for his country. 

At this afFefting fpeftacle, the people, already ripe for 
fedition, uttered a thoufand execrations againfl: the patri- 
cians, and piade fuch outcries, as terrified the fenate^ 
who were then fitting. The people flocked from all quar- 
ters into the forum ; the artificers left their {hops ; and 
thofe who were confined for debt, having found means 
to efcape from their creditors, -with the fqualid figure they 
made in their tattered cloaths, and the noife of their 
chains, raifed both pity and indignation. Thefe unhappy 
-u^retches fpread themfelyes all over the city; and, if any 
pne offered to ftop them, he was immediately maffacred 
by the enraged multitude. The conful Appius, feeing 
that the fury of the mutineers was like to fall upon him, 
left the fenate, and, by favour of the tumult, reached his 
own houfe in fafety. Servilius, having pulled off his 
robe, that he might be more agreeable to the peo- 
ple, ran into the thickeff of the crowd ; and, though he 
embraced Ibme, threw himfelf at the feet of others, and 
fhewed great compaffion for all, yet he could not pie-? 
vail upon them to fufpend a£Vs of violence for that 
day, till he had promii^d that the fenate {hould have 
regard to their complaints ; nay, he went farther, and 
proclaimed, by a herald, that no one fhould moleft any 
Roman citizen for debt, till the fenate had decreed other- 
wife 

Next day the forum w^as filled, both with citizens and 
country people, brought thither by their common interefl. 
The fenate affcmbled ; and tJervilius laid before them 
the abfolute neceffity, in fuch a conjundlure, of abating 
the feverity of the laws. On the other hand, Appius 
pretended, that this projedl: tended to the ruin of the fub- 
ordination nectflafy in a w^ell-govefned ftate and that 
the condefceiifion which Seryiljus was for fliewdng to the 
ncrcffitics of the people, would be looked upon by the fe- 
^itlous only as a difguifed weaknefs, and fo breed new 
pretenfions. As Appius could not bear contraditfion, his 
fpccch was tintlured with the harlhnefs of his manners : 
be even defeended to perfonal reflecflions, and reprefented 
bis colleague as a vile flatterer of the plebeians, and a f,\r 
vourer of the revolt. Servilius, in his turn, reproached 
hip] with the obitinacy of his temper, his piide, and am? 

! ndem ibid, 
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mofity to the people. The fenators were divided between 
thefe two great men ; fo that there was no eiid of their 
difputcs. In the mean time, the people expefted with 
impatience a decree in their favour ; and there not being 
a fufficient number of fenators aflembled for that purpofe, 
they imputed their abfence to the management of the con- 
fiils, in order to fruftrate their hopes. While the people 
were yet in the forum, they faw fome horfcmen come full 
fpeed to acquaint the Romans, that the Volfci w ere ad- The Volfeh 
vancing, with a defign to befiege Rome. The plebeians ta 

were overjoyed to fee their country in danger*, and when 
the debtors were invited to take up arms in defence of the 
common liberty, they fhewed the chains with which 
their creditors had loaded them : Is it not the fame 
thing to us (faid they), whether thefe fhackles arc put 
on us by the enemy, or by our own countrymen? Let the 
patricians expofe their lives, fince they alone reap advan- 
tage from our victories. Shall w^e make a rampart with 
our bodies, only to hinder the enemy from pulling down 
our prifons, and carrying away our chains ?” It was ne- 
ceffary, in this extremity, that fomething fhould be done 
to quell the tumult, and irvduce the people to lend their 
afliftance againft an infulting enemy, 

Appius was obftinate and inflexible ; but Servilius was Theconful 
prevailed upon by his friends to make the people fuch pro- Ser^ihus 
mifes in the name of the fenate, as the fenatorvS were 
firmly refolved never to perform. He told them, that it 
was not confident with the dignity of the fenate to com- ^ ' 
ply with their demands, from motives of feari hut that, 
when the warfhouldbe ended, it would, in gratitude, re- 
mit all their debts. This promife abated the fury of the 
populace *, and reading a decree, which palTed the fame 
day, entirely quelled it. All creditors were thereby forbid- 
den to profecute any Roman citizen for debt, who was 
willing to ferve ; but the creditors w'ere commanded to 
profecute all fuch debtors with the utinoft feverity, as 
either fhould refufe to ferve, or defert after they were in*^ 
rolled. To this wife law Rome ow^ed her prefervation ; 
for it was no fooner publiflied, than multitudes croudeil to 
the Capitol, and even made intereft to be admitted into 
the legions. When the levies were completed, Seivilius 
marched to meet the enemy, and encamped near the Pon- 
tine lake i where the Vojfci, attempting to furprife hie Deffats 
camp, were entirely defeated. The conful, to reward his the 
foldiers, gave them all the fpoil^ that they might be 

P 4 en- 
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enabled to pay their debts (M). He then marched to 
Suefla Pometia, the capital of the Volfci, took it by 
afTault, and put all to the fword who were able to bear 
arms. He gai^e likewife this wealthy city to be plun* 
dered by the foldiers, without referving any part of the 
fpoil for the public treafury. In the mean time Appius, 
who had been left in Rome, beheaded the three hundred 
hoftages, which the Volfci had given to the Romans, upon 
Servilius’s hfft expedition 

So glorious a canipaign meriteil a triumph for the con- 
ful, who returned to the city with hopes of obtaining it; 
but, on his arrival, he was informed, that his colleague 
Appius had perfuaded the fenate to refufe him that ho- 
nour, under pretence that he was a feditious man, who 
aimed at popularity, by an exceffive indulgence and pro- 
fufenefs to his foldicrs. Servilius, being fenfibly alFedled 
with the unjuft proceedings of the fenate, took a bold ftep, 
which afterwards proved a fatal precedent to his country. 
He no fooner arrived before the walls of Rome, which 
none were allowed to enter who demanded a triumph, 
than he caufed the people to be called together in a field, 
and there complained to them, both of the jealoufy of his 
colleague, and the injuflice of the fenate : upon which com- 
plaint, the people encouraged him, by their acclamations, 
to attempt whatever he pleafed. With regard therefore 
to the decifion of the fenate, he decreed himfelf a tri-F 
umph, and marched, with the ufual pomp, to the Capitol, 
followed by his army, and attended by all the people^. 

While the populace amufed themfelves with public 
games and rejoicings, on account of the viftory over the 
Volfci, ambaffridors arrived from the Aurunci, demand- 
ings that the Roman garrifon in Ecetra, a Volfcian town, 
which had lately fubmitted to Rome, (hould be removed 
from thence; and adding threats, in cafe of refufal. As 
Ecetra flood on the confines of the country of the Au- 
runci, they had taken umbrage at the neighbourhood of 

g Dion, Hal. & Liv. ibid- ’’ I dem ibid. 

(M) It wns c’lflomary, in dui^l of thefe fpoils was gene-? 
the beginning ot the common- rally 'applied to the building of 
wealth, to divide the fpoils be- temples, the celebrating of 
iween the virlorious army and public games, or the adorning 
tJjp pnblic t^eafLl^J^ The pro- of the city 

(i) Plin. lib, iii, cap, 5^ 
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that garrifon. The fenate fent the envoys back with this 
anfwtr ; “ Go, tell your mafters, that it is a dangerous 
thing to attack thofe whofe very neighbourhood is for- 
midable to them.” The Aurunci, provoked at this an- 
fwer, entered Latium, and advanced as far as Aricia 5 
where they were met by the Roman army, under the 
command of Servilius, and the famous Pofthumius, fur- 
named Regillenfis, from the victory he had gained over 
the Latins at the lake Regillus. The battle that eiifucd 
was very bloody ; but the Romans, though at firft greatly 
diiheartened at the gigantic ftature, ferocity, and mar- 
tial air, of the enemy, gained at length a complete 
viiElory, and made themfelves mafters of the camp of the 
Aurunci, who retired into their own country ^ 

Of all the plebeians, who ferved in this and in the late 
war with the Volfci, none behaved wdth more gallantry 
than thofe who were moft in debt : the people therefore 
thought, that, after fo many viftories, they might demand 
of the fenate the performance of Servilius’s promife. 
But the inflexible Appius feemed to redouble the feverity 
of the judgements he gave againft fuch debtors as were 
brought before bis tribunal: he ordered all thofe who had 
been fet at liberty during the w^ar to be brought back to 
their prifonsby force. Thofe who were arrefted appealed 
to Servilius, urging the promifes he had made before the 
campaign, and the fervices they had done in the w^ar ; 
but Appius having got the afeendant in the fenate, Servi- 
lius had not intereft enough to prevail upon them to fulfil 
his promife given in their name, or to protect the un- 
happy debtors : fo that he became as much defpifed as 
Appius was hated. This contempt appeared very remark- 
ably, when the time came to confecrate a temple, which 
had been erected to Mercury. The confecrator was to 
enjoy confiderable powers and privileges ; and, on this 
account, the fenate, unwilling to difgult either Appius 
or Servilius, referred the whole matter to the pcople. 
The curise w^ere therefore affembled, wdth full power to 
cboofe a confecrator j and they, to fhew how much they 
were difpleafed wdth both the confuls, beflowed the ho- 
nour of confecrating the temple on one Lxtorius, who 
was only a centurion. Appius and Servilius, equally en- 
raged at this mark of difrefpeCf, joined w'^ith the fenate 
in putting the laws in execution againft debtors with the 
Vltmoft feverity; but the people, paying no regard to their 
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authority, when any plebeian was profecutcd for debt, 
crowded into the forum, and made fuch a clamour, that the 
fentence pronounced by the judges could not be heard. 
They no longer endeavoured to appeafe their creditors, or 
mollify the fenate by entreaties, but infulted both ; fo 
that the patricians, and not the plebeians, were now in 
danger of iinprifonment and flavery 

In the mean time, the Sabines, encouraged by thefc in- 
tedine broils, revolted, and engaged the Roman colony of 
Medulla to enter into an alliance with them ■, which was 
confirmed by mutual oaths. The new confuls, A. Vir- 
ginius and T. Veturius, both men of little note, fum- 
moned the tribes^ in order to raife an army for the war 
which threatened them; but the people obflinately re- 
fufed to enlift, till fuch time as all debts (hould be can- 
celled, The confuls, afeending their tribunal, called upon 
one of the mod fadfious by name to be inrolled. As the 
man did not anfwcr the fummons, he was indantiy feized ; 
but the populace refeuedhim out of the lidlors hands, and 
infulted both the confuls and patricians who attended 
them. While the city was thus rent into fadfions, and 
all things feemed to ^tend to a civil war, envoys arrived 
from the Latins and Crudumini, complaining of the bodi- 
lities of the JEqui and Sabines; and, at the fame time, 
ambalfadors came from the Volfci, demanding reftitution 
of the lands which had been taken from them in the late 
war. Thefe emballies filled the Romans with conderna- 
tion, or joy, according to the party each had embraced. 
As it was necelTary to give all thefe deputies proper aii^ 
fwers, the fenate adembled, and, after long debates, re- 
turned the following anfwer to the ambafl'adors of the 
Volfci ; “ That it was not confident with the honour of 
the republic to comply Mdtli their demands.” As to the 
Latins and Crudumini, who were in alliance with Rome, 
they were aflured, that the republic would not leave them 
expofed to the infults of their enemies. With thefe an- 
fwers the ambafl'adors were difinilled ; but as Rome could 
lu'ither protedf her allies, nor repulfe her enemies, unlefs 
peace were fird cdablilbed at home, the fenate met again 
next day, to deliberate upon the methods nccefl'ary to re- 
dore the public tranf]uility. 

The conful Virginius declared for protefting thofe 
debtors who had fought fo fucccfsfully the lad year, vpid 
fur leaving the others to the feverity of the law. Titus 
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LartiuB, that venerable fenator, who had been formerly 
iliftator, pleaded in behalf of all debtors. Appius enu- 
merated all the motives -which had engaged him to fide 
with the patricians 5 declared that he could not change 
his opinion ; urged the dangerous confequences of violat- 
ing contrafts between debtors and creditors \ and, in the 
clofe of his fpeech, propofed naming a diftator in the pre- 
fent extremity- This expedient was thought dangerous 
by fome of the oldert fenators ; but the motion was car- 
ried by a majority. Maniiis Valerius, a man of fcveiity 
years of age, brother to the famous Poplicola, was no- 
minated by one of the confuls, contrary to the law, which 
required, that the dictator fhould be chofen out of fuch 
as had been, or were actually confuls; but as noman was 
judged more proper for that ftation at this time, the ne- 
ceflity of the cafe made the fenate overlook this objeftion. 
Valerius, as foon as he was proclaimed diftator, named, 
for his general of thehorfe, Quintus Servilius, brother to 
the laft year's conful. Finding the minds of the people 
inclined to his government, he afeended the tribunal, and 
harangued the multitude, reminding them of the great 
zeal his family had always (hewed for their intereft, and 
defiring their confidence in return. He promifed, that if 
they would lend their afliftance, gnd ferve their country 
at this time, he would procure for them, from the fenate, 
all the reafonabJe condefeenfions they could expert ; 

And, in the meantime, (faid he), I command that no 
mention be made of confifeations or imprifonments during 
my adminiftration." The people, depending on the pro- 
mifes of the didlator, took arms with pleafure, and ten 
legions were foon raifed, three of which were given to 
each consul, and four referved for the diftator. Veturius 
was ordered to march againft the ^qui ; Virginius againft 
the Volfci ; and the didlator himfelf led his legions againft 
the Sabines. The three generals were all attended with 
fuccefs, and it proved a glorious campaign for the repub- 
lic. Valerius, on his return, was honoured with a tri- 
umph. As a farther mark uf diftinflion, both the fenate 
and the people agreed in allotting him an honourable 
place in the circus at the celebration of the public games ; 
and appointed that a cufule chair (hould be always placed 
there for his accommodation ; honour which they 
inade hereditary in bis family *. 

1 Dion. Hal. ibid. Uiv. lib. ii. cap. 30, 31, 
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Valerius, remembering his promifes to the people, de- 
manded of the fenate the performance of them ; but the 
patrician ufurers had made fuch a party, during his ab- 
fence, that the fenators not only refufed to comply with 
his demands, but reproached him with \he affeiElion of his 
family for the plebeians, and betraying the intcrefts of.the 
fenate. The pruilent diftator, to prevent, in fome de- 
gree, the misfortunes which threatened the republic, fent 

colony of poor debtors to Velitrse, which had been juft 
taken from the Volfci ; but as there ftill remained a great 
number of thofe unhappy perfons, he folicitcd anew the 
fenate in their favour. His motion being rejefled, he told 
the fenators in anger, that perhaps, in a ftiort time, they 
would wifti for fuch an interceflbr with the plebeians ; and, 
leaving the fenate abruptly, fummoned the people. When 
the alfembly was formed, he appeared in it with all the 
enfigns of his dignity, and, in the firft place, acknowleged 
his obligations to them \ then he made great complaints 
of the infincere conduct of the fenate, with regard to 
both them and him ; apd laftly, declared his refolutioii to 
retire, or to funender himfelf to their difcretioii, if they 
fufpefted that he had betrayed their intereft. Having 
ended his fpeech, he laid down his employment, and 
ftripped himfelf of the enfigns of the didtatorlhip. The 
people, who had heard him with fentiments of refpeft and 
veneration, conduftedhim tohishoufe with loud acclama- 
tions, as if be had procured the abolition of their debts. 
The fenate, to prevent the diforders w'hich they forefaw 
muft attend the abdication of an injured di£l:atoi, ordered 
the two confuls, who ftill held the foldiers engaged by 
their oath (N), to lead the army into the field, under pre- 
tence that the jT^qui and Sabines were makingfrefh prepara- 
tions for war. The foldiery, who were apprifed of the arti- 
fice, w^ent out of Rome with the utmoft rage \ and, as foon 
as they were in the field, fome of the moft feditious pro- 
pofed the alfaflinating of the confuls, not out of any per- 


(N) The giving the military 
oath, called lacramentum, was, 
properly fpeaking, the legal 
merhod of torming the Roman 
armies. After the foldiers had 
hrcii chofeu out ot each tribe, 
this oath was adminillered to 
them in the tollovving manner : 
me tribuncK of each legion af- 


fcmbled the bodies they com- 
manded ; then one foldier in a 
legion fwore, in the name of 
all the red, to obey the com- 
mander of the Roman army. 
After this ceremony, every 
foldlcr came, and fingly en- 
gaged to perform what had 
been fworn. 


fonal 
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fonal hatred, but merely to free thcnifelves from the oath 
which bound them to their command. Others thought it 
would be infamous to put an end to the religious engage- 
ments they had entered into with the confuls by criminal 
means, and, on that account, rejeQed the motion. After 
the leaders of the mutiny had confidered of various pro- 
je£l:5, they determined at lafl: to cany away the military 
enhgns and ftandards, and engage all the troops to follow 
them without the privity of their oflicers. 1 his defign 
was executed under the condutl of a plebeian, named Si- 
cinnius Bellutus. The troops marched away, and en- 
camped beyond the Anio, three miles from Rome, on a 
hill, called afterwards the Sacred Mount, as their retreat 
was ftyled the fecellion 

The firit meafure of the rebellious army, was, to choofe 
a general, and Sicinnius was named for that office. 
Then they fecured themfelves within flrong entrench- 
ments, where they lay quiet, without committing any 
hoftilities. The confuls and officers, feeing themfelves 
thus deferted by their troops, difpatched a melTenger to 
Sicinnius, exhorting him to return to the camp, and 
bring back the troops to their duty: but he returned fuch 
an anfwer, as fhewed, that he was determined to keep no 
meafures with the patricians, A defertion fo general, 
which looked like the beginning of a civil war, gave great 
uncahnefs to the fenate, and occafioned a general confter- 
nation in the city. The patricians were forced to guard 
the gates in their own perfons, in order to prevent the citi- 
zens from going out to join the malcontents ; but, notwith- 
ftanding this precaution, thofe who were burdened with 
debts, aiid fuch as loved novelty, efcaped, and fled to the 
camp of Sicinnius. In this general confufion the fenate 
met daily, and, after warm debates, in which they mu- 
tually accufed each other of indulgence and feverity, they 
at length agreed to fend a deputation to the malcontents, 
offering them a general pardon, and exhorting them to 
return to the city. But this ftep only ferved to increafe 
thc'infolence of the foldiers : the deputies were therefore 
fent back contemptuoufly, with no other anfwer, than 
that the patricians fhould foon find what enemies they had 
to deal with. This anfwer occafioned new alarms in 
the city 

In the mean time the two confuls, whofc magiftracy 
was near expiring, alfcmbled the centuries, which were 

Dion. Hat. ibid, Liv. Jib. ii. cap, 3z« ° Liv> ibid. 
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left ih Rbme for the eleflion of their fucceflbrs ; atid as 
noperfon, at fo dangerous a conjunfture, ftood candidate 
for that dignity, they obliged Pofthumius Cominius, 
and Spurius CafTius Vifcellinus, both confular men, and 
equally agreeable to the plebeians and patricians, to ac- 
cept the confulfhip. Their firft care was to convene tlic 
fenate, to deliberate upon the moft fpeedy and eafy 'me- 
thods of reftoring peace and union. 'Menenius Agrippa, 
the fenate. ^ great integrity, and who h^d ftood neuter in the 

divifions of the people and fenate, being the firft called 
upon to give his opinion, declared warmly for a reconci- 
liation w'lih the people, and propofed fending fuch depu- 
ties as were agreeable to them, with full power to accom- 
modate matters upon whatever conditions they (hould 
tiiink neceflary for the good of the republic. M. Valerius, 
the late dictator, upbraided the fenate with negle£ling his 
former counfels ; accufed them of indiferetion, in not 
offering the people an abolition of their debts by the firft 
deputation ; foretold, that the mutineers would, befides 
their firft demands, infift upon lading fecurities fer their 
future prefervation from oppreflion ; and laftly, declared 
for the opinion of Menenius, advifirig the fenate not to 
delay one moment giving the people fatisfaf^ion, let ihcir 
demands be what they would. Applus oppofed, in a 
very plaufible harangue, the opinion of Menenius and 
Valerius, and declared entirely againft treating with the 
rebels till they had laid down their arms ; but, on that 
condition, recommended mercy and indulgence. The 
fenate was divided ; the old men declared for Menenius 
Agrippa and Valerius 5 the young fenators, jealous of the 
prerogatives of their rank, efpoufed the opinion of Appius 
and the uproar was fo great, that they almoft came to 
blows. The two confuls, who were difpofed to favour 
the people, having conferred together in private, deter- 
mined to give time to thofc hot fpirits to cool; and with 
that view put off the declfion of this great affair till an- 
other day. But before the affembly broke up, in order to 
intimidate the young fenators, who had behaved in a 
very audacious manner, they threatened to exclude them 
from the fenate, by fixing the age (O) neceffary for a fe- 

nator, 

(O) It is manifell: from the fenate ; and yet that there 
hence, that the laws hid not was a fixed age afterwards re- 
yet determined at what age a quired, is very certain ; for 
pcrlbn might be admitted into Tully, in fpeakirg of Pompey 

lays, 
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n^itor, unlefs they brought a more peaceable difpofition of 
mind with them. Some days aftei the fenate met, when 
every thing was tranfa£led with great tranquility: Mene- 
nius being defired again to declare his fentiments, ftill 
continued to think it neceiTary, that plenipotentiaries 
fliould be fcnt to the malcontents, with full power to grant 
them whatever they fhould think confiftent with the good 
of the republic. All the fenators who had been confuls 
agreed with Menenius, except Appius, who continued to 
proteft againft treating with rebels till tl]ey had laid down 
their arms ; and prayed Jupiter, and the tutelar gods of 
Rome, that he might be deceived in his apprehenfions of 
the evil confequenees of fuch a ftep 

How'ever, the fenate, determined by all means to divert Deputies 
the prefent evil, continued in their former refolution of Sent by tht 
fending commiflioners to treat with the malconteius. Ac- 
cordinglyten were named, and among them T. Lartius, 
Mciienius Agrippa, and M. Valerius, all tliree in great 
eileem, and of whom two had governed the republic, and 
commanded her armies in quality of diQators. Thefe, 
with their colleagues, fet out for the camp, where they 
M^ere received with all the refpeft due to their charadler. 

The prefence of the deputies would have beenfufficient to 
bring back the mutineers to their duty, had not fome tur- 
bulent fpirits taken care to keep up the fire of difeord- 
Thefe were Sicinnius Bellutus, and another plebeian of 
the fame charadfer, named Lucius Junius, like the foun- 
der of the republic; nay, he affected the furname of 
Brutus, thinking himfelf deflined to deliver the people 
from the tyranny of the fenate, as the famous Brutus had 
freed Rome from the oppreffions of the kings. Thefe 
two, being appointed by the malcontents to treat with the 
deputies from the fenate, effaced, with their artful 
fpeeches, the impreffion which the prefence of the depu- 

® Liv. lib. ii. cap. 32, 

(i), fays, that he commanded what age the law fixed is un- 
armies before he had attained certain. Dio Caifius limits it 
10 the age that was required in to twenty-five, which was the 
a fenator : the fame is affirmed age required for the quador- 
by Plutarch ; and no expreflioii ftiip, the firlt office of any con- 
is iBOre frequently made ufe fiderablc note. However, \vc 
of by the ancient hiftorlans, in read of many perfons promoted 
chc lives of great men, than to this dignity, without any 
ihat of Stas fenatoria- But regard had to their years, 

(1) Cic. pro Leg^ Manil. 
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tics, and their harangues had made on the minds of the 
multitude. But Menenius Agrippa, after having aflured 
them that the fenate had, with unanimous confent, de- 
termined tD annul all bonds and obligations at prefent 
fubd/ling, fo foftened the populace by this promiTe, and 
the famous apologue of a confpiracy of all the- mem- 
bers of the human body againft the ftomach, which’he 
applied to the people and the fenate, that they all cried 
out they were fatished, and that he might lead them back 
to Rome P. 

This fudtlen motion alarmed the pretended Brutus, who 
reprefented to the people, that they ought indeed to be 
very thankful for the abolition of their debts ; but that he 
i could riot forbear letting them know, he was very appre- 
henfive about their future fate ; and therefore was of opi- 
nion, that means Ihould be found to fecure the liberties 
of the people againft the attempts of the ambitious pa- 
tricians, “ What other fecurity can you alk,” replied 
Menenius, bcfules what our laws, and the conftitution 
of the republic already afford?^’ “ Give^us leave (anfwcr- 
td Brutus), to choofe annually out of the body of the 
plebeians a certain number of magiftrates, who, with- 
out having any other authority in Rome than that of pro- 
teding them, may oppofe or difaiinul any edids or judge- 
ments which (hall be burdenfome to the people. If you 
come hither with a fincere intention of peace, you can- 
not rejed fo equitable a propofal.” The deputies, fur- 
prifed at fuch a demand, told them, that they alked a very 
extraordinary indulgence, which abfolutely exceeded the 
bounds of their inftrudions and powers ; but that M. 
Valerius, and fome others of the deputies, would make 
their report of it to the fenate, and return with an an- 
fwer. 

Accordingly, they repaired with all fpeed to Rome, 
'where M. Valerius gave his opinion in favour of the peo- 
ple ; wdiile Appius, burning w ith indignation, exclaimed 
againft the dreadful confequences which would attend 
fuch condefeenfiom But his remonftrances were negled- 
cd, and the other fide prevailed, mod of the fenators be- 
ing weary of thefe divifions, and defirous to have peace on 
any terms j fo that, with almod an univerfal confent, a 
fenatufconfultum or decree of the fenate was paiTed, per- 
mitting the creation of thefe new magiftrates, who were 
called tribunes of the people. This decree, which irir 

r Liv. lib, ii. cap. 3s. 

eluded 
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eluded alfo. tlic iibolition of debfcs^ was carried by the de- Vr. of PIL 
puties of the fenate to the camp as a feal of peace. The 
people were now impatient to return to Rome; but the ^nteCftl, 
leadars of the fedition would pot allow them to feparate^ y ^ 
before they had elfrdled the new magiftrates. The aifemA ‘ 
bly was held in the camp, and the aufpices being takeiii Tribumt^ 
the fuffrages were gathered by curise, when L. Junius 
Brutus, and C. Sicinnius Bellutus, Were chofen the firft 
tribunes. Thefe immediately named the two Licinii, 

Publius and Caius, with Sp. Icilius Ruga, to be their col* 
leagues Before they left the camp, a law wa« palTedi 
whereby the perfons of the tribunes were made facred. 

To make this law perpetual, all the Romans Were obliged 
to fwear, for th.emfelves and their poftcrity, that they 
would inviolably obferve it. Aficr thefe regulations, the pe^ph 
people erefled an altar to Jupiter the Terrible, on the 
lop of the hill where they had encamped ; and, having 
confecrated the place of their retreat, which, from this 
time, was called the Sacred Mount, they followed the 
deputies of the fenate, and returned to the city ^ (P). 

* One 

n 

9 Dion. Halle, lib vi. p. 368. ^ Dion. Hal, p. 386—4.10, 

Liv. lib. iii. cap. 30 — 33. t 

(P) The tribunes were at had no' toga prsetexta, liftors^ 
firft five in number but in a or curulc chair j but were ha- 
few years fire more were add* bited like private men, and 
ed. They were always chofen attended only by one fervant, 
by the plebeians, and out of called viator. Their power 
their body. Their foie func- was confined within the walla 
tion was to defend the fiber- of Rome, or extended at moft 
ties of the plebeians, and to tef a mile round t^e city. They 
interpofe in all grievances of- were not allowed to be abfent 
fered them by their fuperiorB. from the city a day, Dio fa^a 
This interponng in matters de- an hour, except in the feria 
termlned by rhe fenate, or othfer Latina, To flhew their rca- 
m^iftrates, • was called inter- dinefs to pmtc6l the people, 
celno,' and was jfcrformed by they were obliged to keep their 
ftaiiding up, and pronouncing doors open night &nd day. ' 
only one word, ‘‘ Veljp: I for- Theirauthority wa® verygre^g 
bid it,” They had their feats for though at firft they pre- 
pi^aced at^the door of the fe- tendednnly to prevent oppref- 
nate, andVerc never admitted fian^)^r afterwards they ufurp* 
but when the confuls called ed the power of doing almoil 
them to aik their opinion upon whatever they pleafed, having 
fome affair that concerned the the populacexb fuppoft them, 
interefts of the people. As for They affcmbled the. pcoplci 
the enlii^ns of mcir office, they ^ enacted Uwi, made decrees, 

VOL.X. ^ ' Sii4 
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One of the firft fteps of the tribunes towards an m- 
dreafe of power was, to alk permiffion of the fenate to 
choofe two afliftants rn the execution of their office* This 
new demand was alfo complied with, and two perfons were 
chofeu out of the plebeians to be the tribunes afliftants or 
agents. Thefc afterwards had the cognizance of a great 
many Affairs, which before belonged to the confuls, ajul 
the infpeftion of all buildings, both public and private ; 
from which laft branch of their office they took the name 
of zediles,' with the epitjiet of plebeian, to diftingiiiJh 
them from the sediles curqles, of whom we fliall fpe. k 
hereafter. , 

Concord beingthus re eftablifhed in Rome, troops v\ic 
^eafily raifed to march againft the Volfci, M^hom the con- 
ful Cominius defeated in a pitched battle, and took from 
them Longula and Polufca. . He marched next to befiege 
Corfoli, the metropolis of the Volfci, which he likewiie 
reduced, and g^ntd a vitfory over the Antiates the fi'.mc 
day. But Caius Marcius, a young patrician, liad all i]\e 
glory of both aftions ; /or the belieged having made a vi- 
gorous Jally, and driven the Romans back quite to tlicir 
intrenenments, Marcius, by his words and example, ral- 
lied the fugitives, brought them back to the charge, and, 
having obliged the enemy to retire into the city, followed 
riiemfo clofe, that i*c entered v ith them, and made liim- 
felf mafter of the placC; lie ihcn haflened to join the 
confuhs army, which was upon the point of engaging 
wdth.the Antiates, who were come to alhft their allies. 
In the engagement which enfued, he behaved with equal 
bravery, and was attended with equai fuccefs, the v.'ciovy, 
which wavS gained, being* entirely owing to his courage 
and prudent conduft. Next day the conlul, having cauf- 
ed his tribunal to be ■credled before his tent, and called 
his foldiers together, .made an harangue to thejUj which 
was little more than a panegyric on the brave Marcius. 
He put a crown of gold upon his head ^ afllgned him a 
, tenth part of toe fppil ; gave him a fine horfe, with rich 
furniture, in the name pf the republic i allotted him as 
much money as he could carry away J and, laftly, allow- 

and ejnscuted thern upon the than thofe which they were 
.ma^iflrates themfelvcs, com- firfl creaied to appeafe; whence 
iuairdilig fometimes the confuls they are flyled by fome of the 
' io be carried to prifoh. In ancients, ‘‘ the bane of the 


Ihort, diey occ^ifioned greater public tranquility 
difturbWc« ib the Hate than • ^ » 
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cd hitti tb chobfe any ten of the prifoncirs. But of all 
thefe prefents the youngTiefo accepted only the horfe^ and 
demanded but one captive of the ten, an did friend of hia 
family, with a defign to give hirn his libertyf This ge- 
nerous and clifinterefted condu£f filenced even jealoufy 
felf. All refpe£ted a hero whole fentiments were as 
ndble as his valour was unrivalled. But the conful, to 
arid to the glory *of the brave warrior, bellowed on him 
the fiirname of Coriolaniis^ transferring thereby from 
f. tafelf tQ Marcius all the honour of the conquelt of Co- 



JTie enemies of Rome, terrified by the reduifbion of the 
remained quiet at home ; fo that the conful dif^ 
h uuled his army, and war was fucceeded by works of tqa 
public games, and treaties of peace. The ancient 
dliaiice was rent vveil with' the Latins, and a third day 
ridded to the ferix Latinx. In the meantime Men^iiis Latins rfJi 
Agrippid icd in great poverty. His relations refolved to mwd. . 
burv lu;n with )ut ceremony \ but the people, at. the irno- 
tio:; 'L their new tribunes, agreed to pay a fextans, qc 
ounces of bral's, a-head, lowcrds the expence of a 
nK'gnifirent funeral. The fenate, thinking it would le- 
no frnull dilhonour upon them to fufFer an illuftrioUs 
paLiician lo be buried at the fixpcnc^* cf the people,* allot- 
ted. a fum out oi the public treafiny for his funeral, and 
rommitterl the care of it lo the quaeftors. Neverthelefs 
the people resided to receive back their money, ordering 
it be given the children of the deceafed Menenius'- 
J'his memorable confalihip euded with a cenfils and luf- 
ti Lim, when there appeared to be but an hundred and ten 
thoLifand men in Rome fit to bear arms. 

Under the new adminillration of T. Geganlus, and Rowe/u/^^ 
P. Minutius, RomcfulTererf greatly bya famine j and this 
calamity revived the civil dilTenfions, The fenate, in or- 
der to dilburden the city, fent away great numbers of 
people to plant colonies at Velitrse and Norba^ not with- J 

Itanding the oppofition of the tribunes. Iri the mean f 

time the Antiates, taking advantage of the famihe with 
Mrhich Rome W'^ affli(aed, and df* the difcoM between the 
people and the fenate, made incurfiOni to the gates of ^ 
the city. Cotiolanus could ilot bear this, idftllt 5 ^ the T’hegallani 
tribunes ftiU oppOfed any regular levies, he put .himfelf 
at the head oT a band of volilhtecrs, advanced into die 

* Dion. Hah lih..yi. p« 411—416. ► Liv. lib. Vu capi 33. in 
Cohol. > DioD« Hai, ibid. Idv. ubi Idpra* 
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enemy'6 countty, defeated theni in fevcral engagements, 
and returned loaded with a rich booty, confifting of corn, 
cattle, and flaves. At this exploit the patricians tri- 
umphed, and the plebeians complained of their tribunes, 
for having diverted them from following fo fucccfsful a 
leader. On the other hand, the tribunes, wh#fe credit 
fubfifted only by the mifunderftanding they fomented be- 
tween the two orders in the commonwealth, endeavour- 
ing to excite the populace to a general revolt, openly ac- 
cufing the patricians of being the caufe of the fcarcity, 
while 'their own families were plentifully fupplied with 
provifions. The fenate, alarmed at the ftorm that threat- 
ened them, met daily to deliberate on the means to avert 
it. Some of the fenators thought it necefl'ary to employ 
foft words and fair promifes to gain over the raofl: mutin- 
ous. But the Opinion of Appius prevailed, which was, 
thaf the tribunes fhould be threatened with the fevereft 
punifliments, as difturbers of the public peace, if they did 
not amend their behaviour. « 

But when the confiils came to declare to the curise the 
refolution of the fenate, the tribunes interrupted them, 
and even difputed their right of fpeaking in the co- 
mitia, contending that their province was confined to 
the ftnate. The contelt growing very warm, and the 
moft irafcible individuals in each party being ready to 
come to blows, Brutus, ,^who was now but sedile, defired 
leave of the confuls to fpcak to the people, promifing to 
quiet the difpute. Gegaiiius and Minutius, plcafed with 
the deference paid them, readily confented th let him fay 
what he thought fit. But he, inllcad Of addrelTing him- 
felf cither to the tribtines, or the people, turned to tb^ 
cohful Geganius, who had been one of the commiflioners 
fent to th^ malcontents on the Sacred Mount, and alked 
him; whether he remembered, that one of the articles of 
the late reconciliation was, that no patrician Ihould in^ 
terrupt thofe who were appointed to take care of the in- 
terefts of the people i “ I remember it very well,” re- 
plied the conful, “ Why then (added Brutus), do you 
now come hither to difturb the conference between the 
'people and their tribunes Becaufe (faid Geganius), 
thi# afiembly was fummoned by us, and not by you.^’ 
The conful added too raftilyi that, if the tribunes had 
^onvened the aiTembly, he would not'evd^i have coeqe to 
hear what they faid. . At thefe vi^ords Brutus cried out 
alojid, ‘‘ That is enough j you ^grant all we afle ; fpeak 
to-<lay as much as you plcafe; to-iliorrow I will tell you 

how 
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how far our power extends, and how far yours may be 
carried.’’ Next morning, before it was light, the tribunes 
and jediles went the temple of V4ilcan, which flood 
near the comitium, and there aflcmbled the people, 
complaining of the attempt, that had been made the 
day before, to impofe filence upon them in the aflemhly 
of 'the people, whom it was their duty to defend. They 
then propofed to the curiae the following law, empower- 
ing the tribunes to harangue the people : Let no man 

prefume to interrupt a tribune, who is fpeaking in the af- 
fembly of the Roman people- If any one infringe this 
law, he fliall immediately gHrebail to pay tbe fine to which 
he fhall be condemned : if he refufes to give this fecurity, 
he fhall be put to death, and his goods confifeated : the 
difficulties which may arife about thefe fecurities fliall be 
referred to the people, and determined by them.” This 
law was confirmed by the fuffrages of the people, bq^re 
the confuls could make any oppofition to it. 1 he fenate 
indeed rrfufed to confir|| it ; but then the people, in 
their turn, would not accept the decrees of the fenate. 
Thus thefe two tribunals were ever oppofing one another'^ 
but the people always gained their point by their num- 
bers, and the unanimity of tbeir leaders. 

The people, fatisfied with having enlarged the pov^ijr 
of their tribunes, bore the famine patiently, and conti- 
nued quiet, till plenty of corn arriving ftom. Sicily, in the 
cpnfulatc of M. Minutius mid A. Sempronjus, furnifhtd 
the tribunes with a new occafion of rekindling feditiou. 
The fcnatoi^wbo favoured the people, propofed diftribut- 
ing gratis, among The poor, the corn which had been 
bought with the public money. But the oppofite fadfion 
infifted on holding up the price of bread, in order to keep 
the populace in dependence and fubjedion. The iamous 
Coriolanus, at the head of the fevere party, fpbke loudly 
againlj fhewing any indulgence to the people he even 
propofed lo abolifli the office of tribune, and take ve,ngcancc 
of the populace fo* their paft infolcnce. "1 he fenators 
were divided in their opinions, but the greater part de- 
clared for r^-eftablifhing the government upon its ancient 
foundations, and annulling the treaty concluded on the 
Sacred Mount. Thefe proceedings enraged the tribunes, 
who left the aflemhly, in the greateft fury, calling out 
aloud on the gods, the avengers of perjury, to witnefa 
the folemn oaths by which the fenate had autho/ifed the 
eftablifhment of their dignity. Ihe people, fired by their 
^dtious magiflratesj were ready to break into the fenate. 
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and there facrlfice Corujianqs to their hatred and re- 
venge • 

The tribunes, however, that their proceedings might 
be regular, reftrained their rage ; and, having aflembled 
the curisE, fummoned Corlolanus to appear before them ; 
but he defpifed a fummons brought hin> from a tribunal 
which he did not acknowlegc. In confequence of this 
contempt, the tribunes, with a gang of the moft mu- 
tinous amongft the plebeians, waited for him at the door of 
the fenate, with an intention to feize him when he came out. 
But as he had a ilronger guard with him than they, com- 
pOfed of young fenatofs, who had a great refpeiSi for his 
perfon, the tribunes and their officers were repulfed. 
The uproar, however, was encreafed on the one hand by 
the crowds of people, who flocked together from all parts 
of the city; and on the other by'thc patricians, who haf- 
tened to the affiftance of Coriolanus. But in the mean 
time the coiifuls interpofing, difperfed the crowd, and 
partly by entreaties, ‘partly byjp^eir authority, ‘prevailed 
upon the people to retire. Next day the tribunes, having 
aflembled the people early in the morning, inveighed, as 
ufual, againft the whole order of the patricians, but in 
particular againft Coriolanus, repeating the words he had 
VUcred in the fenate relating to the diftribution of corn. 
Then they exaggerated the violence he had ufeds^gainft 
them the day before ; the ill treatment their officers had 
rrftt with from him and his coiapany ; and the great num- 
ber of men he bad*alw^ays about him., whom they called 
the tyrant’s guards. After they had, with lo% and bitter 
Jnvcvlives, rendered Coriolanus odious to the multitude, 
they added, that if thete was any patrician, who would 
undertake his defence, he might mount the tribunal, and 
fpe.ik to the people. Then Miniitius, the eldefl: conful, 

f refenting liimfelf, in a long fpeeth, ’cleared the fenatg 
rom the imputation of having occafioned the famine; 
exciifcd the imprudent warmth of Coriolanus.^; delired 
them to remember his virtues as wclk as his faults, and 
entreated them, in the name of the fenate, to forgive his 
indiicretion. 

I he gentle ■•kvords of Minutius, joined with promifes of 
fiidden plenty, foftened and calmed the people. But the 
artful tribune Sicinnius effiaced*^all iinpreffions made on 
their minds in favourof Coriolanus. After having thanks, 
cd the confuls and patricians for their favourable difpofiT 

V Pion, Hah ibid- JLiv. lib. in 34. 
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tioHj he cjchorted CorioJanus to ha\^e recouife to the cle- 
mency of the people, and to make an apology for his coii- 
dufl.- The tribune well knew, that CorioUnus was a 
man of too lofty a fpirit to (loop to fupplicatioiis ; and 
therefore did not doubt but he wn^ld provoke the people , 

afrefhwlth thi haughtinefs of his anfwcrs. Accordingly, Corlolanui 
the* young patrician, inftead of appearing as a criminal, pro^vokts ‘ 
alTumed the air of a judge, and, by an ill-timed exertion 
of courage, deftroyed the effefl: of the conful’s fpeech : 
for he owned what he had faid in the ienate, and refufe.d rif h:s an^ 
to fubmit to any tribunal, but that of the confuis \ pi^- j-wirs^ 
tefting with a loud voice, and a threatening look, that he 
would not have vouchfafed to appear in a tumultuous af- 
fembly of feditious men, had it not been to-reproach ihem 
with their crimes, and put forne check to their boundlefs 
riefires. Laftly, he declared his hatred to the tribmics, 
w^hom he called the bane of the public happinefs 

It is eafy to imagine, that fuch a fpeech mufl have 
greatly oifended the plebeians. Softe of them inclined 
to aflTaflinate him t)n the fpot: but Sicinnius, thinking itne- 
cefl'ary to obferve^ at leaft, fome appearance of juftice, put a 
ftop to the fury of the enraged multitude. Having confultr 
cd apart with his colleague, without fo rnuch as giving him- 
felf the trouble to coHecl the voices of the alTembly, he 
pronounced fentence of death upon Coriolaiius, and order- Comlanut 
ed him to be thrown headlong from the top of the Tarpeian candemned 
Piock ; a punifhmeiit inflitled upon fuch as were enemies 
to their country. The ^diles inltantly advanced \unJs' hm 

their officers* to put the fentence in execiuion. But the refemd 
fenate, and all the patricians in the afl'embly, haileiiingto by the pa~, 
his affiftance, placed him in the mid ft of them, deter- truians, 
mined to oppofe force with force. And now the people, 
cither tlunking their tribunes had carried th^ aniniofity 
too far, or awed by the prefence of the confWs, lefufefl 
to give affiftance to their ®diles. Sicinnius therefore, by 
the advice of Bruttis, refolved to profccute C^rijjUnus in 
a legal way, arid to convene the pesople by tribes for his 
trial. Of this refolution he gave Coriolanus^ notice in 
thefe words*. “ We cite thee, Corioianus, to appear be- 
fore the people in fi^hrand-twenty days.” then add- 
ed,^ As for thod'Jfl^jSbution of corn^ if the Ienate dees 
not take due care^iDf^that matter^ thQ tribunes \vill^ive 
direflions about it/’ Sp frying/ he adjourned the af- 
fcmWy. ^ . r. T , : , 

w Liv- lib.ii. cap, 34, Dian^ Hal. hb, yVi 0 
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' ^hefenate * In the mean time the fenate, in order to foothe the 
gnJeaVour people, fixed the price of corn at the loweft rate it ever 
to allay the had been at, even before the fedition. The confuls like- 
^teopU^^^ wife, fearing left the profccution of . Coriolanus ftiould 
^ ^ ' deter others from fpeaking their mind freely in the fenate, 
did all that lay in their power to appeafe*the tribunes. 
Minutius reprefented to them, that, by an immemotial 
cuftom, all proceedings in capital cafes were to begin in 
the fenate ; and that it belonged to the fenators to declare 
« lyhether it was proper to refer them to the people : he 

ailded; that the kings thcmfelves had paid this deference 
to fo auguft a body; and that he hoped the tribunes would 
nor violaie the ancient rules of the government,, but apply 
to rlv‘ fenate, if they had 'any crimes to lay to the charge 
of Coriolanus. He concluded by afl'uring thenl, that, 
acccTtfi'ng to the nature ,of the crime, and the folidity of 
the proofs, the fenate would refer the whole matter to 
the judgement of the people. Siclnnius exclaimed againll 
this propofal, pretei^ing, that the affajf naturally devolv- 
ed upon the people, as the fupremc colirt of judicature. 
But the other tribunes, plainly perceiving that they ftiould 
make thcmfelves odious even to the plebeians, if they fo 
manifeftly deviated from the ufual forms of juftice, agreed 
to let the'*"fenate decide, as ufual, whether .the people 
^un- ftiould take cognizance of the matter depending. How- 
ever, tljey infifted upon two conditions; ift. That the 
^ tribunes might be heard in the fenate, with retation to 
n the crimes wliich they pretended they had to lay to the , 
charge of the perfon accufed. 'zdly. That the fenators, 
after having been fworn, ftiould deliver their opinions re- 
gularly, and the confuls prbnouncc fentenCE according to 
th6 plurality of voices. The preliminaries being fettled, 

, the tribunies were introduced into the fenate. Dccius, 

J)eauj'r the youngeft of thciUj a man of great eloquence, under- 
fpuchtn fhew, that it belonged^ to the people to hear and 

rf dtrermiy the prefent taufe. He cited a law of Poplicor 

la, by which the plebeians, when ill-treated Hy the pa- 
tricians, were allowed to bring their qomplaints before the 
aflTeinbly of the people ; be urged, that Coriolanus, hav- 
ing been gyilty of a notorious inii^/ on the authority of 
the people, and the dJgriiry of theit^^^ibunes, the people 
M'ere therefore his legal Judges: he* exaggerated the* b§i- 
of Conolanus*s offence, and adviled’ihe fenate to 
their protef^ipn from ib proud ar^d infpknt a 
^^Irician *. r 

* Dion, p. 446, ^47. plut ifiCuiiyh 
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When the tribune had ended his*eecfi, the confuls Apfiius 
afked thq opinion af the aflTembly, beginning with the Claudmi ,, 
oldeft and m6ft venerable fenators. Appius Claudius, 
when it came to his turn to fpeak, enumerated, with 
great warmth, all the encroachments of the plebeians, l^unc^m ^ 
“ At firft, (faid he), they pleaded poverty, and only de- 
manded an abolition of debts. In the beginning of their 
feditious reparation, they feemed to be content with im-- 
pLinity, and leave to return hom^. After they had ob-^ 
tained this indulgence, they thought fit to demand a col- 
lege of tribunes to protedf them againft our decrees. They 
infilled that the authority of thefe ofRcers fbould he fa- 
cred, and their pc rfo ns inviolable. Then, by .the help of 
thefe new magiftrates, they m^de lav/s without 6ur pri- 
vity, defpifed thc'authority of the fenate and confuls, and 
difannulled our decrees. And now, by an unhe^rd-Of 
ufurpacion, they fummon a moll illullrious patrician to 
appfear at their tribunal, where he is to be tried as a cri- 
minal, only for sdclivering his opinion freely-^^ After this * 
remonftrance, be exclaimed againft fuffering Coriolanus 
to be tried by the people, or making any conceffionS to 
them ; and exhorted the fenatOrs not to fear a civil war,- 
celling them, that botK gdds and m^n would join in their 
defence. * • : 

But the popular Valerius was of a contrary* opinion. VaUriut 
He exaggerated the horrible confequences of a civil war, /peaks in ' 
and endeavouted to (hew, that thcii paying fome deference 9/ 

to the people, and their tribunes, was the only expedient 
to quiet their fury both againfl their country and the of- 
fender- His opinion prevailed, and it ^as carried by a I'he fenate 
majority, that Coriolanus Ihould be tried by the people, conjent 
When the decree was ready to be drawn up,' Coriolanus, 
finding the feliate had deferted him,- defti'ed to know yg 
what crime in particular he was to be accufed of. The tri- tried bj the 
bunes anfwered, that they would confine their whole ac- t/iefeopU, 
cufation to the fingle crime of ufurping tyrannical power. 

Lfprfh that condition (replied Coriolanus j, I liave nothing 
to objeft to the decree of the fenate ; let it be put in writing 
I will appear before the people, and anfwer that frivolous 
charge.** Thus, with the confeht of all parties, the de- 
cree was drawn up, and put into the hands of the tribunes, 
who immediately nflembled the people, read ft to them, 
and exhorted all the citizens of, the republic, as well thofe 
^ who dwelt in the country as the inhabitants of Rome, to 
be in the forum on the day appointed for tho4|j^lfion of 
(his affair. Tb^ decree of the fenate allowed the accufed 

feven- 
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fcven-and twenty Ays to prep.ue his defence; during 
which time the tribunes frequently conferred arnong 
themfelves, and with the leading men among* ple- 
beians, as if the prefervation of the republic had depended 
on the deftruftipn of Coriolanus y. 

When the appointed day arrived, new difputes arofe re- 
puies about lating to the form of the comitin, by which the accofed 

%c 9 mUia Uibunes had feparated the people by 

tribes before the fenator’s came ; whereas, from the reign 
if Servius Tullius, the voices had always been collefted 
by centuries. The confuls were for adhering to the an- 
cient cuftom, being convinced that they could fave Co- 
riolanus, if the voices were reckoned by centuries, of 
which the patricians thcmfelvcs, and the /icheft citizens, 
made the majority. But* the artful tribunes, alleging 
that, in an affair relating to the rights of the people, 
every citizen’s, vote (hould have its due weight, w'Oiild 
not by any means confent to let the voices be colle^leJ 
otherwife than by tribes. The people being affembled, 
Minutius, the cgnful, fpoke firft, and endeavoured to per- 
fuadc ihe people to be fatisfied with* Coriolanus’s fubmif- 
/lon in being brought to a trial before them, and not fuf- 
fer it to be faid, that fo illuRrigus a citizen underwent the 
forms of juflice like a criminal. But if you perfift, 
(faid he), and are determined to vote, remember that the 
whole fenate is come hither to fue for his pardon. Will 
you refufe it to three hundred of the moft venerable men 
in the republic ? No ; the moll bitter enenay can never 
refufe fuch powerful interceflbrs.’’ Sicinnius aiifwered, 
with a haughty air, ‘‘ That he was not fo cowardly as to 
betray the interefls of the people ; and that the affembly 
fhould not be difmiffed till the affair was determined by 
Corhlanus a majority of voices.” “ Well then, (replied Minutius), 
h tried m fince you obftinatcly infift, that Coriolanus fliall be tried 
pfihf people affembly, notwithftanding our entreaties, 1 de- 

%tnbeT^ mand that, purfuaiit ip your agreement with the fenate, 
you confine your accufatioA to the fingle article of tyranny, 
and bring proofs and wntneffes of this crime-” Sicinnius 
then began the accufatioii, and, reviewing the whole life 
of Coriolanps, reprefented him as aiming, in every part 
of it, at regal power 

Uii noble When the tribune had done fpeaking, Coriolanus pre- 
4ejence, fentcd bimfelf in the aflembly, and anlweied the calum- 
nies thrown upon his condudl by a bare recital of his Icr-i. 

y Didn^Hpl. ibid. Plutarch, in Curiolan. Liv. lib. ir, c^p. 34. 
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vice'y. He firfl: enumerated the many campaigns he had 
made^in the fervlce of the republic*, then he expofed to 
the view of the people many crowns with which he had 
been rewarded by the Roman' generals ; and every time 
he Ihewed the people any of thofe proofs of his valour, he 
called upon the commanders, who had honoured him 
with' them, to teftify the truth of vi^hat he faid. He like- 
wife named the many citizens he had faved in battle, 
and defired them to’ ftand up and witnefs what he ad- 
vanced. Tkefe men immediately appeared in the midft 
of the aflembly, and, ftretching cut thtir hands as fup- 
pliants, conjured the aftembly not to deltroy'a inaii to 
M^hom they were indebted for their lives : they olTcrcd to 
take the place of the accufed, and to fecurc bis life at the 
cxpence of their own. As thefe*were moftly plebeians, 
their Ifghs, and prefling folicitations, made fuch an im- 
preflion on the multitude, that they could not refraiti 
from tears. Then Coriolanus, tearing away his robe, 

(hevyed his bread all covered with the fears of the many 
wounds he hadieceived; and, at the fame time, with nii 
air of confidence mixed with modtilly, It was to fare 
thefe worthy men (faid he), that I have received the 
wounds you fee: let the tribunes fhew, if they can, how 
fuch aftions are confiftent with the treacherous dehgns 
they lay to my charge. Is it eafy to believe, that a man 
who has done nothing to gain the favour of the people 
but hazard his life for them, could have a defign of ufgrp- 
ing the throne 

He had fcarce done fpeaking, when the mod worthy 
men among the plebeians cried out, thatfo good a citizen 
ought to be acquitted 5 and that a man of his birth and Hareinhis 
merit ought not to have been brought to trial upon fuch Juvour. 
flight prefyniptions. Even the mod mutinous thought, 
that the accusers had not exhibited fufficient proofs of the 
crime laid to his charge. So that the aflembly was jud 
ready to break up, much to the reputation of Coriolanus, 
when the tribune Decius, alarmed at this change, brought 
in* a new charge againd him, importing, that, contrary 
to the Roman laws, he had difpofed of the fpoils taken 
from the Antiales in his late expedition, during the fa- agafnft 
mine, among his foldicrs, ihdead of delivering them to him. 
the qurcdor. This (faid Dccius) is a plain proof of his 
evil defigns ; with the public money he fecured^o himfelf 
creatures and guards, and fupporters of his intended 
ul^rpatfon# I^t him make it appeafj that be had power 

to 
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to difpofe of thfe booty without violating the Jaws. ■ Let 
him anfwer direftly to this one article, without dazzling 
us with the fplendid thew of his crowns and fears, or 
ufing any other arts to amufe the affembly.” Neither Co- 
riolanus nor his friends were prepared for this accufation; 
fo that the tribunes, taking advantage of their furprize, 
exaggerated this breach of the law. Siciiinius infolently 
aJked him, whether he wafe king of Rome ; and by what 
authority he had difpofed of what belonged to the repub-- 
lie and ‘the RorOvIn. people. All Coriolanus could fay, 
was, that thofe of the people who had attended him in 
that expedition, had received tne whole benefit of that 
pillage. ISut the tribunes, urging he had, by that dif* 
trihution, violated a law which was as aiicicnt as Rome 
itfelf, rekindled the former animofity of the peopfe againft 
him, efpecially of thofc who had not been (harers in 
the booty. » 

Of this animofity they laid hold, as the moll favourable 
opportunity to colledl the fuffrages, fo that Coriolanus 
might be condemned to perpetual baniffii'nent. Of the 
twenty-one tribes but nine voted for him, and the reft 
againft^im.. The joy of the people upon this great event, 
is not to be imagined : they never exprefied more, even 
after the ^reateft vidlories 5 and,’ indeed, not without 
reafon ; for, by the advantage they had gained over the 
fenate and the nobility, the form of government was ab-^ 
fnlutely changed : the plebeians, who had been hitherto 
^dependent on the patricians, were become their judges, 
polTclTedof aright to call before their tribunal tl|e great eft 
men in the commonwealth, and to decide their fate. On 
this occafiori .it was cafy to cliftinguifb the patricians from 
/the plebeians by the fortoworjby which appeared in their 
countenances. Coriolanus was the only-petfon among 
the former who feemed unconcefaicd. He neither fiiid 
nor did any thing un'vyorthy of his ufual magnanimity. 
He repaired immediately to his own houfe, where he 
found his mother Veturia, .and Volumnia, his wife, 
in tears. He exhorted them to behave with conflanCy 
and fortitude under the various events of life \ and, hav- 
ing rccomitended to them the care of his children, who 
were yet but infants, he took his leave, not faffering any 
body to attend him in his exile, except three or four of 
his clients. A gieacnumber of thefeuatora, and otherpa- 
tricians, attended him to the gate of the city; hut, being 
juftly offended at the wcaknefs of their conduct. Tic fadd 
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not one word to them by the way, and parted from them 
with the fattie reproachful filence 

Th^Uuftrious exile fpent the firft days of his banlfli- 
ment at a country-fcat of his own, in the neighbourhood 
of Rome, There, being left wholly to himfelf, he could 
not refill the ftrong motions of , his refentment, but re- He refolvij ■ 
folved to revenge the affront he had fuftained. 
taken this refolution, he call his eyes upon the 
nations*that were neighbours and enemies to Rome ; and 
finilingnone mofe exafperaCed againft the Romans, or in 
a better condition to undertake a war, than the Volfci, 
he determined to feek a retreat among them, not doubting 
but he fliould prevail upon them to efpoufe his quarrel, 
and join with him in purfuing their common revenge. 

The Volfci at that time formed a republic, confifting of 
feveral fmall cantons united by a league, and governed by 
an affembly of deputies from each. One Attius Tullus, 
or, as Plutarch calls him* Tullus Amphidius, a man of 
great experience in war, who had a confiderable intereft 
throughout^ the whole nation, was then their general. In 
the late canfli£ls between the Romans and the Volfci, he 
had been often encountered, and always conquered, by 
Coriolanus. 

However, the Roman thought he could difclofe his re- 
fentmehts, and entruft his life, with none more fafely 
than with a brave man, who perhaps might entertain as 
great an efteem for him as he had for Attius. He there- 
fore came to ,a refolution to apply himfelf directly to 
this general. Accordingly he left his retreat in difguife, 
and, in the evening, entered Antium, one of the chief. He retires 
cities of the Volfci, where Tullus refided. He went to to Antium^ 
his hoafe with his face covered, and fat down by the the chief 
hearth of the domeftic gods, a place facred in all the 
houfes of the ancient ^gans. Attius was at fupper in 
an inner. apartn^ntj^wnen news were brought J>im, that 
a ftrangcr, of a very, majeftic air, had, without fpeaking 
to any perfon, come into his houfe, and placed himfelf by 
t^e hearth of hii Lares- Attius immediately afked him 
who he was, and what he required- Coriolanus then 
unco.veied his face; but Attius not jecolle£ling his fea- 
tures, the Roman told him his name, acquainted him 
with bis cafe, and offered to afllft the Volfci againft Rome 
with his counfels, and alibis experience in war. Attius 
Immediately gave him his hand, received him with great 

^ Dion» Hah Jib. vi. p. 47Z. Livi lib. il. cap. 35. Plut. inCoriol. 
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kindncfs, and affurerl him of the friendihip of the VolfcJ, 
He then led him into his apartment, where they fpent 
fome days in private conferences about the means of pu- 
nifhin)^ Koine for the mifehiefs fhe had done the Volfci, 
and the hard ufage Coriolanus had received. 

But the great point was, how to bring the whole na- 
tion to a rupture with Rome. The Volfci had fufFered 
greatly in the lall war, and had, by yielding fome of their 
towns, and part of their territory, obtained of the republic 
a truce for two years. -As this truce was not yet expired, 
Tullus, though he had great intereft in the diets of the 
cantons of his country, could not promife that he fhould 
be able to perfuade the whole nation to take up arms. 
Hovirever, the two generals, at laft, found means to com- 
pafs what they delfVed. The Romans were making great 
preparations for public fports, which drew crouds of 
flraiigers from all parts. The Volfci efpecially went 
thither in great numbers ; a circumftance which gave no 
fmall uneafinefs to the confuls, whofe apprehenfions were 
increafed by an artifice which the two generals had con- 
certed together. This was to fuborn one of tbe Volfci to 
go to the confuls, and pietend to make a difeovery of a 
defign his countrymen had to fet fire to Rome, while the 
Romans were eiigrofled by the games antjjjublic fports in 
the circus The new confuls, C. Julius and Pinarius 
Rufus, who had been juft chofen in the room of Sul- 
pitius and Sp. Xartius, immediately made the report of the 
pretended plot to the fenatc ; and the fenate caufed, the 
lame day, a decree to be publiftied throughout the city, 
*requiring all the Volfci to leave it before fun-fet, on pain 
of death. The confuls being ordered to fee this decree 
put in execution, cfeiufeti all the gates of the city to be 
ihut, except thd gate Capena, tnrough which all the 
VoK^ci were driven out with ftiadjjf and ignominy. Tullus 
met them, ashy chance ; and hearing hfw tlicy had been 
treated, exaggerated fhe affront they had received. We 
alone (f.iid he), of all the different nations now in Rorne, 
are not thought worthy to fee the games. We alone, like 
the profaneft w’retches and outlaws, are driven from a 
public fcllival. Go, and tell in all y.our cities and villages, 
the diftinguilhing mark the Romans have put upon us.'’ 

He found no difficulty in exafpecating rriinds already 
.prcjtidiccd j a general diet was tumultuoully affembled, 
when all the deputies gnve their opinion, that they were 

b Liv.lib- ii. cap. 36, 37, Dio/ii Hal, p* 474. Pint, in Corioh 
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at liberty to begin the war without waUing.till the. truce 
was expired/ When Tullusj who condu&ed the ahair, 
faw his countrymen ready to carry fire andfword into the 
territory of Rome, he advifed them, before they broke 
up, to fend for Cofiolanus into their afl'cmbly ; telling 
them, that exile’s enmity to Rome was greater than their's ; 
and tJrat he was capable of doing more hurt to the Ro- 
mans than ever they had received at their hands. Corio- 
lanus being introduced into the aflbmbly, related his mif- 
fortunes ; and made a merit of choofing a retreat among 
the V'olfci rather than among the Latins, Hetrurians, or 
Sabines ; he perfuaded them to demand all the cities the 
Piomans had taken from them ; and laftly, offered to aflifl: 
their generals with his counfels and fword, without afpir- 
ing to any command in their armies. His fpeech was re- 
ceived with great applaufe ; and the ambafTadors were 
difpatched to Rome to demand the reftor^tion of the lands 
and cities which had been taken in the late war. But the 
only anfw'cr they brought back was this : thal^ the Romans 
would not reflore wdiat they had conquered j and that, if 
the Volfci were th€ firft to takqiarms, theiRomans would 
be the laft to lay them down ^ ^ 

In confequence of this anfwer, the Volfci unanimoufly 
appointed Tullus and Coriblanus to command their 
troops ; and to attach (he latter more ftriftly to them, 
conferred on hnn the dignity of fenator. The tw o gene- 
rals immediately raifed a numerous army, ^ which they di- 
vided into two bodies: Tullus with one ftaid in the coun- 
try to cover it on the fide of Latium, while Coriolanus 
with the other, cpnGfliing of the flower of the Volfcian 
troops, entered the territory of Rome before the confuls 
had taken any meafures to oppofe him, and made himfelf 
niafter of Circacum, Corbio, Vitellium, and Trebia. To- 
Jeria, Bola, Labicum, and Pedum, all in Latium, or on 
the confines of that country, were taken fword in hand, 
and the inhabitants given up to ihc fury qf an enemy 
vi(Roiious and enraged. As this irruption was not ex- 
pelled, Coriolanus found many Roman citizens difperfed 
about the country ; and thefe he made flaves. He burnt 
th eir farms, carried away the cattle, ckftroycd all the in- 
ftruments of huffiandry, and, in fhoj^ti carried fire and 
fword into all parts. How^ever, in that general, devafta- 
tion, egiher from regard to his old friends, o.r to keep up 
a reciprocal animofity betw'^cen the two parties, he fp^ed 

Liv'. lib. ii. cajp. 3S. Dion. Hah p: 475. 
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ihe boufes and lands of the patricians. This conduft 
had the defirecl efFeOr. ' The plcbt^ians comiflairied of tha 
patrlciana, ay if they had brought fo formidable an enemy 
upon them \ and the patricians upbraided the people with 
hfivipg forced fo great a captain to throw himfelf into the 
arms of the eneniy. As mutual diftruft, fufpicion, and 
hatred, reigiied in both parties, they w^ere not fo eager to 
repulfe the Volfci as to decry and ruin each other; fo that 
Coriolanus, finding no army in the fidld to oppofe his de- 
figns, carried on his conquefts, took Lavinium, and at 
length came aild encamped at the FolTa Cluilia, within 
five miles of Rome •*. 

The city was then filled with conflernatipn. The peo* 
pie, terri(ied at the approach of fo formidable an enemy, 
haflened into the forum, and there, with loud cries, de- 
manded peace, and the abolition of the decree by which 
Curiolanus had b^een banifhed. But the fenate, who had 
formerly piotedl^d the exile, now refufed to comply with 
the denVancls of the people, cither to clear ^tbemfelves 
from the fufpicion of maintaining a CDrrcfpondence with 
Coijolanus, o% perhaps ^ut of that fpirit of patriotifm 
which rendere(^ the Romans averfe from peace, when 
they were attended with bad fuccefs in war. However 
that be, the Roman general no fooner underRood the op- 
pofition the fenate m^de to his ritprn, than* he advanced to 
Rome, and Invcfled the place, as if he defigned to bcfiege 
it- Coriolanus continuing there that evening, and a good 
part of the next day, without making any motion, the 
Romans imagined he only waited for an opportunity of 
reconciling himfelf with his country. The fenate there- 
fore, in the following confulfliip of Sp. Nautius and Sex. 
Furius, refolved to fend a deputation to him, confifTing 
of five fenators, w'ho had been his moft zealous friends. 
Thefe were M Minutius, Pofthumius Cominius, Sp. Lar- 
tiiis, P. Pinarius, and Sulpitius, who had all been 
confuis. 'When Coriblanus underfiodd that the deputies 
\i^erc coming, he pleafed himfelf with the thought of 
humbling thofe proud republicans. He ordered them to 
be conduiffed through tvi^d ranks of foldicrs Handing to 
their arms, and gave them audiened fitting, and fur- 
rounded by the moft confiderable meiiamongft the 'V'olfci. 
Minutius, who Jiad been his chief advocate, reminded 
him of the regard the patricians had always fhewn for his 
iulercft ; and endeavoured to excufe, in fome meafure. 


d Dion. Hal. p. 477. l«iv, Hb. ii.cap. 39, 
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ttie people, of whom nine tribes had voted for hla being 
acquitted. He expoftuhted with him for carrying his re- 
fentmcnt to fuch an excefs, expatiated on ihe inllabiJity 
of fortune, and, Indly, invited him to throw himfelf into 
the arms of his native city, which ftretched them out, like 
■a temler mother, to receive him into her bofom. Corio- 
lantis anfwered, with a haughty air, that, as general of Hisanfu/er 
the V^ollci, he muft advife them to apply to the nation he to ih^ tie- 
ferved, and, in a fuppliai t manner, fue to them for peace, 
wlilrdi he engaged to procure for' them, upon condition 
that Rome rellored to the Volfci the country (Ise had 
taken from them, granted them the fame rights ofcilizen- 
fliip \i’hich (Tie had granted to the Latins, and recalled 
the Roman colonics from thofe towns of which ihe had 
unjiidly taken poffeifion. As to the ‘liberty offered him of 
going back to Rome, he faid it was not worth his accept- 
ance. “ Is a hare re-cftabllfhment in Rome (laid he), a 
fulfjcient fati'sfatlion for tlie affronts I have received? Can 
there be any fa let y for me, while a Sicinnius or a Dccius 
is able to aim. the populace againfl my life? No: Rome is 
an unnatural mother, wholias caft ofl-’a fon that was ufe- 
ful to her, and zealous for her glory. She fliall foon 
know, by the effe(fl:s of my refentment, whofe caufe it is 
that the gods efpoufe.’’ Having thus fpoken his fenti- 
ments with refpctfl: to the iiiterelts of the Volfci, and his 
own injuries, he affumed a more gentle air towards the 
deputies \ affured them, that he remembered, with plca- 
fiire, his obligations to them *, returned them thanks for 
the generous proteflion they granted to his wife and chil- . 
dren ; and told them, that, to flicw his gratitude, he 
wmuJd even allow the Romans a truce for thirty days, 
with reipeft to the proper territory of Rome ; but that, 
after the expiration of that time, he fhould expeft a deci- 
iive anfwer 

Coriolanus employed tht thirty day^ in making new Malles 
ennquefts in Latium, and then returned and encamped con- 
before R.ome with all his forces. The fenate had fpent 
that inteifval in deliberations ; and the refult of their de- 
bates may convey a true idea of the temper of thofe turns be - 
haughty republicans. Theyrefolvcd never to receive law /jre Rome. 
from their enemy, nor treat of peace with him, till he 
had laid down his arms, and retired from the territory of 
Rome, and from thofe of her allies. Their pride did not 
abate, notwithftanding the prefent calamity. They chofc 

^ Dion. Hal. lib. vii, p, 47S. Liv, lib, ii. cap. 39. Piuc. in Coriol. 
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ten new deputies to carry this meflage to Coriolanus, who 
returned them this fliort anfwer, that the Romans had 
no alternative but compliance with the articles, or war 5 
and that he allowed them three days more to come to a 
final determination. He even refufed to hear their reply, 
threatening to treat them as fpies, if they did not quit his 
camp immediately. The report of the deputies threw the 
city into the utmoft confternation. All that could be 
done in this univerfal dejeQion, was to appoint every one 
his pod, either on the ramparts, the Capitol, or in the 
towers. The tribunes were not now fo much as heard of ; 
the confuls, in the utmoft perplexity, aftembled the fe- 
nate ; expedient upon expedient was propofed ; and, at 
laft, they agreed to fend a new deputation to the enemy’s 
Camp, confilling of all the minifters of the gods, with 
which they thought Coriolanus could not but be aft'etled. 
Accordingly, all the priefts, augurs, facrificers, and guar- 
dians of the facred things, vj^ere. ordered to march out of 
the city in their habits of ceremony ■, and to conjure Co- 
riolanus, by the refpeft he Qwed to the gods, to grant 
peace to his country. But this deputation was as fruitlefs 
as the former. Coriolanus fent them back to the city, 
with orders to acquaint the fenate, that* tlie attack would 
immediately begin, if they did not fubmit to the condi- 
tions which he had propofed in the name of the Vedfeian 
nation ^ 

Upon the return of the priefts, the Romans Rooked 
upon the republic as loft ; the men ran in diforder to the 
walls, and the women in dcfpair to the temples, efpe- 
cially to that of Jupiter in the Capitol, where, with tears 
in their eyes, they implored of the tutelar gods of Rome 
the prefervation of their country, then on the brink of 
rui)i. Such was the face of affairs in the city, when a 
Roman matron, named Valeria, filler of the famous Va- 
lerius Poplirola, as if fhe had been moved by infpiratioiii 
turned to the other matrons, who were come in crowds 
to the temple of Jupiter, and fuggefted to them a refolu- 
tion which faved Rome. “ Let us not fuffef ourfelves, 
faid Ihe to thcnl, to fink under our prefent affliftions. 
What men could not do, womeii^ may perhaps accomplifti. 
We may perhaps fgften the heart of a conqueror, hi-^ 
therio inflexible, ^et us go in rtiis mournful drefs to the 
houfe of Veturia, tlie mother of Coriolanus, and per- 
fuadc her to accompany us to the camp of her fon, Co- 


^ Dion. Liv. ibid. 
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riolanus will never be able to rcfift the tears of his mp- 
thcr, his wife, and his children, when attended with all 
the women of diftin^fion in Rome.” This propofal being 
approved of by all who were prefent, they went imme- 
diately to the houfe of Veturia, whom they found with 
Voliimnia, her daughter-in-law, deploring their own mif- 
fortunes and thofe of Rome. Veturia, furprifed to fee 
fo many women of diltin^lion crowd to her, allced what 
had brought them to a houfe overwhelmed with forrow? 

“ You, replied Valeria, arc the only refuge we have left 
in our misfortunes. We come to intreat you to preferve 
our eftates, our honour, and our liberty, from the Volfci. 

Repair then with us to the camp of Coriolanus, accom- 
panied by Volumnia, and thefe tender children, who may 
foften the heart of their beloved father. Your prefence 
will perfuade him to prefer the prefervation of his defti- 
tute family to the gratification of his refentment, and the 
honours he may expetl from the Volfci. Nothing can be 
morje glorious for you, Veturia, than to recover your fon, 
deliver your country, and fave the lives of your fellow- 
citizens. Make no delay, fince the danger is great, and 
requires a fpeedy remedy.” Veturia, burfling into tears, 
replied, Alas ! my intereft in Coriolanus is but a poor 
refuge. What impreffions can women make on a war- 
rior fpirited by reyenge I am not wanting in affeftion 
to my country ; but what am I now in my fon's eyes ' 
more than other Roman women, who {hare the averhon 
he has for Rome ? This he fufficiently fliewed at his de- 
parture into banifhment. Coriolanus, faid he to iis, is 
now loft to you for ever. I have no longer either mo- 
ther, wife, or children. I renounce all, even my domef- 
tic gods. Can we then hope to foften fo hard a heart ? 

What fliall we perfuade him to do ? To love a country 
which has treated him fo injurioufly"? To betray a nation 
which has received him in its bofom ? Shall we dcfire 
him to fhew compaffion for a people who had none for 
him ? Let me fpend my days, Valeria, in grief and for- Pre'Vail 
row, and do not force me to fuffer the mortification of a 
refufal, which will be equally difhbnourable to Coriolanus 
and hi, s mother.” But Valeria renewing her entreaties, r^iake a 
and all the Roman matrons embracing the knees of Veturia, fourtfi at- 
and conjuring her not to refufe her country this laft af- tempt ufxpn 
fiftance, Veturia, at length overcome, promifed to comply 
with their requeft, if the fenate agreed to the experiment. 

Valeria immediately gave advice of this defign to the 
confuls, who propofed it in the fenate, where, after long 

F 2 debatesj 
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debates, it was approved of by the fathers. Then Vetu- 
ria, and the moll rllullrioiis of the Roman matrons, in 
chariots, which the confuls had ordered to be got ready 
for them, repaired to the enemy’s camp. Coriolamis be- 
ing informed, that his mother, his wife, and a great 
number of other matrons, were coming to his quaxters, 
determined to receive them with the fame refpe£l; that he 
had paid to the minillrrs of religion, but to grant them 
nothing ■, for he was not ignorant of the views the Ho- 
rn. ms had in fo unheard-of a tlepuLatinn. But, notwith- 
Itanding his relolution, he no fooner faw his mother and 
wife at the head of thi.s'tronp nt women, than he began 
to relent. He walked out of his tent •, ami ordering his 
liefors to lower their fafres before perlons Id dear to him, 
ran haililv ti^ embrace them. When they had given fome 
time to the firll emotions of nature, Veturia began to en- 
ter upon the rubjetf for which fhe came and Coriolanus, 
that he might not give any umbr ige to the Volfci, called 
the chief olhcers ot his army t(' be wirneil’es of what 
paffed in this interview. Veturia told him, that the Ro- 
man matrons who attended her, had omitted nothing, 
during his abfence, that could comfort her and his wife 
Volumnia in their afflitiion ; that they were come to beg 
peace of him once more, and to conjure him, by all that 
was dear to him, to turn his arms againfl: other enemies. 
Coriolanus replied, that he could not think of betraying 
the interells of a nation which had trufted him with the 
command of their army, and honoured him with a place 
in their fenate •, that he had found more honours at An- 
tium than he had loft at Rome ; and that nothing would 
be wanting to his happinefs, if (he and ^^olumnia would 
leave the ungrateful city, and enjoy among the Voifcl the 
honours which they would pay to the mother and wife 
ot their general. 

'J'he Volfci an officers feemed much pleafed with this 
anfvi cr but Veturia, avoiding any comparifon between 
Rome and Antium, which would have ofi'ehded them, 
declared, that ffie would never require any thing of him 
that might be a blemiffi upon his honour; -but that, with- 
out being wanting in what he owed to the Volfci^ he 
might mediate a peace equally advantageous to both na- 
tions. I'hen railing her voice, the added : And can 
you, my foil, reject a prnpofal fo equitable ? Can you 
prefer the int^,reft of a ciuel and obtliiiate revenge to the 
tears and entreaties of your mother ? Conlider, that your 
anfwer is to decide the fate of my glory, aiui alfo of my 

life. 
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life. A Roman woman knows how to die, when her 
honour calls upon her. If I cannot move you, know I 
have rcfolved to die in your prefence. You lhall not 
march to Rome, without treading under your feet the 
body of her to whom you owe your being/' 

Veturia, perceiving her fpeech made a deep imprelTion 
on Ins mind, continued her difeourfe, conjuring him, by 
the great Jupiter, who prefided in the Capitol, and by 
the manes of his father and anceltors, to withdraw his 
troops from Rome, and allow the Romans, for her 
fake, a truce for a year, that, in this inrerval, meafures 
might be taken to procure a folid and lading' peace. 
“ Grant this, my fon, faid die i and if my tears and 
prayers are not able to move you, behold your mother at 
your feet, imploring of you the prefervation of her coun- 
try.” With theCe words, l*he ..embraced his knees.; his 
wife and children followed her example ; and all the Ro- 
man matrons begged for mercy with tears and lamenta- 
tions. Coriolanus, feeing his- mother at his feet, could 
hold out no longer; but, amidd a druggie of did'erent 
padions, exclaimed, Ah ! mother, you difarm me 
and tenderly prefling her 'handin lifting her up, he added, 
in a low voice, Rome is faved, but your fon is Jod 
forefeeing, that the Volfci wouM never forgive him the 
regard he was going to pay to her entreaties. He tjien 
retired into his tent with his mother, wife, and cbiklien ; 
and there conferred with the two perfons that were mod 
dear to him, on the meafures he fliouid take with refpeft 
to the Volfci and to the Romans. 

The articles agreed on were thefe : id, That Coriola- 
nus fliould decamp next day, without commiiiing any 
hodilities in the Roman territory- 2dly, That he lliould 
ufe his utmod endeavours to perfuadc the chiefs of the 
Volfci to conclude a peace with Rome upon reafonable 
terms. 3 tlly, That if the Volfci would not hearken to an 
accommodation, he fliould then lay down the command 
of their army ; a dep which would probably bring ihcin 
to a better temper Veturia, after a conference lb bene- 
ficial to her country, taking leave of hei fon, returned in 
the evening, with the otluer Roman ladies, to Rome, 
where they were received amidd the acclamations of the 
whole city. The fenate d^fired them to alk what reward 
theypleafed for fo important a fervice ; but Veturia, after 
having confulted with the others, replied, that they a(kcd 
nothing but leave to build a temple, at their own cxpence^ 
to the “ Fortune of Women.” The fenafe, apphiuding 
their difinteredednefs, ordered both tlie temple ai]d the 
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iVatue to be erefted att the expence of the public, in the 
very place where Veturia had overcome the obftinacy of 
her fon. Valeria, who had propofed fo fuccefsfiil a de- 
putation, was the firft prieftefs of this fandluary, which 
was much frequented by the Roman women b. 

Early next morning Coriolanus led back his troops into 
the country of the Volfci, and there divided all the Ipoil 
among his foldiersi without referving any thing for him- 
felf. ‘ Though this liberality conciliated the afFeClion of 
the troops in general, feme murmured at the refpeft he 
had {hewn for his mother and couhtry. Among thefe 
was Attius Julius, who, growing jealous of the efteem 
and credit which his rival had gained with the foldiersi 
publicly gave out, that he had betrayed the intereft of the 
Volfci, Coriolanus, thus calumniated, defired he might 
be allowed to clear his condudf before the general coun^ 
cil of the nation. An alTembly was accordingly held ; 
hot while Coriolanus refuted the articles of the charge 
brought agajnfl him by his adverfaries, Tulliis, who feared 
his eloquence no lefs than his valour, raifed a tumult, by 
the advantage of which fome of his emiflaries alTaflinated 
the illuftriouB exile- The foldiers who had ferved under 
Kim loudly lamented his death, and the people of Antium^ 
performed his^ obfequies with great pomp, and erefted a* 
{lately tomb to his memory. The Romans bad their rea-» 
fons of (late for not decreeing him the fame funeral ho- 
nours j for he had borne arms againft his country, and was 
not yet reconciled to Rome by a regular treaty. However, 
the Roman matrons, upon their ptefenting a petition to tho 
fenate, obtained leave to wear rnourning for him tea 
months. Such was the end of the famous Marcius, fur-r 
named Coriolanus, who, for his eminent virtues, and 
great fervices, deferved a* much better treatment both from 
the Romans and the Volfcians, He Was defcended from' 
one of the moft illuftrious patrician families in Rome. 
had an excellent underftanding, was frugal, difmterefted, 
of ftrift probity, and inviolably attached to obferva-r 
tion of the Thefe pacific virtues wepe never known 

to be accompanied with a more hcrpic (fouragt, or a 
greater capacity for the art of war. ,l|ome never bred a 
more able general : he was always fuceefsful, h^caufe al- 
ways equally braVc and prudent. But he was imperious, 
inexorably fevere, and fo fat frpm afife^ling popularity, 
that he ran into the other extreme. 
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S fe C T. II. 

From the Death of Coriolanus to the Appointment of 
Decemvirs, 

T ] PON the advice of Coriolanus*s death, the confuls 
^ ventured to take the field. Thefe were Sp. Nautius, 
and Sextus Furius, men of little courage or experience 
in war. They encamped feparately on eminences, at a 
fmall diftance from the enemy. But though the Mqui 
and Volfci, who had entered into a confederacy againft 
Rome, wrangled about the choice of a general, and even 
fought a bjoody battle, the timorous confula did not venture 
to attack them in their retreat, but led their troops ba^k 
to Rome, where they were received amidft the reproaches 
of the people 

Thefe had of late placed fuch perfons at their head as 
were pliable and fubmifliVe, without regarding any other 
qualifications *, but having experienced the inconvenien- 
cies of being governed by men of little merit, they re- 
folved for the future to change their conduft ; and there- 
fore chofe two confuls who had given diftinguiftiing proofs 
of their courage and Ikill in war, Aquilius Tufeus, and 
Sicinnius S:*binus. The former gained a complete vie- Yr. of FI. 
tory over the Hernici, and the latter prevailed over the 
Volfci, who had been fo formidable under the command 
of Coriolanus: their army was entirely defeated, their U. 0.264, 
camp taken, arid their general Atcius Tulhis killedjn the — - 

battle. This vi£lory being of greater confequence than ThgRo. 
that of Aquilius, Sicinnius was decreed a triumph, and 
theothfr only indulged with an ovjltion. Thefe con- 
fuls were fucceeded by Sp. Caffius, who had been twice theHernici, 
conful before, and had obtained a triumph, and Proculus a»ja thg 
Vir^inius, a patrician of known courage. The latter 
marched againft the jEqui ; who, upon the approach of 
the Roman army, retired into their cities. The confuJ, 
therefore, who was Oot in a condition to undertake fieges^ 
returned to RomO. '‘ It had fallen to Caflius’s lot to make 
war with the Hernlci : accordingly he took the field, and, 
entering their country, by the mere terror of his armsj 
obliged them to fubmit, and fue for peace. The conful^ 
boWeVer, would nOt fettle the conditions of the alliance^ 

^ Dion. Hal, lib. viiL p. 530. Liv. liU ii. cap. 40. 
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till they had- firft obtained the cdnfent of the fenate \ 
which deference fo obliged the fathers, that they im- 
powered Caflius to draw up the articles of the treaty, pro- 
mifing to ratify whatever he (bould determine. This mark 
of diilinftion emboldened the conful to demand the ho- 
nours of a triumph, which, though not due to him (for 
he Jiad gained no viftory), were neverthelefs granted. 
He was no fooner honoured with a fecund triumph, than 
he drew up the conditions of the treaty w'ith the Heinici, 
which was only a copy of tlic treaty he had made v^ith 
the Latins in his lecoiid confulOiip. This indulgence 
granted to the Hernici, gave no fmaJl umbrage to the 
Icnate : they could not confent, that a foreign natit)n, but 
juft reconciled to Rome, fliould bp raifed at onc-c to equal 
honours and privileges with the Latins, who U'Cre allied 
to them by blood, and had done them many important 
fer vices. 

As CafTius was a man naturally vain and oftentatious, 
fome penetrating republicans began to fufpeft, that, in 
thus favouring thp Hernici, be had private views, preju- 
d’cial to the ftatc : and indeed he foon convinced them, 
that his views and interelis were very difierent from thofe 
qf the common\vealth ; for, the very next day after his 
triumph, having, according to cuftorq, convened an af- 
fembly of the people, to give them an account of what 
he had done, fpr the fervice of the republic during the 
campaign, among other things, he told them, that 
he propofed, before the end of his rnagiftracy, to ren- 
der the condition of the plebeians fo happy, that they 
fhould no longer envy that of the patricians. Next 
day he aiTembkd.the fenate, and theie made a long fpeech 
in praife of the plebeians; which he concluded, by pro- 
pcfing a new divifiun of the lands belonging to the pub- 
lic-, faying, It w'as but rcafoiiable, that the lands taken 
from the enemy Ihoul^ be divided among thofe who had 
expofed their lives to enlarge the bounds of the repub- 
lic.’’ He added, “ That he like wife thought it reafon- 
able, that fhe poor citizens fliould be reimburfed what 
money they had paid in the late ftrmine for the corn, 
which Gelo, one of the prirrces of Sicily, had made a 

S refent of to the republic, and which ought to have been 
illributed gratis among the people.” thefe propo- 

fa Is were rejedled^ by the fenate with great indignation. 
JWoft of the f^^lators, without any refpedf to the dignity 
pf Caffips, publicly rpproached him with his pride, hisi 
^ipbitipn^ and the 4efire he betrayed -of raifing new trour 
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ties In the commonwealth. But Cafllus, flattering him- 
fclf that the people would declare in his favour, con- 
vened a new alTettnibly ; and, having there bitterly in- 
veighed againft the patricians, he exhorted the multitude 
to free thcmfelves at once from the indigence to which 
the avarice of the nobility had reduced them, by making 
TToTemn law for the partition of the conquered lands in 
their own favour. He did nbt ftop here ; but atlvifed 
them, by the fame law, to admit the Latins and Hernici 
to fliare with them in the diftributiorl. To make the 
people relifli this part of his propofal, he infinuated, that 
by this partition, thofe two nations would be united with 
them in one common interell, and confequently wt)uld 
not fail to fupport them, in cafe of any attempt made by 
the patricians to drive them from their poflefliotis. This 
law, as it related to the divifion of lands, was called the 
agrarian law, from the Latin word ager^ fignifying land. 

The people, at firft, received the propofal with great 
applaufe \ but the tribunes, difpleafed to fee a conful au- 
thor of a law vi^hich favoured the people, oppofed it to 
the utmoft of their power, and brought over to their 
party great numbers of the people, who, at firlt, had 
been fond of CafTius, and had blamed both tribunes and 
patricians as betrayhig their inlereiW It is a flianf\e, 
(faid the tribunes), to fufFer lands, which you have ac- 
quired by your blood, to be profufely dillributed among 
allies who had no ftiare in your conquefts. Why are 
the Hernici to have one third of their lands left to them ? 
Ought they not, as a conquered people, to be entirely de- 
piived of them ? Romans, there is, without all doubt, 
a defign upon your liberty. Your flavery will be the con- 
fequence of this fatal divifion of lands, which the artful 
conful would make between you and foreigners. By that 
extraordinary diftribution of lands between the conquerors 
and the conquered, he defigns to make the old enemies 
of Rome his creatures, to the prejudice of the republic, 
and to pave hirnfelf a way* to fovereign power.” When 
Caflius, and his collea^e Virginius, who oppofed this 
law, were difputirig before the people, Rabuleius, an art- 
ful tribune, addreffed them both to this effeft : Is not 

your difpute, whether the people of Rome Ihall take pof- 
feflion of all the conquered lands, or fhare them with the 
Hernici and Latins ?” The confuls agreed it was: upon 
which the tribune, turning to the people, Our confuls 
agree (faid he), as to the main point: neither of them is 
^or excluding you from the lands in queltion. Lofe no 
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therefore, Romans, in taking poflelUon of what is 
unanimoufly granted you. As to me other article, Ipavc 
h/to be confidered of hereafter.^’ This advice pi eafeU the 
people, who were for having the claufc in favour of fo- 
reigners dropped ; but Caffius, who was fond. of his own 
feheme, difmiffed the aflemblyi before they canAe to any 
refolution. As the people were then unanimoufly inclifieid" 
to favour Virginius, Cai&us did not appear for fome days 
in public, pretending to be indifpofed ; but, in reality,, 
contriving new exp^ients to have his law pafl'ed. To 
th Is end, he brought as many Latins to Rome as he could 
alTcmble ; for they had the privileges of Roman citizens- 
But Virginius, aware of his colleague’s dehgn, publilhed 
a djccree, commanding all ll\ofe, who were not inhabi- 
tants of Rome, to leave it immediately. Callius, on the 
other hand, ifliied an edift, declaring ib lawful for any 
one, who was enrolled among the citizens of Rome, to 
remain in the city ; fo that a leditlon was like to enfujc. 

. The fenate aflembkd, to prevent the calamities which 

feemed to threaten the ftate. Several opinions were of- 
^^^dtus • Appius Claudius fpdke firft, and opirofed the Caf- 

tffofeuke parts : he inveighed againft VirginiujS 

^rarian foT fliewing too much indulgence to the people, and their 
iaw^ tribunes. He propo^pd that ten commifTioners Ihould be 

His feheme named, to take an exaft account of fuch lands as belonged 
^mHihe ^be public : that part of thofe lands fliould 

€%fiifufred be Md for the ufe of the treafury ; and another part dif- 

Unds, tributed among the poorer citizens who had none of their 

own ; that the commons fhould be reftored i and land- 
marks placed wherever they were Ueceflary, the want of 
which had occafioned all the abufes that were now found 
fo grievous *, that the remainder of lands fhould be leafed 
out at the full rent, but never fof a longer ,^term than five 
years *, and that the produce fhould be applied to the 
maintenance of the plebeians whp were in aftual fervicc. 
A. Sempronius Atratinus, a man much refpefted by the 
fenate/ after having highly approved of AppiusWadvice, 
obferved, that there were two forts, of lauds tflFbe dif^ 
pofed of \ fome, which were foimcrJy coiiquercd by the 
Romans,' Mdthout the affiflance of their allies i thefe, 
Ive thought, ought to be divided between the public 
and the indigent Romans only : other s> that had been 
lately conquered frooL, the Hernici, by the afHitJ^nCe qf 
the Latins, he was. of . opinion, o,ught to be divided 
between the public, the Romans, the Latins, and the 

llcrnici, 
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Hernici, who were no.ifr become allies. As to the cresem 
tion of the decemvirs, he feconded that motion, 

Purfuant to the advice of thefe two fenators, » fenatuf- 
confultum, or decree of the fenate, was drawn im j by 
which it was enafted, that ten of the fathers, who had 
been confuls, fhould be appointed to divide the conquered, 
laird’s 'be tween the treafury, the Romans, and their allies ; 
that, for the future, all the lands the Romans fliould con- 
quer, with the afliftance of their allies, ihould be divided 
between the public treafury, the citizens of Rome, and 
thafe allies; and laftly, that the choice of the firft de- 
cemvirs Ihould be left to the confuls of the enfuing year. 
As the eftates of the principal men in Rome lay wholly 
in thofe conquered lands, they clogged the decree with 
th is lalt article, which they hoped would retard the exe- 
cution of it ; and the chief men in the fenate refolved to 
impeach Caffius, and profecutc him to the utmoft, in 
order to deter others from moving in this affair. Accord- 
ingly the two new confuls, Q^Fabius, and Servius Corne- 
lius, had no fooner entered upon their office, than the quse- 
ftors, Cfifo Fabius, brother to the firll conful, and Vale- 
rius, nephew to the great Poplicola, having convened an 
affembly of the people, according to the power annexed 
to their office, accufed Caffius of having introduced fo- 
reign troops into the city, with a defign to ufurp the fo- 
vereignty. The charge being proved by the depofitions 
of the Latins and Heritici themfelves, Caffius was con- 
demned by the unanimous voice of all his fellow-citizens, 
and thrown down headlong from the top of the Tarpeiaa 
rock K 

The pride of the patricians, .and their contemptuous 
treatment of the people^ foon made the poorer citizens 
regret the lofs of Caffius, who had been their zealous de- 
fender. The confuls poftponedfrom day to day, the nomi- 
nation of the decemvirs for the diftribution of the lunds, 
notwithftanding the folicitation of the tribunes to have 
the agra^n law put in execution. This delay provoked 
the people ; who, being excited by the feditious harangues 
of their tribunes, began to hold private ^flemblies, and 
threaten both the confuls and the fenate. Every thing 
feemed tg tend (so revolt, when the confuls had recouifc 
to the old expedient of amufing the people with a war ; 
but as they we^ aware, that the tribunes would, oppofe 
the neceffiary levies, they caufed a rumour to be ipread^ 
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that they were going to create a diftator, and that Ap- 
pius Claudius would be chofen. The name of a man fo 
fevere, an-d fo much dreaded by the multitude, made fuch 
an impreflion on the people, that they lifted themfelves 
without delay. Gonuliu^ entered the inuntry of riie 
Vcientes ; and Q^Fabius invaded the Volfti. IJoth confuls 
were* attended with uncommon fuecefs : habius return^ 
with a great booty in cattle and Haves ; but fold the whole, 
and put the money into the hands of the quseftors, with- 
out giving the leaft part of it to his foldiers This year 
being expired, CiEfo Fabius the quseftor, and i^lmilius 
Mamercinus, were chofen confuls in the comitia by cen- 
turies. i^lmilius marched againft the Volfci, by whom 
he was defeated in the field-, but the enemy having at- 
tacked his camp, after he had received a ftrong reinforce- 
ment from his colleague, he fallied out, put them to 
flight, and laid wafte their country. 

During the abfence of the confuls, the fenatc, to divert 
the people’s minds from the agrarian law, ordered the 
confecration of the temple of CaftDr,and Pollux, which 
had been vowed by Pofthumius at the battle of Regillus. 
Mean while, the time for electing new confuls being 
come, M. Fabius, brother to Quintus and C^fo, and L. 
Valerius, who, in his quaeftprfEip, had been, inftrumen- 
tal in the deftruftion of Caflius, were chofen. During 
their confulate, the war with the Volfci breaking out 
anevi^, the tribune Maenius protefted againft any levies for 
the fervice, till the decemvirs ftiould be named for ex- 
ecuting the agrarian law. The confuls, to extricate 
themfelves from this perplexity, carried their tribunal out 
of Rome, beyond the jurifdi£tion of the tribunes, which 
w^as confined within the walls of the city. They then 
fent a fummons to thejJeople; and, if any one refufed to 
appear, or give in his name, they ordered his houfe in 
the country to be demoliflied, and his lands laid wafte. 
Thus, without having any contefts with the tribunes, 
tl>cy brought the people to their duty, and feum formed 
two arrnies ; o^ie to march againft the Veiente^ and the 
other againft the Volfci. The confuls, diftrufting their 
troops, which confifted of men ill-affefted to them, and, 
for the moft part, enlifted againft their will, agreed to 
aft only upon the defenfive. This agreement was ob- 
ferved by Fabius, who marched againft the Veientestj but 
Valerius came to an engagement with the Volfci, which 

^ Liv. lib. ii. cap<4a. Dion. Hal. p. 5^7^1158. 
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proved very bloody, without any confiderable advantage 
on either fide \ for both armies, after having fought many 
hours with incredible fury, retired, to their refpettive 
camps. The friends of Valerius at Rome declared, that 
it was through want of affection in the foldicrs to their 
gejaeral, that he had not gained a complete victory; but 
the foldiers, in all their letters, accufed their general of 
incapacity in military affairs. The coiifuls detained their 
foldiers in the field as long as pofTible, to avoid frefli dif- 
tLirbances but, the time for the eleftiem of new magif- 
trates drawing near, they were obliged to return to Rome: 
and then difeord raged again with more fury than ever 
The patricians were inclined to promote Appius Clau- 
dius, fori of the famous Appius, who had fo fignally 
fhewed his averfion to the people ; but, as often as the 
confuls ordered the centuries to aflemble, the tribunes, 
at the head of the people, made fo much noife, that it 
was impoffible to proceed to the eledlion. *The confuls 
and the fenate endeavoured to appeafe the tumult ; but 
to no effed^, the tribunes telling them, that, unlcfs they 
chofe men of unqueflionable charadfers, they fhould find 
means to prevent any eledlion ; and that they Mmuld-not 
fuffer tyrants to be impofed upon them for magiftrates. 
As thefe difputes threatened a {edition, the fenate agreed 
to reduce the republic for fome time to an interregnum, 
and commit the adminiftration of affairs to fome -venerable 
old men, who fhould govern by turns, and take care to 
provide new confuls. S. Atratinus was the firfl: who 
took upon him the care of public affairs, according to 
this fcheme and, from that time, all other authority 
ceafed in R.ome. To him, a few days after, fucceeded 
Sp. Larllus, a man of a pacific difpolition, who managed 
both parties fo artfully, that he prevailed on each to abate 
a part of their demands. It was concluded, that the 
eiedfion fhould be made as ufual, and by the votes of the 
centuries; and that the two parties fhould agree upon the 

E erfonsfwho fhould be raifed to the confulate. Union 
eing re-eflablifhed upon thefe conditions, they proceeded, 
only for form-fake, td the eleflion. The tribunes pro- 
cured the confular dignity for C. Julius lulus, who was 
of the people’s paity ; the patricians named for his col- 
league Q^Fabius Vitulanus, who, without having ever 
offended the people, had on all occafions afl'erled the 
rights of the fenate. As for the promotion of Appius, 

^ Di0n. Hal. Jib. ix. p. 559— Liv. lib. ii. cip. 4.2. 
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the patricians,, fearing the oppnlition of the tribunes might 
raife a fatal fedition, thought it advifeable to defer it to 
more peaceable times. The tribunes made fome oppofi- 
tioii to the new levies, in hopes of getting the decemvirs 
named, and obtaining the partition of the lands : but Fa- 
bius, notwithflanding their oppofition, raifed fuch a jiyrn-^ 
ber of troops, as enabled birh to take the field, and ravage 
the country of the Veientes 

The civil feuds broke out afrefti upon the next ele£licn 
of confuls : the people infifted bn choofing patricians c f 
their party ; and the fenate determined to cle£t fuch ou y 
as were in the intereft of the nobility. Each party afic - 
cd its pretenfions with equal warmth ; but at lengtli r ic 
difpute was accommodated, and they agreed to obferve i r e 
fame rule as in the laft eiedlion. The fenate named C:t: 
fo Fabius, who, in his qj2cftorfliip, had deftroyed Caf- 
fius ; and the people pitched ipon Sp. F.uius. The j'Eoim 
and the Veientes having Renewed their incurfions, i r 
confuls ordered the people to take arms; but Sp. Icili 
or Licinius, as Livy calls him, on', of the tribunes, ' 
vived the former quarrel relating to t-ie divihen of Ian*.' 
iind declared he would vigoroufly ( o' : r.ll the dec ^ 
that (hould be ilTuecl b\ the fcr..ie, L '1 the decemr^irs 
were named. In the mean time, ih ; - " qui and VcL 
entes, with fire and fword, Lid waftc iiie territory of 
Rome, while the confuls were diiablf'i lioin taking the 
field, through the obftinacy of the tribL*nes, /ho oi vvenN 
cd their making levies. In this perplexity, Appius ongr t 
of an expedient, which proved very fuc.f {:.tnl . this ns, 
to gain over fome of the tribunes ; for, if ihc oppofition 
of a fingle tribune could fufpend the oecutj ;ii of *. dcou e 
of the fenate, he concluded, that it had tlie Ume fonc 
as to the refolutions of his colleagueG. The fenator'^ 
therefore exerted their endeavours to gain oi'er fome of the 
tribunes, and their efforts fuccceded ; four of that college 
declaring in a public alTembly, they could not endure, 
that the enemy fhould thus laywaftc the country with im- 
punity. The oppofition of Icilius being therefore over- 
ruled, the people took arms. Furius, being beloved by 
his foldiers, made a fuccefsful campaign, and gained very 
confidemhle advantages over the -^qui ; but the troops of 
F^bins, who were to aft againft the Veientes, cbofe ra- 
ther to. Ibfe their own glory, than gain any honour for 
their general. They refufed to purfue the enemy, after 

™ Dion. Hal, ibid. Liv. lib. ii, cap. 43, 


they 



79 


The Roman Hificry.' 

they had put their troops to flight, left^'by making their 
victory complete, they fhould procure Fabius a triumph 
at his return to Rome. Neither did their animofity ftop 
here ; but, the night following, they fliruck their tents 
without orders, and began their march towards the city. 
The conful, finding it impoflible to govern them, founded 
a retreat, and returned to Rome’'. 

As it was now become cuftomary in the republic to 
h.:ve one of the confuls chofen according to the inclinations 
of the people, and the other agreeable to thofe of the fe- 
vjtc, the patricians ralfed to the confulate M. Fabius a 
ro'<md time, notwithftvinding his brother Ca:fo had been 
to difigreeable to the army the year before \ and the peo- 
f 'e promoted Cn. Manlius Cincinnatus. In their confu- 
' the Hetrurians, encourage.’ by the divifions in Rome, 
seaded the Roman territory with a numerous army. 

■ e>.ii.ificius, one ^ the tributes, renewed the old difputc ; 

1 : Cy ihc fenate gained fonie of their college, an 

of twi-Tily \houLnd men was raifedj and equally di- 
1 heo-veen the too confuls; who, laking the field, 
iOP'^d n.i:' car! other; but had fi» little dependence 
i/C ; fiVetior ; ’ 'n tri ops, that they kept within their 

ncfjm- 111-.. in : meao t’ oe, lightning falling 

i : t!' ' u.n’ cd confiii Mnntlus, the augurs declared, 

.h hh, c. i.; t, ken by the enemy : upon which 

. I'ooy i’.o M to Mr the fame night,, and joined his 
.V ^ ' I; CO The Hetrurians, interpreting the 

\ , hien nlv'oragc feiyed deferted camp, and 

mfi. ire i oniieii armjc.s in their entrenchments. 

' i 'V,., 'hb . 11. ihofe very foldiers, who, a little be- 

i' 0^ ..c ne to come to battle, began to complain 

ilvn’ :iur; ih for not leading them out againft the 

‘ iicmy, 1 he generals feeined to confult, whether it 
were proper to engage ; but their true defign was, to iii- 
treafe the cagernefs of the foldiers by farther delays. 

Accorilingly, they grew fo impatient to attack the in- 
fulting Hetrurians, that the confuls were obliged to take 
away their arms, left they fhould rufh to battle without 
orders. Then they crouded about the generars tent, 
making great clamours Fabius feized that opportunity 
10 reproach them with their former behaviour, and to in- 
creafe their ardour by exprefling a diffidence of their cou- 
rage and honour- They all cried put with one voice. 
Lead us on, and lay afide your fufpicions.^’ One FU^ 

^ Dfua. Hal ibid. Liv. ibid, 
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vnleius, a centurion, in great edeem among the troops^ 
afccndecl an eminence, and thus nddrcfl'ed himfelf to the 
cnnfuls : I plainly fee you have not quite laid afide your 
diftruft of us i and, indeed, you have reafon to fear, that 
we fliall not aid anfwcrably to our promifes ; but for my 
part at lead, I declare, I will behave in the battle like a 
true Roman. Fellow-foldicrs (continued he), dcr you 
take the fame oath that I am now about to take ” bo 
faying, he drew his fword, and, lifting it up towards hea- 
ven, exclaimed, “ O great Jupiter, Mars, and thou god, 
whofoever thou art, who punifheft breach of faith, I call 
you to witnefs, that I will never return to Rome till I ^ 
have conquered !” The confiils, inferior officers, and all 
the foldiers, took the fame oath, and confirmed it by fa- 
crifices. Then the confuls reftored the foldiers their 
arms, and led them out of the camp in filence and good 
order, to take pofleffion of an advantageous poll, where 
they formed in battalia. On the other hand, the Hetru- 
rlans were furprifed to fee the cowardly Romans come 
out of their entrenchments, and offer them battle. As 
this was an occurrence they did not expefl, they had not 
brought the foldiers of the two camps together. However, 
cither of their armies was confiderably more numerous than 
that of Rome; befidcs, it was confidently reported, that 
the R.omaiis would betray their generals, and defert them 
in the heat of the engagement. 

The H etrurians, full of thefe hopes, founded the 
charge. The coiiful Manlius conimanded the right wing 
of the Roman army, Q^Fabius conduced the left, and 
M. Tah'ius M. Fabius, the other conful, ltd the main body. Both 
armies advanced with great (bouts, and came to a clofe 
engagement. The front of the right wing of the Httru- 
rians being more extended than that of the left wing of 
the Romans, and more numerous, Fabius, with great 
difficulty, witbftood the multitude by whom he was op- 
pofed. However, he had broken into a great body of 
Veientes, .nid put them in diforder, when a ITclrurian 
of a gigantic ftature, attacking him, plunged his lance 
into his breafi. Fabius drew it out, and fooii after fell 
from his horfe and died. Upon his death tlie left wing 
was furrounded ; a circumfiance which the conful Fabius 
hearing, immediately quitted his poft, and flew to iheir 
affiflance, with his brother Ca^fo, and fuch troops as he 
could confide in. Finding the Ptomans, diflieartened at 
the Ibfs of their leader, giving wayj and ready to quit 
their poll, he cried out j ‘^Fellow-foldicrs, hare you for- 
got 
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your oaths ? Will you fliamefully lly back to the 
camp? Are you more afraid of the Hetrurians than of 
Jupiter and Mars?” Having uttered thefe words, he 
threw himfelf into the midft of the enemy, and being 
fcconded by the troops he brought with him, obliged the 
Hetrurians to retire with great daughter. In the right 
wing, commantled by Manlius, the Romans fought with 
great courage and refolution, till the brave conful, being 
wounded, was carried out of the field. Then his abfencCj 
and the report of his death, made a great aheration on 
that fide. The Romans began to lofe ground; when 
the conful Fabius, and his brother, appeareil unexpciSledly 
in the firft ranks. They afl'ured the defpojiding Romans, 
that the enemy’s right wing and main body were put to 
flight, and that the conful Manlius was ftill alive. In 
confequence of this aflhranrc, the troops returned to the 
charge, and would have gained a complete viiidory, if a 
new battle had not begun in another place. 

A body of Veientes, in the heat of the aflion, at- 
tacked the Roman camp, which was guarded by a fmall 
number of troops, and were ready to enter it, when Man- 
lius, wounded as he wae, hearing of their danger, caufeil 
himfelf to be carried thither; but while, forgetful of his 
wound, he was defending, at the head of a fmall body of 
cliofeii horfe^ one of the avenues to the camp, his llreiigth 
being quite exhaufled, he fell from his horfc, and, being 
furrounded by the enemy, was killed on the fpot. His 
death was followed by the lofs of the camp, the Romans 
who defended it being overpowered with numbers. The 
conful Fabius, who was ftill engaged in the plain, ap- 
pfifed of this event, wheeled about, and falling unexpect- 
edly upon the Hetrurians, retook the camp ; then, haften- 
ingback to uhc field of battle, completed the defeat of the whiffy by 
enemy, who retired into their entrenchments in diforcier. 

Thus the Romans gained the victory ; but it coft them ^ 

deaf, one of the confuls, the furviving confiil’s brother, 
and a greater number of perfons of dillinClion being killed 
than in any former aClion. The conful was fo afFeCled 
with the death of his brother, that, at his return to Rome, 
he declined the honours of a triumph, which had been 
decreed him while he was in the camp. He entered the 
city in mourning, bringing with him the bodies of his 
colleague and brother; and, mounting the roftra, made a 
panegyric on thofe two heroes, without laying any thing 
of his own exploits. Being now foie governor of the re- 
public, he was afraid of countenancing the leaft appear- 
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anct of monarchy ; therefore he abdicated the confuKhip 
two jnonths before it expired, and, leaving the govenl- 
menc in art interregnum, retired. This modeft and ge- 
nerous behaviour gained him ti.e hearts of the people ; fo 
that from this time the Fabii became popular 

The Roman people, affembling in the Carr\pus Martius, 
chofe Csfo Fabius the ihird time ; fo that now th_e 'three 
brutheis had enji'jyed that ofllce for feven years fucceflively. 
The colleague whom tlie ceiUnrius gave him was T. Vir- 
ginius. I he new magiltrates had no fooner entered upon 
their office, than Fabius, aQuated Ly his increafing adetlioii 
for the people, laboured to reconcile them to the fenate. 
The demands of the people, relating to the diftribution of 
conquered lands, and the refufal of the patricians, had 
been too long the fource of divilions in the republic. The 
conful, therefore, before the tribunes had prefented their 
annual petition on that head, exhorted the fenators Uj 
prevent the complaints of the people, and end the daily 
dilluibances, by making the diflribution of tbofe lands 
law in ex- of their own accord. But Fabius was not heard: fome 
tcucion. rallied him on his new zeal for the intcrefls of the people ; 

others murmured ; and fome even accufed him of ambi- 
tion. lie was attended with furcefs in his military expe- 
ditions; the jTqui, who had committed great ravages in 
.the Latin territoiies, he difperfed without the lofs of a 
man ; and haltcned to the relief of his colleague, who, 
being furrounded by the Veientes, wdthout alliftance, 
would have been obliged to furrender at difcrction. Nor 
w'as this the only remarkable fervicc that Ca!fo Fabius ren- 
dered the republic in his third confulate : the two ronfuls 
were fcarce returned to Rome, and their armies diibanded, 
when the Hetruriaiis entered again the Roman territory, 
and made incurfions even to the foot of the hill Janicu- 
^ lum, ennying olT the cattle, and laying the whole coun- 

try waftc. 1 he fenate aflembled to deliberate upon the 
means nf putting a flop to thefe devaflations ; hut the peo- 
ple refufing to take arpis till the agrarian law fliould be 
put in execution, the fathers were greatly perplexed. In 
this emergency F.Tius formed a projcdl worthy of bis 
aflcdlion for his country: he affiembled all the men of his 
own name and family ; and having communicated to 
them his defign, which was, that the family of the Fabii 
(hould alone, and at their own cxpence, take upon them 
to fecure rlie frontiers againft the Veientes, they readily 

* Dion. Hal, hb.ix p. 561— jjo. Liv. lib. ii, cap. 44— 47. 
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Confented to the motion, and communicated their defign 
to the fathers ; by whom it was received with' appiaufe, 
and unanimoufly approved. Early next nTorning, thofe 
illuftrious patricians, being in all three hundred and fix, 
appeared under arms at the door of Cccfo Fabius, and 
from thence marched through the city in good order, 
with'about four thoufand men, partly their vafTals and 
partly their clients, all under the command of M Fabius, 
who had laft year gained the battle of Veii. The whole 
city ran in crouds to fee them, and made vows to heaven 
for their prefervation. They went out of the city at the 
gate Carmentalis, and, marching to the banks of iheCre- 
mera, now the Baccano, a fmall river which difeharges 
itfelf into the Tiber, there built a fort in a fteep place, 
furrounded it with a double ditch, and erethed towers at 
certain diftances. When the works were finiflicd, they 
divided their men into four fmall bodies ; one of thefc 
was left to guard the fort, while the other three marched 
into three feveral parts of the enemy’s country, which 
they ravaged. Their firft expeditions were attended with 
fuch fuccefs, that no hulhandmeii durll appear in the 
plains, or bring out their cattle p. 

Mean while 'Lucius ^milius a fecond time, and C. Ser- 
vilius, being eledled confuls, Csefo Fabius, the laft year’s 
conful, obtained leave to join his family on the banks of 
the Cremera \ but the confeript fathers, to gain him 
the more refpeft, created a new office, declaring him 
proconful, a title which gave him the fame power over 
the troops he commanded, as if he had been conful ; but 
no other authority (I). The new confuls had fcarce en- 
tered upon their office, when news were brought toPiome, 
that thf" Hetrurians w^ere raifing a formidable army, in 
order to fall upon the Fabii ; and that the JEq\ii and 
Volfci had already invaded the country of the Laiins. 
In confequence of this intelligence the confuls divided 
their army into three bodies: jEmilius leil one againft 
the Veientes ; Servilius marched with another againft the 
Volfci; and Sp, Furius the third, with the title of pro- 
conful, advanced againft the iEqui. The Volfci, being 
attacked bv Servilius, lepulfed him, and obliged him to 

p D;on, Hal. p. 570 — 583. Liv. lib. ii. cap. 48, 49. 

(I) Livy doe3 not mention batus, as commanding the 
the creation of a proconful till army of the republic againft 
the year of Rome zBg, when the jEqui in that quality, 
he fpeaks of T. Q^iinftius Bar- 
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keep within his camp, wi[hout attempting any thing elfe 
thatfummer. The -^qui fled at the approach of Furius, 
who laid wafte their country. The Veientes, having re- 
ceived Itrong reinforcements from the other Fletrurian 
lucumonies, hazarded an engagement with ^".mili us ; but 
were entirely defeated, and forced to fue for peace. /Fhc 
conful, out of refpeft to the fenate, referred the deputies 
to the confeript fathers and they, in return, gave him 
full power tg conclude a treaty upon what cniulitions he 
fliould think proper. 'J hus impowered, the conful grant- 
ed them a peace, without demanding hoftagevS, or requir- 
ing any thing more than two months provifions for his 
army, and money to defray the expences of the war for 
fix months. 

This indulgence highly offended the fenate, infoinuch 
that they relufed him a triumph. Flowcver, as he was 
an excellent commander, they promifed to reward him 
according to his merit, on cnnditlnn he relieved bis col- 
league, \^■ho was blocked up in bis camp by the Volfci. 
Blit /Kmilius, piqued at the rcfufal he had me-t with, rc- 
tiiriicd to Rome, and complained to the people of the 
proceedings uf ihc fenale, as if they were difpleafed with 
him becanfc he had put too fpeedy an end to the war with 
the Veintes. The patricians (faitl he) prolong the wars 
abroad w ith no other view than to put off the execution of 
the Caffian law, and the dillribution of the conquered 
lands.’' He did not ftop here j but, giving way to his rc- 
fentment, inltead of marching to the affillance of Servi- 
lius, he dilbanded his army, and recalled Furius, who, as 
proconful, was obliged to obey his orders “i. 

Notw'ithftancling the peace concluded with the Veientes, 
the Fabii did not abandon their pofl, but continued on 
the frontiers to keep a people in awe, whofe inconllancyt 
and inclination to break treaties, were w*cll known. In 
the following confulfhip of C. Horatius and T. Meneiiius, 
the other Hetrurian lucumonies, offended at the feparate 
peace the \feientes had made with Rome, fummoned 
them to appear in the general diet of the nation; and 
there gave them to uiiderfland, that they niuiT: either 
break the treaty, or fultaiii a war with the other eleven 
lucumonies. Fhe Veientes, reducetl to this dilemma, 
i hcfe the former part of the alternative ; and accordingly 
fent to the Fahii, requiring them to denylilli their fort, 
and quit the frontiers. The Fabii rcjeiRed the propofal 

1 Dion. Hal. ibid, Liv, lib. il, cap. 4^, 
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M^ith indignation ; hoftilities were immediately renewed; 
and all Hetruria efpoufed the quarrel of their countrymen. 
The Fabii continued to ravage the country, and often en- 
gaged the Veientesin the open field with their ufual fuc- 
cefs, till they were at laft furprifed in an ambufh. 

The Veientes lodged a whole army of Hetruririns in a 
neighbouring wood, and polled centinels on all the 
eminences, to give them notice when the Fabii fhould 
fally from their fortrefs. Then they brought forth all 
their cattle and horfes into a valley, under a final) guard, 
as if they had no other defign than to feed them. fhe 
Fabii immediately marched out in a grcar body, leaving 
no more men in the fort than were necelfary to fecure it 
from a furprize. They advanced in good order; and the 
herdfmen, with their guard, flying on their approach, 
fome of the P'abii purfued the fugitives, while others 
feized the cattle, and a fmall number of them continued 
drawn up in order of battle. The Hetrurians fallied out 
of the wood, furrounded the Romans on all fides, and cut 
in pieces ihofe who were in purfuit of the booty. Thus 
environed, the Fabii, who had kept their ranks, formed 
into a compact bodyi which faced every way, quitted the 
plain, and gained an eminence, opening themfelves a 
way with their fwords ihrough the enemy’s forces. 
When they had got half way up the afeent, they fell into 
another ambulh, and were encompalfed anew, by a frclh 
body of Hetrurian troops, which had been polled in a wood 
near the hill. 

Though quite exhaulted, they renewed the fight with 
great :vigDur, and at length gained the lop of the hill. 
There they fpent the night without any provifions, befet 
on all lides by an army of Hetrurians. Next day the Fa- 
bii, who were left to guard the fort, being informed of 
the danger of their relations, hallencd to their relief; but 
being attacked in the plain by a numerous body of the 
enemy, they were cut off to a man. Thole who were on 
the top of the hill being now hard prelfed by hunger and 
thirll, broke their way through the enemy, of whom they 
■killed great numbers The Hetrurians, lurprifed at their 
courage and intrepidity, in the heat of ai^ion offered to 
let them retire unmoleftcd, upon condition they would 
throw down their arms, and give their word, that they 
would abandon. the fort. But this they looked upon as a 
difhonourable propofal, and therefore chofe rather to 
with glory, than fave their lives. ^ an aiSllon whiiH they 
thought would refleft difgr^ce on? thtir farilily. They re- 
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jiewcfl the .attack with fuch fury, that the Hetrurians were 
glad to avoid a clofe engagement ; but keeping at a dif- 
tance, fhowered from all parts darts and ftones on thofe 
illuftrious heroes. They fuftained for fome lime this 
dreadful ilorm of miflllcs, and made repeated efforts to 
clofe with the enemy, who continually retired at their 
approach. At length the Hetrurians, perceiving that the 
fwords of the Romans were, for the mod part, broken, 
and their bucklers fplit in pieces, ventured to attack them 
man to man. 

Then the Fabii, like men in defpair, threw themfRjves, 
Mnth incredible fury, into the midft of the Hetrurian batta- 
lions, and, fnatching the arms of their enemies, fought 
them with their own weapons. The Hetrurians, thus 
preffed, were again obliged to have recourfe to javelins 
and flones, with which thofe brave men were over- 
powered, and all killed on the fpot. The enemy cut off 
their heads, and, carrying them in triumph on the tops 
of their lances, fhewed them to the Fabii, who remained 
in the fort. At this fight they gave themfelves up to 
difpair, and, infkead of defending the ramparts, fallied 
out upon the enemy, without obferving atiy order, aiming 
at nothing but to fell their lives dear. Thefe were like- 
wife cut in pieces; fo that, of the three hundred and fix 
Fabii, not one efeaped. 

Rome cxprefl'cd all the concern for thofe brave warriors 
that gratitude could infpire. The gate Carmentalis, 
tlirough vv liich thev marched out of the city, was thencc- 
foii'h called Porta Scelerata, or the Accurfed Gate ; and tlie 
day of their defeat was reckoned among the unlucky days, 
on which it was not lawful to begin any thing of confe- 
fjiieucc 

I'he conful Menenius,' who had received orders lo 
marcli ag.iinfh the Hetrurians, was but thiny furlongs 
from the beld of battle, when the Fabii were cut ofl^. 
Bui it was believed that he, put of jealoufy, gave them 
up to dcftriuftiun, w'hen he might have eafily advanced 
to their affiflance. He afterw.ards encamped difadvaii- 
tageoufly on the fide of a hill, without fccuring the top of 
it; fo that the Hetrurians, occupying the fummit, atr 
tacked him from the higher ground, entirely defeated 
him, and made themfelves mafters of his camp. Elated 
with this vidfory, they advanced to the hill Janiculum, 
polled themfelves on the fummit, whence they could 

r Pipe, P«il. ibid- Liv. lib, ii, 
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fee all that pafled in the city, and obferve what prepara- 
tions were made agaiiift a fiege. This their portion 
obliged the fenate to recall the conful Horatius, and the 
army which was appointed to atl againd the Volfci The 
brave Horatius immediately ventured a baitle with the 
Hetrurians near the gate Collina, the fnccefs of which 
was'pi etty equal ; but in a fecond> near the temple of rwho, in 
Hope, about a mile from R.oine, he gained a viclcry, tkeir turn, 
which revived the Ptoman courage, and fecured the cltv'. 

However, the enemy did not decamp from the Janiculuin, 
nor quite lay afide their dehgn of befieging Rome. 

At the fame time a famine began to be felt in the cily, ^ famlnt 
occafioned by the incurfions of the Hetrurians The in Rome, 
lands having been left unfown the laft year, through fear 
of their ravages, and moft of the barns of the country 
burnt or plundered, a great fcarcity of torn enfued. The 
meaner fort of the people aflcmbled in companies, threat- 
ening ±0 plunder the granaries of the rich ; and their cla- 
mours and mutinies were fomented by the tribunes, who 
did not fail to thpw all the blame on the confeript fa- 
thers. On the other hand, the fenators, to clear them- 
felvcs, did all that lay in their power to relieve the peo- 
ple. They feiit forth merchants to buy corn, fixed the 
price of it at a low rate, and ordered that none of the pa- 
tricians fhould keep more in their granaries than was ne- 
ceflary for the maintenance of their families. But thefe 
wife precautions were only ferviceable for a time. The 
Romans found themfelves at laft under a neceftity either 
of flarving, or driving the enemy farther off. They 
marched out therefore under the conduct of their new 
confuls, A. Virginius and P. Servilius ; and, engaging T/ie He/ru^ 
the ■ Hetrurians, gained a complete viftory over them, nans 
But when by the dead bodies that were brought to Piome 
to be burnt, the fenate faw how many Romans had pe- ' 

rilhed in the engagement, they refufed the confuls the 
honour of a triumph *. 

The departure of the Hetrurians reftored plenty to the 
city, provifions being imported from all the neighbouring 
countries. But the people were no fooner delivered from 
the fear of a foreign enemy, than they renewed their 
complaints refpeiTing the diftribution of the conquered 
lands. • As they could not enforce the execution of the Caf- 
fian la.w, they laid the whole blame upon the confuls, cit- 
ing them before the affembly of the tribes as foon as the new 
confuls, C. Nautius and C. Valerius, were chofen. Thus 

B Dion. Hal. ibid, Liv. lib. ii, cap. 51, 52. 
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Menenius, the fon of the famous Mcnenius Ajjrippa, was 
accufed by the tribunes of having connived at the dcftnic- 
tion of the Fabii, and funriinoned to give an account of his 
conduit before a tribunal, where his mofl: inveterate ene- 
mies were his judges. The patricians ufed the fame arts 
they bad praitifed in the afl'air of Coriolaiius, to prevent 
his being tried by the people, but to no purpofe ; for the 
tribunes continued obftinate, and their obftinacy pre- 
vailed. Menenius was tried, not by the curiye, but by 
the tribes, and aimoft unaiiimoufly condemned to death. 
But the lenate foliciting earneftly in- his behalf, the tri- 
bunes changed the fcntence into a fine of two thoufand 
afes, that is, about five pounds of our money a confider- 
ablc fum at th<it period, when men of the firlf rank lived 
upon the produil of their fmall farms, which they often 
cultivated with their own bands. This fine was indeed 
exceflive, with relpccft to T'-Tenenius, wliofe father had 
left him no other patrimnuy but bis glory. His friends 
offeriiig to pay it for him, he rejetled their generous 
offers ; and being fcnfibly a'ffeifled wdth the injuliice and 
ingratitude of his fellow-citizens, fhut himfelf up in his 
houfe, where he foon died of grief and hunger h 

Ibis melancholy accident greatly inflamed the animo- 
fity between the patricians and plebeians ; the former, de- 
termining to keep no meafures .with the latter, openly de- 
clared that they wmuld not fuflerthc Caffian law to be put 
in execution. On the other hand, the tribunes, more en- 
raged than ever, omitted ro opportunity of profecuting 
tliC nobiliry. 'They took pJeafurc in humbling the patri- 
cians, and fummoning the confuls, as foon as they had 
laid down their olnce, to appear before the tribunal of the 
people. iServilius, as wc have obferved above, had Ihft a 
gieat number of men in the engagement w'iih the Hetru- 
rians, when he drove them from the Janiculum. He had 
therefore fcarce laid dowm the fafees, when a criminal 
procefs was commenced ngainft him, for pmTuing the 
enemy too far, and, by that indiferetion, cxpofing the 
jives of many citizens to unneccn'ary ihanger. But this 
was only a pretence for the profecution. The real 
crime, both of LServiJius and Menenius, wa^, their omitr 
ling tu name the decemvirs for the partition of rhe lands. 
Servilius had too much confidence in the goodnefs^of his 
caufe, to beg the fenate to intercede for him. He faced 
the danger boldly, and without changing either his habit 
pr couatenaiicc, appeared before the alfembly of the peo- 
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pie, and made fo judicious a defence, that he was nnani- 
inoufly acquitted. 

In the following year, A. Manlius and L. Furius being 
chofen confuls, the former inarched againft the Veientes, 
who, at his approach, fliut themfelves up in Veil, where 
they were fo didrefled for want of provifions, that they 
filed for peace, and obtained of the fenate a forty year’s 
truce. Manlius, for this fuccefsful and unbloody expe- 
dition, was honoured with an oration. 

Peace abroad always produced inteftine broils at home. 
The difpiites about the diftribution of the lands were re- 
vived by the tribunes ; but the confuls, unfhaken by their 
clamours and menaces, finiflied their year without having 
made any change in the fituation of affairs. They had 
no fooner refigned the fafees to L. ^milius, now the third 
time conful, and Vopifeus Junius, than Cn. Genucius, 
an enterprifing tribune, cited them to appear before the 
people, accufing them of having negle^ded to name the 
commilTioners, with a defign to debar the poor citizens, 
and brave foldiers, of the lhare they had fo well deferred 
in the conquered lands. He exhorted the people to do 
themfelves juftice j reprefenting, that if they inflicted an 
exemplary punifhmcnt on thofe criminals, they might, 
by that vigorous fhep, oblige their fuccellbrs to put in ex- 
ecution the Callian law. Accordingly a Hay was appoint- 
ed for their trial. Thefe violent proceedings greatly 
alarmed the fenate, who now perceived, that the tribunes 
aimed equally at their lives and fortunes ; and that they 
had formed a defign of deftroying all the fenators. They 
therefore had private meetings among themfelves, and rc- 
folved to refeue Furius and Manlius, if they were con- 
demnec- ; as there was no want of hands to be hired for 
this purpofe. As for the populace, they triumphed by 
anticipation, infoleiiily boalling, that in oppofition to all 
the artifices of the fenate, the Caflian Jaw fliould p-ifs* 
and be fealed with rhe blood of thofe who had oppofed 
it ; but the day before the trial of Manlius and Furius, 
the fa£lious tribune Genucius was found dead in his bed, 
without any marks on his body of violence or poifon. 
He was carried into the forum, and, being expofed to 
public view, the common people concluded, that the gods 
did not approve of his enterprize *, but the wifer fort eit- 
tertained violent fufpicions of the patricians 
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The confuls and fenate, finding the tribunes confounded 
at the unexpected death of their colleague, and more at 
the effect it had upon the fuperftitious minds of the peo- 
ple, began to aft in a very arbitrary manner, imagining 
they fhould now meet with no oppolition As there was 
Dccahon to raife an army, the confuls held their tribunal, 
as ufual, in the forum ; and there either fined, or caufed 
to be fcourged, thofe citizens, who did not appear when 
they were called to give in their names. Amonglt others, 
they named P. Volero to lift himfelf as a common foldier. 
Volero, though by birth a plebeian, had been formerly 
an officer in the army ; and, as he had behaved on all 
occafions with great valour, expefted to be promot- 
ed, at leaft, to the poll of a centurion. He, therefore, 
complained of the injuftice of the confuls, and demanded 
to be reftored to his former poll, or to know for what 
fault he was degraded. The confuls fent a liftor to feize 
him ; and, upon his making rdiftance, ordered him to be 
fcourged. The liftor endeavoured to execute their fen- 
tence^ but Volero, ftriking him on the face, declared, 
that be had done nothing w'hich deferved that punifh- 
ment, and, at the fame time, implored the proteftion of 
the tribunes \ but they, terrified at the death of Genucius, 
not daring to appear, he appealed from the confuls to the 
people, crying out to the multitude, Alfift me, Ro- 
mans ! it is your proteftion I implore : fince our tribunes 
would rather fee a citizen of Rome beaten with rods, 
than run the hazard of dying in their beds by the trea- 
chery of the confuls, we have no remedy left againft the 
tyranny of the confuls but force.” At ihefe words the 
mutinous populace fell upon the liftors, broke their fafees, 
and drove them out of the forum. 

The confuls, being furrounded on all fnles by the mul- 
titude, who prefled hard upon them, thought it advifcable 
<o withdraw', and retire to the fenate-houfe as a place of 
refuge. On their retreat the tribunes, recovering their 
fpirits, infpired the people with new fury, which was no 
longer levelled at the patricians in general, but only at the 
c(5nfuls. Thofe magiftrates, in this fuddeii commotion, 
which threw all the city in an uproar, alTembled the fc- 
natc, and complained of the outrages committed by the 
people, contrary to the refpeft due |o their dignity. Some 
fenators advifed that Volero fliould be thrown down 
headidng from the Tarpeian rock *, but the more mode- 
rate among them did not think proper to put it to the trial, 
whether the anger of the fenatc; or the fury of the people, 

, ' fliotiU 
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■{hould prevail. The tribunes, on the other hand, 
manded juftice on the confulS) for commanding a Roman 
citizen to be fcourged like a flavey after he had appealed 
to the people. While the plebeians and the confuls re- 
criminated upon one another, Volero, in order to fecurc 
himfelf againft the fury of the patricians, engaged the 
people to confer upon him the office of tribune, vacant by 
the death of GenUciuts; declaring, that, if he were in- 
verted with that dignity, he would take fuch^meafurcs as 
fhould deliver the people from being opprefled by the fe- 
nate. The multitude, charmed with this hope, readily 
granted him their votes, and he entered on his office af- 
ter the cleftion of the new confuls, L. Pinarius and P. 

Furius Every one expedled, that he would immedi- 
ately begin a profecution againrt the laft year's confuls \ 
but Volero foon difeovered, that he had views far more 
extenfive and important to the interert of his party, than 
mere perfonal revenge. Without dropping one word 
againrt the late magiftrates, he endeavoured to leflen the 
authority of the patricians in general, by depriving them 
of the influence they had in the eledlion of the tribunes. 

In a general aflembly of the people, he propofed, that 
their magiftrates and protestors might be chofen for the pofesala'u^ 
future in the comitia by tribes, and not by curiae. In this /o'* 
propofal the fubtle tribune had two views, very prejudi- 
Cial to the patricians. In the hrlt place, the curiae were 
never affembled for elcdtions, till the fenate had confent- tribes, 
ed to it by a decree. In the fecond place, the patricians, 
vi^ho commanded the fuffrages of their clients, often got 
fuch tribunes eleSIed as were agreeable to themfelves ; 
but neither of thefe inconveniencies attended the comitia 
aflemljled by tribes ; for the tribunes had the power of af- 
fembling them, without the confent of the fenate ; and 
the country-tribes, who were not fo devoted to the patri- 
cians as thofe in the city, had a right to vote in them,va3 
well as the inhabitants of Rome. The plebeian fa£Iion 
was highly pleafed with this propofal, and warmly de- 
clared for parting it into a law : but the confuls, the fenate, 
and the whole order of the patricians, oppofed it to the 
utmoft of their powers fo that Volcro's law became the 
common and only fubjedi of difpute between the two par- 
ties, the agrarian law being for fome time entirely drop- 
ped. A dreadful plague fufpended, for a few months, 
this furious contert \ but it no fooner ceafed, than the 

w pioD, Hal. ibid* Li?* ibid, pap. 45. 
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tribunes refumed the profeCution of Volero’s law. In the 
mean time this demagogue’s tribuneftiip expiring, the 
people continued him in the fame office for the following 
year, notwithftanding the oppofition of the fenatc, and 
the whole patrician party *, 

The patricians, finding the people determined .upon 
carrying their point, had but one expedient left ; which 
was, to fet up againft Volero a man, who was not to be 
terrified by^the clamours and menaces of the multitude. 
With this view, they raifed Appius Claudius to the con- 
fulate. He was the fon of the famous Appius Claudius, 
who had fo often fignalized his hatred to the plebeians, 
and no lefs zealous than his father for the intereft of the 
fenate, but more obftinate and inflexible. As he thought 
himfelf but ill qualified to govern in a time of general cOm- 
motion, he had abfented himfelf from the comitia ; but 
the patricians, acquainted with his fteadinefs and intre- 
pidity, procured him to be elefted, though abfent, in the 
comitia, by centuries, in which they had great intereft. 
They joined with him T. Quinftius, a venerable fenator, 
of a fwcet temper, who was beloved by the people, 
though looked upon as one of the chief leaders of the 
other party. The new confuls having convened the fe- 
nate, to deliberate on the proper methods to hinder the 
publication of Volero’s law, Appius, following the dic- 
tates of his natural feverity, declared for raifing an army, 
and fending the people to exhauft that martial courage 
abroad which rendered them untradliable at home. But 
Quineftius was of a contrary opinion: he thought it un- 
jult to make war upon nations that had given Rome no 
caufe of complaint ; and reprefented to the fenate, that 
the people M^ould foon be apprifed of their defign, and 
refufe to take arms *, a refufal which would difhonour 
the confular authority, and produce a general flame. The 
opinion of Quinftius prevailed ; but Appius, who could 
not endure the leaft contradiiftion, lived upon ill terms 
with his colleague all the reft of the year j a clrcum- 
ftance which greatly iiicreafed the affeftion the people 
had already conceived for Quindlius y. 

The dilTenfion between the confuls, and union of the 
tribunes, made Volero believe, that he fliould now get 
his law pafled. He had even the confidence to add the 
two following articles to it-, namely, that all affairs re- 
lating to the people fhould no longer be brought before 

X Dion. Hal. ibid. Liv. lib, ii. cap. 36. y Dion. Hal. &: 
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the curise, hut before the tribes •, and that the ^dlles, as 
well as the tribunes, (hould be chofen by them. There 
were but four tribes in the city, and feventeen in the 
country, which laft were not influenced by the nobility , 
fo that, in the comitia by tribes, the patricians had little 
intereft. They therefore exerted their utmoft endeavours 
to avoid a blow, which tended direftly to deftroy the au- 
thority of the fenate, and to eftablifti that of the people 
upon its ruins. When the fenate met to deliberate upon 
thefe extraordinary propofals, Appius was for making a 
decree, to invite all thofe who loved their country, to 
take arms, an4 declaring thofe who refufed to obey the 
fummons, enemies to their country ; but Quinftius, afraid 
of feeing Rome become a feene of blood, thought it ad- 
vifeable to try whether the people could be brought to 
their duty by gentlenefs and infinuation. The advice of 
Claudius was reje(JIeJ as too violent, and even danger- 
ous j and the more moderate counfels of Q^in£lius pre- 
vailed. The tribunes were defired to convene an aflem- The conful 
bly of the people, and to fufFer the confuls peaceably, dnd 
without interruption, to reprefent to the people the true 
interefts of the commonwealth ; after which remonftrance, tkepeopU\ 
they might, in concert, agree upon fuch meafures as 
(hould be moft for the common good of the people and 
fenate. The tribunes acquiefeed in fo reafonable a pro- 
pofal. Quin£lius, when the time came, mounting the 
roftra, made fuch an impreflion on the minds of the peo- 
ple, by his foft and infinuating eloquence, that Volero’s 
prdpofal would have been rejefted, if Appius, when it ^ho are 
was his turn to fpeak, had not, by his imperious beha- 
viour, his threats, and inveftives againft the people, and 
their tribunes, effaced the imprefCons made by his col- 
league. 

Caius Lqdlorius, who was efleemed one of the braveft 
foldiers in the republic, and had, for that reafon, been 
raifed to the tribunefhip, when the domeftic broils were 
like to end in a civil war, anfwered the confuls 5 but, 
without taking any notice of Quindlius’s arguments, iil- 
fifted only on the invedfives of Appius, which he re- 
torted, and concluded thus : But to what purpofe do The UId 

we fight with words again ft a wild beaft ? The fword is 
the proper weapon to be ufed in fuch engagements : the ig^grius» 
fword, perhaps, may make you fenfible, that the Roman 
people are not fo defpicable as you think them. In the 
mean time, you fhall experience the authority of thofe 
tribunes who arc the objedts of your contempt, but whom 
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the* hw lias made your judges.” Upon this declaration, 
til ere was a profound filence ; and Leftorius, raifing his 
eyes and Ijands to heaven, fwore by all that was facred, 
that he would either get Volero’s law pafled, or perifh in 
the attempt. Then, after having kept the people fotne 
Lime in fulpenfe, turning to Appius> I command you, 
faid he, to leave the affembly.” Appius defpifed 'his or- 
der, and told him, that, though a tribune, he was but a 
private man and that his whole power confided in form- 
ing an oppofition to fuch decrees of the fenate as were 
prejudicial to the plebeians. Then calling about him his 
friends, clients, and relations, who were very numerous, 
he prepared to oppofe force with force. ‘ The tribune, 
having conferred haftily with his colleague, commanded 
one of his officers to feize Appius, and carry him to 
prifon. Hereupon a feuffle enfued between the liftors of 
the conful and the officers of the tribune. The fenators, 
the patricians, and the. clients who attended Appius, 
placed him in the midft of them, and repulfed Leflorius, 
wIk) advanced in perfon to affift his officers. Nothing 
■was heard but confufed cries, proceeding from mutual 
animofjty. From reproaches they came to blows; but as 
arms were forbidden in the city, little blood was fpilt in 
the fray. Quindfius, attended by fome venerable fena- 
tors, threw himfelf into the midft of the contending par- 
ties ; and having found means to convey Appius out of 
the tumult, appeafed the tribunes, and put an end to the 
difpute 

Next morning, the people, excited by their tribunes, 
and efpecially by Leftorius, who had been wounded the 
day before, feized on the Capitol, which they fortified, 
and feemed lefolved to begin hoftilities. The fenate be- 
ing alfembled to deliberate on means to quiet the fedition, 
Q^imftius was for yielding fomething in favour of the 
people ; whereas Appius could by no means be brought 
to make them the leaft conceffion. During this jdifagree- 
raent, w hich lafted feveral days, Quin^lius, having often 
conferred with the tribunes, gained their confent to refer 
both their private and public complaints to the fenate, 
and fubmit to the determination of the coiifcript fathers. 
He then convened the fenators, and after having ac- 
quainted them with the good difpolition of the tribunes, 
got a decree pafted, importing, ‘‘ That as the feuffle, 
which had happened a few days before, was not premedi- 
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talcd, but the efFcdl of a fudden commotion, arifing on 
both fides from a miflaken zeal for the republic, all inju- 
ries committed and received on that occafion (hould be 
buried in an eternal oblivion.” As to the law in queftion, 

^ince Appius would by no means fufFer it to be propofed 
to the aflembly of the people, without a previous decree 
of th^ fenate, it was agreed, that it fhoiild be referred to 
the fenate, and that a decree ftiould be mide for thatpur- 
pofe. The affair was therefore difputed with great 
warmth, Appius calling both gods and men to witnefs, 
that the republic was betrayed, and that the fenate were 
going to fubinit to a law more detrimental to their autho- 
rity than thofe which had been formed on the Sacred 
Mount-, but Quinftius prevailed upon the fenate to yield bolero's 
to the people, and allow them to propofe the law in their law 
■affembly, where it pafTed, and was unanimoufly received 
with great applaufe. From this period, therefore, the 
tribunes were made, and almoft every thing relating to 
the people determined, not in the comitia by curicc, but 
by tribes 

Not long after this law was paffed, the confuls were ^ 

obliged to take the field. Q^inflius marched againftthe *,557^. 
A^iqui, and Appius advanced againfb the Volfci. The Ante CUr- 
former was fo much efteemed and loved 
the enemy, afraid to appear againfl troop 
to their general, fhut themfelves up in their cities, or lay 
concealed in the forefts. The conful, having laid wafle the JEqui 
their country, returned with a great booty to Rome, andfi^lfd^ 
where he was received with loud acclamations, and called 
the Father of his Soldiers, while Appius was ilyled by 
his men, the Tyrant of the Army , and indeed never was 
an army governed with more feverity, or difeipline ex- 
aiiled viiili more rigour. As his rage againfl the people 
was no longer under any reflraint from the tribunes, he 
'Entirely gave way to it ; the confequence of M^hich was, 
that all the centurions and foldiers murmured at their ge- 
neral's orders, and even entered into a confpiracy, not 
againft his life, but his glory ; for they refolved, by agree- 
ment, not to oppofe the enemy, lefl their general fhould 
receive the honours of^a triumph 

The Volfci, being informed of all that paffed in the 
Roman camp, challenged the Romans to an engagement, 

Appius marched againft them ; but he was no fooner 
Within reach of the enemy, than his men threw away 
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their arms, and, with one confent, returned to the camp- 
The Volfci took advantage of this confufion, and, having 
cut to pieces thofe xvho were in the rear, attacked the 
entrenchments ; but the Romans, fearing the enemy 
might break into the camp, made a brave refiftance, and 
repulfed the Volfci. The rafli conful would have led them 
again to the enemy next day ; but they loudly demanded 
of their officers to condudf them out of the enemy's 
country j and forced Applus to comply with their de- 
mand. As foon as the incenfed conful entered the Ro- 
man territory, where he was out of the reach of the ene- 
my, he fummoned his foldicrs to alTemble. Being feated 
on his tribunal, he firft upbraided them with their dif- 
obedience and treachery ; and then, giving a loofe to his 
refentment, he commanded the heads of the centurions, 
and other officers, who had abandoned their pofts, to be 
ftruck off in his prefence, Thofe who had borne the 
enfigns, arjd delivered them to the enemy, he caufed td 
be beaten to death with rods \ and the common foldiers 
were decimated. As the time of the comitia for the elec- 
tion of new confuls drew near, he led back to Rome the 
rerrvains of his army, where he was received with the re- 
proaches and execrations of the multitude 

The confuls chofen to fucceed Quinftius and Appius 
were L. Valerius, a fecond time, and Tib. iKmilius. 
When they had entered upon their office, the tribunes 
revived the difputc concerning the partition of the lands. 
Both the confuls Mxre difpofed to favour the people ; 
iEmilius, from revenge to the fenate, for having refufed 
his father the honours of a triunmh, when he returned 
from a fuccefsful war againft the .^qui ; and Valerius, to 
gain the good-will of the people, whofe hatred he had 
drawn upon himfelf by profecuting Caffius during his^ 
quseftorlhip. As the confuls, by a decree of the fenate 
pafled ill the confulate of Virginius and Caffius, vixrc em- 
powered to nominate the decemvirs, in order to make a 
new diftribution of the conquered lands, the tribunes, 
being fecure of the prefent confuls, brought the affair 
before the fenate, where it occafioned long debates, 
.^milins, the conful’s father, who fpoke firft, propofed 
that the decemvirs fhould be named by the confuls, in 
order tp proceed to the divifion of the conquered lands \ 
which, faid he, being public and common, ought to be 
for the equal benefit of all. But Appius oppofed the 

^ Dion. Hal. ibid. Liv. lib.ii, cap. 59, 
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opinion of -ffimilius with fo mudh warmth, and ftrength 
of reafon, that the fcnate rejeftcd the propofal of the tri- 
bunes, though fupported by both the confuls. The tri- 
bunes, enraged at their difappoinrment, refolvcdto deftroy 
fo violent an adverfary; and cfted him before the peo- 
ple, as a declared enamy to the public liberty. Appius, 
without changing his habit, as was ufual on fuch occa- 
fions, or even fuflcring his friends to folicit the multi- 
tude in his behalf, on the day of the aflembly appeared 
in the midft df his accufers with the fame dignity as if 
he had been their judge. His accufation implied : ift, 
That he had inflamed the fenate againft the people. 
2dly, That he had raifed feditions in the republic. 3dly, 
That he had caufed a tribune to be Ifruck, though the 
laws declared his perfon facrcd and inviolable. 4thly; 
That he had funk the courage of his foldiers by his feve- 
rity, and fuffered himfelf to be overcome by the Volfci. 
But he anfwered thefe feveral articles with fo much 
ftrength of reafon, that the people durft not condemn 
him. The tribunes, who were determined upon his de- 
Itrudtion, fearing he would be acquitted, put off giving 
fcntcnce to another day, under pretence that they fliould 
not have time to colleft the fuflFrages. Appius, plain- 
ly forefeeing that he fhould fall a vidfim to the implaca- 
ble hatred of fhofe magiftrates, prevented the difgrace of 
a condemnation by laying violent hands on himfelf. The 
tribunes endeavoured in vain to deprive him of fuch 
funeral honours ai his merit and rank in the republic de- 
ferved : his fon obtained leave of the confuls to aifem- 
ble the people, and make, according to cuftom, his fu- 
neral oration ; which the people heard with pleafure, 
fliewing him more regard after his death, than they hud 
ever expreli'ed for him in his life-time 

Upon the death of Appius, the tribunes refumed the 
bufinefs of the agrarian law, which his profecution had 
only fufpended *, but as they could not prevail upon the 
next confuls, T. Numitifis Prifeus, and A. Virginius, to 
name the decemvirs, the people, at their inftigation, re- 
fufed to appear at^the eledtion of the confuls for the next 
year, as if they intended to feparatc themfelves once 
more from the body of the republic. However, the pa- 
tricians, with their clients, raifed to the confulate T. 
Q^indlius a fecond time, and Q^Servilius, who, to pre- 
vent the breach from growing wider, employed the people 

^ Dioii» Hal. p. 6o5, 615. Liv. lib. ii. cap, 61, 
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all that year in foreign wars. Servilius had great fttc- 
cefs againft the Sabines, and Quinftius gained ^ com- 
plete vidlory over the united forces of the i£qui and 
V olfei, which was followed by the fiege and furirendcr of 
the city of Anlium. On his return to Rome, he was 
honoured with a triumph, and attended both by the fe- 
nate and people, in his proceflion to the Capitol 

The domeflic difTenfions w'ere renewed in the follow- 
ing confulate of T. 7 l'"milius a fecond time, and Q^Fa- 
bius, fon of one of the three brothers who perifhed in the 
battle of Cremera. -/llmilius, who had favoured the peo- 
ple in his firft confulate, renewed his endeavours to get 
the Caffian law executed ; and great difturbances enfuing, 
Fabius difeovered an expedient to appeafe the people and 
patricians. He propofed to fend a colony to people that 
pleafant antTfruitful canton of the Volfci, which Quinc- 
tius had juft conquered. His motion was received with 
great applaufe by the meaner fort of people j and three 
I'enators, namely, T. Quin£lius th^ conful, A. Virginius, 
and P. Furius, were appointed to make the diftribuiion 
of the lands : but when the plebeians were fummoned to 
give in their names to thofe triumvirs, few of them ap- 
peared ; nay, they began to change their ftyle, and com- 
plain of the fenate, who, they faid, were fending brave 
men out of the country, becaufe they oppofed their op- 
preftive conduft : the greater part, therefore, chofe ra- 
ther to ftay at Rome, than leave it to take poireflion of 
the lands, for which they had raifed fo many difturbances. 
The games, the ihews, the public aflemblies, the hurry 
of bufinefs, and the (hare they bad in the government, 
contributed to attach them to their old abode ; and, not- 
withftanding their poverty, made them look upon a co- 
lony as an honourable baniftiment. The triumvirs, find- 
'ing the people unwilling to quit Rome, were forced to ad- 
mit of ftrangers to make up the number appointed for the 
colony. However, one advantage accrued from the re- 
fufal of the people, which was, that thofe who would not 
give in their names, were ever after afhamed to interfere 
in the affair of the parxition of the lands ^ 

Rome now enjoying profound tranquility, Fabius took 
the field againft the .Siqui, and obliged them to fue for 
peace j which was granted, on condition of their being 
iubjedt to the republic. However, in the following con- 
fuiate of Sp. Pofthumius, and Q^Sei vilius, now a fecond 
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time conful, they began to ftir again; and next year, hutrevolh 
when T, Q^inftius a third time, and Q^Fabius a fecond and dtftat 
time, were confuls, they renewed the war, and con- 
tinned it under the confuls A. Pofthumius and Sp. Fu- 
rius. The latter, who was but a very indifferent com- 
mander, having rafhly engaged the enemy, was defeat- 
ed, and fo clofely befieged in his camp, that not a man 
could go out to give notice at Rome of his danger. 

However, the fenate received adidce of it; and refolvcd 
upon an expedient never ufed but in gieat extremity, 
which was, to give up the government abfolutcly into the 
confuTs hands, by thefe words : “ Videat conful, ne quid 
refpublica detrimenta capiat : Let the conful take care 
that the republic fuffer no detriment.” Pofthumius, who 
received this co.mmiflion, impreffed all who were able to 
bear arms, and gave T. Quin£lius the command of the 
army, with the title of proconful. As foon as Qjjinftius 
came within fight of the inverted camp, the ^qui retired ; 
but Furius had before made a fally, in which his brother, 

L, Furius, and two cohorts, had been furrounded by the 
enemy and cut in pieces The conful now adfed upon the 
ofFenfive, and obliged the enemy to retire into their own 
country. Pofthumius attacked a body of their freebooters, ^ 

loaded with fpoil, and made great llaughter of them, into 
By thefe fucceffes Rome was rertored to its former tran- their o^n 
quillity. country. 

In the following confulate of P. Servilius Prifeus and A dreadful 
jdtbutius Elva, a plague broke out iii Rome, and fwept 
away almoft all the youth who were able to bear arms, 
the fourth part of the fenators, the greateft part of the tri- 
bunes, and both the confuls. Upon the news of fo ge- 
neral a mortality among the Romans, the JEq\xi and Vol- 
fei renewed their defign of deftroying the haughty repub- 
lic. They began the campaign with committing hoftili- 
ties in the territories of the Latins and Hernici, who im- 
mediately applied to the Roman fenate for fuccours ; but . 
all the Romans could do was to giire leave to their allies 
to arm and defend themfelves, and to promife themaflift- 
ance in better times. In confequence of this anfwer the 
Latins fliut themfelves up in their cities, leaving their 
country open to the ravages of the enemy. The Hernici 
took the field, and ventured an engagement, in which 
they loft a great many men, and were on that account, 
though the fuccefs of the battle was pretty equal, forced 
to confine themfelves to their cities; fo that the jEqui 
and Volfci, having now no enemy to oppofe them in the 
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field, entered the Roman territory, and appeared unex- 
pcQedly before Rome. The two confuls being dead, and 
the few tribunes who were Rill alive, unable, on account 
of their bad date of health, to affift the republic either 
^with their hands or their advice, the a?dilcs took upon 
them to maintain the dignity, and perform the funftions 
of the confuls. Notwithflanding fo many calamities, the 
Romans feemed to have loft nothing of their ancient ftea- 
dinefs They crept to the ramparts, and appeared de- 
termined to defend themfelves to the Jail extremity. 

The fenators themfelves mounted guard, and Hood cen- 
tinels. d'he city being well fortified on all Tides, the iEqui 
and Volfci, more expert at plundering than carrying on a 
fiege, laid afuie all thoughts of making themfelves mafters 
of Rome, and marched towards TufcuUim. In the mean 
time the plague continued to rage in the city. The dead 
were fo numerous, that they were ihioNvn into the Tiber 
without burial : fo that the calamity becoming now 
greater than ever, the people turncLl ilieir thoughts e.i- 
tirely to divine afliftance ; lil made tlir_ii vows upon the 
altars, and the matrons fwept the Temples with then haii, 
and continued proflraie i.: tlie preit nee of the gods, till, 
at length, a more wlulelume feat- u put an end to tlie 
didcinper, and deliiercL IVoitie froiii a c.ilamity which 
threatened her with utter Several patricians 

had governed one aiter another during the iiiteri egnum, 
which had laiteu from ilu liearh ol the confuls •, ami now 
Valerius Puplicola, being .uterreT , afl'embled tlte centu- 
ries for the eleTlion of new ma /ifLrates, when Imeretius 
Tricipitinus and T. Vetuiius Geminus, wcil chofen eon- 
fuls. In the beginning of their confulate, the tribunes, 
forgetting the miferie-s the city had futiered, nnderLunk to 
renew the difpute about the divifion of the lands ; but the 
people turned all their thoughts upon revenging theinfults 
Rome had received from the iSqui anti Volfci in the courfe 
of the preceding year. Even thofe citizens whom the 
lawas exempted from going to war, inlifled themfelves for 
the fervice ; fo that tw'o confular armies were immediately 
raifed. It fell to the lot of Lucretius to march againft the 
i'Equi and Volfci, who had united their forces ■, and thefe 
enemies were overthrown in a pitched battle, with the 
, lofs of both their generals, and of thirteen thoufand four 
hundred and fixty men j the moll dreadful defeat they 
had ever received. 
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While the two confuls were thus employed in the field, 
a tribune of the people, named C. Terentius Arfa, took 
the opportunity of their abfence to weaken the confular 
authority, exclaiming againil the exorbitant power of 
the confuls ; demanding that bounds might be fet to it 
with rflgard to public affairs ; and that invariable laws 
might be eftablilhed for the confuls to be governed by, in 
deciding the contefts that arofe between man and man. He 
urged with great vehemence, that the confuls had all the dc- 
fpotic power of kings, and only wanted the name and 
demanded, that a choice fliould be made of five of the beft 
men in the republic, v/ho fhould be authorifed to reflrain, 
within due bounds, a power fo exccffive ; fo that the 
confuls, for the future, might have no other authority 
over their fellow-citizens, than what thofe vciy citizens 
fliould think fit to eiitrufl them with. The fenators were 
all furprifecl at fuch bold prnpofals. Q^Fablus, who then 
govtined the city in the abfence of the confuls,- immedi- 
ately difpatched meflbiigers, acquainting them with what 
had happened, and conjuring them to haften back io 
Rome. He then COP vamed the fenate ; and, after having 
eiiumcrated the fatal coufequences of fuch an innovation, 
prevailed upon the tribunes to defifl from fcconding Te- 
rcntiiis in his firfl demand concerning the limitation of 
the confular power; but, as forthc fecond, they flill per- 
fiflcd ill demanding a choice to be made, from among the 
fenatrirs and plebeians, of proper perfons to form a body 
ol laws for determining fuits among the citizens. How- 
ever, overcome by the intreaties of Fabius, they eonfented 
to fufpentl the profeciition of this affair till the arrival of 
the confuls. 

Thus ;he city continued fome time quiet; for the tri- 
bunes did not fo much as mention the Terentian law, 
till the new confuls, V. V^olumnius and S. Sulpitiiis were 
chofen ; and then the whole college renewed their efforts 
to get the law pafled, The people were often affembled 
to hear the harangues of the tribunes on this fubjeift, and 
the fenate as often convened to concert meafures to op- 
pofe their defigns. The faffioiis, and blind zeal on both 
iides, increafed to fuch a degree, that there Wris jufl rea- 
fon to apprehend a civil war. The alarms Avhich thefe 
riiffenfions gave, were increafed by the dread which fome 
pretended prodigies occafioned in the city. At the fame 
time the Hernici, who were in alliance with Rome, gave 
notice to the fenate, that the Aiicjui and Volfci were 
fecretly arming; and that the new colony of Antium had 
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entered into that confederacy. This intelligence autlio- 
rifed the confuls to raife an army of citizens, as ufual, 
whofe abfence would leflen the ftrength of the tribunes y 
but thefe magiftrates of the people, pretending that this 
war was nothing but an artifice of the fenate to fend the 
citizens out of Rome, oppofed the levies, and revived the 
demand of Terentiiis for compiling a body of laws. The 
conteft ran high, and occafioned great difturbances. The 
confuls having caufed a plebeian to be arrelled, becaiife he 
refufed to give in his name, the tribunes refeued him 
from the lidfors, and fet him at liberty. 

On the other hand the young patricians made great dif- 
turbances in the comitia, difperfed the people by violence, 
and, with their clamours, hindered the reading of the 
law, which was dravim up in thefe words : Let the peo- 
ple, in lawful comitia, elect ten men of a mature age, 
confummate wifdom, and unfpotted reputation, to draw 
up a body of laws, as well for the public adminiflration 
as for the determination of private affairs : let thefe laws 
be fixed up in the forum ; and let the annual magiftrate, 
as well as other judges, be obliged to conform to them, 
in their decifions of the controverfies wliich may arife in 
Rome.*' Ar length the tribunes gained their point of 
having this law propofed to the people *, but when the day 
came for the comitia, by tribes, to determine the affair, 
the young fenators and patricians, having Quimftius Caefo, 
the fon of Quinftius Cincinnatus at their head, rufhed 
into the croud, overturned all who oppofed them, and 
difperfed the affembly. Ca;fo was a young man, tall, 
well-fhaped, of an extraordinary flrength of body, and 
had fignalizcd himfelf, by aftions of uncommon bravery, 
in feveral battles. His eloquence was not inferior to his 
flrength and valour *, for no patrician was heard with 
greater applaufe, or fpokc with more dignity, He was 
always the lirfl to anfwcr, the feditious harangues of the 
tribunes with great freedom. 

Thefe magiftrates, therefore, enraged to meet with fo 
much oppofition from one man, confpired his ruin j and 
having agreed among ihemfelves upon articles of impeach- 
ment, Virginius, the moft zealous of the tribunes, caufed 
him to be fuinmoned before the affembly of the people. 
This affront rendered C'lcfo inore violent in his oppofition 
to the Terentian law; he reviled the plebeians, and in- 
veighed with great bitternefs againfl the tribunes. In the 
mean lime Virginius ftill went on propofing the law, not 
fp mU^h out of any hopes that it would be received, as 

to 
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to mcreafe the of Cxfo, and render him, by his vio- 
lent and ralh behaviour, more odious to the multitude. 
Accordingly the inconfiderate youth, fupported by the 
fenatej who flattered his vanity with their applaufe, fup- 
plied the tribunes with frefh matter of complaint, and 
waged, as it were, open war with them and their party. 
At length the day came, which was appointed for hjs 
trial, and then his courage failed him. He did not imi- 
tate the conftancy of Coriolanus, but condefeended to 
mean intreaties, and endeavoured to favc his life by low 
and unworthy folicitations. He put on mourning, and, 
with a face of forrow and humiliation, went about beg- 
ging the favour of the loweft plebeians. The tribune Vir- 
ginius opened his accufation j enumerated the violences 
which had been committed by the young patrician, and 
produced thofc to be witnefles againft him whom he had 
perfonally infulted ; but the chief crime laid to his charge, 
was his having hindered, by violence, th-e meeting of 
fome judicial aflemblies, legally called. The articles be- 
ing exhibited, the accufed was called upon to plead ; but 
Caefo refufed to own the jurifdiftion of the aflembly, 
offering, at the fame time, to fubmit to the judgment of 
the confuls, his only lawful judges. 

This r^ufal incenfed the people yet more againfl him ; 
fo that his father, L. Quinftius Cincinnatus, a man highly 
efteemed and refpedled by the republic, was obliged to 
undertake his defenep. He denied the capital ponits in 
the charge 5 and, as to hafty words or blows, he excufed 
them as the indiferetions of youth, which rather deferved 
pity than refetitment. Then T. Quinftius Capitolinus, 
who had been thrice conful, Sp. Furius, and Lucretius, 
all appeared to witnefs his bravery in feveral engagements, 
and his other good qualities. The teftimonies of fo 
many illuftrious men, and the intreaties of the father, 
made a fenfible impreffion on the multitude : but Vjrgi- 
nius, wfio was bent upon Csefo’s deftrudlinn, fruftrated 
the hopes of the patricians. 

He rofe up, and, addrefling himfelf to QuimTius Cin- 
cinnatus, The public (faid he) does juftice to your vir- 
tues, and the affettion you have for the people ; but, alas ! 
how different is your fon from you ! His proud temper, 
and tyrannical condudl, make him unworthy of pardon. 
The education he has received under the eye of a modeft: 
and popular father, has not been able to abate his pride. 
Romans, what have you to expeft from him for the future ? 
\y'hat a pernicious example hath he given to the youth 
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who follow and admire him ? If you, Qu^inftlus, were 
ignorant of it before, yet, being to-day better informed 
of it, you ought to join your indignation to our’s. If you 
were acquainted with his conduit, and did not correft 
him, you are not worthy of the favour you afk. But 
what am I faying ? Your fon’s tranfports were certainly 
concealed froih you; nor have you had any (hare in his 
attempts upon the authority of the Roman people, No, 
Quinftius ; you are not to be blamed for any thing but 
being a better father than a commonwealth’s-man ; but, 
in order to efface in your heart thofe remains of tendernefs 
which the people fhare with you, I beg that my colleague, 
M. Volfcius, may be heard in what he has to offer, by 
Way of private complaint, againft your Ton. I hope the 
people will rfot leave imrevenged one of their own magif-^ 
trates, who has been fo great a fuffercr by him.” Then 
Volfcius, afeending the roltra, to a£l the part that had 
been concerted between them, fpoke to this effeft. Re- 
turning one night with my brother, from a friend’s houfe, 
where we had fupped, we met, hard-by the public ftews, 
C^efo, accompanied, according to his cuftom, by feveral 
young patricians of the fame character with himfclf, who, 
I fuppofe, had been making a debauch together in 
thofe infamous houfes. They at firft attacked us with 
abufive language, which I, indeed, was for taking no no- 
tice of ; but my brother, lefs patient than myfelf, retorted 
their abufe. Then Caefo, full of anger and refentment, 
fell upon him, and, notwithflanding my prayers and in- 
treaties, fo beat and bruifed him, that he expired upon 
the fpot. This incident happened the year the plague 
made fuch havock among us. I defigned to carry my 
complaints to the confuls, but death .deprived us of them 
foon after. L. Lucretius and T. Veturius, their fuccef- 
fors, took the field in a hurry, and Caefo followed them. 
At their return I prepared to bring my action ; but Caefo, 
hearing of my defign, waited for me one night in a bye- 
place, and, falling upon me, repeated his blows to fuch a 
degree, that, to avoid my brother’s fate, I was forced to 
promife never to mention the outrages we had both 
fuflained. 

The people were fo exafperated at this fiffion, that, 
without examining into the truth of the fadt, they were 
ready to tear young Caefo in pieces ; but Virginius, to 
give fome appearance of jullice to his villainous profecu- 
tion, interpofed ; and moved, that Csefo ftiould be fc- 
CUfed imprifone4, till his crime could be fully proved, 
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finct Volfcius had not his witncfles at hand. This mo- 
tion occafioned great debates, T. Quiniflius reprcfenting 
to the affembly, that it was a thing unheard-of in the re- 
public, that, upon a bare accufation, a citizen (hould be 
arrefted, and carried to gaol j while Virginius maintain- 
ed, that this precaution was neccffary to ^prevent fuch 
an offender from efcaping the juftice of the people. Af- 
ter the queftion had been long debated, with great warmth 
on both fides, the tribunes took a middle way between 
Virginius’s pretenfions and ihofe of the contrary party; 
which was, that Csefo fhould be fet at liberty, provided 
he gave fecurity for his appearance before the people on 
the^day appointed. This refolution raifed a new debate 
about the fum, in which the fecurities were to be bound ; 
but the fenate at laft fixed the fum to three thoufand afes 
of brafs, that is, about nine pounds thirteen fhillings and 
nine pence of our money ; and left it to the tribunes to 
declare how many citizens fhould be fecurity, in cafe of 
his efcape. They were content with ten fecurities, who 
bound themfelvcs to produceX^efo on the day he was to 
be tried, or to pay the fine. This is the firft time we 
read of bail given for appearance in public and capital 
cafes. Csefo was no fooner at liberty than he left Rome, 
and retired into Hetruria ; but the tribunes knew nothing 
of his efcape till he was again cited to appear, when his 
friends endeavoured to prove to the people, that he had 
executed juftice on himfelf, and anticipated their featence 
of banifhment, by going into voluntary exile. The tri- 
bunes, feeing plainly that this was only an evafion to avoid 
the payment of the fine, exadfed it with more rigour: fo 
that Q^inftius, the father of Csefo, having fold the beft 
part of his eftate on that account, was forced to retire to 
a poor cottage on the othel* fide the Tiber, where he cul- 
tivated, with his own hands, five or fix acres of land, 
which were all he had left for his fubfiftence \ 

The tribunes, believing that the banifhment of Ca;fo 
would keep the young patricians in awe, called an alTem- 
bly of the people, in order to propofe the Terentian law, 
and get it approved by the tribes ; but it was no fooner 
mentioned, than there fprang up, as it vvere, a thoufand 
Cccfos, all oppofing it with the fame intrepidity. The 
tribunes ordered all the patricians to be driven from the^ 
affembly ; brfc the nobility, uniting more clofely after the 
profecution of Csefo, oppofed force by force ; and, being 

^ Pion. Hal. lib. X. p* 617—6341 LiVi Ub. iiii cap. 5—14- 
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attended by a great number of their clients, made the 
tribunes feel the evil confequences of the fedition they 
had begun. The people were difperfed, and the tribunes 
obliged to fave themfelves by taking refuge in their own 
houfes. Thus the law was hindered from paffing at this 
juncture. The following year the fenate and patricians, 
in conjunftion, raifed to the confulate Caius Claudius, 
brother to Appius Claudius, who had killed himfelf, and 
P. Valerius a fecond time. The tribunes, feeing the 
whole body of the nobility united againfl: them, and de- 
fpairing to carry their point by a fair, open conteft, com- 
bined together to deftroy at once the better part of the 
fenate, and fuch of the patricians as were moft averfe to 
their defigns. In the firft place they circulated repbrts 
among the people, that the patricians had in agitation 
feme defign fatal to the liberty of the public- Then, in 
order to prepoffefs the people with diftruft of the nobility, 
they had recourfe to the following contrivance. 

While the tribunes were fitting on their tribunal, u 
ftranger came j and, havings in the fight of all the people, 
put into their hands a letter, difappeared iq an inftant, 
and was never afterwards feen. The tribunes read the 
letter to themfelves; and, in reading it, affefted an air 
of terror and furprize, in order to excite the curiofity of 
the people, and make them more uncafy. Then, rifing 
from their feats, and caufing filence to be proclaimed by 
the crier, Virginius, with looks full of condernation, ad-, 
drcfliilg himfelf to the aflembly : “ Romans, (faid he), 
you are threatened with the greatefl: dangers. If the 
gods, who are the proteflors of innocence, had not dif- 
covered the wicked defigns of your enemies, you had 
been all loft. But you muft give us leave to acquaint the 
fenate with the affair beford i^ be divulged.” Virginias 
having thujj alarmed the multitude, repaired with his col- 
leagues to the confuls, and the fenate being immediately 
aflembled, the tribunes were admitted. In the mean 
time, their etniffaries fpread a thoufand falfc reports 
among the people about the contents of the letter. Some 
faid, that C^cfo was advancing towards Rome, at the head 
of an array of Volfci ; others affirmed that the patricians 
had confpired to call him back, and, with his alliftaixce, 
to deftroy the tribunate ; a third fet, confined the enter- 
prize to the young patricians ; and maintained, that C;^- 
fo was ftill in Rome, and would foon appear at the head 
of a numerous body, compofed of patricians and their 
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clients r thus the people’s prejudices were kept up, and 
their hatred to the patricians artfully fomented. 

The tribunes being admitted into the fenate, VirginiuS 
addreffed himfelf to the confuls and fenators, in the fol- 
lowing words : Our difcretion, confcript fathers, made l^irgimmft 
US keep filence, while the misfortunes with which we are fo 

now threatened, were yet uncertain. To adl upon bare 
conjedtures againft feditious men not yet difcovercd, is 
often giving a handle to fadfious fpirits to raifc infurrec- 
tions ; however, we have not been iiiadlive upon our firft 
fufpicions ; and our private enquiries have been effedfual. 

We have been faithfully ferved by thofe foreigners, with 
whom wc live in hofpitality and friendlhip. Their letters » 

will convince you, that the gods watch over the republic 
for its prefervation. The fymptoms we find at home agree 
with the accounts we receive from abroad. Rome is be- 
trayed. Some of the moft illuftrious families in this city, 
and fomc even of the fenate itfelf, are turned confpirators, 
and have fworn her deftrudlion. Among the Roman 
knights there are aflaflins, ready to murder us. They 
wait only for the opportunity of a dark night to break in- 
to our houfes, and maflacre us, and all thofe among the 
people who (hew any zeal for the public liberty. They 
take it for granted, that, after this barbarous execution, 
they fhall eafily obtain of you the abolition of the tribu- 
nate. Caefo, that Caefo whom they refeued from its juft 
punifhment, is the inftrument of their fury. He is to 
appear within the walls, attended by numerous troops of 
Aiqui and Volfci, who are to be brought hither privately, 
and in fmall parties. The tribunes are to falU the firft 
vidlims to his refentment ; and fuch of the people as fliall 
dare to make any refiftance, are to be facrificed without 
mercy, Thefe are our dangers j this is the crime of you 
patricians. What then is to be done? Ye immortal 
gods, who unite us in the fame religious worfhip, infpire 
the fenate with fentiments of equity ; efi'ace from their 
minds all regard to rank, birth, and party-intereft ! We 
conjure you, confcript fathers, not to abandon us to the 
rage of thefe aflaflins. In order to prevent their evil de- 
figns, we hope, you will not refufe a decree, impowering 
us to make farther enquiries into this confpiracy, and to 
fecure the chief authors of it. Thofe who are moft in 
danger, are moft nearly concerned to avoid it, and will be ^ 

inoft adlive in making difeoveries. Time prefles, and our 
aflaflins are at the gates. The leaft delay were dangerous. 

Who knows buC this very night may be pitched upon for 
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tlie execution of the bloody defign ? They mull be con- 
fpirators themfelves, who are againll enquiring into the 
confpiracy.’* 

The demand of the tribunes much embarafled the fenatc: 
the more timorous were apprehenfive, that a refufal would 
irritate the people, and raife a fedition ; but thofe who 
had more firmnefs of mind, reprefented how dangerous 
it was to give the tribunes an unbounded power in an af- 
fair of a capital nature. The conful Claudius immediate- 
ly penetrated their defign, and explained the whole drift 
of their projeft. ‘‘ This is the feheme of the tribunes. 
Speak, Virginius, (faid he), tell us, whence Came thefe 
letters, which have fo much alarmed you ? Who are 
thofe guelts, and thofe faithful allies ? How came they 
acquainted with the misfortunes which threaten you ? 
Where is the bearer of this foul accufation ? Why has 
he difappeared ? Let Us know who are the fenators and 
knights named in the letter you produce. Surely we have 
time to hear the names of thofe great criminals. Shall 
we wait till you are made mailers of our lives by a decree 
of the fenate, and have it in your power to convift us of 
treafon by falfc evidence? You fay, the fymptoms at 
home agree with the informations from abroad. Why do 
not you then Ihew us thefe fymptoms ? Why do not you 
produce the accufers ? Could you pollibly imagine, that 
the fenate would deliver up our molt illuilrious citizens to 
your fury, upon a bare accufation by letter, without any 
kind of proof? To you, confeript fathers, to your in- 
dulgence, the bold attempts of the tribunes are to be af- 
cribed. You were too eafy in delivering up the brave 
Cxfo to the rage of his perfecutors. Their fuccefs againll 
him encourages them to attempt every thing againll us. 
My opinion is, that, if the ftate be in any danger, it is 
only from thefe fediiccrs of the people, who, while they 
pretend to be defenders of the public liberty, are indeed 
its greateft enemies.” 

This fpeech confounded the tribunes : they withdrew 
with no lefs (hame than fury ; and, repairing to the af- 
fembly of the people, began to inveigh moll bittcily 
The people againll both fenatc and confuls. Appius, following the 
eonvinceU^ tribunes, afccuded the roftra, andfpoketo the people with 
that the fp much energy and elocution, that the better fort were 
convinced, that the pretended confpiracy was only 
a/thetri- artifice of the tribunes, to have it in their power to 
kttnut deftroy their enemies. But the undiftinguifhing rabble 
continued in their firll perXuafion *, and the tribunes took 

great 
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great care to maintain their apprebenfion, which gave 
them an opportunity of raifing new difturbances in the 
ftate ^ 

The inteftine broils of the republic encouraged a pri- 
vate man in Sabinia, named Appius Plerdonius, to at- 
tempt the reduftion of Rome. Having a great number 
of llaves and clientSj he flattered himfelf, that he fhould 
be able, with their afliftance, to reduce the Roman repub- 
lic under his obedience, and make himfelf king of Rome. 
This bold defign he imparted to his friends, reprefenting 
to them, that it was not impradicable to furprife the city 
during the divifion between the people and the fenate. 
Some of them, no lefs enterprifing than himfelf, approv- 
ing his undertaking, foon aflembled about four thoufand 
men, confiding partly of their own clients, but chiefly of 
flaves, outlaws, and men of defperate fortunes. This 
was indeed a fmall number for fo great an enterprize ; 
but Plerdonius took it for granted, that a great number of 
Roman exiles, befides the Roman populace, who were 
greedy of plunder, and fuch citizens as were enemies to 
the patricians, the flaves, and alfo the jEqui and Volfci, 
would not fail to come to his afliflance, upon the firft 
news of his attempt. With thefe hopes, he embarked his 
troops on the Tiber by night, brought them down the 
river, and landed, before break of day, by the fide of the 
Capitol. He afeended the hill without being perceived, 
and, under cover of the darknefs, polTeflbd himfelf of 
the temple of Jupiter, and the fortrefs adjoining. Thence 
he threw himfelf into the neighbouring houfes, and put 
all tliofe to the fwoid who refufed to join his forces. 
Some, who hud the good luck to fave themfelves before 
the Sabines entered their houfes, raifed an alarm in. all 
the quaiters of the city : nothing was heard but confufed 
voices of people, crying out, “ To arms ! The enemy is 
in the heart of the city.” 

The confuls, awakened by the noife, knew not whether 
this tumult arofe from a domeftic fadbion, or foreign enemy i 
and were therefore equally afraid to arm the people, or leave 
them difarmed. They contented themfelves with giving 
arms to fame on whom they could depend, and placing 
them in the forum, and at the gates of the city. The night 
was fpent in doubts and uneafinefs, neither the confuls 
nor the people knowing how many or what enemies they 
Were ■ to contend with. At length, the return of light 

^ Dion. Hah p. Liv. lib. iii. cap. 15. 
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dlfcoverecl who was at the head of fo daring an enterprize- 
The confuls immediately repaired to the forum, and fum- 
moned all the citizens to take arms, and follow them ; 
but the tribunes, mounting their tribunal, with their un- 
feafonable harangues, cooled the ardour of the people : 
^mes ]~ool obftruft the public 

^eard^rof 5 after all, Romans, this is the time for turn- 
tk^pe^iple, ing the fervice you are about to do for your country, to 
your own advantage. Before you take arms, infift upon 
a promife that the confuls ^Ihall not oppofe the Terentian 
law j and do not expofe your lives to evident dangers, till 
they have promifed, upon oath, that as fooii as you have 
retaken the Capitol, they will fuffer it to pafs. Why 
fliould you venture your lives, when you can draw no ad- 
vantage from your bravery?” Thefe words made fuch an 
imprelTion upon the minds of the multitude, that neither 
the commands of the confuls, nor the danger wjth which 
they were threatened, could prevail upon them to take 
arms. The conful Claudius, full of indignation, pro- 
pofed that the patricians themfelves Ihould attack the ci- 
tadel : The people (faid he), would fell you their fer- 

vices too dear. The patricians, attended by their clients, 
and a few volunteers, are fufficient to’ drive away the rafh 
Herdonius. BeGdes, we may borrow fuccours of the La- 
tins and Hernici. Our flaves, if we fet them at liberty, 
will lend their alliftance. In Ihort, any foldiers are bet- 
ter than refraflory citizens, who refufe to relieve their 
country in its diltrefs.” 

But Valerius, who was more moderate and popular 
than his colleague, obferved, that, in theprefent circum- 
ftances, the fenatc ought not to refufe the multitude any 
thing that could induce them to take up arms immediate- 
ly. The heft part of the fenators being of his opinion, 
he advanced into the midfl: of the people, and promifed 
them, that as foon as the Capitol was retaken, he would 
not hinder the tribunes from propdfing the law. The 
people, charmed with this promife, took arms, and fo- 
lemnly fwore never to lay them down without leave of 
the confuls. Then the confuls drew lots for the condu£l 
of the attack, which fell to Valerius. Claudius was ap- 
pointed to cover the city, and prevent any fuccours from 
joining Herdonius. Valerius, having drawn up his troops 
in the forum, niarched,to the attack with them, and a 
legion of Tufculans, which L. Mamilius, the fupreme 
magiftrate of that place, had fent, of bis own accord, to 
tbe ailifianpe of tbe RDindns. 
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H^rdonius fuftained the aflault with fuch Courage and 
refolution, that the day was far fpent before the Romans 
had gained any advantage over him. The conful Vale- 
rius, encouraging his men, by his example, to advance 
boldly, notwiihftanding the (bowers of darts which were 
incelTantly poured upon them, was (lain at the head of 
the legionaries. P. Volumnius, who faw him fall, or- 
dered his body to be covered, in order to conceal his death. 
He then took his place, and led on the Romans with fo 
much bravery and conduft, that they carried the place 
before they miffed their commander. Herdonius fought 
like a man in defpair, who was refolved to fell his life 
very dear. Being of a tall ftature, and great ftrength, he 
made a terrible daughter of the Romans, difpiuing the 
ground inch by inch, till he was flain, after having loft 
the greateft part of his followers. Thofe who outlived 
their general, either fell upon their own fwords, or threw 
themfelves from the top of the Capitol. Thus ended this 
ra(h enterprlze, in the deftruction of Herdonius, and all 
his adherents 

The city had no fooner recovered from its fright, than 
the tribunes called upon Claudius, the furviving conful, 
to perform his colleague’s promife ; but he deferred it, 
under various pretences ; and at length refufed to act in 
the affair, till a new conful fhould be elefled in the room 
of Valerius. The day for the eleftion being appointed, 
the fenate, and the whole body of patricians, refolved to 
choofe fome ^fenator of great merit, who fhould be capa- 
ble of defeating the defign of the tribunes, and keeping 
the people in awe by his authority. They fixed upon 
Quindfius Cincinnatus, the father of Csefo ; who was ac- 
cordingly eledfed by the firft clafs, confiding of eighteen 
centuries of cavalry, and fourfeore of infantry ; fo that 
the/e was no occafion for the inferior claffe^to give their 
fuffrages. When the deputies, fent by the fenatq to ac- 
quaint Quinftius with his promotion, prefented him with 
the decree of his ele£lion, the venerable old man was 
in doubt what refolution to take. He had retired, af- 
ter his fon’s difgrace, into the country, and w'^as fo pleafed 
with a rural life, that he preferred it to all the pomp of 
the confular dignity. However, facrificing his private 
fatisfaftion to the love of his country, he left the plough, 
which he was driving when the deputies arrived, and con- 
fenCed to accompany them to the city : but he firft took 

^ Dioni Hall ibid, Liv. lib. iii. cap. i8. 
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leave, of his wife, and, recommending to her the care of 
his domeftic aftairs, “ I fear (faid he), my dear Racilia, 
,tbat our fields will be but ill cultivated this year.’' 

He no fooner entered upon his office^ than he turned 
his thoughts upon reforming the .fenatc, and reftraining 
the infolence of the people, and \bcir tribunes. In his 
firft fpecch, he reprimanded both the Senate and people 
with equal feverity, without declaring^himfelf for either 
party. He reproached^ the lenate for feeding, with their 
continual compliance, the rebellious fpirit of the people ; 
and the tribunes for raiGng continual diflurbances, and 
-promoting an unbridled licentioufnefs among the popu- 
lace : Sonic feditious men (faid hej, reign in Rome 

with more infolence and tyranny than the Tarquins ; but 
1 fliall take care to carry the people from thofc feducers. 
Know then, Romans, that my colleague and I have re- 
folved to make war upon the -£qui and Volfci. We alfo 
declare^ that our intention is to pafs thq winter in the 
field, without ever returning, during our confulate, into 
a city fo full of fedition. We command all thofe, who 
ixave taken the rnilitary oath, to appear. to-morrow, with 
their^rms, at the lake Regillus.” The tribunes anfwered, 
That they would not fuffer any levies to be made ; and 
that, if Quindlius was determined to take the field, he 
might chance to go to war only with his colleague.*' The 
brave conful replied, “ That there was no occafion for 
tiew levies, fince the oaths the people had taken to Vale- 
rius, whoTe place he fupplied, were Hill binding." The 
tribunes, to elude that engagement, affirmed, that, by the 
oath .the people had taken to Valerius, they had not laid 
themfelves under any obligation to Q^iaftius, who was 
then but a private man. But the anfwers of the tribunes 
feeming, even to thofc who were moft nearly concerned, 
more fublle jhan folid, every one began to take arm’s, 
though very unwillingly. What Itill increafed their un- 
^^finefa .was, a report that the confuls defigned to hold a 
generijlt^embly on the banks of the lake Regillus, and 
there4^ ^nnul whatever had been done'in'^btmer alTem- 
blics for the . advantage of the people.* . r 

Quin^ii us farther inOnuated^ that, orn his return, he 
would name a duSatOr, whofe* authority could not be 
curbed by the oppofitioH^f the-tribunes. Thefe reports, 
' artfully fpreail abroad, flruck terror into the tribunes and 
fecMnsjt people. The women and children, all in tears, con- 

'^19 Am principal men in the fenate to intercede for them 

j \ with C^uinCtius, and prevail upon him to fuffer their huf- 
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bands and fathers to return to their homes at the end of 
the campaign, Q^inftius feemed inflexible ; and the 
people, feized with confternation even at the mention of 
fpending the winter in the camp, became very fubmiflivc. 

At length, a kind of treaty was made between Q^indfius 
and the tribunes : thd former promifed not to force the 
troops to winter in the field, nor even to march out of 
the city j and the latter bound themfclves to make no 
propofal to the people concerning new laws. To thefe 
two articles was added a third ; importing, that, for the 
future, neither confuls nor tribunes Ihoiild be continued 
in their offices beyond the y^Tar. Quintlius, having thus 
reltored tranquility to the city, applied hunfelf to hear 
and determine private caufes, and pronounced fuch equit- 
able judgments, that the people, charmed with his con- 
diift, feemed to have forgotten, that there w^ere any fuch 
officers as tribunes in the republic ^ 

Notwithftanding the late agreement between Ouindlius 
and the tribunes, the latter found means to be continued 
in their employments. Hereupon the patricians were for 
continuing Quinftius in the confiilfhip ; but he warmly 
oppofed it, upbraiding the fenators with their contempt- 
ible levity in being fo ready to violate their own laws, and 
thereby countenancing the breach of them in the people. 

Before he retired to his farm, be prefided at the comitia, 
wdien Fabius Vibulanus a third time, and L. Cornelius 
Maluginenfis, were named confuls for the enfuing year. 

They had fcarce entered upon their office, when news 

were brought to Rome, that Antium had revolted to the 

Volfci, who, together with the i^lqui, had taken the 

field. It fell to the lot of Fabius to march againft the The jEqut 

Volfci, and he gained confidsrable advantages over them ; 

while liis colleague was a;ttended with equal fuccefs 

againft the iEqui, who, after having been ejefeated in the 

field with great flaughter, ffiut themfclves up in the city 

of Antium. Cornelius laid clofc.ficgc to the place, took Antium 

it by ftorm, and ordered the chief authors of the revolt to 

be firft fcourged in the market-place, and then beheaded. 

The .^qui, being exhaufted by their repeated lolTes, had 
recourfe to the clemency of the fenate, who* granted them 
pcace^ upon the fame conditions on which it had been for- 
merly granted to the Latins : jhey were to continue in 
polTcffion of their cities, lands, and laws, but under the 
dominion of Rome 

^ Diun. Hal. p. 64.3*646. Liv. lib. iii, cap. 79*21. n? Dion. ■ 

Hal. p. 647*652, Liv, libi iii. cap. 20— -xj. 
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Whlic the confuls were thus employed in the field, the 
qu:ellors, A. Cornelius and Q^ServiUus, men of great pro- 
bity, began a profecutioii againft M. Volfcius, for having 
borne falfe witnefs againft Caefo. In virtue of the power 
annexed to their office, they convened an afl'embly of the 
people, and produced their evidences ; of whom fome 
depofed, that they had feen Csefo in the army on the 
very day when Volfcius pretended he killed his brother at 
Rome. Others gave teftimony, that Volfcius's brother 
died of a languiftiing diftemper, and that he never was 
out of his houfe after he was firft taken ill. Thefe fadts 
were attefted by fo many perfons of iinqueftionablc credit, 
that there was no room left to doubt of Volfcius’s malice. 
But the tribunes, who had fuborned that plebeian, put a 
ftop to this profecution, declaring, that they would not 
fulFer the fufirages oi the people to be gathered upon any 
affair whatfoever, before the Terenhan law was promul- 
gated. The fenate, in their turn, made ufe of the like 
pretence, declaring, that they would not fufferthe Teren- 
tian law to be propofed, till the bufinefs of Volfcius ffiould 
be determined. 

Thefe contefts avere fpun out till the return of the con- 
fuls, M^ho entered Rome in triumph, and foon after re- 
ligned the fafees to C. Nautius and L. Minutius, who 
were obliged to take the field, in the very beginning of 
their year, againft the Volfci, who had revolted from the 
Romans, and againft the Sabines, who, with a numerous 
army, committed great devaftatioris in the Roman territory. 
The latter were routed by the conful Nautius, and forced 
to fhut themfelves up in tbeir ftrong holds. But Minu- 
tius, by a ftratagena of Cluilius, commander of the jTqui, 
being led into a valley, was there hemmed in on all Tides, 
and in danger of being ftarved into a furrender at difere- 
tion. Some horfemen, having found means to make their 
tfcape in the night, carried the news to Piome : whereupon 
O. Fabius, governor of the city, immediately difpatched a 
mcifengcr to the other conful, to inform him of the danger 
to which his colleague was expofed. Nautius repaired to 
Rome in allhafte; and having alTembled the fenate, all 
the fathers were for having recourfe to the remedy made 
ufe of in their greateft calamities, which was, a diftator. 
Accordingly, the conful naijfied Quinftius Cincinnatus for 
that high ftation, and immediately returned toputhimfelf 
at the head of his army. The governor of Rome fent the 
coufuFs decree to Q^in£lius, who was found, as before, 
cultivating his Imail inheritance with his own hands. 

When 
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When he hw the deputies, a train of attendants, and ^ubiSIius 
twenty-four liftors, with their fafces, advancing to him, (bncsnna- 
he put on his robe, and poing to meet them, “ What 
tidings (faid he), do you bring from Rome Your 
country (replied the deputies), being in great danger, de- 
mancts a diflator, and you are the only refuge Rome has 
in her diftrefs.” At thefe words he fighed; though 
forry to quit his beloved folitude, he obeyed the orders of 
the fenate, and having put on the habit of his new dig- 
nity, fet out for Rome. The fenate provided him with 
a boat, in which he crolTed the Tiber, his three Tons, his 
friends, and the chief men of the fenate, receiving him at 
his landing, condudfed him in triumph to his houfe, 
amidft the acclamatious of the people. Next day, the 
dictator named lor general of the horfe L. Tarquitlus. 

Jle was a patrician ot uncommon valour ; but not being 
able to keep a horfe, had till then ferved in the infantry. 

The dictator, who had obferved his gallantry and conduCt 
in the campaign he had made under him, did juflice to 
his meric, and, notwithftanding his poverty, raifed him 
to that high Ration. 

The fiift order Q^inCtius iffued was, that all the fhops 
and tribunals ftiould be fhut up : then he commanded all 
the youth in the city and country to be, before fun-fet, in 
the Campus Martius, each with twelve ftakes, and pro- 
vii'ions for five days. He then put himfelf at the head of Marchrs to 
thefe troops, and, before break of day, arriving at the rehtf 
enemy’s camp, viewed their entrenchments as well as 
the obfeurity of the night would allow him. Then, by a * 
repetition of loud (bouts, he gave the conful notice of 
his arrival. The fignal was no fooner underflood by the 
confular army, than, without waiting for day-light, they 
ran to arms, and fell upon th% enemy, with another 
(bout, which was heard by the diiEfator’s forces. The 
A^qui firft turned their arms againft QuincRius, in order 
to prevent him from furrounding them ; but being called 
back to repulfe the conful, Qjiinttius feized that opportu- 
nity to fortify his entrenchments with a palifado made of 
the ftakes his men had brought from Rome. Thefe en- 
trenchments ferved, at the fame time, to fhut up the 
enemy’s camp; fo that the general of the Ailqui, named 
Gracchus Duilius, found himfelf at day-light in the fame 
fituation to which he had reduced the conful. Early in ^homht 
the morning, the didlator and conful attacked the enemy’s 
camp at the fame time with fuch vigour, that Duilius, 
fearing his lines would be forced fword in hand, had re- pafsunder 

Iz courfe tk^jQhi 
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coiirfe to negotiation'^; he fent deputies to the conful, who 
referred them to the dictator. Quinftius, having heard 
their propofals, which were, to quit their camp, and re- 
tire without baggage, arms, or cloaths, fternly replied, 
that he did not think their death would be of any fervicc 
to his republic 5 and therefore was willing to grant them 
their lives, but upon condition, that they delivered to him 
their general and chief officers, and fubmitted to pafs, 
every man, without diftinCfion, under the yoke, to Im- 
print it deeply on their minds, that the -^qui were a na- 
tion conquered by the Romans. If they refufed to com- 
ply with thefe conditions, he threatened to cut them all 
in pieces. The iEqui, being furrounded on all Tides, and 
unable to fuftain two attacks at the fame time, fubmitted 
to vffiat conditions the viCforious enemy was pleafed to 
impofe. Two javelins were therefore fixed in the ground, 
and a third laid over them ; and under this yoke all the 
foldiers pafled, naked and unarmed. At the fame time, 
they delivered up to the Romans their general and chief 
officers, who were relerved to adorn the dictator’s tri- 
umph. 

Q^inClius would not allow the troops of the conful Mi- 
nutius to have any ffiare of the fpoil. He then obliged 
Minutius to lay down his office ; a difgrace which the 
modeft conful was fo far from refen ting, that he and his 
troops prefented the diftator with a crown of gold of a 
pound weight, for having faved the lives and honour of his 
fellow-citizens. QuinCtius, after this viftory, returned 
to R-ome, which he entered in triumph. Before his cha- 
riot were led the enemy’s general, and a grear number of 
officers in chains, who conitituied the chief ornament of 
that proceffiion. The dictator, having finifhed his expe- 
dition in lefs than a fortnight, was for laying down bis 
offiice, and retiring to Ws folitude; but his friends pre- 
vailed upon him to continue in the di^fatorflnp, till Vol- 
feius, the accufer of his fon Caefo, was brought to his trial. 
Accordingly, he affiembled the curiae: the informer being 
convicted of calumny and bearing falfe witnefs, was, ac- 
cording to the law of retaliation, condemned to perpetual 
banifhnient, and Csefo recalled. This aCt of juftice being 
performed, QuinCtius abdicated the diCtatorfhip the fix- 
teenth day after his advancement, though he might have 
•held that dighity fix months". 


n Dion. Hal ibid. Liv. Ub.ii. cap. zS, 29. Floi. lib. i. cap. ii. 
Orof. lib, ii. cap. iz. 
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The abdication ^of the di£lator waa followed by new i^ezj dif- 
difturbances : Virginius was continued a fifth year in the turbancti 
tribuncfhip ; Volfcius was recalled from baniiliment, and Rome* 
reinftated in his office ; the tribunes revived the difpiite 
about the Terentian law ; and, at the fame time, the yliqui, 
though lately fubdued, together with the Sabines, began 
to make their ufual inroads, and lay wafle the Roman 
territory. The two new confuls, C. Horatius an J Q^hli- 
nutius, were ordered by the fenate to raife troops, and 
march, without delay, againft the enemy; but the tri- 
bunes protefled, that they would not fuffer one plebeian 
to give in his name, till the commiflioners for making a 
body of laws, according to Terentius’s propofal, flaould 
be named. An extraordinary aflembly of the fenate w as 
therefore fummoned, to deliberate on the prefent trou- 
bles ; and Quinftius Cincinnatus recalled to make head ■ 
againft the tribunes- He was of opinion, that the whole *T/ie people 
fenate, and the body of the patricians, with their friends refu/mg to 
and clients, fliould take arms, and haften into the field. 

His advice was received with applaufe : even the oldeft p^fr^ctans 
fenators repaired immediately to their houies, took arms, take arms. 
and, attended by their clients and friendj, appeared in the 
forum. The people, who flocked thither from all parts, 
being moved at this new fight, the conful Horatius ex- 
horted all good citizens to join thofe illuftrious fenators, 
who chofe rather to expdfe their lives to the utmolh 
dangers, than to fee Rome infulted by her enemies. 
Virginius, in the name of his colleagues and the people, 
aiifwered, that the plebeians would not ferve, till the 
Terentian law was accepted. On this occafion Horatius 
made a reproachful fpeech to the curire, fhewing them 
the difnial effet^s which the feditious practices of their 


tribunes muft at laft unavoidably produce. 

His harangue made a deep impreflion on the mliuls of 
the multitude; which Virginius perceiving, thought it 
advifcable to conform to the prefent conjuinSture. Afliun- 
ing therefore an air of moderation, he told the conlul, 
that he was ready to tiefift from oppohng the levies, nay, 
that he would himfelf exhort the people to take arms, 
provided the, fenate would grant one favour, which would 
be of great fervice to them, and in no refpe6l detrimental 
to their authority. The conful defired him to fpeak ^ 
his mind freely, alTuring him, that he would find the 
fenate ready to comply with any realoiiable rciiiidt in tne 
behalf of the people. Then Virginius, having lait con- 
ferred with his colleagues, replied, “ All that the people 
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rcqueft isj that you will fuffer the number of the tribune^ 
to be enci eafed from five to ten. If you deny our requeft 
in an affair of fo fmall importance, accufe yourfelves only 
of the misfortunes the republic may fuffer.” This unex- 
pected requeft divided the fenate. Caius Claudius op- 
pofed it with great warmth, being governed by this he- 
reditary maxim, that all the requefts of the tribunes ought 
to be fufpeCted. But QuinCfius Cincinnatus, confidering 
this affair in another light, was for granting the tribunes 
their requeft. He thought, that the more numerous the 
tribunes were, the more eafy it would be to fow divifions 
among them. The opinion of this great man prevailed; 
and the fenate paffed a decree, giving the people leave to 
chooie ten tribunes annually, provided they did not con- 
tinue the fame man in office above a year. Purfuant to 
this decree, the tribes were immediately affembled, and 
’ the two tribunes cheffen out of each of the firft five claffes. 
The tribunes being thus fatisfied, two armies were raifed 
without oppofitioii. Minutius marched againft the Sa-?- 
bines, who fled before him, and retired into their own 
country. Horatius led his troops againft the i^^qui, re- 
took Corbio and Orlona, which they had feized; and then 
both confuls returfied to Rome, to preGde in the coinitia 
at the election of their fucceffors 

In the following confulate of M. Valerius Laflucinus, 
and Sp. Virginius Tricoftus, the tribunes, grown more 
audacious than ever by the increafe of their number, pro- 
pofed, that Mount Aventine, or at leaft fuch parts of it 
as lay uncultivated, or were not poffefled by lawful own- 
ers, might be yielded to the people, who being now 
^ very numerous, began to want habitations. The confub 
looking upon this new demand as a prelude to the revival 
of the agrarian law, and therefore deferring to convene 
the fenate to debate it, Icilius, one of the tribunes, ven- 
tured upon an attempt never heard of before. He fent an 
cfficer to them, commanding them to aflemble the fenate 
forthwith. The meffenger was, by the order of the coii- 
fuls, feverely beaten, and ignominioufly driven away by 
one of the lidlors. Hereupon the tribunes caufed the 
liclor to be fgized, and fome were for putting him to 
death, for violating the facred privileges of the tribune- 
fiiip. The fenate, to favc him, had recourfe to entreaties, 
but without fuccefs : they were obliged to come to a 
compofition with the tribunes. The li(5lor was fet at li- 

® Dion. Hal. p, 65X— ^8o, Liv. ibid, cap. 30, 31. 
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berty; but Mount Aventine was, by a decree of the fe- 
iiate, yielded to the people. The fenate, foon found, 
that their compliance with the laft demands of the peo- 
ple ferved only to encourage new pretenfions. Itiliiis, 
the moft enterprifing of the tribunes, formed a delign to 
bring the confuls themfclves under M^jedlion p. In rhe 
confulate of T. Romilius and C. Vetrurius, the tribunes 
were more fatlious than ever about the Tcrentian law. 
The conluls, knowing the republic would never be quiet 
at home, till fhe was engaged in a war abroad, rcfolvcd 
to revenge the inroads which the Sabines and Ailqui had 
made the year before , but, in railing levies, they ufed fo 
much feverity^ ihat the people appealed to their tribunes, 
who, taking the part of the complainants, endeavoured to 
refeue out of the hands of the li£lors thofe whom the 
confuls had ordered to be felzed, for refufing to atifwer 
when called upon. The confuls advanced to fupport the 
execution of their orders-, but the tribunes, fupported by 
the populace, not only repulfed them, but ordered their 
<ediles to feizc thofe fovereign inagiftrates, and carry them 
to prifoR. So daring an attempt provoked the patricians* 
to fuch a degree, that they fell upon the tribunes, beat 
them, and forced them to fly with their adherents. 

Next day the tribunes aflembled the people anew, and 
fummoried the confuls to appear before their tiibunnl, to 
anfwer for what had happened the day before. The con- 
fuls feornfully refufing to obey the fummons, the tribunes 
brought their complaints to the fenate, and threatened to 
aflcmble the tribes, in order to judge the confuls, in cafe 
they did not appear to juftify their condm^f . The conful 
Romilius haughtily anfwered, that the tribunes hud been 
the aggreflors, and the foie authors of the tumult ; and 
protelled, that if they were fo daring as to proceed a Itep 
farther in this affair, he would arm the w^hole body of 
patricians againli, them. The fenate, thinking it equally 
dangerous to declare either for the confuls or the tribunes, 
broke up, without coming to any r^folution. leihus, 
►finding that nothing was to be expefted from the fenate, 
convened an aflembly of the people, in order to excite 
them to fomc vigorous rcfoliition. Some of the plebeians 
were for taking arms, and retiring again to the Sacred 
Mount ; others for proceeding againft the coniuls, and 
infifting upon their appearing before the people, or con- 
demning them to death or banifhment ; but the molt mo- 
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derate advifed Lhe people to defer all proceedings againft 
the confuls, till their qonfulate was expired, and, in the 
mean time, to profecute, with the utmoft rigour, thofe 
patricians, who had aflifted them in the infuU they had 
committed on theperfons of the tribunes. Of thefe three 
different opinions, the tribunes chofe to follow the fecond \ 
and accordingly fummoned the donfuls to appear on the 
third market-day. This projet^l, however, proved abortive j 
for Icilius declared, in the affembly of the people, that 
the college of tribunes, at the entreaties of the fenate, 
forgave the confuls the perfonal injuries they had received 
from them, but could not negled: the interefts of the peo- 
ple, and woLild therefore propofe both the agrarian and 
Terentian laws to their confideration. He accordingly 
fixed a day for a new affembly, to deliberate upon thofe 
matters- 

The time appointed being come, and the people aflem- 
bled, Icilius made a long hrirangiie in favour of the agra- 
rian law; and then declared, that any plebeian might 
fpeak freely. Upon this intimation, many plebeians pleaded 
the right their fervices gave them to a fhare of the con- 
quered lands, and made loud complaints of the patricians, 
who ufurped what the plebeians had gained with their 
blood. This was the common complaint of the ple- 
beians; but none reprefented it in flrongcr terms than 
one Sicinius, or, as Livy calls him, Siccius Dentatiis. 
He was a plebeian, about threefcore years of age, but yet 
in his full ftrength and vigour, of a handfome fhape and 
mien, and not unclocjuent for a man of his profcfhon. 

^He enumerated his exploits in war during forty years fer- 
vice ; told the multitude,' that he had been in a hundred 
and twenty engagements ; that he had received forty-five 
wounds, and all before, twelve of them in that fingle ac- 
tion againft Herrionius the Sabine ; that for the laft thirty 
years he had been always in command ; that he had ac- 
quired fourteen civic crowns, for faving the lives of fo 
many citizens ; three mural crowns, for having been the 
firft w^ho mounted the breach in tovims taken by ftorm, ^ 
eight other crowns for different exploits, eighty-three gol- 
den collars, fixty golden bracelets, eighteen lances, twen- 
ty-five fets of furniture for horfes, nine of which he had 
won from fo many enemies conquered in fingle combat. 

And thefe military toys (added he), are the only re- 
wards I have hitherto received. No knds, no fhare of 
the conquered countries ; ufurpers, without any title but 
that of a patrician jextra^ion, poilefs them. Is this to be 

endured f 



121 


7he Roman Hijlory '. 

endured ? Shall they alone enjoy the fruits of our con- 
quers ? the purchafe of our blood ? No, plebeians, Ict- 
us delay no longer to do ourfelves juftice. Let us this 
very day pafs the law propofed by Icilius. If the young 
patricians oppofe it, let our tribunes make them feel what 
is the extent of their authority.” Iciliiis bellowed the 
higher euiogiums on Dentatus ; but affe£ling to appear a 
llrift obferver of the laws, declared, that he could not 
with juftice propofe the law, till he had heard what the 
patricians alleged againft it. Accordingly he adjourned 
the alTembly to the next day. 

In the mean time the confuls, having employed great ^efolution 
part of the night in confulting with the chief men of the 
Senate on the proper means to fruftrate the defigns of the ^ 
tribunes, rcfolved to employ all their rhetoric lo fa- 
tisfy the people ; but if they continued obftinately bent 
upon the publication of the law, in tha^, cafe to hinder, 
by force, the colle£ling of the votes. This refolution 
being imparted to the patricians, they all repaired early 
in the morning to the forum, and difperfed thcmfclves 
among the multitude in fmall parties. The confuls being 
come, the tribunes caufed proclamation to be made by a 
herald, that whoever had any folid reafons to offer againft 
the publication of the agrarian law, might lay them be- 
fore the people. Several fenators prefeiued themfelves, 
one after another ; but they no fooner began to fpeak, 
than the populace rendered it impoflible to hear what they 
faid. The confuls protefted againft all that ftioulil be 
done in fo tumultuous an aflembly ; but the tribunes, 
without liftening to their remonftrances, commanded the 
urns* to be opened, and the tablets to be delivered to the 
people, in order to vote. The young patricians, incenfed The pairi- 
at this prefumptioii, fnatched away the unis, and feat- °p-' 
j^tered about the tablets, on which the votes were writ- 
^ten ; and, th^o^t’ing themfelves at the head of their clients poffinglf 
and friends, into the crowd, by force hindered the peo- the 
pie from dividing into their refpedlive tribes. The tri- 
bunes, having attempted to oppofe the patricians, ami keep 
the people together, were at length obliged to retire, and 
defer the promulgation of the law to another day. 

Early next morning the tribifnes aflernbled the people ; 
and, having demanded and obtained pcrmillinn of the 
affembly to inquire after the authors of the late diforder, 
they refolved to turn the whole accufation againft the 
youth of the Pofthumian, Sempronian, and Clcelian fa- 
milies, who had been the moft^aftive in the fray. It was 
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then cuftomary in Rome to determine M^hat punifhmenf 
die accufed dererved, in cafe he was ednvifted, before 
^he ffiatis }|J5 crime was reported to the people. The tribunes, 

fame of thgi-gfore. having aifembled a certain number of the mod 
the vouttF * , , ° 

patricians confidcrable citizens, to determine the punifliment they 
twnfifcaied. fliould inflift upon the ringleaders of the tumult, fome 
voted for death, others for banifhment; but SiciniUs pro- 
pofed the flighted punifliment the laws enjoined, namely, 
the conhfeation of their efFe£l;s ; and his opinion prevailed. 
The chief men of the fenate, having confulted on this 
occafion, thought it advifable not to oppofe the profecution, 
hoping that the multitude, fatisfied with this condefeen- 
fion, would drop the more important affair of the law. 
As for the lofs of the fuft'erers, they refolved to repair it 
at their private charges. Accordingly, when the day 
came for the trial, the perfons accufed not appearing, 
were condemnec^jn a fine for default, and their goods 
publicly fold to pay it. But the fenate caufed them to be 
bought up by private hands, and reftored to the former 
proprietors 

ne ^qui During thefe contentions, news were brought that the 
invade the made an irruption into the territory of the Tuf- 

^lefculum, culans, who were in alliance with Rome. The fenate 
immediately decreed, that the confuls fhould take ihc 
field, and march to the afliftance of thofe faithful allies. 
The tribunes did not fail to embrace this opportunity to 
raife new' difturbanres about the agrarian law, prote fling, 
that they would not fuffer the plebeians to take arms till 
the law was paflbd- But they were not feconded by the 
people, who, remembering the affiRance they had re- 
ceived from Tufculum againfl Heidonius, readily gavfe in 
their names ; fo that two armies were immediately raifed. 
Sicinius Dentatus w^as one of the firft who joined the 
confuls, at the head of eight hundred veterans, who had| 
all ferved the time preferibed by law, but ^ere willing ro 
make one campaign more under the command of fo famous 
ne eonfuls a leader. The confuls marched out of Rome in great 
march ftatc ; but the ./Kqui, on the news of their approach, re- 
tired to their own frontiers, and encamped on a fLee*p rock. 

*■ The Romans pitched their camp not far from the enemy, 
and kept clofe within ir, to conceal their ftrength, that the 
enemy might be tempted to offer them battle. Acconlingly 
the y^quij imagining the number of the Romans to be very 
fmall, defeended into the plain, and there challenged the 
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Romaic to an engagement. The conful Romilius, who • 
commanded in chief, feeing the enemy thus confirmed ia 
their falfe confidence, refolved to give them battle in the 
plain, and, at the fame time, to attack their camp on the 
hill. With this view he fent for Sicinius, and, cither 
out of efteem for fo valiant a commander, or, what is 
more probable, with a defign to expofe him and his vete- 
rans, who were all plebeians, to the moft imminent dan- 
ger, gave him the charge of attacking the enemy’s camp. 

Sicinius, apprifed of the danger of fo defpcrate an The gal- 
attempt, fpokc to this effect : I never yet declined any lant beha^ 
dangerous enterprizc out of fear ; but give me leave to 0/ 

reprefent to you, that the execution of what you com- 
mand, is not fo eafy as you feem to imagine. The rock 
is very fteep on all Tides, and not accelhble but by a nar- 
row way, which a handful of men may defend againft 
a whole army. If you infill, therefore, yn our making 
this attack, reinforce my detachment, and put us in a 
condition to fhew our bravery, without difhonouring our- 
felves by a ralh attempt.’’ At thefe words the conful told 
him in great anger, that his bufinefs was to obey, and 
not to a£l the general ; and then added, with a fcornful 
fmile, “ This then is the brave man who has fignalized 
himfelf in a hundred and twenty battles, who has been 
forty years in the fervice, and whofe whole body is co- 
vered over with wounds ! He recoils at the fight of dan- 
ger, and has no courage but in words. Go, Sicinius, go 
CO the comitia, and fight the patricians with your tongue. 

What you refufe to undertake others will put in execu- 
tion.” The brave plebeian, enraged at the general’s re- 
proaches, told him boldly, that he found he was refolv- 
cd either to deftroy an old foldier, or bring him to dif- 
gracc ; that he had been always ready to facrifice his life 
Jor his honour, and therefore would march up to the 
Enemy’s camp, and either gain it, or fall in the attempt, 
with all the veterans under his command. Then turning 
to them, My dear fellow-foldiers (faid he), let us go 
whitherfoever honour and the command of our general 
call us. You will bear me witnefs after my death, that I 
was deftroyed only for having defended with zeal the 
public liberty.” His veterans took their leave of the reft 
of the foldiers, who looked upon them as men fent to 
flaughter. 

But Sicinius, who p^rfeftly underllood the art of war, 
inftead of following the narrow path which the conful had 
pointed out to him, led his men round, and, at length, 
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entered a great wood that extended along the hills quite 
to the enemy’s camp. There he met with a peafant, 
who conduced him to an eminence which overlooked 
the enemy’s quarters. From thence he viev/ed the two 
armies, which were already engaged ; and, at the fame 
time, obferved, that the foldiers, w^ho were left to guard 
the enemy’s camp, were all gone to that fide which was 
next the plain, to view the battle. At this juncture Si- 
cinius, with his veterans, entering the entrenchments 
without oppoGtion, ordered his men to give a loud fhout, 
and, at the fame time, falling upon the iEqui, whofe 
eyes were turned another way, ftruck them with fuch ter- 
ror, that they abandoned the camp, and fled in theutmoft 
confuGon to the main body of their army. Sicinius pur- 
fued them clofe, made great flailghtcr of them by the way, 
and then, falling upon the rear of the main body, which 
was engaged with the Romans, quickly put an end to the 
conflift. The -®qui fled, and the confuls follow^ing them, 
killed above feven thoufand in the purfuit. Sicinius, as 
foon as it was dark, retired with his veterans to the camp 
he had taken from the enemy. There, having put to the 
fword all the prifoners, killed the horfes, and fet fire to 
the tents, arms, and baggage, he marched, with all pofll- 
ble expedition, to Rome, with bis vidlorious cohort, and 
gave an account to the tribunes of what had pafled, beg- 
ging that the honours of a triumph might not be allowed to 
generals who had abufed their authority for the deftruc- 
tion of their fellow-citizens. The people, full of indig- 
niition, promifed that they would never confent that the 
confuls fhould have a triumph ; and, accordingly, when 
the generals returned from the campaign, the multitude 
refufed to let them enter the city with the ufual pomp on 
fuch occafions. The fenate, fearing fome new commo- 
tions, did not think proper to efpoufe the caufe of the 
confuls; fo that they returned without honour, and 
loaded with odium. 

The two confuls had no fooner refigned the fafees to 
their fuccelfors, Sp. Tarpeius and A. Aterius, than they 
were cited before the alfembly of the people. Sicinius, 
whom the people had raifed to the tribunefhip, took upon 
him the management of the profecution againlt his enemy 
Romilius, whilft Allienus, one of the sediles, accufed 
Veturius. On the day appointed for their trial they both 
appeared, depending on the patricians, who had promifed 
they would not fuffer the fuffrages of the people to be ga- 
thered. But Sicinius took fuch methods to prevent dif- 
’ ’ turbanccs^ 
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turbances, that they were both regularljr tried for having rhetetfl 
offered violence to the tribunes, and diflurbed them in year's con~ 
the execution of their office ; alfo for abufing their 
authority in the army, in order to deftroy Sicinius and 
the eight hundred veterans of his cohort. The people ' 

fined them both, Romilius in ten thoufand afes, and Ve- 
turius iri fifteen thoufand 

The tribunes, finding they could not bring the confuls I’he /W- 
to hear of the agrarian law, returned to the purfuit of the 
Terentian. The fenate, to end the continual con teds 
between them and the people, which they forefaw would ^the^erln- 
at length make Rome become a prey to her enemies, be- tianlaw, 
gan to hearken to the propofal of the tribunes ; and de- 
clared, that they would not oppofe the drawing up a body 
of laws which fhoulcl be a guide to the magidrates, pro- 
vided all the legiflators were fchofen out of the nobility. 

On the other hand, the tribunes infided on having them 
chofen partly out of the nobility and partly out of the ple- 
beians. On this occafion Romuius, to the great furprize Jrrfecond- 
of both parties, declared, with great warmth, for the 
edablifliment of fixed Jaws \ and, at the fame time pro- 
pofed fending deputies to Athens, to tranferibe the laws 
of Solon, and of the other lawgivers of Greece, in order 
to compile from them a body of Roman laws, which fhould 
be the rule for magidrates in all the parts of their admi- 
nidration. The opinion of Romilius was followed by the 
two confuls, and a great majority of the fenators. But 
before the decree paffed, the tribune Sicinius bedoM^ed 
great encomiums on Romilius, proteding, that, for the 
future, he fhould ever be his friend. He went farther; 
and, as Romilius had not yet paid the fine, the tribune 
declared, that he remitted it in the name of the people. 

But as fines, according to the cudoms of thofe days, were 
, always applied to religious ufes, Romilius rejetSied this 
favour, proteding, that he would not defraud the gods of 
the money which belonged to them. A decree, conform- law at 
able to Romilius's propofal being pafled by the fenate, and 
confirmed by the people, Sp. Pofthumius, S. Sulpicius, 
and A. Manlius, were appointed to repair to Greece, and puties fent 
there colleft the bed laws and inftitutions of the Greek into Greece 
cities, efpecially of Athens. The qusedors ordered fome tocolUS 
gallies to be fitted out, and magnificently adorned, to give 
the Greeks an advantageous opinion of the Roman re- 
public, with which they were yet entirely unacquainted. 


** Liv. lib. ill. cap. 311 
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On board of thcfe gallics the deputies embarked, leaving 
Rome in the enjoyment of profound peace, which lafled 
all this year and the following, when P. Curiatius and 
Sextus Q^intilius were confuls ® ; but almofl all Italy was 
afflicted with a plague, which fwept away great numbers 
of citi2ens at Rome- Next year P. Seftius and T- Mene- 
nius, being confuls, the plague ceafed, and the deputies 
returned from Greece. Upon their* return, the people 
prcffed the nomination of the ten commiflioners, or de- 
cemvirs, for the great work of drawing up a body of laws. 
But the confuls Seftius and Menenins, being averfe to the 
whole defign, deferred the ele£lion under various pre- 
tences. At firft they alleged, in excufe of their delay, 
that their fucceflbrs, in whofe confulate this great affair 
Was to be fettled, oughtto.be previouily eledled. This 
pretence haftened the eleftion of the new confuls, when 
Appius Claudius, and T. Genucius were chofen before 
the ufual time. Appius vwas the fon of that Appius who 
had killed bimfelf, and grandfon of the firft Appius. All 
the patricians gave him their fuffrages, hoping he would 
rival bis anceftors in zeal for the power of the fenate. 

After this eleftion of magiftrates, the tribunes applied 
themfelves anew to the prefent confuls for the nomination 
of the decemvirs. But Menenius, pretending to be ill, 
kfept at home; and Seftius declared, that he would not 
a£l in fo important an affair without his colleague. Then 
the tribunes had recourfe to the confuls cleft. It now 
evidently appeared, that the Roman conftancy, and zeal 
of the moft rigid patricians for the interefts of their body, 
was nothing more than a refined ambition ; for Appius 
Claudius, who had hitherto valued himfelf on his im- 
moveable attachment to the party of the nobility, and 
feemed to have derived it with his blood from his ancef- 
tors, changed his principles all at once, and joined the 
tribunes, in order to get the decemvirs appointed. His 
colleague Genucius followed his example, but with more 
moderation. Appius publicly undertook the defence of 
the popular faflion ; atid, at the inftigation of the tri- 
bunes, made an harangue in their favour, in a general af- 
fcmbly of the people. He there publicly declared, that 
the nomination of the decemvirs ought to be deferred no 
longer ; and added, that if the^eleftion of himfelf and his 
colleague to the confulate were thought to be any hind- 
rance to it, they were both ready to relinquifh their pre- 

B Liv.lib, iiii cap, 3Z, 
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tenfions to that dignity. Appius had in this conduft his 
private views ; he e^cpefted, that, by the favour of the 
tribunes, he fliould be placed at the head of the decem- 
virs, and have in that quality a more abfolule authority 
than if he had continued conful. 

The next ftep was, to bring the affair before the fenate. 
Menenius ftill pretended ficknefs ; but Seftiiis was pre- 
vailed upon, by Appius and Genucius, to aifemble the 
confcript fathers, and propofe the nomination of thofe 
new magiftrates, which did not pafs without fome oppo- 
litlon. The patricians did not find their account in eftab- 
lifhing thofe laws, tl^ authority of the confuls being much 
greater, while they continued to determine caufes in an 
arbitrary manner. Many therefore among the fenators 
v/cre for adhering to the ancient ciiftoms : but Appius, 
who had a lirong party in the alTembly, maintained that 
it was highly reafonable, that laws fliould be eflablifhcd 
equally binding on all citizens, and equally favourable to 
all ; adding, that fuch an eflablifliment would end the 
domeftie feuds, which had fo long divided Rome, in foiT^ 
mcafure, into two cities. The opinion of Appius pre- 
vailed 5 and it was rcfolved, that ten men, venerable for 
their age and wifdom, fhoulcl be chofen to compile a 
bodv of laws out of thofe that had been brought from 
Greece. It was likewife decreed, that thefe commif- 
fioners fliould, for one whole year, be inverted with the 
fovercign power ; that the authority of confuls, tribunes, 
xdiles, and qu^ftors fliould ceafe ; that there fhould be 
no appeal from the decemvirs ; and lartly, that, during 
their adminiftration, they fliould be the foie judges of 
peace anri v^ar, and of all matters of juftice. This is the 
firrt inrtaiKe of fufpending the trlbunefliip, which, as the 
tribunes were not properly magiftrates, had hitherto been 
always preferved even under the diflators. . 

When the ten commiffiDners came to be chofen, a new 
difficulty arofe. The tribunes demanded, that fome ple- 
beians fhould be admitted ; but the fenate oppofing with 
great unanimity this pretenfion, the tribunes yielded, to 
prevent the nomination of the decemvirs from being drop- 

E ed entirely ; upon condition, that no alteration fliould 
e made by the decemvirs in two laws favourable to the 
people, namely, the IcHi^n, which gave the people ground 
on the Aventine to build upon, and that of the Mons Sa- 
cer, by which the tribunes were appointed to defend aind 
proteft the people againft the oppreflions of the patricians- 
Thefc two articles being agreed upon, a folemn alTembly 

was 
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was held of the whole Roman people, convened by den- 
turies ■, and the aufpices being taken, they proceeded to 
the election of the decemvirs. Appius Claudius, and his 
colleague T. Gcnucius, were the nrft named. To them 
w^ere added Seftius the conful, who had laid this matter 
before the fenate againil his colleague’s will ; Sp. Pofthu- 
mius, S. Sulpicius and A. Manlius, who had brought the 
laws fromGreece \ T. Romiliu^, the firft who propofed 
that deputation Cr Julius, T. Veturius, and P. Horatius, 
all confuhrsj and men of great didinflion. 

SECT. III? 

From the Creation of Decemvirs, to the Burning of the 
City by the Gauls, 

'^HE chufing of decemvirs was almoft as remarkable a 
^ revolution in the government of Rome, as that from 
kings to confuls. Nothing could be more moderate than 
tfle beginning of this joint reign of the decemvirs. They 
agreed, that only one at a time (hould have the fafees 
and the other cgnfular ornaments, aflemble the fenate, 
and confirm decrees. To this honour they were to fuc- 
cecd by turns, each enjoying it one whole day, and then 
refigning it to another. The reft, who were not aftually 
exercifing their authority, affedled no diftinftion but that 
of guards, their habits differing very little from thofe of 
the other fenators. They repaired every morning, each 
in his turn, to their tribunal in the forum; and there dif- 
tributed juftice with fo much impartiality, that the people, 
charmed with their conduct, feemed to have forgot their 
tribunes. Appius was the moft popular. He, who had 
been formerly a fevere and inflexible magiftrate, was now 
all affability and complaifance. He knew moft of the ci- 
tizens by their names, received them with refpefl, and fa- 
luted them with great marks of affeftion ; infomuch that, 
from being the deteftation he became the idol of the 
people, and was looked upon as a fecond Poplicola. Be- 
fore the end of the year, each of the decemvirs prefented 
to the people that part of the laws which he had com- 
piled 

They were affifted in the interpretation of the Greek 
trar^cripts by one Hermodorus, banilbed from Ephefu^ 

< Dion. Halicarn. libi x. p. 680^684. Liv. lib, iii. cap. 31—34- 
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his native city, and then accidentally at Rome. When dga 
the work was completed, the decemvirs aflcmbled the 
people, and harangued them to this efFe£l : “ May the 
gods grant, that what we now prefent to you, Romans, Uk^i\ 
may be equally agreeable and advantageous to the re-- 
public, to you, and your remoteft pofterity ! Read the 
laws wc have drawn up. We have ufed all the care and 
attention pofTible ■, but, after all, a whole nation mult fee 
farther than any ten perfons : examine our laws therefore 
in private, fnake them the fubje£l of your converfation ; 
confer upon them, and conhder what ought to be taken 
from them, and what may be added. Nothing that wc 
have drawn up Ihall have the force of a law, till it is re- 
ceived with univerfal confent. Be you, Romans, rather 
the authors than barely the approvers, of laws which 
are to eltablifh order and regularity, and to be the founda- 
tion of the happiiiefs both of the fenatc and people.” An 
addrefs fo modeft 'and caifdid was heard with great ap- 
plaufe. Immediately the laws were cut in ten tables of 
oak, fixed up in the forum, and all who came to ftart any 
difficulties about them, well received, and readily heard. 

When all necelTary corredlions and amendments had been 
made, the ten tables were carried before the fenate, where 
they met with no oppofition; fo that a decree was pafTed •which an 
for convening the centuries for their ratification. This 
afTembly was foon after held, and the aufpiccs being fo- 
lemnly taken, the laws were firft confirmed by the unani- 
mous voice of the whole Roman people, and then tran- 
feribed on pillars of brafs, and ranged in order in the fo- 
rum, as the foundation of all judicial determinations, with 
regard to public and private affairs 

As many eminent men in the republic were of opinion, 7 he dec tm 
that fevcral regulations, which would fill two other tables, 
were neceffary to be added to tlie ten already ellabliffied, 
the continuation of the decemviral government for one f,„g 
year more was propofed in a general affembly of the yeaK 
people, and approved of by the fenate and people with 
equal reudinefs, bilt for different reafons. The fenators 
were glad to be uncontroled by the tribunes, and the 
people extremely defirous to poilpone the reftoratio.n of 
the confular dignity. Never was any office fo much foli- 
cited by the graveff and wifefl fenators, as the decemvirate 
at this time. Thofe patricians who were fOrtnerly the de- 

° Dion. Hal. Liv. ibiil. Cic> Tulc- v. loj. Strabo, lib. xiv. 
p. 64Z. Flin, ibid, cap, 

VoL. X. 16 
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dared enemies of the people, and who fcorned to canvafs 
for public offict:b, were now wholly taken up in flattering 
and courting the meanefliof the citizens. Appius, though 
a decemvir, forgetting his dignity, rJebafed h^mfelf more 
than any of the candidates. He was perpetually feen in 
public places, with thofewhohad been formerly tribunes, 
and M'hom he knew to be agreeable to the people. By 
their means he recommended himfelf to the multitude, as 
the author of the happinefs they enjoyed under the mild 
government of the decemvirs* But Appius himlelf, 
w^hen afked by the patricians, whether he defired to be 
continued 4n his ofRce for the next year, afFcded to dif- 
like it, and was continually talking of the uneafinefs that 
attends public employments. His colleagues faw into his 
dehgns, and wifely formed their judgement of him by his 
adlions, and not his words. They obferved, that he 
availed himfelf of his popularity in order to leflen the molt 
venerable fenators in the efteem of the people ; that he 
excluded all men of known merit from landing at the ap- 
proaching ele£lion, by artfully defaming them among the 
multitude 5 and that, contrary to the pride of the Clau- 
dian family, he aflefted great affability and moderation. 
All thefe particulars in his condudb gave great uneafinefs 
to his competitors, and rendered him fufpicious to his 
colleagues. Ihefe latter therefore formed a defign to dlf- 
appointhim. When the time of the comitia for the crea- 
tion of the new decemvirs, drew near, they appointed 
7 \ppius to prefide in them; for the'prelident in thefe af- 
femblies propofed to the people the perfons who ftood for 
the office in queftion ; and it had never yet been known, 
that any one had nominated hunfelf. 

But Appius, contrary to all the rules of decency, pro- 
pofed himfelf for the . firft decemvir ; and the people 
readily gave him their fuffrages, The other perfons he 
named were all men at his devotion, and fueb as he fa- 
voured. . 'Bhe firft of the number was Q^Fabius Vibu- 
lanus, who had been three times conful, a patrician in- 
deed of a charadler hitherto unblameable. After him 
were chofen five other patricians ; namely, M. Cornelius, 
M. Sergius, L, Minutius, T; Antonius, and M. Rabu- 
leius, all men little efteemed in their own body, but in 
great favour with Appius. But what moft furprifed the 
fenate was, that Appius, out of complaifance to the peo- 
ple, propofed three plebeians for the decemviral dignity ; 
namely, Petilius, Cxfo Duilius, and Sp. Oppius. 
Thefe, though excluded by their birth, and by a late 

- agreemerrt 
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agreement between the patricians and plebeians from this 
fupreme magiftracy, were, by a plurality of voices, added 
to the number of the decemvirs. Several men of known 
probity and moderation had offered themfelves for can-- 
didates, only to exclude thofe whofe behaviour gave 
caufe to fufpeQ them of fomc ill defigns. But the fe Ap- 
pius, who prefided at the election, did not fo much as 
name, left the people, who were well acquainted with 
their merit, fhould prefer them to his creatures 

Claudius, feeing himfelf once more at the head of the 
decemvirs, threw off the mafk, and turned his thoughts 
wholly on making his domination perpetual. As be go- 
verned his colleagues with abfolute fway before they be- 
gan to exercife their office, he infpired them with his own 
fentiments- They had private meetings every day to de- 
liberate on the proper means bf perpetuating themfelves 
in that dignity. Above all things, they thought necef- 
fary, and agreed to eftablifh a good underftanding with 
one another. Appius, at their head, directed all their 
proceedings. From that time they appeared referved and 
myfterious, fuffered few perfons to come near them, and 
had no intercourfe but with thofe of their own body. 
This clofc union and confederacy of ambitious men made 
the fenate apprehenfive, that the decemvirs for the enfu- 
ing year would behave themfelves very differently from 
their predecelTors. When the ides of May came, and the 
new decemvirs made their firft appearance, the Romans 
were greatly furprifed to fee each appear in the forum 
early in the morning, with twelve liCfors bearing axes 
among their fafees, like thofe that were anciently carried 
before the kings, and afterwards before the didlator : fo 
that the forum was filled with a hundred and twenty lic- 
tors. This was a dreadful fight to Rome, the people prog- 
nofticatiiig from thence, that this would be a year of ty- 
ranny and injuftice. And they were foon made fenfible, 
that their fears were not groundlefs. The decemvirs be- 
gan to reign imperioufly, and with a dcfpotic power. 
They were always furrounded, not only by the numerous 
train of their liftors, but alfo by a crowd of d^fperate 
men, loaded with debts, and guilty of the black eft crimes. 
Many young patricians, preferring licentioufnefs to liberty, 
made their court to them in the moft abjetSl manner, in 
order to fereen themfelves from juftice, and efcape, by 
their favour, the puniffimdnt due to their crimes- Nn 

w Liv, lib. iii- cap* 35^371 
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man’s life or property was any longer fafe. The young 
patricians, fupporters of the ten tyrants, were not aftiam- 
etl, upon the moll frivolous pretences, to take pofleflion 
of their neighbours eftates j and when application was 
made to the decemvirs for redrefs, the complainants were 
treated with contempt, and their complaints rejetted. An 
inconfidcrate word, or an expreflion of concern at the re- 
membrance of their ancient liberty, was a capital crime. 
Some or the chief citizens were fcourged, for complain- 
ing of the prefeiU admiiiiftracion ; others were baniflied, 
and feme even put to death, and. their goods confifeated. 
The new tyrants vented their fury chiefly upon the peo- 
ple, treating them more like flaves than Roman citizens. 
As for the patricians, moft of them, dreading the tyranny 
of .the decemvirs, gave way to the ftorm, and retired into 
the country for the remaining part of the year. They 
hoped that the cempeft would ceafe with the annual power 
of the decemvirs 

At length the ides of May, the time fixed for holding 
the comitia, in order to elect new magiflrates, drew nearj 
but the decemvirs, inftead of afl'embling the people, pro- 
pofed two new tables of laws, the firll relating to religion, 
and Aie worfhip of the gods, the fecond to marriages, and 
the right of hulbands. Thefe made up the number of 
the Twelve Tables, which the Romans preferved ever after 
as a facred depofitum. Notwithftanding the hatred the 
public bore to the decemvirs, they found little to object 
to their laws ; the laft only, forbidding patricians and ple- 
beians to intermarry, feemed an artful invention to keep 
the two parties always divided, that the.y might reign with 
more fccurity. In the mean time the ides of May palTed, 
without a comitia for the cleiRion of new magiftrates. 
The tyrants then ftiewed thcmfelves openly, and, in op- 
pofition to the fenate and people, retained their power 
without any other title than pofleflion and violence. All 
who gave them umbrage were proferibed ; and many 
worthy citizens, retiring from their country, took refuge 
among the Latins and Hcrnici. The people, groaning 
under fo cruel a tyranny, applied to the fenate as their 
only refuge. But tne fenators, inftead of comforting them, 
took pleafure in feeing them opprefled, and bearing a 
great ihare in the misfortunes they had occafioned. When 
any plebeian complained to them, they malicioufly refer- 
red him to Claudius, that idol, whom they had fet up, 
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and preferred to fo many illuftrious defenders of their 
country, C. ClaudiuSi concerned to fee his nephew be-^ 
come the tyrant of his country, went feveral times to his 
houfe, with an intention to reprove him, and rciniml him 
of the glorious examples left him by his anceitors. But 
Appius, guefling his errand, conllaiitly eluded him, by 
giving orders to his domeftics, that none ihould be ad- 
mitted but the fupporters and partners of his tyranny y. 

In the mean time, the Sabines and A£qui, hearing of T'he Rcmm 
the UTak condition of the republic, and dil'daining to live 
fubjeit to a city which had lolt her own liberty, invaded 
the Roman territory, and advanced within a few miles of ^nd the 
Rome. This unexpected invafion alarmed the decemvirs, ^qui. 

It was neceflary to make head againft the enemy ; but the 
difficulty was, how to raife an army, when the people 
were diflatisfied with their governors. In this perplexity they con* 
they rcfolved to affemble the fenatc, and endeavour to 
prevail with the confeript fathers to iiiterpofe their autho- 
rity, and make a decree for legal levies. The people were decree for 
furprifed to hear a proclamation made in the forum for the levying 
the feiiators to meet. “ We are indebted (faid they), to of troops^ 
our enemies for the appearance of this fingle fpark of our ' 
ancient liberty.” But when the decemvirs repaired to the 
fenate, they fbund none but their own creatures there. 

The others had retired to their country-feats ; and thither 
the decemvirs fent mefl'engers, fiimmoning them to appear 
on a day appointed. Moll of them obeyed the fuminons, 
and returned to Rome, but with views very different from 
thofe of the ufurpers^ 

Appius, in a Itudied harangue, reprefented the danger 
which threatened the republic from the Sabines and the 
and delired a decree for levies without delay. He 
had fcarce finifhed his fpeech, when L. Valerius Potitus » 

rnfe up to fpeak, without waiting till it came to his turn. 

He was the grandfon of the famous Valerius Poplicola, 
and fon of that Valerius who was flain at the head of the 
Romans, fighting againft Herdoniua the Sabine. Appius, 
apprehending he was going to propofc famething contrary 
to the intereft of the decemvirs, fternly commanded him 
to fit down, till fenators, older than himfclf, and more 
confiderable in the republic, had declared their opinions. 

But the brave Valerius, deTpifing his command, complain- 
cd of hi5 pride and infolencc, in prefiiming to impofc 
Clence upon a fenator, contending for the liberty of the’ . ' 

y Dion. Hal. lib. xi. p. 684— 7»S' Liv. lib. iii. cap. 38, 41. 
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ComTTionwcaUh : he laid open the confpiracy they had all 
formed againft the republic ; and called upon Fabiu9, one 
of the decemvirs, as a man of juftice and probity, to un- 
dertake the defence of his opprefled country, telling him, 
that on him chiefly the fenate turned its eyes. Fabius, 
overwhelmed with ihame and confufion, made no anfwer. 
But Appius, and the other decemvirs, Aarting up from 
their feats in a great rage, furrounded Valerius, and ob- 
liged him to be filent. Such an extraordinary infult raifed 
a tumult in the aflembly, moft of the fenators being pro- 
voked at the haughty behaviour of the decemvirs, but none 
more than M. Horatius Barbatus, the grandfon of that 
Horatius who had been conful with Poplicola. 

As be was an intimate friend of Valerius, and animat- 
- ed with the fame zeal for liberty, he could no longer bear 
the infolence of Appius, and his colleagues ; but ftanding 
up, called them the Tarquins, and tyrants of their coun- 
iry. ‘‘ What hinders us (faid he), from immediately 
executing the fame vengeance on the new Tarquins, 
which our anceftors took on the former tyrants ? To re- 
flore liberty to Rome, is an hereditary honour in the fa- 
milies of the Valerii and Horatii. It is not the name of 
a king that makes a tyrant.” He was proceeding in this 
ftrain, when the decemvirs, furrounding him, drowned 
his voice with their clamours, threatening to have him 
thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock, if he did not 
inftantly hold his peace. But when they perceived, that 
tlie fenate in general expreffed uncommon refentment at 
their tyrannical proceedings, they repented of having im- 
pofed filence upon thofe who were inclined to fpeak, 
Appius, when the tumult was appeafed, declared to the 
alfembly, that it was not the intention of the decemvirs 
to prevent, by any violence, the confeript fathers from 
delivering their opinions ; but that it was neceflary to con- 
form to the ordinary method, which was, that every one 
fhould fpeak in his turn, and confine himfelf to the fub- 
propofed. He added, that whatever Horatius might 
imagine, the commiflion of the decemvirs was limited to 
no period but that of the eftablifliment of the laws ; that 
they would not lay down their office till the twelve tables 
were fettled in due form ; and that then they would give 
an account of their adminiftration. “ But till that be done, 
(continued he), we will fteadily maintain and e^tecute the 
offices of confuls and tribunes, which are united in us. 
Then turning to his uncle, C- Claudius, he.defired him 
Ip fpeak with freedom concerning the levies. But he, 

without 
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without confining himfelf to that fubjeft, in a Jong ha- C*. C/aua 
rangue, imputed all the misfortunes of the ftatc to the 
ufurpation and tyranny of the decemvirs ; exhorted the Aff ius 
fenators to infift on their being depofed ; and, in a very grt 

pathetic ftrain, urged his nephew to abdicate an authority freedom. 
which was become intolerable to a free people. Appius 
difdained to give his uncle any anfwer; but M. Cornelius 
fpoke for him ; and applying himfelf direclly to C. Clau- 
dius, ‘‘ We do not want your advice [faiil he), to direft 
our conduct ; if you would give particular counfels to 
your nephew, go to his houfe ; the only affair in cjueftion 
here is the war with the Sabines and Aiqui : tell us, in 
plain terms, your opinion concerning the levies.’^ 

Claudius rofc a fccond time \ and, turning to the ferrate. 

Since my nephew (faid he), will not conclefccnd to fpeak 
to me, either in his own houfe, or in full fenate, and 1 am 


fo unhappy as to fee the tyrant of my country arife out of 
my own family, 1 declare, confeript fathers, that I am re- 
iolved to retire to Regillus. I banifh myfclf from Rome, 
and make an oath never to enter it again, unlefs our li- 
berty be refiored- However, to fulfil the obligation I lie 
under, of giving my opinion with relation to the prefect 
bufniefs, I am for coming to no determination concerning 
the levies, till confuls are chofen to lead them.” His opinion 
was followed by QuinQius Cincinnatus, Q^inftius Cnpito- 
linus, and L. Lucretius, all confular perfons, and by the 
chief men in the fenate. L. Cornelius, in an harangue 
which he had concerted beforehand, with his brother M. 
Cornelius, one of the decemvirs, imputed the enmity of 
the old fenators againft the decemvirate to envy, and pri- 
vate refentment, for having been themfelves difappointed 
in llicir endeavours to obtain that office. He urged the 
danger of lofing time in difputes about new magiftrates, 
when the enemy was almofh at the gates of Rome ; and 
iLprefentcd, that it was impoffible to come to a new elec- 
tion in Icfs than tweiity-feven days, during which, the 
city might be befieged, ahd reduced to the utmoft extre- 
mity. His fpeech was highly applauded by the creatures 
of the decemvirs 5 and even fome of the oldeft fenators 
^ere for granting levies, Loping, that, when the war was 
uifhed, the abdication of the decemvirs would quietly 
follow of courfe, and the government revolve into the 
hands of the confuls. Appius, feeing with pleafurc, that 
the majority were for granting him, and his colleagues,, a 
power to raife levies, alked, for form’s fake, the opinion 
of Vakfjyiffj on whom he had impofed Clence in the be- 
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ginning of the aflcmbly. Valerius, rifing up, propofcJ 
ihc creating of, a dictator, an eiipedient which had been 
fo fucccfsfully pra£lifcd on many occafions^ All the fc- 
iia4:ors, who had fpoke after Valerius, declared for this 
motion, as did alfo many of thofe who had before voted 
for the continuation of the decemvirate ; and a warm dif- 
pute arofe, with much clamour and tumult, Appius, 
taking advantage of the diforder, ftept forth into the 
midft of the afl'embly, and exclaimed aloud, that the 
fuffrages had been gathered, and that the opinion of Cor- 
nelius had prevailed. He then ordered the decree of the 
fenate, which he had brought with him ready drawn up, 
and which empowered the decemvirs to raife troops, to 
be ready in the afl'embly ; and, immediately difmifliiig 
the fenators, withdrew®. 

The authority of the decemvirs being now more formi- 
dable than ever, the moft timorous among the citizens 
became as fubmiflive and complying as the tyrants could 
wilh ■, others fought an afylum in the country, or among 
the neighbouring nations. Appius, enraged to fee the 
heft men in the republic abandon the city, placed guards 
at all the gates to prevent their cfcapc. But finding 
that this precaution only increafed the number of the 
malcontents, and fearing a general revolt, he removed the 
guard, and left every one free to retire : but, to be re- 
venged on thofe who withdrew, be confifeated their ef- 
feiTs, or bellowed them on his ruffians and partifans. As 
for Valerius andHoratius, they flaid at Rome j and, hav- 
ing aflcmbled in their hc>ufe5 a great number of their 
clients and friends, to fccure them againft the violence of 
the decemvirs, held private aflTemblics to concert meafures 
for relloring liberty to the commonwealth- 

In the mean time the decemvirs r^ifed ten legions, the 
people, deftitutc of their tribunes, being forced to lift 
themfelvcs. Fabius, with two other decemvirs, 
Petilius, and M. Rahuleius, marched againft the Sabines, 
at the head of three legions. M. Cornelius, L. Minutiusi 
M- Sergiu's, T. Antoilius, and C. Duilius, all decemvirs, 
}ed five legions againft the i^qui. Appius and Oppius 
remained with two legions in the city, to keep in awe 
the domcftic enemy, more formidable to thefc magiftrates 
than the Sabines and .£qui. The people, of whom the 
legions were compofed, regretting the lols of their li- 
bcftyi would not conquer ; but fuftered the enemy to gain 




* Pio|i. Hal. LiVi ibid* 



Raman fl'0ory. 

f TCat advantages over them, and, at laft^ feigning a fudden 
right, difperfed in the night, and returned into the Ro- 
man territory, Appius did not fail to fend recruits and 
provifions to his colleagues, exhorting them lo keep the 
foldiers in awe by the terror of puniQiments, or, in cafe 
that feverity might be dangerous, to deftroy, by private 
means, the moft mutinous; and he himfelf fet them an 
example *. 

The famous Siclnlus Dentatus being returned from the 
camp, filled the city with his complaints againll the de- 
cemvirs, exaggerating the faults they had committed in 
the management of the war. Appius fent for him, dif- 
courfed with him feveral times, and, defiring him to 
fpeak with freedom, examined him concerning the cou- 
du£l of the decemvirs. Sicinius, without referve, blamed 
the proceedings of Fabius and the other generals. Ap- 
pius, pretending to admire his wifdom, prevailed upon 
him to aflifl: Fabius with his advice ; and, to deceive him 
the more eifedlually, he dignified him with the charadlrer 
of envoy or legate, which not only gave him the authority 
of a general, but made his perfon facred and inviolable. 
As true valour is a ftranger to jealoufy and diftruft, the 
brave Sicinius embraced the opportunity of ferving his 
country, and repaired to the camp with all fpecd ; where 
the decemvirs, inftrufted by Appius, received him with 
outwards marks of great joy ; and confultcd him, foon 
after his arrival, on the operations of the campaign. Si- 
cinius advifed them to remove their camp into the enemy’s 
country, for many reafons, which he explained. Fabius 
accordingly commiffioned him to view the fituatioii of the 
country, and mark out the ground fora new encampment- 
He appointed him a hundred chofen men, light-armed, to 
be his guard ; but this guard conlifted only of rullians, 
who had fecret orders to difpatch him. Sicinius, not 
fiifpefting the leaft treachery, led them into ihe narrow 
paries between the mountains ; and there they took the 
opportunity of falling upon him when he could not make 
his efcape. The brave veteran, perceiving their defign, 
drew his fword, and fet his back againft a rock, that he 
might not be attacked behind; then, fummoriing al! his 
valour, belaid fifteen of the afiailants dead at his leer, 
and wounded above thirty more. The b^rfe alfallins, now 
no longer daring to clofe with him, ftood at a dillaiicc, 
and difeharged their darts at him ; which be avoiding 
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with great dexterity, fome of them, climbing up to the 
top of the rock, from thence overwhelmed him with 
ftones- Having thus accomplifhed their infamous aim, 
they went back to the camp, where they reported, that 
they had been attacked by the enemy, and that Sicinius 
had been killed in the attion. 

But when the foldicrs, who marched to bring off the body 
of Sicinius, came to the place of the pretended battle, 
they obferved, that the flain were all Romans, and that 
they lay unftripped with their faces towards him. This 
circumllance made them fufpeiT, that Sicinius had been 
murdered by his guard ; and railed loud complaints, and 
a general difeontent throughout the camp. The w^hole 
army, in the greateft fury, demanded that the aflaflins 
might be brought to jultice ; but the decemvirs facilitated 
iheir efcape, and caufed the body of Sicinius to be ho- 
nourably interred, left the foldiers fhould convey it to 
Rome, and there raife new difturbances. The difeon- 
tent which fo odious a treachery produced in the army, 
rofe to fuch a height, that the greater part of the foldiers 
began to think in earneft of throwing off the yoke, and 
rcltoring their country to its ancient liberty 

Appius, as we have obferved above, remained at home, 
with a body of troops, to keep the city in awe, while his 
colleagues marched againft the Sabines and .ffiqui. As he 
one day repaired to his tribunal, he obferved a young vir- 
gin of extraordinary beauty j and was captivated by her 
charms. It was then cuftomary at Rome for young per-» 
fans of both fexes to purfue fuch ftudies as w^ere proper 
for them, in public fchools erefted in the forum -, and in 
one of thefe it was that Appius firft faw this beautiful 
young woman. As his office obliged him to appear fre- 
cjuently in the forum, this fevere magiftraie was obferved 
to ftop when he pafled by the fchool of the young virgins, 
and view fome objedl with marks of uncommon plcafure. 
The perfon, who thus drew his attention, was the daugh- 
ter of L. Virginias, famous for his probity and valour. 
Though he was a plebeian, he made a confiderable hgure 
in the troops, and had led fevcral detachments in the pre- 
fent war with the jEqui, as commander in chief. His 
daughter’s name was Virginia. Her mother, Numitoria, 
being dead, her father Virginius, upon his departure for 
the army, committed her to the care of an uncle by her 
mpthei’s fide, who ^xprefted for her all the alfediion of a 
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father. She was marriageable ; and Virginias had pro- 
mifed her to Icilius, who had been tribune of the people. 

In the mean time the decemvir, conceiving a violent paf- 
fion for her, refolved at all adventures that it fhould be 
gratified. He would willingly have married her ; but he 
had a wife already, and, though divorces were allowed 
bylaw, yet there had never been any infiance of a huf- 
band’s exerting this power. Polygamy was firiftly for- 
bidden j befides, Appius had palled a law, prohibiting all 
marriages between patricians and plebeians j fo that he 
had no room to hope the accomplilhment of his wilhes, 
but by debauching the young maid. He therefore endea- He endea- 
voured to corrupt, with large prefents, and great offers, ^ours^ in 
Virginia’s nurfe or govern efs. But Ihe rejefted his offers **'«*”» 
with the utmoft indignation, and kept a more watchful 
eye over her charge than ever. \ * 

The amorous tyrant had rccourfe to another ftratagem. He con- 
the execution of which he entruficd to M. Claudius, one tri^aa 
of his clients, an infamous wretch, fit for any villainous 
cnterprize. This minifier of the decemvir’s pafiion, tak- 
ing with him a band of profligate fellows, entered the 
fchool where Virginia was, and, feizing her by the arm, 
declared that ftie was the daughter of one of his Haves, 
and therefore belonged to him. As he was carrying her 
to his houfe, with all the authority which the law gave 
to a mafier over his fugitive flave, the people flocked about 
him, and, touched with fo moving a fight, obliged him 
to fet her at liberty, Claudius, finding he could not exe- 
cute his firfi defign, cited her to appear before the decem- 
vir 5 and file, by the new laws, was obliged to follow him 
to the tribunal. Appius, being alone upon the bench, 
was jufi ready to adjudge her to the claimant, as his law- 
ful flave, when the people cried out with one voice, that 
Virginia’s relations ought firfi to be heard. Appius dared 
not refufe to fufpend the fentcnce till fome of the pri- 
foner’s relations appeared. The firfi who came was Nu- 
niitorius, the uncle of the young woman, attended by a 
great number of his friends arid relations. Upon his 
arrival Claudius renewed his claim, founded on a lye con- 
certed between him and the judge: he pretended, that 
Virginia was barn in his houfe of a flave belonging to 
him 5 and that her mother had given her to Numitoria, 
the wife of Virginius ; and that Numitoria had impofed 
the child upon her hufband, and made Virginia pafs for / 
his daughter. He added, that he would foon produce un- 
deniable teftifoonka of what he advanced ^ that| in the 
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meantime, it was but juft a flave fliould go with hef 
mafter; and that he would give fecurity to produce the 
young woman, when Virgin! us, her pretended father, 
returned from the war. Numitorius reprefented, that it 
was unjuft to difpute a citizen’s right to his child, when 
he was not prefent to alTert it ; adding, that Virginius, 
who was now ferving his country in the camp, would not 
fail to be. at Rome in two days ; and that it was reafonable 
her uncle, who had the care of herperfon, ftiould, in the 
mean time, be the guardian of her honour. This demand, 
he faid, was conformable to the laws, which ordained, 
that while the law-fuit was depending, the plaintiff Ihould 
not difturb the defendant in his poffeffion. 

This law Appius eluded, by artfully obferving, that, in 
the prefent difpute, there were two circumftances which 
altered the cafe. “ Here (faid he) are two perfons claim- 
ing ; one as a father, the other as a maftcr : if the pre- 
tended father were prefent, he, indeed, ought to be 
allow'-ed the poffeffion ; but, he being abfent, the perfon 
who claims her as his flave ought to be preferred to any 
other, provided he gives good fecurity to produce her 
again at the return of the perfon who is called her father.” 
On this principle he ordered Virginia to be put into the 
hands of Claudius. The iniquity of the judgment incenf- 
ed all who were prefent. The women, who furrounded 
Virginia, made fuch outcries, that they were heard at a 
great diftance. They furrounded, and feemed refolute to 
defend her. At that inftant Icilius, to whom fhe had 
been prr.mifed in marriage, arrived, and, breaking 
through the croud, forced his way to the tribunal. A 
liftor endeavoured to oppofe his paffage, exclaiming, that 
fentence was already paffed. But nothing could ftop the 
impetuous lover: he took Virginia in his^rms; and, ad- 
drefling himfelf to Appius, “ No, Appius, (he cried), 
nothing but death fhall feparate me from Virginia. Add 
my murder to the many crimes with which thou art 
already polluted. Aflcmble all thy lidtors, and thofc of 
thy colleagues, I will defend her honour to my laft 
breath. Have you deprived us of the protcdlion of our 
tribunes, only to fubjeft our wives and our daughters 
to violation ? Proceed to exercife your /age upon our 
eftates and lives ; but fpare the chaftity of our virgins. 
If any attempt be made upon the honour of Virginia, I 
call the gods to witnefs, that it fliall not go unrevenged. 
What will not Virginius be able tp do in the army, and 
Icilius^a|uong the pepple^ when the one is to levenge the 
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caufe of an injured wife, and the other of a difhonoured 
daughter ?'' While he thus gave vent to his indigjiatioii, 
the liftors were ordered to drive him away, and to feizc 
Virginia. 

But the people, moved with his misfortune and courage, officers 
fell upon the officers of the decemvir, difperfed them, and ofthe d^- 
obliged Claudius to take refuge under the tribunal. Ap- 
plus, feeing the people much incenfed againfl: him, called ’ 
his client to him, whifpered in his ear, and then, having 
caufed filence to be made, “It is not (faid he) the fury 
of the violent Icilius,- which makes me comply, but the 
entreaties of Claudius, my client. He is willing to give 
up the right he has to carry home his Have, and lo com- 
mit her CO the fame hands in which flie was before. At 
his requeft I will wait for Virginius' return till to-mor- 
row. Let his friends take care to give him notice. If 
Virginius does not appear at the time appointed, I would 
have Icilius know, that I fhall not want any afliftance 
from my colleagues to put my decree in execution.” 

When he had thus decreed, Claudius defired that Icilius 
might give bail for producing Virginia the next day j and 
this was given accordingly, all the people then prefent of- 
fering eagerly to be his fecurity. Icilius and Numitorius Firginius^ 
immediately difpatched melTengers to bring Virginius from th father 
the camp. Appius, at the fame time, fenta courier with 
orders to the generals to put him under arreft : but the 
other meflengers were more expeditious. Virginius, upon camp,^ 
notice of his daughter’s danger, had left the army, and 
was fo fortunate as to efcape two parties, which M^ere fent, 
one from the camp,- and the other from the city, to fe- 
cure his perfon. He appeared next morning in the fo- arrives 
rum, leading his ^daughter, in deep mourning, attended at Rome., 
by a great number of matrons of diftinftion. He addrefi'ed 
himfelf to his fellow-citizens, and uttered his c^omplaints 
with an air of dignity, which feemed rather to demand 
than implore alEftance. Icilius broke into the throng, 
inveighed loudly againft Appius, and endeavoured to tranf- 
fufe his own refentment into every breaft : but the filent 
tears of the women, who attended Virginia, affefted the 
multitude more than any words that could be uttered. 

Apphis ’Was greatly furprifed to hear that Virginius 
was in the forum. Full of rage, he repaired thither, 
and afeended his tribunal, r4rrounded by a numerous 
crowd of his dependents and creatutes* Claudius fpoke • 
the firll, renewed his claim, and produced the flav^,- 
whom he had fuborned to declare, that Qie was the mo- 
ther 
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ther of Virginia, and that flie had fold her to the wife of 
Virginius. Several other witnelfes appeared to atteft the 
fame fa£t, all gained with great promifes by Appius, and 
his client Claudius. 

The friends and relations of Virginia urged the little 
probability of Numitoria’s iippofing a child upon her 
hufband. He had married her, when fhe was very young, 
and was almofl: of the fame age with her. Virginia was 
born foon after the marriage. Where was the necef- 
fity then, (faid they), for Numitoria’s praftifing fuch a 
fraud as is pretended i Befides, if fhe had proved barren, 
and had defigned to introduce a ftranger into her family, 
why fhould flie have chofen the child of a Have rather than 
of a free woman ? Why a girl, when fhe might as eafily 
have had a boy ? Befides, was it probable, that a con- 
trivance, carried on by fo many perfons, fhould continue 
fo long a fecret ? Would not the Have have made her 
court to her mafler, as foon as Numitoria was dead, by 
difeovering a fecret to him, which would have put him in 
pofTcflion of a young woman well educated, and of extraor- 
dinary beauty ? Why was this myftery kept undifeovered 
till Appius was decemvir, fince the flave, for a long time 
paft, could have no intereft in concealing it?*’ To thefe 
prefumptions Virginius added undeniable proofs, and 
brought fome of the moft confidcrable women in Rome, 
who depofed, fome that they had feen Numitoria when 
fhe was big Mnth child; others, that they had affifted at 
her labour ; nay, divers individuals declared, that they 
had feen her fucklc young Virginia, which fhe could not 
have done, had fhe been barren, as Claudius pretended. 

Appius, obferving that thefe unanfwerablc proofs made 
a great impreflion upon the multitu^, interrupted the 
evidence; and commanding filence, ^ghified, that he 
himfelf bad fomething to fay. All the people liftened 
with attention, being anxious to know what he could ob- 
je£f againft fo many witnefles of iinqueftioiiable credit. 
He then fpoke to this effcQ : I muft acquaint you, Vir- 
ginius, and all who arc prefent, that this is not the firft 
time I have heard of this affair. Claudius’s father, re- 
vealed the fecret to me at his death, when he made me 
his fon’s guardian. Afterwards I examined into the matter, 
and found it to be true. However, I did not think it be- 
came me to meddle in an affair of this nature ; and there- 
fore left it to my pupil to recover his right, or to agree 
with the parties concerned, when he fhould come of age. 
now that cbe caufe is brought before me in judge- 
ment. 
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mcnt, being obliged to give fentence according to my 
own perfonal knowlege, 1 declare, both as judge and wic- 
nefs, that the young woman belongs to Claudius and my 
fentence is, that die be delivered up to him as his proper- 
ty.” Virginius, provoked to the higheft degree at fo un- 
juft and cruel a fentence, was no longer mafter of him- 
felf. He trembled with rage, and, with a menacing air 
exclaimed, Infamous wretch, I never dcligned my 
daughter for thee ; I educated her for a lawful hufband, 
and not to be a prey to a luftful ravifher. Muft then 
brutal padions among us take the place of honourable 
marriages ! How the citizens here will bear with thefc 
things, I know not ; but I truft, that the army will re- 
venge my wrongs.” At tliefe words the people fet up a 
loud cry of indignation, as if they were determined to 
oppofe the execution of Appius^s decree. But the decem- 
vir, having firft call his eyes on all (ides, to obferve his 
flreiigth, and how his friends were ported, told the mul- 
titude, with a threatening voice, that he was not unac- 
quainted with the plots that had been laid to caufe an in- 
furrciiilioii ; but that be neither wanted power nor refolu- 
tion to inflift exemplary puniftiments on fuch as ftiould 
offer to difturb the public peace. ‘‘ Let every one, there- 
fore, (faid he), retire to his own houfe, and none pre- 
fume to give law to a fupreme magiftrate. As for you, 
Claudius, (added he), feize your flare, and make ufe of 
my guard to difperfe the crowd.” At thefe words, ut- 
tered with an imperious tone, the multitude fell back ; 
and left Virginia ftanding by herfelf, a helplefs prey to 
injuftice and brutality. 

The unfortunate father, feeing there was no other re- 
medy, ‘drew near Appius, and, in a fupplianc manner, 
addrefted him thus: ‘^Pardon, Appius, the unguarded 
words, which have efcaped me in my firft tranfports of 
grief ; and allow me to afk, in the young woman’s pre- 
fence, fome queftions of her nurfe, that I may carry home 
at Icaft the comfort of being fet right in this matter.” 
Appius readily granted his requeft 5 while Virginius, taking 
his daughter in his arms, and wiping the tears, in which 
flie was all bathed, drew near to forne fhops, which were 
in the forum. There he fnatched up a butcher’s knife, 
and, turning to Virginia, " My dear daughter, (faid he) 
this is the only way to fave thy liberty, and thy honour. 
Go, Virginia, go to thy anceftors, whilft thou art yet a 
free woman, pure and undefiled.** With thpfe words be 
plugged the knife into her hearts then drawing it out, 
f reeking 
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reekihg with her blood, and turning to Appius, By this 
blood, (he cried), I devote thy head to the infernal gods !” 
The decemvir immediately ordered him to be feized ; 
but he, M ith the knife in his hand, made his way through 
the crowd, ruflied out of the city/ and, mounting his 
horfe, took the road to the camp. In the mean time Nu- 
mitorius and Icilius, flaying by the dead body of Virgi- 
nia, and (hewing it to the people, railed a great commo- 
tion in the city. As for Appius, he feemed to have quite 
loft his reafon ; inftead of endeavouring to pacify the mul- 
titude, he retired to his own houfe, and from thence fent 
his licflors to feize Icilius, and carry away the dead body. 
But the people oppofed the execution of his orders, and, 
falling upon the liftors, broke their fafees, and drove them 
out of the forum. 

Notwithftanding this repulfe the decemvir had the bold- 
refs to come in perfon, attended by a chofen company oi 
young patricians, to fupport his authority. But Valerius 
and Koratius, thofe fworn enemies of the decemvirs, 
putting tliemfelves at the head of their friends and clients, 
obliged him to retire. In this perplexity, Appius haf 
tened to the temple of Vulcan; and there pretendini: 
to adl the part of a tribune of the people, demanded tha‘ 
Valerius and Horatius ftiould be thrown headlong fro ^ 
the Tarpeian rock. But his harangue was often inter 
rupted with hides; and in the mean time Va.lerius, hav- 
ing caufed the body of Virginia to be carried to the top 
of a flight of Reps, whence it might be feen by the peo- 
ple, inveighed againft Appius from that eminence ; thus 
there were two aflemblies, and two orators, in different 
parts of the forum, declaiming againft each other. Ap- 
plus's auditors foon left him, to go to Valerius; then the 
decemvir, terrified at the defertion of many of his crea- 
tures, withdrew, and, hiding his face with his robe, took 
refuge in a neighbouring houfe. At that juncture, Op- 
pius, the plebeian decemvir, rufhed into the forum, to 
defend his colleague; but finding that the party of Ho- 
ratius and Valerius was the ftrongeft, he judged, that the 
wifeft method, in the prefent exigence, was to convene 
the fenate. This ftep immediately quieted the multi- 
tude ; for they hoped, that the decemvirate would in- 
ftantly be abolifhed. The fenators then in Rome, being 
all friends to the decemvirs, ordered the people to behave 
thcmfelves peaceably, and commiflioned fome young 
EBembers of their body to go to the camp near Mount Al- 
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gidus, and prevent the fedition which Virgtnius might 
raifc among the troops =- 

This unhappy father had entered the camp, attended by 
four hundred citizens, and holding the bloody knife in 
hand. The foldiers, at this llrange Hght, flocked to him 
from all quarters, when he, Handing on an eminence, 
while the tears Hreamcd down his checks, related to them 
the plot laid by Appius againft his daughter’s honour and 
liberty, and the cruel method he had been forced to take 
for the prefervation of her challity. The centurions and 
foldiers, fired with indignation, aflTured him, that they 
were determined to fupport him in what he Ihould under- 
take againft fo wicked a tyrant. The decemvirs, who com- 
manded the army, being informed of Virginius’ return, 
and the difpofition of the foldiers, attempted to feizc 
the former, and appeafe the latter. But the foldiers, rc- 
fiifing to pay any obedience to the orders of men whom 
they looked upon as ufurpers and tyrants, flew to their 
arms, fnatched up their enfigns, and took the way to 
Kome, which they reached about evening, and Entered 
without making the leaft difturbancc. They marched 
quietly through the city to Mount Aventine, and there 
Mtrenched themfelves, declaring, that they would not 
!iy down their arms till the decemvirate was aboliftied, 
ji'd the tribuncfhip reftored. In this exigency, Oppius 

jnvened the fenate (for Appius was afraid to appear in 
nubile); and the confeript fathers agreed to fend three of 
rheir body to the army, to afk, why they had left the 
I :imp without orders, and what their intent was in pof- 
fiiling themfelves of Mount Aventine. As the troops had 
not yet chofen a leader, they cried out, Let Valerius 
and Horatius be fent to us; we will return an anfwcr to 
the fenate by them.” When the three commilTioners 
were gone, Virginius advifed them to choofe leaders to 
govern them, and manage their concerns. , Agreeable to ^ 
his advice, ten perfons were cle£led, under the name of 
Military Tribunes. * The army was defirous to have Vir- 
ginius at the head of them 5 but he declined the honour. 
“ My daughter (faid he) is dead, and I haVe not yet re- 
venged her death no kind of honour will become me, 
till her pn^nes arc appealed. Befidcs, what prudent or 
moderate counfels can you expe6i from me, who am fo 
incenfed againft the tyrants ? I ftiall be of more fcrvicc to 
the common caufe, by afling in it as a private man.*’ 

c Diodor. Sic. lib. xii. cap* Liv. lib. iiit cap^ • 
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In the mean lime, the three legions fent againfl: the Sa- 
bines, inftigated by Numitorius and Icilius, abandoned 
their generals, and having, after the example of the other 
forces, chofen ten military tribunes, marched through the 
city, and joined the legions on the Aventine. The two 
armies, thus united, commiflioned their twenty tribunes 
to eledl two out of their number to be fupreme over all ; 
and the choice fell upon M. Oppius and Sextus JManilius. 
In the mean time the fenate aifembled every day, but 
fpent the whole time in debates, without coming to any 
refolution. At length it was carried by a majority of 
vpices, that Valerius and Horatius Ihould be lent to the 
revoked army ; but tjicy protclled, that they would not 
come to any refolution while the decemvirs were mailers 
of the government. The two armies, tired with thefe de- 
lays, removed their camp to the Sacred Mount, where 
they entrenched themfelves, and obferved the fame good 
dtfeiplineas their ancellors had formerly maintained in the 
fame place. In this decampment they were followed by 
fuch numbers of citizens, with their wives and children, 
that Rome appeared to be deferted. 

The fenators, furprifed to fee the flreets fo thin of pco- 
pk, refedved to abolilh the decemvirate, to rellore to the 
people their tribunes, and to the fenate its confuls. The 
iccemvlrs, finding they couW not retain their authority 
any longer, delired that they might not be facrificcri to the 
hatred of their enemies,’ offering to refign the power with 
wbidi they were invefted, whenever the fenate Ihould 
think fit to create new confuls. Upon this declaration, 
Valerias and Hoi^atius repaired to the army, where they 
were received with inexpreffible joy. Icilius, whom the 
army chofe for their fpeaker, after having i;eturned the 
^putks thanks for the zeal they had Ihewn in, behalf of 
the people, demanded, in the name of ali 'virho had re- 
tired to the lyions Saccr, i. The re-eflabiilhinent of the 
tcibunes of the people, with a right of appeal from the 
decifisms of the confuls. 2. An amnefty for all who had 
left the camp without pcimiffion from their generals. 

That the decemvirs fliould be delivered into their 
h^da, that they might be burnt alive. But the prudent 
ikpudes made a great di-ffisrence between the two firft ar- 
ckks andthe laR- Your two firft demands (faid they) arc 

? [jx»ahk to reafon v but the third is rh'e effed of paffion, 
od'aoe offered a Biielil ; do not pret^d to take a fword 
too. The fenate has not yet declared you innocent, and 
will aJfcaily prcfuifle to give law tb it?** The pebpk 
iU . hting 
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being fatlsfied that no tribunes could haite tbeir interefts 
more at heart than thofe two feiiators, Cmpawercd them 
to make wh^t terms for thena they fhould tliiitk fit. Ho- 
ratius and Valerius returned |moiediately to the fenare, 
and gave them an account of the demands of the people, 
but omitted thedr threats againil the deccilivirB, vl ho, 
hearing no mention made of their puniflimenr, readily 
confented to all that was alked 5 only Appius feemed urt* 
willing to part with his powet : To re-cftkblifli the tri- 
bunefhip (faid he), is only to put aritas into the hands of 
the enraged multitude. 1 find my life muft be factificed 
to the public hatred \ but fince it mull be fo, I will not 
any longer oppofe the rage of the populace, I am ready 
to refign the decemvirate, and care not how foon X 
do it.” . ' 

Accordingly, a, decree was pafied, aboliihing the de- 
cemvirate, and reftoring the tribunes. Then the decem- 
virs, repairing to the forum, laid down their authority, to 
the great joy of the city When the news of their rc- 
fignation Were carried to the camp, the army, leaving the 
Sacred Mount, encamped a fecond time on Mount Aven* 
tine, and there chofe their tribunes^ the pontifex maximua 
prefiding at the eleflion. Virgiaius, Iciliusy and Numi- 
torius, were firft named ; C. Sicinius, M. DuUius, M. 
Titinius, M. Ppmponiusj G. Aprofiius, P. Villius, and 
C. Oppius, were appni&tCHl their coUeague&i An interred 
was afterward^ created, who held an aflcmbly of the peo- 
ple by centuries, in which L. Valdriua and M. Horatius 
were raifed to the confulate. Thcfe crnifois, being both 
very popular, pafled fcveral laws, which gav^ the people 
a fuperiority Over the fCnatc. Formerly the dtwjt^es of the 
people, convened by tribesp obliged only the plebeians j 
but now it was enaftedi that all decrees made in the co- 
mltia by tribes fhould hayc thp force of laws with relation 
to all citizens. That the tribunes might be maintained in 
perpetual pofTeiTlon of their right of judging caulbs bfoupght 
before them by appeal, it was likewife enabled, that, for 
the future, no magiftrates. of any kind flioukl be invefted 
with authority, vyithpuc appeal to; the affctnbly of the Jjeou 
pie ; and that it fhoUld be lawful for any. Ohk* to kill the 
man who fhould attempt the creation ufTudi a ma^ 
giftrate. The ceremonies wer^ like wife reoewedi whence 
by the perfons of the tribunes were made facred. To 
thefe regulations another was added^ importing, that the 
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decrees of the feiiate ihouldi for the future, be carried to 
,the aediles, and kept in the temple of Ceres. This precau- 
tion was takeur left the fucceeding confuls ihould fup- 
prefs the decrees now made^ and by thefe means render 
\ , ' them ufelefs *. 

power of the tribunes being firmly ellablifhed, they 
yirgi^u/i fcfohcd to profccutc the decemvirs, and begin with Ap- 
* piuEi who was accordingly cited to appear. Virginiusi 
who was appointed to be his accufer, without enumerat- 
ing all his crimes, infifted only on his having, contrary to 
law, refiifed & young woman, who was in pofieiTion of 
her liberty, the right of enjoying it till the fuit was deter- 
mined. If you do not inllantly clear yourfelf from this 
breach of the law, I will order you (faid Virginius), to be 
carried to piifon.” Appius kept filence ; but when the 
officers oflered to fetze him, he cried out, I appeaK” 
Having eniuncraied the fcrviccs done to the republic by 
^ his family, and reminded the people of his own zeal for 
the common good, in promoting and compiling the body 
of laws contained in the Twelve Tables, he claimed the pro- 


and far- 
, rdiJ <0 fri- 

Mi 


mnd iiit ^ 
ilrr/. 


teuton of the laws juft made in favour of appeals. Vir- 
ginuis anfwered, that fuch a monfter as Appius ought not 
to partake of the commoit benefits of fociety, nor be al- 
lowed to eCcape imprifoximent on giving fecurity, fince 
he had refiifed that privilege to Virginia. He added, it 
was but reafonable, that fo profligate a wretch fhould be 
carried to that priftm which he himfelf had built, and in- 
folently named the Habitation of the People of Rome. 
Accordingly he was led, notwithilanding his appeal, to 
prifoii ) bue.his;trial was put off to the third market-day. 
In* this interval Claudius, the uncle of Appius, who had 
fo much difapproved of his nephew’s condu£l, yet, upon 
hearing of the danger to which he was expofed, haftened 
to Rome, and appeared in the forum, with all his friends 
and relations, in habits of mourning. He went from ci- 
tizen to citizen, befeeching them not to fix fuch an igno- 
miny on the Claudian family* But to no purpofe; 
Viiigtnius, ott the other hmd, begging them to fhew 
companion for him and his daughter, and not for the 
Claudian fimily, which had always been unfavourable to 
the intcreftiof thc |>coplc. Before the day appointed for 
trial/Apphis tfiedin prifon(A). ; .p. 


hh. iii. cap. 55. ■ 

(A) Dionyfius tclb us, th^ ftrangled himfelf; but that it 
, tribunes reported, that he Kad was much fufpedled he bad 

been 
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The profecution of Oppiusi one of the plebeian de- 
cemvirs, followed. He was accufed by NumitoriuSi Vir- 
ginia’s uncle, as an accomplice with Appius, wbofe in^ 

J 'ultice he had not oppofed, though at that time in Rome. 
Jor was this the only crime laid to his charge ! a vete- 
ran, who had ferved twenty-feven years in the army, and 
had been eight times honoured with military rewards, un- 
covering his (hpulders, expofed to the multitude the 
marks of the rods with which he had been beaten by 
Oppius’s order; and offered to undergo the fame treat- 
ment again, if the decemvir could aflign any good reafon 
for his cruelty. The accufed was, by the unanimous 
fuffrages of the people, thrown into prifon, where he died 
the fame day. The other eight decemvirs, terrified by 
thefe imprifonments, which were followed by fudden 
deaths, retired into banifhment. Their effetEts were con- 
iifeated and fold, and the nloTiey arifing from them was 
carried by the qu2eftor8 into the public treafury. As for 
M. Claudius, the client, who had been employed to ferve 
the pleafures, and carry on the iniquity of his patron, he 
was condemned to death : but Virginius, pitying a wretch, 
who had offended at the inlligation of a powerful magif- 
trate, and a fovereign, from whom he had no appeal, 
changed the fentence of death into thrat of perpetual ba- 
nifliment, upon his confeffing that he bad been fuborned. 
After thefe examples were made, Duilius, one of the tri- 
bunes, advifed his colleagues to carry vengeance no far- 
ther: accordingly, a general amnefty was granted, and 
the Rate enjoyed a profound tranquiUty at home for the 
remaining part of the year ^ 

Affairs being fettled, the coiifuls took the field againfl 
the jEqui, Volfci, and Sabines, who, during the late in- 
teftine divifions, had pillaged the Rotnan territory. Va- 
lerius defeated the two foriber, and Horatius obtained a 
vi£lory over the latter; but tbe fenate, diffatisfied with 
their too popular adminiftration, and moved by a fpcech 
of C. Claudius, who inveighed bitterly againft them, re- 
fufed the confuU a triumph. This oppofition, however, 
ferved to gain the people a new prerogative, the right of 

f Liv. lib. iii. cap. 58, 59. 

been dlfpatched by their or- of a public punilbrnent,^ laid 
ders. Livy barely rcUccB, that violent, bauds on himRlf in 
AppiuB, u# avoid the infamy prifon (i). 

( 1 ) Dion. Hal. Ub. xi. p. 7*s^7%7» Lit. lib. iii. cap. S5i • 
L3 <ic- 
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tleordting triumphs: for the cQt^fals applied to ik^m/ and 
the tribunes e^iiGng their caufe, kiiiue declared^ in the 
name of the pe^le of Brome, that the confivk ihould, in 
eppofition tothe^nate, have the hpiiour ol a triumph; 
vi^icfa they «<f^oyed accordingly. The tribunes did not 
ftop here, but formed a defigifr of getting themfelves con-> 
tinued in the tfibuneihip after the eatptradon of their year. 
This U^ad a oonfpiraoy not unlike t hit of ihe dec^virs; 
hue, to prevent any fufpioion foat their aim was« to maks 
themfeives mafters of the government, they imeivded^ thal 
the people fhould coniinue Valerius and Hdratius in the 
eoniulate. Builins, one of their college, a 'man of great 
moderationri and very zealous for the pti^bb ' liberty, op^ 
pofed this profeA, and rendered it abortuve, hy pBrewailmg 
epon the confuia to declarCj that they ivouild not; hold the 
eonfulatc after their year expired Affor. tbis decla- 
lacion, 0uilius> held the lor okiSiing tribunes, 

and, by his influence^ five new ones v^e c^fen, in 
^ce of tho cabals of the othersi. (tiowever, the latter 
prevail^d^fo for by their in triguttS^ to tundcr any other 
of the^ oand^at^Sr fmm; having the necefihry member of 
Hemipon the^nOmindtionof the five tcibunts yet 
wxMipg was -relermd 'lOfthe a^^ilaliy ch ofeil, accord-^ 
mgio tb^ aiJiiWvf w^ expTdfly ^provided, 

that if^ Uponm^y of^dkidlioiV ^ folin^ufinl^r of tri- 
bunes^cKmld notrW^t^bSeja^ thofo whfo w^re Ihould 

have powcnto n^mevlbelr ooUeagu Agr^ably to this 
laWs near ^ribun^ fob entered; upon their of- 
fice^ foao they iiapfod>|hotr coikagues, and apiong them, 
to the great furprize of ail, 8. -Tarp^ua and A.:.^$i^rniu5j 
both paWicianSj otd^fofiaeor^i and even cprjfulars. The 
de^iott of the uonfois^ followed tkat/of the tribunes, 
when Lartius Herpaii^llus and T- Virginiy^ were chofen 
without $iiy 4iftui^Q€e# fin their confulate, L. Trebo* 
niiisi One of the tribunes;. eUiihckfied to fee two patricians 
ifi th^t 'colkge, employed all 1^ endeavours to oppofe 
the fonate in ^ery<tinig wbonte he acquir^ fthe fur- 
panie Of^^Afpei^i ^ Gabbed:,, ki order to exclude pa- 
thkkiM fot ^tbeFfo^e;; %€^pnicu]^ a iaW) which, from 
bi^.namc, was calkd ^x.TreJ^i^a V by which it was or- 
dained, that whofcevci* fliould, for the future, hold the 

Of tbe‘ pltdple,' Ihoiidd not 
nufotwf or fon trAunes waa 
completed by the voto^r b0 the people* "Tlii^law took 
^ foAt the right of 

- r T ' ^ naming 
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naming their coUbagueg^ which the Komaiar catted cw>: 

oj>taitio K 

The follo^v^ing' confukte of M. Gegutimaxidi G. Jailiya 
prodiiced remarkaUe« The fiacceeding* confula, dtjenfions 

T. Q[ainftt03 Capitoliiliia a fourth time, an^ Agrippd 
F^rius, found the people highly exafperatedr againll the 
nobility, ocGafiotied by fome irtfuhs they had o^red the 
plebeians, The> agg»eflbr» were cited to appear before 
the people, and this dtatiem occafioned great content! ons; 

Upon the news of thefe domeltic broils, the JEqui and The y9tqui 
Votfei entered the Roman ' territory, and ravaged' the anal^olfct 
country to the gares of Rome ; the tribunes oppoikag the 
levies neceflkry to repuife them. Upon this occafion, the 
conful Quinftius, a man iliuftii^lms for feveral viCbories,- 
and greatlyv refpefted for the purity of his manners and 
the wifdOTn of his counfels, having convened a general 
adembly of the people, made an harangue to them, with' 
which they were fo afl«&ed, that they concurred unanl" 
mdtyfly in taking artlis. The youth offered thcmfclvefr tcK 
be inlifted, iiifomuch, that on the :femc day the levies 
were rai fed, and the arm? marched ten miles from the TheKo- 
(Mty « Next day the confulkcame in fight of the mans gam 

a«id thie day following gave them battle^ and gained ^ 
pbmpiateJ vidiory* Hhwicver, the confute did not demand- 
rtiiupiph, nor did the fenate offer theih that honour. 

This would hav^ beem ai gtorious year^ for the republtci Iniquitpar 
bad not the'Rjcnnan peopleidilhoDOured ihemftlves by ^wjudgement 
iniquitous judgement in a caufe which was referred to 
their decifion: The inhabitants of Ardca and Aricia 
chofe tbein, arbitrators in a difpute concerning ^ /erred to 
of^land, to which* they both laid claim* The tribes^ arhim 
being alfembkd, and the caufe h6ard> the votes were go- Oration. 
ing to be taken, when one Scaptius, .a Roman, cighty- 
three years old, defited^ to fpeak. He pretended, that 
the diftrift in queftion belonged formerly to the city of 
(DoribU) and oonfequcntly now to the Romans, who ought 
therefore to make no fcraplo of fefetng it. The confuld 
ttfed’their utmoft/ endeafrours to diiltiade the people from 
taking a ftep, which mnft dslhonoiir the Roman piK>bity; 
but all their cffort€» were to no purpofo 5 ’ the people acUi 
judg^d^the territoryvto themfelves 

In the folio wfog coiiftihte of Mi Genudus Augurhxul Nt^ pr#i^ 
arid C* Curtins Phifojt tbtf tribune&^ carried thciri pretend ^ 

<6 Liv, ^ ^DtomRal. bh, 
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fioiM farther tban^m j for they not only deniaiided that 
the lawj prohibiting patricians and plebeians to marry, 
might be repealed 1 but ^ like wife that plebeians might be 
admitted to the *oonfulate. Canuleiusi the moft aflive of 
the tribunes^ declared to the feiutei in the moft folemn 
niimner, that he would conftantly oppofe all levies of 
trobps* let the want of them be wer fo preffing, till 
thefe conceQkms fliould be made to the people. The con- 
fuls and patricians oppofed, with great warmth, thefe 
new claims of the encroaching tribunes ; but the Ardeates, 
the the Veientes, and the Volfcii invading, at the 

fame time, the Roman territory, the fenate found it ne» 
cciTary to let the law concerning marriages pafs, hoping 
that this conceftioii would induce the tribunes to defift 
from the purfuit of the law relating to the confulate, or 
at lead to fufpend it till the concluiipn of the war : but 
their hopes proved abortive. The tribunes, though the 
alarm from abroad d^ly en created, ft ill oppofed the le- 
vies, and pufhed their point with the fame zeal as. before. 
Nay, at the inftigation of Canuleius^ tbey all bound them- 
felycs, by a Iblema oath, not to defiliirom their oppoG- 
tion, till the fenate had /gran ted . their demand. C. Clau- 
dius, in a piivase ^aifembly of the oldeft fenators, -moved 
to l^ve recouj^e tOi^ariiis and violence, rather than yicld^ 
to the people tho4iguity^ ^<:onfulAtet but X Quine- 
tins, and the of the aftemhly^ 4bought it better 

Co comply than come to a rupture with ibe people. Then 
Claudius, to prevent the delating of the confidar dignity, 
made a new propolaU that^^ inftead of confuls, a certain 
number of military.trtbunes {bould.be chofen, partly out 
of the fenate, and partly from the pleheiana; and that 
thofe new magiftr^tes . ftiould be invefted with confular 
power. • ; 

, This projeft being approved, the fenate was affembled, 
and the tribunes called to give their reafens in behalf of 
tbe new lawa in queftion. After they bad explained their 
fentiments, Claudios’^fcbeme was.proppfed, and received 
with great appfeufe^.both by the palirimns and plebeians. 
A decree was immediately paifed for thil fourth revolution 
inrhe ^oman gpveminent, and the eomiria were held 
without delay. .1!? hen^A^ people jpAme>lo vote, they re- 
fufed tq mvochebrfotea toany biupatrif^ans ; fo that only 
tbme cbofen,. A. Sempromus Atra- 

titius, L. Attilias, and S. Cascilius, or, as feme ftyle him, 
Clxliua. But they didaiot long continue in office. Cur- 
tiufii, the late confulj who had preidded ekOion, 

- ^ . dci- 
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declar'ed, three months after, that the auguries preceding 
it had been inaufptcious, a circumftance which made their 
promotion void. This was, probabljr, an artful contriv- 
ance of the nobility, to reftorc the ancient form of go- 
vernment- However that be, the three new magiftratca 
readily refigned their office, and an interrex was named, 
that the commonwealth might not remain without^a head. 

T. Q^iinftius, the interrex, alTembled the people, to de- 
termine whether the confular government fhould be rc- 
ftored, or that of the military tribunes continued. The 
fenate declared for confuls y the tribunes infixed upon the 
late inltitution ; but the people, being refolved to confer 
the fupreme dignity only on patricians, were indifferent 
whether if fliou Id be called confullhip or tribunefhip. At 
length all agreed to reftore the old form of government ; 
and L. Pap i id us Mugillatius, and L- Sempronius Atra- 
tinus, were appointed confuls for the remaining part of 
the year *. Under the fucceeding adminiitration of T, 

Quinftius Capitolinue, a fifth time conful, and M. Gega- 

nius, a fecond time, the cenforfhip was eftablifhed. There of FL 

had been no cenfus for fcventcen years; an omiffion which 

occafioned great difoi'ders. Thcfe the new confuls under- 

took to remedy ; but as they had many civil and military U. cT 307. 

affairs on their hands, they defired the fenate to difeharge 

them of the care of numl^ring the people, ^nd to lay it ctn~ 

upon two magiftrates created for that purpofe, who, with n - 
the title .of Cetifors, fhould, every five years, take a gene- • 

ral review lof the Roman people, and an account of their 
cffcfts. The fenatc approved the motion 5 and the tri- 
bunes, though always upon their guard againft every thing 
offered by tbc fcnatc, thought the employment of too 
little importance to opppfe it. They did not even demand 
that the plebeians fhould be allowed a fbare in it; not 
forefeeing to what a pitch of power and grandeur the 
office of cenfor would in time arrive. As men generally 
ftudy how to enlarge their authority, the cenfo^ip was 
no fooncr made a ffiftmii . magiftracy, than the cenfors 
began to take upon them the reformation nf manners, and 
by that office fubjefled Oa their tribunal the, fdna tors and 
knights, as much asthe meanefl of the people. .Papirius 
and Sempronius^ the confuls of the preceding year, were 
the firft cenfors ; this dignity being unaitimoufly conferred 
upon them, to atone for the &ort duration of their con- 
fiilate^ " . . 

1 Dion. Hal. lib. xi. p. 736. Liv. lib. iy.^cap. 7. ^ Liv, ibid- 

cap. 6, 9. Dion, Hril, obi lepra, pi 737. 
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: Whileuhe eonfule ^ere thus eafing ihemf^tvies of 
bftfden of their oflice, a neighbouring city found them 
employment abroad. r The Arcteatcs^ who bad iatcly re- 
neffBcd thebr' alliance with Rome, were mvolved in a civil 
which arofe from a very flights Cat^fe. Two Giti 2 Kcns 
of Ardea, oite of a noble familyv the other of' a plebeian, 
had fallen in love with the <fame young woman. As flie 
was a plebeian, her guardians were for giving her tn a 
man of her own rank but her modter, an ambitfous wo- 
xnan^ was fond^f matching hec whh a man of quaiity. 
The^ipute abrni If this: marriage* engaged ah Ardca, the 
nobihty declamg foronu of t^. foitors^ and the peoplo 
for the other. At k»g^h tft(e cauih herweeiv the mother 
and the^ guandkkm was fried, and>foiMeiiCe pronounced b]r 
thojtsdges kv^vourof tbefmmeri who^ foey^ faid, had u 
right to difpofo of her child to whdm^ iKe pieced ^ but the 
latter, refufing to ftand to this detomdnaitiQri, had. re- 
coarft tovioklke, galheted together: (bme plebeians, afidj^ 
ciftermg the widowVhonie, ciMiried<away her ckinghter: 
The nobility ran to ami$, npimi the plebeians, and^ 
having kiUed federal itid^iifoate) birdugbt the young w<h 
man back to^ ber mothe^b houfe% Thb plebeians, thus 
irrkatod^ leaving th^ <dty fo vgrbht i d encamped 

on a fteighboiinf}g^hti4 fent out partly 

tdJaywalfo'tho lsM$ ^ thei 'nobility. ^ The ttintlneers^ 
bsihg j oined hy ^ffcie*-^olfci^ cbolfo dvsiii fotos a, conntran 
n«med ChiihUsj; awd ildd\^ fofge. Ardes. Tbec nobility 
appfiedito the ftoimhstt andrtllei fenats fenb ^n army' to 
their relief, nncler the^conltii^ndof^ th&confol tSeganius, 
inve^d the befie^rs, obliged thiMh: to fortsirder 
tbeir yitm yoksj After 

this eit^ioH*lse^o<*htftd murn editor which dip enter- 
ed fo triumpl^ wkh>«n€Omm«rfn pomp and folemnity k 
The foeeeedir^csnfuls, Roifhummu 

Bbutius, made the Ardeates omendls for the wron^^ tht 
Rornatfs hadfdone^bhem^^ of tbeit cM^ntelo d4th 

the i Aiieian^ V they^lbnr a " eolbny to; repsople th eir * 
cityi mndii d^fcpopwlahed^by^ and^ pri^votely 

sigreed^ tbsti rto^ iJnds," SKdeptjithaSfi^ formbrly in difpuste^ 
fbotiM be di^idedf animng tl^; 

tbofo^cmlf a ^^llklIipar^5 and that the^ tett flioulithhe re^ 
floTed^to thbh^^ancieniCipiM^piie^ this= difpbiltiofi 

difohnidlliii^^hB judgemefii^ of the people, 
Agrippa Meneniusi Fn Clsdius, and M. Ebutius, whohadt 


put 
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^Ut the decree in execution, were cited; t0> appmr before 
the people ; but thefe three patFicianft, to avoid the pro 
feeudon, decUicd tbetnfeWes citizenB of Ardea, where 
they/ remained. The foliawihg year, when the 
m&ntwasin the hands, of C- Feurius and M. £apinii% 
proved a year of peace. Butin tlhb^ fucceeding cc3Q3fhdQte> 
of Froculus Geganuis and L. Meneoma^ great ^Aurbances^ 
arofe, pecaGoned by a RptBan knight, named Mao- Sp. MdtU^ 
lius, who had i;he ^onfidcace to afpice to the foveretgn 
po\ver. A dreadful famine happening in Rome, the people, 
to prevent the evil confcqucaces of it^ cre^tted, with the 
gcuifent of the Cenate, an extraordiiiary magiflrate, with 
the tide of fuperintend^t of provihona. The perfon they 
named for this office was L. Minuting, an a^iue arid pru- 
dent man, who immediately fent bis agen ts into the neigh- 
bouring countries to. buy corn, hut with little fuccels, Sp« 

Maelius, who was one of the.richeR men in Rome, having 
foretfalled the markets. The com jVkdiu^ bought, was^ 
by his order, chllributed among the meaner people;, lb thati 
his houfe became the place of refuge for. the ppor^ the 
idle, and thoic who. Had: uudoiie theinfelvce by debau^ 
chery *”• 

Minutius, wkq was ccmtixiued. in his ojBioe 

qew confuls, X .Qmni^Ud C^pholinuts the (fxth time, ami 
Agrippa Menenius; diiboaered that Mselius^ uadpr ooves^ 
of^ extraordinary, liheraiky, held .aiTemblieis at hift^/haeiei,^ 
and that great qiuantidesiOf arms had been con vefeiii>hieher^ 
by night. Upon,ttu6 intelfigeciqe he en(|uhed^r^hev inxo* 
the niatter,^jid at length «h£te<Red a coo fpsiracy formed^ to^ 
fuhvert the p re fent government. was>cc«sbainly in£pr>i|keA 

tbat M^elius alpired.to.the fbver^ign power ; that the peo- 
ple were to take asms in hii^ favobr^ snud that evem fome^ < 
of the tribunes bad coofontod. to feU. public liberty. 

Minutuis, without lofs. of time, gave an ^account of his, 
difcoveriei to the fsnate;. andi the lenate, fiolkmitig the^ 
adyice of Quiad:ut& CapUi^Uaus, ItnpoWered him. to name ^ 
his brother, QginQips Cincionatus^ di&ator. It was 
thought neceflhry to take* this, ftep iafucmical a ^ttp^nre, 
to prevent MseUu8;fnma,ofQapif3ig the pusilhipent due to 
his wicked attempt. He^ might have appealed from the 
cQoifuls to the people^ whu would ha»^^^aved him ; but< 
from tjte di£bator t^ere was iw) appeals Qinskmaias^ be-^ 
iog.upwaiKlB of eighty, wonhi kaKedscHned ^^o£ce; butf 
the eoAfulb and whole leiiULte 

ing 
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faig htmfdf with the care of the commotiwefalth, be at 
length acquiefced ; named 8ervilius Ahala, to be his ge- 
neral of. the ho rCe^ and next day placed guards in all the 
i^uarters of the city. This precaution furprifed thofe who 
Ituew nothii^ of the confpjiracy \ but Mselius and his 
aflbetates being apprife'd that the power of the fupreme 
magi itr ate was employed againlt them, ufed their utmolt 
' endeavours to engage the multitude in their favour. 

Jtftffztti The dilator, aware of their intrigues^ having caufed 

tiuito his tribunal to be carried into the forum, fent bis mailer 
pf thehorfe to cite Mselius to appear before him. Mselius, 
of obeying the fummons, attempted to make his 
efcape. Then Servilius commanded a ii£lor to feize him, 
and his orders were put in execution ; ,but the multitude 
having refeued him out of the liflor’s hands, he was very 
near making his efcape^ when Servilius, throwing himfelf 
into the croud, overtook him, and killed him on the fpoC. 
This action was lb agreeable to the diiSiator, that, feeing 
his mailer of the horfe all fprinkled with the blood of the 
criminal, he told him, that to him Rome was indebted 
for her liberty. He then convened a general adembly of 
the people, and, having acquainted them with the con- 
fyiracy, declared, that Maelius had been juftly llain. His 
mnd his houfe was, by the di£lator’s orders, rafed . to the ground, 
hnuf&rajid, 2||(] the prodigious quantities of com found in it, fold to the 
pcopk.at low rates. Asibr Meneniiis, a ilatuc was erect- 
ed Jto him without the gate Trigemina, as a reward of his 
vigilance v but of tribunes, provoked at the murder 
orMseii us, made loud coiiip|[aints in the aflembly of the 
people, and oblliaatciy oppoied the ele£lion of the con- 
fuls ; infomuch that the patridans, to avoid a tumult, 
Mintarj were forced to confent that military tribunes fhould be 

mhusns chofen for the next year. The tribunes hoped, that the 

€hiffm people would now divide the government between the pa- 

tridans and plebeians i but tbi^^ chofe only three patri- 
cians, Mamercus ^milius, L. (^inftius, tlie fon of the 
fUm^re- dilator, and Julius lulus". During their adminiilration 
voUt from the city of Fid enae not only revolted from Rome, but the 
th^^RmsTis^ inhabitants, putting thcmfelves utider the protedlion of 
Tolumnius, king of the Veientes, murdered four ambaf- 
fadors Cent by the C^ate to afle the reafon of their conduct;. 
As a war was unavoidable, it was thought more proper to 
choofe confuls than military tribune;s for the next year ; 
%a 4 ^ 1 ^r 4 ingjli JVl* Gegaaiua,^a third dme, andL. Sergius 

* Liv. lib. ivp capi X7«/Val* Maxr Ub. v. cap. 3. 
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were elefted. . It fell to the (hare of the latter to make 
war upon the Veientes ; but. though he gained fome ad- 
vantages over them, he loft a great number of men ; a 
circumftance which determined the fenatc lo remove him 
from the command of the army, and to create a di£lator 
in his room. 

The confuls named Mamcrcus .£milius for that dig- Mamerciu 
nity, who chofe young Quindlius Cincinnatus for his ge- 
ncral of the horfe, and appointed Quin£lius Capitolinus, 
and M. Fabius Vibulanus, two celebrated commanders, 
his lieutenant-generals. He foon after took the field, came 
to an engagement with the united forces of the Falifci, 

Fidenates, and Veientes, and gave them a total over- 
throw. Tolumnius was flain in the. battle by Cornelius 
CofTus, a legionary tribune, who dripped him of his 
armour and royal robes, and carried thefe fpoils, called 
fpolia opima, on his ftioulders in the di£^ator’s tiiumph, 

He afterwards depofited them in the temple of Jupiter 
Ferctrius, they being the fecond of the fort known in 
Rome. In the following confulate of M. Cornelius and 
L. Fapirius, one Sp. Mwlius, a tribune of the people^ 
and a near relation of the famous Mxlius, cited Minutius 
and Scrvilius Ahala, to anfwer for his death 

The Veientes and Fidenates renewed the war in the Yr. of FIi 
following confulate of Julius lulusi the fecond time, and 
L. Virginius, while the Romans were greatly diftrefied nte Chr. 
by a plague ; but Q^Scrvilius Prifeus, being created die- u, Cj'is. 

lator, gave them battle near Nomentum, routed them, ’ 

and took the city of Fidcnae. This fuccefs was followed Fid^tue 
by a cenfus of the Roman people, which, after the eftab- ^ 
lifliment of the cenfors, never failed to be renewed every 
five years. The following year, when C. Julius was con- 
ful the third time," and Virginius the (econd, Mamercus 
iSmilius was named to the diflatorfhip a fecond time, diSiaHr* 
upon a report that all Hetniria was preparing for war; 
but thefe fears proving vaini .£miliuS, who had no hopes ^ " 
of gaining glbry abroad, tcfolved to do fomething remark- 
able at home, and propofed w the people the feortening 
the duration of the cenforiDup, and reducing it from five 
years to eighteen mondis* This motion was received with 
applaufe, and pafled into a law. Tben^JEmilius, to (hew 
the diilike be had to magiftracics of long continu- 
ance, rcGgned his own, and retired to hfe houfe, amidl): 
the loud acchmationa of tbo multitude. ^However, this 

•Lfv. Ub. it. cap.^i. 
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jSmilius wife lav coft hlni d^ar j the ccnfofsi who wetc the infpets 
ferfecuied tors of the matincrs df the people, ftruck. him out of the 
fyihtcen- foil of his tribe, took from him the privilege of voting, 
dcprivcil him of all the rights of a Roman c^tiaen^ and 
loaded him with a tribute eight times greater thin the 
proportion he ufed to pay ; but this pcrfecution gave him 
a new hiftre, and ftirted up the pebple againft his perfe- 
<utor&, Ftlrius and Geganius, to fueh a degree, that they 
would have torn them in pieces, if .^hniiius had not been 
fo generous as to ufc his intereft with the multitude to 
fpare their lives p. 

Military The tribunes of the people, by renewing their harangues 
tribunes ugainft die eleftion of cohfuls, influenced the public in 
^ manner, that military tribunes were chofen for the 
^ ' next year. However, the people raifed to that dignity 

hnly three patricians, M. Fabius, M. Faftius, and L Ser- 
gius- Nothing memorable happened during their admi- 
niftration but a plague, which ceafed m the following 
year, when the republic was again governed by three mi- 
litary tribunds, all patriciatrs } namely, L. Pinarius, L. 
Furius, and Sp. Pofthumius. The rich plebeians UoW 
complained that the poorer fort chofe none but patricians 
to that magiftracy, ndtwithftandhigjthe law, which allow- 
ed three plebeians to be elefted. They met at the houfes 
of the tribuncB to cotifult u]^on tfail; matter, and there re- 
folvedto propofe a law, forbidding any pretenders to the 
foperior offices to appear iU garments of an extraordinary 
whiten^fs, to foiicit the votes of the people. It was cuf- 
tomary for thofc who afpired to any office, to (hew them- 
fclvcs to the people in a habit of an extraordinary whice- 
nefs, and to court the iheaneft of the citizen^ to call them 
by their names, and to (hake hands with them. From 
this habit ibey were called cahdidati/ or candidates, a 
word derived from the listin ednSdui^ fignifying white. 

As this method was ufcd only by the nobility, the prin- 
cipal pkbeun9>undertook the aboHlhing of fuch a Cuflom, 
hoping to eiici the various arts ufed by the patricians to 
4 tenv gtin the favour Of the people. The law, prohibiting the 
frgkihitin^ ufo of white pihndits, pafled, though o^ofed by the pa- 
of iriciaOs, who, feeing the people focenfed again ft the no*^ 
to fear that they would tio longer refuf’ft 
’ their vokef tw thfe chief plebeians for the military tribune^ 
ftipi whcfcforci to avdrt this danger, they ufcd theif 
to get eoediils thofon for. the riext year/ thd 

r£4?« libr4v. 
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formidabfe preparations 'which the i£qui and Volfci were 
making at this time for war> favouring their dedgn. 

As no plebeians had commanded armies, the people 
were indifferent whether cotifuls or military tribunes were 
chofen ; for they were iietermined to give their fuffrages 
to none but old captains, and confequemly to patricians. 

Thus the clc<9:ion being left to the, fenatc, the confulfliip T/ie con- 
was reftored, and T- QuiniSbias, the fon of Lucius, and 
C. Julius Mento^ were promoted to that dignity. They 
were officers of great experience and courage but a mif- 
underftanding arifing between them, they were defeated emfuh 
by the enemy near Mount Algidus. in confequence of 
this defeat, the (fenatc thought it neceffaryto name a diq- yli/cL 
tator i but tbc-confuls obttinatciy refufing to comply with 
their defirc in fchis particular, being piqued at the diffi- 
dence they ffiewed of their abilities, the fenators had re- 
courfe to the tribunes of the pcopJe, exhorting them to 
interpofe their authority, and oblige the con fuls to name a 
ditlator. The tribunes, who were then in the fenate^ \ 

charmed with a motion which tended to inoreafe their 
authority, having withdrawn to confult, returned with 
this declaration, that it was the pleafure of the tribunes 
that the confuls ffiould obey the fenate, or be imprifoned, 
if they perfifted in their difobedicnce. The confuls fiib- 
mitted ; but juftly reproached the fenators with betraying 
the intcrefts of their own .body, and fubjefting the con- 
fular authority to the tribunitian power. Another diffi- 
culty Hill remained ; the confuls could not agree about 
the perfon who Ihould be dictator ; fo that they were 
obliged to draw lots for the privilege of nominating. It Poflkumitu 
fell to Qipn^lius, and he named his father-in-law, Pofl- Tuhertujf 
hundus Tubertus, who appointed L. Julius Vopifeus to , 

be his general of the horfe. The didlator foon raifed an 
army, with which he marched againft the enemy; hav- pgifd, 
ing defeated them in a bloody battle, he returned in 
triumph to Rome, and laid down his employment 

The next year, when C. Papirius and L. Julius Vopif- Truce vf 
Cus were confuls, the /£qui defired to enter into aO alii- 
ance with the Romans, on the fame plan with the Latins 
andHemici; but all they could obtain was a truce for 
eight years Nothing remarkable happened^ at Rome 
during the prefent confulfliip, but the making a law to 
fettle the value of oxen and (beep paid by way of fines 
rfor difobedience to pagiltrates. The fines were ordered 

1 Li^. lib. iVi cap. r Idem ibid. cap. 30—34. 
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^ : to be paid in money for the future, each ox being valued 

at a hundred afes of brafs, and each {heep at ten. The 
tribunes were the 6 rft projeftors of this law \ but the con- 
fuls, having notice of their deGgn, proposed the new re** 
gulation themfelves^ and by thefe mean^ gained the fa* 
vour of the people. During the fucceeding year, the re-^ 
public enjoyed profound peace, under the adminiltration 
of L. Sergkis a fecond time conful, and Hoffus Lucre* 
4 droughty tius, which was not difturbed even by the tribunes. The 
famine, ^nd enfuing confulfliip of T. Quinffius, and Cornelius Coflus, 
^ 0 *^ remarkable for nothing but an extraordinaiy drought, 

which occahoned a famine, followed by a dreadful plague. 
On this occafion the Romans had recourfe to deities un- 
known, and introduced new fuperftitions j»but the fenate, 
apprifed of the danger of innovations in religion, ordered 
the aediles to take care that no gods were worfhipped but 
thofe of the country ; and by this precaution a flop was 
put to all foreign fuperftitions. The Veientes had ob- 
tained a truce for eight years, after their defeat near No- 
mentum *, but, before the time was expired, had ravaged 
the lands of the republic. The fenate therefore, in the 
confulate of L. Papirius Mugilanus and Servilius Ahala, 
rcfolved to punifh them ; but a difpute arifing between 
the people and the fenate, concerning the right of de- 
claring war, thofe enemies of the republic efcaped ven- 
geance this year *. The next, the tribunes infifted upon 
having the government placed in the hands of military 
tribunes *, and accordingly four patricians were chofen, 
T^ Q^indfius Cincinnatus, C. Furius, M. Poilhumius, 
and A. Cornelius Coifus* 

The latter Raid at Rome, and the other three marched 
mM»de~ againft the Veientes; but as they did not aft in concert, 

^ they were routed, and obliged to keep within their camp. 

’ The people, ^upon the news of their defeat, inGfted upon 
their being depofed, and a diftator appointed in their 
room ; but as there were then no confuls, whofe preroga- 
tive it was to nominate a diftator, recourfe was had to 
the augurs, who declared, that ColTus, who had had no 
(hare in the late (hameful difaftcr, might nominate a dic- 
neFii- tatbr. Accordingly he named Mamercus j3Lmili us, who 
gntes and had been in the fame poll twice before, and whom the 
^idenaty cenfors had degraded. J^hc new diftator appointed CoiTus 
his general of the hor&, and foon after took the -field 
JEd$ilius againlt the Veientes, whom the Fidenates kid joined, 
S&atarn 
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aftclf having maflacred the Rom^ii colony m their city* 

The diftator coming up with them near the city of Fide- 
nsEp, gained a complete viiftory over their united forces, 
and made himfelf mafter both of the city of Fiden^, and 
of the camp of the#Vcientes K 
NotwithRanding the ill conduCt of the laR military tri- Yr. of FI; 
bun es, the tribunes of the people prevailed fo far as to have *9^3* 
the fame government continued the two following years; ^br, 

' but had Rill the mortification to fee patricians only eledied. ^ €^^313, 
Thefc were, the firft year, A. Sempronius, 1.. Furius, 

L. Quifnilius, and L. Horatius ; the fecond, Ap. Claudius, Tidernt 
Sp. ^utiuS, Sergius, and Sex. lulus. The tribunes 
of the people ufed their utmoR endeavours to difiuade the 
multitude frormgiving this preference to the patricians, in 
the elections. The richeR and moR eminent men among 
the plebeians infinuated, that if they could be once cho- 
fen, they would not fail to get the public lands divided 
among the poor citizens. This declaration made no fmall 
imprelfion upon the multitude ; but the patricians, who 
were then in poReffion of the military tribunefhip, to' 
avoid the fliame of having plebeians for their fucceflbrs, 
agreed to lead out of Rome thofe who afpired to that dig- 
nity, under pretence of making an incurfion into the ter* 
ritory of the Volfci. In their abfence, Appius Claudius, 
fon of the decemvir, and on^of the military tribunes, held 
an aflcmbly for eledling confuls, when C. Sempronius , 

Atratinus, and C. Fabius Vibulantis, were chofen 

They had fcarce entered upon their office, when news 
were brought to Rome, that the Volfci had taken the field 
with a numerous army, and were advancing towards the 
frontiers, to lay waRe the lands of the republic. The 
cqnfal Sempronius, a man of greater courage than con- ^ 

duft, ,wa€ fent againR them ; but he, defpifing an enemy 
whom the Romans had often vanquifhed, and attacking andtht 
them with the infantry alone, was furrounded on all fides, 

^nd Would have been cut off, if Tempanius, an old of- 
ficer of the horfe, had not taken upon him the command 
of the cavalry. This brave officer, obferving the danger Gallant bf^ 
the legions were in, leaped from his horfe ; and, addreff- ha^viourQ/ 
ing himfelf to his companions, “ Follow my lance (faid "Tempa^ 
be) as if it were a Randard ; and let us ffiew the enemy, 
that we can fight on foot as well as on horfebatk.^’ At 
thefe words the whole body of horfe difmounted, and fol- 
lowing their leader, fell upon the enemy with incredible 

t Liv. ibid. cap. 30—34. « L:?, lib. iv, cap. 35—37. 
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fury. Thegeneial of the Volfci ordered tiis men to re- 
tire in good order to a neighbouring hill ; bat Tetnpanius, 
after, having refeued the legions, continued to prefs the 
enemy with fucb vigour, that they tould no longer with- 
ftand him. The Volfcian commandei;, who was a mad of 
great experience in war, fent orders to open the ranks, 
and give paflage to the troops Tempanius led, and then 
to clofe again, in order to feparate them from the reft of 
the Roman army. • 

His orders were obeyed, and Tempanius, rufhing ftill 
forwards, found himfelf at laft cut off from the main 
boL^y of the Romans. He did his utmoft to force his way 
Both at- through the enemy’s ranks \ but not ,being able to break 
their order, he retired to an eminence, and there drawing 
up his men in a circle, defended himfelf with incredible 
bravery, till night coming on, ended' the conflift. The 
brave Roman did not doubt that the enemy would renew 
tine attack when the darknefs was difpelled; and therefore 
encouraged his men, lince they muft perifh, to fell their 
lives dear ; but he was much furprifed, when at day- 
break he faw neither friends nor enemies. He could not 
imagine what was become of the two armies,, which, a 
few hours before, had covered the plain. He went down 
with a few.of his men to^iake a view, firft of the Volfcian, 
and afterwards of the Roman camp. Not a man was to be 
Xeen, except the wounded who had not been able to follow 
the main body of their refpedtive armies. Both Romans 
ar^d Volfcians had fought till night; but being equally 
afraid to renew the fight next morning, had quitted their 
camps, and retired to the neareft mot^ntaina. Tempa- 
nius, not knowing where the confuf was retired with his 
troops, took up the wounded Romans, and marched 
ftralt to Rome, where he found the people alfembled. 
Some runaways, having reached the city before him, had 
reported, that the conful was defeated, and the whole 
body of cavalry cut in pieces. The tribunes^of the peo- 
ple, thinking this a favourable opportunity of bumbling a 
conful, obliged Tempaitiusto appear in the affcmbly, be- 
fore he repaired to his own houfe, and alked him aloud 
fcveral queftions concerning the condufl: of Sempronius.^ 
Tempanius anfwered, “ That it did not become a private 
. officer to judge of the capacity of his general; that he had 
fcen him fight at the bead i>f his legions with great bra- 
very ; and that, by what appeared to him upon a^view of 
the field of battle^ the Volfci had loft at Jeaft as many men 
as the ^Rom^ns. 


Not with- 
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^Jotwithftanding this favourable teftimony of Tempa^- 
hius, L, Hortenfius, one of the tribunes of the people, 
cited Sempronius, when the year of his confulate was ex- 
pired, to anfwer for his condudl in the late battle ; but 
when he appeared upon his trial, Tempanius, who had 
been chofen tribune of the people, with three other o(R- 
cers of the horfe, generoufly became his advocates, and 
afked their colleague, why he profecuted a brave general, 
whom he could reproach with nothing but bad fortune. 

Semproniua (faid they) was oi|r general and our fa- 
ther ; and therefore, like true children, we will appear 
in the habit of criminals as well as be; and, as we have 
‘lhared his fortune, partake of his difgrace, if any befals 
hiifr.^' “ No (replied Hortenfius) the Roman people 
fhall never fee their tribunes in mourning. I have done; 
I have -nothing farther to fay againft a general, who un- 
derftood fo w^ll how to gain the affedlion of his foldieri^’^ 
Thus he dropped his acculation Sempronius, and his 
colleague Fabius, had been fucceeded by military tribunes, 
L. Manlius, Q^Antonius, L. Papirius, and L. Servilius ; 
but this year Rome, having fuch moderate tribunes of the 
people, returned to her ancient form of government, and 
chofe, without any difturbance, T. Q^inftius Capitolinus, 
fon of the famous Q^Capitolinus and Numerius Fabius 
confuls 

The peace afforded the new tribunes an opportunity of 
raifing dilturbances about the quaeftorfhip. Hitherto there 
had been only two qusftors, and thofe chofen annually 
from among the patricians. Their office was, to colleft 
the taxes, defray the expences of the war, and to keep 
accompts of the receipts and difburfements of the public 
money, for which they were anfwerable. To this time 
they had always refided in Rome : the confuls therefore 
propofed, that two new qutcftors ffiould be added, to at- 
tend the generals in the field, take an account of thb 
fpoils, fell the booty, and provide for the fubfiftence of 
the army. This motion was received with great applaufe 
by the fenatc and people ; but when it came to be paffed 
into a law, the tribunes demanded, that two of thofe ma- 
giftrates fhould .always be plebeians. The fenate was 
willing, that, in the eledtioff of quaeftors, as in that of 
military tribunes, the people fhould, if they thought 
proper, choole as many plebeians as patricians ; but the 
tribune obffinateJy requiring, that the people fhould not 


w Liv. lib. iv. cap. 
ibidi cap! 43> 


Val. Max, lib. vi. cap. 5, 

M % 


* Liv. 

be 


SemproMut 

cited tu an* 
f^-wer Jar 

hii condu9 
the 
battle^ 


The accu- 
J at ion is 

droppeJt 


New dlf-- 
turbances , 
about the 
quafiorjbip. 




Am hrfer^ 


HmM^djM 


be left at liberty to chpofe plebeians or patricians^ tbe^ 
fenate thought it advifbabie^ rather than (ubtnit to tbia 
Condition) to drop the motion. The tribunes, by of 
revenge,* proteftcd againft holdinfr the comitia torelc&ng 
confuhsj and innfled on having military tribunes for the 
next year. The obftinacy of the t^o parties threw the 
republic into anafchy, the tribunes oppofing even the fe- 
nate’s meeting to natne an interrex* 

After warm difputcs, the tribunes agreed to the nomi- 
nation of an interrex and the lenate chofe for that of- 
hce L. Papirius Mugellanus^ who, by ex|kollulations and 
foft perfuafibns, 'brought the contending parties tp this^ 
compromife, that the fenate ^ould fufFer the people to 
choofc military tribunes inflead of confuls ; and that the 
tribunes of the people fhould allow the tribes to beftpw 
the qu^dldrlhip either on patricians or plebeians. Not- 
Handing all the cabals and feditious ha^rangues of the 
tribunes of the people, not only the military tribunes but 
the quKllors, wcrc‘chofen from the patricians only, though 
one of the tribunes had propofed bis brother, apd the 
other his fon. The tribunes, enraged at this preference^ 
were bent upon accufing A. Sempronius, who had pre- 
fided at the elefiion, of feme unfair dealing in taking 
the votes;, but as be was a man of known pirobity, and 
one of the military tribunes, they turned their refentmenc 
againil Q. Sempre^ius, his coulin^erman, who had not 
been acquitted on his former trial, though the profecutioa 
had been ^I'opped at tbe requeft of Tempanius. He was 
again cited to appear at the end of twenty-feven days* 
during which time be conftantly attended the fenate* and 

oppofcd the requeft of the tribunes concerning 
the diftnbution of lands. With the fame fteadinefs he 
behaved on his trial, and pleaded his caufe with great 
elpquericc. Notwithftanding the felicitations of the fc- 
rtatc, and the united teftimonies of many officers, wha 
ferv^ under him, he was fined fifteen tboufand afes pf 
brafs y. Soon aftCr a Veftal, who, by the levity of her 
condud, had bt-ought berfelf under a fufpicipn of incon- 
tinc^^ncy, was tried before the pontifices, and acquitted ; 

but the pontifex niaximus a4monifhed ber to be morete- 

ifcrvcd for the future ®- In the following, miiitanr tribunc- 

fclp of Agrippa Menenius, Sp; Nautius, P* 

and C, StnriUuB, a plot w^s formed bv tbe 

fire to the city, and feize the 5 but the fjlK 

ing difeovered by fomc of tbe conrpirators, tbc 

|iv» lib* IdeUi ibi<h 





Sequences of it vfere prevehted. The neit rear, when 
the republic waa p^overned by three inilitary triouiics only, 

M. Paplrius^ C. Servilius, and L. Sergius, Labicum, a Lahicum 
city of Latium, about fifteen miles diftant from Rome, re^voiu. 
revolted, and entered into an alliance with the -A^qui j 
who, after having pillaged the territory of Tufculurg, en- 
camped at the foot of Mount Algidtts. Two of the mi- 
litary tribunes were now ordered to take the field, .while 
the third fhould remain in Rome; but each of the three, The ' 
thinking himfelf the moft capable of commanding the dif* 

army, defpifed tfie lefs glorious employment of governing 
the city. The fenate was ofFehded to fee three migiftrates, ‘Command 
whofe duty it was to take care of the intereft of the re- 0/ the 
public, facrifice it to their ambition; but no one of that arpy, 
body had weight endugh to^ end the difoiific. At length 
Q^Servilius, who had Deen formerly di£rator^ interpofing 
his paternal authority, commanded his fon C. Servilius to 
remain at home; and Caius, though defirous of com- 
manding the army, and raifed above his father by the 
office he then bore in the repubUc, obeyed, without ihew- 
ing the leail reludbance. 

The two generals agreriBg no belter in the field than 
in the city, the, army under their command was drawn 
into an ambufti, and entirely defeated. In confequence thf jEqui i 
of this difafter, the fenate ordered a diftator to be created: . 
and young Servilius nominated his father, who appointed 
him general of the horfe. The father and fon, leaving who an 
Rome, at the head of a numerous body of forces, en- defemtid^ 
camped within two miles of the enemy ; and, a few days 
after, attacked them, put their army to flight, took La- 
bicum, their place of refuge, by fiorm, and, returning » \ 

to Rome eight days after he had left it, refigned his of- 
fice ■. . • 

The republic enjoyed profound peace under the fu4- 
cceding military tribunes, P. Lucretius, L. Servilius, 

Agrippa Menenius, and Rp. Veturius. But the ftckt year, ^ 

when A. SemJ>ronius, M. Paprius, Q^Fahitis, and Sp.. 

Naptius, governed the republic, the tribunes of the peo- 
pie revived fhe old quarrel about the diftribution of lands, 

Sp. Afasciiius, and Sp. Metiiius, who were at the head of ^ landi 
the %^j0U8 plebeians, ptetended^ fhat the patricians bad 
lands they enjoytd \ and therefore.'propofed 
of them between the nobility and the 
i£b|mmPk»ple. The ienate met frequently to ebneeft 
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irieafufcg for defeating this propofal. Apprns Chtidltlf 
propofecl gaining over feme of the college of the tribnne^i 
as the only remedy agaiiift their tyranny. His advice 
yvas received with great applaufe, and put in execution 
with fuccefs for the fathers, applying themfelvcs to the 
tribunes, by entreaties and remomftrances, gained over fix 
of the ten to oppofe the promulgation of the law; fo 
that Mi^cilias and Metilius were obliged to drop their 
petition The fame good underflanding was maintain- 
ed ali the next year between the fenate and fome of the 
tribunes, when Cornelius Coflus, Quin£lius Cincinnatus, 
Vakrius Volufus, and Fabius Vibulanus, were military 
tribunes But in the military tribunefliip of Fabius, 
Cn, Cornelius, P. Pofthumius, and L. Valerius, the affair 
of the agrarian law was revived. 

The itajui having retaken Bola, a little town, which 
the Romans had lately feized, P. Pofthumius, one of the 
miliary tribunes, w^as fent with an army to recover it. 
i^ifttr foine fkirmifhes with the enemy in the field, he 
invclted the plac6, and, to encourage his men, promifed 
to diifribute the plunder ftmong them, if they took the 
town. The place w'^as foon after carried by aflault ; but 
tbL general, who. detelled the plebeians, of whorn the 
greatelt part of his army confifted, broke his promife, and 
iklivered all the fpoil into the hands of the qua^dors, and 
thereby alienated the hearts o£ the army from him. In 
the mean rime Sextius,:one of the tribunes of the people, 
having revived the affair of the agrarian law, Polthumius 
was fent for to Piome, to alTift his colleagues in oppofing 
this mcafure. As he was remarkably obftinate, on his 
arrival he let many inconfiderate expreffions drop in the ' 
prefence of the curiae. Sextius having propofed a decree 
for dividing the city of Bola, and its territory, among the 
foWiers who had made that conqueft, Pofthumius, in a 
violent pafTion, exclaimed, “ Woe be to my men, if any 
fuch thing be done.” Sextius perceivi^, by this exprefi* 
fioii, the temper of the general, took pleafure in dxaf- 
pL rating him, and making him ufe many expreffions bf- 
fenfive to the people and foldiers. Then the crafty trU. 
bune, turning to the people, upbraided them for think- 
ing fuch a rrlafl more worthy of the office of milit^l^itll- 
btine than their own tribunes, whofe whole b 
to procure them lands, houfts, and a cbmfoit^l|^^Hptt 
in tliek* old age. His artful difeonrfe 

^ Idein ibid^ &cap« ^9, ^ . 
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tlality of ttc peo^k for the.nobility in the eleSions ; tut 
when the threats of Pofthumus were relat-ed in the camp, 
the foldiers began to mutiny ; arid becaufaP. Seftius, one 
of the qu^eftors, ordered a liftor to feize a foldicr who 
was 'more mutinous than the reft, his companions not 
only rcfcued him, but one of them wounded the quseftor 
with a ftonc. Pofthumius, informed of this tumult, 
haftened to the camp ; but, inftead of appearing the fedi- 
tion, increafed it by his unfeafonable feverity. He com- 
manded the moll guilty of the mutineers to be thrown 
into a ftiallow water, to be there covered with hurdles, 
and then prclTed to death- As this was a flow kind of 
death, which made the criminals cry out in an affecting 
manner, the foldiers refeued them from the bands of the 
executioners. The general, in a tranfport of rage, left 
his tribunal, broke through the crowd, and, being' attend- 
ed by his lidlors, endeavoured to difperfe the multitude \ 
but the foldiers oppofed force with force, and, being 
wrought up to fury^ threw ftones at their general, and 
killed him on the fpot. This was the firft inftance of a 
commander killed by his troops, from the foundation of 
Rome 

The fenatc, fearing left the people, in order to fereen 
the murderers, fhould chufe military tribunes forihe next 
yeat from their own body, endeavoured to get confuls 
defied, and, after warm debates, prevailed. A. Corne- 
lius Cofl'us, and L Furius Medullinus, were raifod to 
that dignity. As they were men of great prudence and 
moderation, they were unanimoufly named bythefenate, 
people, and army, to profccute the foldiers who had mur- 
dered their general ; which talk they performed with fuch 
circumfpeftion, for fear of driving the army to an open 
revolt, that thofe few who died, fell by their own hands, 
and not by the axes of the liflorsl Nothing remarkable, 
^except a plague and famine, happened in the three fol- 
lowing confulates of Q^Fabius, and C. Furius, of M. 
Papirius and C? Nautius, of M. jEmilius and C. Vale- 
rius- 

But in. the confulate of Cn- Cornelius, and L, Furius, 
a fecond time, the tribunes of the people, efpecially three 
'of the Icilian family, who were more aflive than the reft, 

E r^aUed upon the people to ufe the liberty allowed them 
lav^, and to choofe three plebeians jnto the qu^- 
The Icilii, having carried this poipt, encou- 

Ltv.bb^ iir-.-cip/4p, 5^- Zonar. Annal. lib. vii. 

M 4 ‘raged 




T’hefuyiifi 
mutiny in \ 
the camp 4 


and kill 
their ge~ 
ncraL 


The mfittn 
puhijbtd. 


Yr/ of I 

Ante Ch 
41 1. 
U. C. 3? 
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hamng) tlmt foiM of tneir body miglit be raifed to 
muitai-y tribanefbipi as they had beeti to quseflorfbip- 
Tbc difpotes grew warm, when new^ wcreArought, that 
the and Volfci^were again in motion, and had re«* 
taken Carventuin* It was therefore ncce^ary to raife 
fprcesi'in order to ftop their progtefsi but the tribunes 
obAinately oppofed the levies^ till the (enate confented to 
the ele£Iion of military tribunes i but, to difappoint the 
Iciliii they added thidtoiaufe to their decree^ mat no tri- 
bune of the people fhonld either be chofe it a military trU 
bune, or continued in bis office for - thO next year. As 
the tribunes could not object to tbis rcftridI:ion without dif* 
covering their ambition, troops were raifed without . op- 
pofition ; and though Carventum Was not recovered, the 
city of Verrugo was taken from the Volfci, and fome, 
pther advantages gained over that people ■*. 

In the mean time the eleflipn of the military tribunes 
approaching, the patricians engaged fome plfebeians of no 
merit or weight to ftand candidates. The people, difi< 
gufted at their meannefs, and alhamed to fee them ftand 
in competition with fenators and coiifulars of the firfl 
rank, gave all their fuffrages to the nobles, and chofe 
three patricians, C# JiiUus luJuB, P. Cornelius. Coflus, and 
C. Servilius AhaU«. During their adminiftration the 
Volfci renewed the wa^> and having engaged fome of the 
new allies of the republic to join tbem, encamped near 
Antiudn. The fenare, /apprehending ihe republic to be in 
great danger, ordered a ditf^ator to to be nominated; but 
as the three military tribunes had already drawn lots for 
the ippminand of the army, which had fallen to Julius and 
Corhelius, thofe twq generals, offended at the dillrulTthe 
fathers had fhewed of tfccir condufV, refufed to name a 
diflatdr. In -this emergency, the fenate complained to 
the tribunes of the people, as they, had done before upon 
the like ocCafion, a|id dehred them to interpofe their au- 
thority : but they rejefted the propofA with difd&in. 
“Who are we (faid they), but contemptible plebeians, 
fjcarce to be reckoned in the number of men, much Icfs 
of Roman citizeps ? WJicn the honours and, dignities of 
the republic arc made common to udth the patricians^ 
we (hall take care that no proud magi^te difobeys the 
dccripes o£ th^fenate ; till then you muft expeit^no affiftr 
5UJC6 f It# This Jrcf#d perple*d4*^c fcn^tc h bJIat 
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Isnpth C. Sefvilius, the thirif" military ttfWmc, extfrfcatei 
them out df the prefent difficulty, by takittg upon him lo 
a£t alone, and to name a di£lator. The" pcrfo!i- he faifed 
to that hi^h ftation was P. Cornelius RutUiis, Who ap- 
pointed him to be general of the horfe. The didlator P^Co^e^ 
took the field, gained a complete viftory over the Volfci, Hui RuttlBi 
andj returning to Rome, laid down his office. Upon his 
refignation, the milifary tribunes refumed the funftions of 
their employment 5 and, to be rev^ged on the fenate for trvertlm * 
the treatment they had met with, without confulfing the VQifd, 
fathers/ ordered the centuries to aflemble for the eleftion 
of military tribunes againft the etifuing year. The patri- 
cians, alarmed at this ftep, had recourfe to a new artifice, 
to prevent the government from falling into the hands of 
the plebeians. They obliged the molt illufirious members 
of their own body to llahd Candidates ; fo that, notwith- 
ftanding the utmoft efforts of the tribunes, four patricians ^ 
of diftinguifhed merii were chofen, namely, C. Valerius, 

C. Cervilius, Lucius Furius, and Fabius Vibulanus’’. 

The truce with the Veientes being expired, the Romans ♦ 

fent feciales to demand fatisfaftion for the injuries they 
had formerly done the republic ; but the feciales, meeting 
on the road envoys from Vcii, at their requeft, proceeded 
no farther. Thcfe envoys, being admitted into the fenate, 
reprefented that their city, being at prefent diflurbed by . 

domeitic broils, was not in a condition to give' the faiif- ' 

faftion required. Thcfe diflenfions gave the Romans a Cener^tf 
favourable opportunity of attacking their old enemies ; of the Ro^ 
but they hadtoo^much generolity, as Livy obferves, to 
take advantage of the misfortunes of a rival Hate, The ' v 

Volfd retook Verrugo from the Romans' the fame year, 
and put the garrifon to the fword ; but the military tri- 
buqes, having furprifed the Volfci, while thify were dif- 
perf^ed about the country, in quell of booty, cut them all 
tc piqces 

In the folloy^mg^tribuncflrip of C. Cornelius, L. Vale- 
rius, Cn* Cornelius, and Fabius Ambuftus, all patricians, 
the Veientes having infulted the Roman ambafladors, and 
driy«p them out of their city with contempt, the fenate 
ordered a declaration of war againft them to be immedi- 
ately propofed to the people ; but the tribunes oppofed the 
levies, on the oldprctcncc of the agrarian law. However, 
it was jgreed, that thrOc of the military tribunes fliould 
Jead ai^rmy againft the Volfci ; - who, at the approach of 
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ttc .kgkins, left the country op^n to be pillaged. Tbfl^ 
Roman generals, having divided their army into three 
bodies, made incurfions into it on three different fides. 
Fabius laid fiege to Anxur, and, having taken it by florm, 
divided the fpoil equally among the foldiers of the three 
armies. This genefofity paved the way for a reconci- 
liation between the nobility and the people, wBich was 
entirely completed by a decree of the fenate, that, for the 
future, the Roman infantry Ihould be^ maintained in the 
field at the public cxpence 

Hitherto all the citizens had been obliged to ferve in 
war at their own charges, and often to the ruin of their 
families. , The fenate, tbereforey reflefting on the difor- 
ders which were occafigned by their refufing to inlift 
themfelvcs even for the moft neceffary wars, decreed, 
that the foot fliould have pay out of the public money j 
and that, to fupply this expence, a new tax Ihould be 
Vaifed, from which no citizen fhould be exempt^ (13), 
Upon the news of this decree, the people, tranfported 
with joy, ran in crouds from all parts to the fenate-houfe, 
and, killing the hands of thefenators, called them the true 
fathers of the people; proteftipg, at the fame time, that 
they would fpill the laft drop of their blood for their 
country, which they now looked upon as a tender mo- 
ther; but the tribunes of the people, difliking this union 
of the two orders, which prevented them from making a 
figu^e in the ftaie, endeavoured to depreciate the favour. 
They infinuated to the people, that this pay was to come 
out of their own pockets ; that it was not juft to make 
thofe citizens, who had completed the lime of their fer- 
vice at their own charge, contribute to the fupport of the 
new foldiers ; and that they would protect all thofe who 
fhould refufe to pay the tax. However^ as the fenators 
began by laying great fums on themfelves, which they 
paid readily, according to the real value of their eftates, 
the common people followed their example, without lb ew- 
ing the leaft unealinefs*. 

s Liv. lib. iv. cap. 4^, 49. Idem ibid. ^ Idem ibid. 

Zanar. lib. vii. Plin. lib. xxxiii. cap. 3. 

(B) What pay was given at a centurion double that pay, 
this time to each foldier, we and a horfeman treble. Two 
find no where recorded; but oboli were about the third 
in Polybius's lime, that is, in part of an Attic drachma, 
the time of the fecond Cartha- which was worth feien-pence 
ginian war, each foot-foldier three farthings of our mo» 
was allowed two oboli a day, ney. 
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The fenatCi finding themfelvea in a condition k> main-* 
lain an army abroad, as long ajs they pleafed, formed great 
defigns. All oppofition to the levies being at an end, 
they refolved to befiege Ven,. one of the llrojigeft places, 
of Italy, in hopes of making themfelves mailers of a new 
city and territory larger than their own. Before they em- 
barked in this great undertaking, the people being alTem- 
bled, unanimoufly voted for a war, and chofe, for the 
fiift time, fix military tribunes, all patricians i namely, 

C. Julius lulus, C. iSmilius Mamercinus, T. Ouindfius 
Capitolinus, L. Furius Medullinus, Quindtius Cin- 
cinnatus, and A. Manlius Vulfo Capitolinus^. Soms of 
thefe remained at home, while others took the field ag^iinft 
the Veientes, who, declining a battle, fliut theml^slves 
up in their city. The Romans inverted it ; but there was 
little adlion this year, and lefs the following, when P. 

Cornelius Malugenenfis, Sp. Nautius Rutilius, Cn. Cor- 
nelius ColTuS, C. Valerius Potitus, C. Fabius Ambuftus, 
and M. Sergius Fidenas^ were military tribunes. Thefe 
were obliged to divide their army into two bodies ; one 
of which continued before Veii, and the other marched 
againft the Volfci, defeated them, took and rafed the city 
of Artena, and then rejoined the forces left at the fiege *- 

The fucceeding military tribunes, M. .^milius, M. Fu- 
rius, Ap. Claudius, grandfon of the decemvir, L. Julius, 

M. Quindlius, and L. Valerius, puOied on the fiege with 
great vigour. In the mean time the Veientes, changing VtUn ’ 
th eir form of government, chofe a king ; a nieafure which its choof^ a 
fo difplcafed the other Rates of Hetruria, that they re- 
fufed to fend them any fuccours. It was at this fiege 
thai^ the Romans are fuppofed to have invented lines of 
circumvallation and contravallation ; at leaft, this is the 
firft time we find them mentioned in hiftorr. They for- 
tified their camp both on the fi'tic of the city they inverted, 
to prevent Tallies, and on the fide of the countiy, to 
guard againft any fuccours which the Hetrurians might 
fend to the befieged. The military tribunes, confidering 
that Veii could not be taken but after a long fiege, and 
then not fo much by force as by famine, refuJved, as the The Roman 
troops were now more at their command, to keep the army kept 
army in the field all wdntcr, in wooden barracks, covered 
with Ikins. To this defign the foldiers made no oppofi- 
tion, choofing rather to live in the camp at the expcnce of 
the public than in Rome at their own \ but the tribunes 
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of tlvc people, diOiking a projefl: which kept great nunT> 
bers of their adherents out pf Rome, and confequently 
leffened the ftrength of their party in the comitia, affem- 
bled the tribes, and inveighed bitterly agalnft the military 
tribunes, accufmg them of ambitious defigns and cruelty, 
in keeping the troops all winter in the field. Appius, 
whom the other military tribunes had left at Rome, in a 
long fpeech to the people, expofed the feditious and un- 
reafonable conduct of the tribunes. The people gave no 
attention to Appius’s remonftrances ; but a lofs which the 
befiegers fuftained before the place, animated the ple- 
beians, more than his prudent difeourfe, to purfue the 
liege with vigour. 

The Veientes, in a fally, furprlfed the Romans, flew m. 
great number of them, fet fire to their machines, ahd 
ruined, in a few hours, the work of many days. This 
misfortune, inftead of finking the fpirits of the Romans, 
infpired them with new courage. IJie citizens, who had 
wealth enough to be placed in the firft clafs among the 
knights, but had not yet received horfesfrom the republic 
(which ceremony was neceflary to make a man a knight), 
went in a body to the lenatc, and offered to mount theni- 
felvcs at their own expence, and ferve at the liege of Veii. 
The fathers -accepted the offer ; and the people, following 
the example of the new knights, declared themfelves ready 
to ferve, and fupply the places of the fokliers who had 
been killed. The fenatc ordered the fame pay to be given 
to the volunteers as to the reft of the army, and decreed 
at the fame time, that the cavalry likewife Ihould receive 
pay out of the public treafury 

The eleftion of new military tribunes furnifhcd the 
army with new^enerals. Th» fix chofen were, C. Ser-F 
vilius, Q^.Sulpixius, Servilius, A. Manlius, L- Vir- 
ginias, and Manius Sergiu^. The fiege of Veii was car-r 
ried on by the tw^ latter ; but as thefe two generals could 
not agree, each of them had a body of troops under his 
command, and, as it were, a feparate army. Sergius ^ 
commanded the attack, and Virginias covered the liege. 
While the army was thus divided, the Falifci and Cape- 
nates fell upon Sergius, and, at the fame time, t)ie be- 
lieged fallying out, attacked him on the other fide. The 
Romans under his command, thinking they had all the 
forces of Hetruria to contend with, began to lofe courage, 
and retire. Virginias could have faved his colleague's 

® Ijvi lib. iv^ cap. 1—3# 
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tfx?op3, for hh forces were ranged in order of battle at ^ 

fmaU diftance ^ but Sergius was too proud Co. fend to him 
for fuccour \ and Vlrginius^ though not unacquainted 
with his danger^ refolved not ta fend him any unlefs he 
niked it. Thus the public good was facrificed to private 
pique. The enertiy made a dreadful /laughter of the Ro- T^e Ra- 
mans in their lines ; but Seegius having the good luck to 
efcape, fled to Rome, not fo much to juftify his own con- 
duct as to cortiplain of that of his tjolleague. In confe- 
quence of his complaint Virginius was recalled, and both 
commanders were ordered to give an account of their con- 
duct to the fenate; where they inveighed againft each 
other with great acrimony. The confeript fathers thought Alliheim^ 
it advifcable to make a decree, that all the military tri- iit ary trim ^ 
bunes of that year fliould lay down their dignity, and 
the people immediately proceed to a new eledion. The fgr/gdtw 
four, who were innocent, made ' no oppo/ition to the abdUsti^ 
decree ; but thofe twoi on whofe account it had been 
made, prote/led againft it; declaring, that they would 
not re/ign thejir authority before the ides of December, 
the due time for its expiration. The tribunes of the peo- 
; pie, thinking this a favourable opportunity for them to 
appear again, and make fome figure, threatened, with an 
air of authority, to fend the two refraflory magiftrates 
to prifon, if they did not obey the fenate. But Servilius 
Ahala, one, of the military trilmnes, after having fcvercly 
reprimanded the tiibunes of the people for treating his 
colleagues in fo haughty a manner, declared, that if Ser- 
gius Und Virginius continued obftinate, he would name 
a diftator". The two magiftrates, finding it fruitlefs to 
refift any longer, abdicated their magiftracy ; and the peo- 
ple chofc fix new tiibunes, namely,. L. Valerius* L. Ju- 
lius, M jEmilius, Cn. Cornelius, Csfo #abius, and Fu- 
rius Canrillus. Thefc new magiftrates were ordered to ^ 
re-commence the fiege of Veii but when the troops came 
to be raifed, the tribunes of the people kindled frelb 
broils, by di/Tuading the old foldiers from paying the taxes, < 

as if th^y were exempted from that burden by being in* 
lifted. The difturbances raifed on.this occafion were fo 
great, that the tribes could not agree in the choice of more 
than eight n^w tribunes of the people; however, the ma- 
jority.of thefe eight named two more, in defiance of the 
Trebonian law. This incident afforded C. Trebonius, 
one of the prefent tribunes, an opportunity of drawing 

« Liv, lib. ▼. sap. t. 
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the difpleafure of the people upon three of his colleagues $ 
but they diverted the hatred of the public from ihem- 
felveSi by turning itagainft Sergius and Virginius, the two 
generals of the lall year, who were both cited before the 
people, and condemned to pay a great fine for mifeon- 
"dutS. This profecution had the defigned effedl: 5 for the 
people were fo intent upon it, that they forgot the Trebo- 
rian law, and every other caufe of oppofition 

The tribunes renewed the domeftic broils, and pro- 
pofed two law's ; the firft requiring a partition of the 
lands as formerly ; the fecond excufing the people from 
any more contributions towards the pay of the foldiers 5 
and, in fa^l, they would not fuffer them to pay the taxes i 
fo that the legions, being deprived of their fubfiftence, 
began to mutiny. B^ut at length all was quieted, by choof- 
ing a plebeian into the military tribunelhip. His name 
was P. Licinius Calvus. The other five were, P* MEclius, 
P. M^nius, Sp. Furius, L. Titinius, and L. Publilius. 
Licinius, though a plebeian, was an old fenator ; for, 
fomc time fince, the confiderablc plebeians bad begun to 
•be admitted into the fenate. The tribunes of the people 
were fo much rejoiced to fee a plebeian raifed to the fu-|| 
preme niagiftracy, that they dropped their oppofition to 
the tax j fo that the foldiers, receiving their pay, refumed 
their courage,- -made themfelves m afters of Anxur, which 
belonged to the Volfci, and carried on the fiege of Veil 
with great refolution and perfeverance, though they fuf- 
fcrcd-much from the fevere cold of the wifiterP. 

Licinius having difeharged his truft with univerfal ap- 
probation, the centuries chofe, for the year following, 
five military tribunes out of the plebeians, and only M. 
Veturius of the patricians. Thefe five were, C. Dui- 
lius, L, AtiniA, Cn. Genucius, M. Pomponius, and Vo- 
lero Publilius. Their adminiftration proved glorious ; for 
they carried on the fiege of Veil with vigour, and entirely 
defeated the confederate forces of the Falifei and Ca~ 
penates, who came to the relief of thebqfieged city; but 
the extreme coldnefs of thie weather changing of a fuddeii 
to excefiivc heat, occaGoned a mortality both among men 
and cattle (C). * j 


* Liv, lib. v> cap.' 9, 10* P Idem ibid. cap. ii, 12. 

(C) Hereupon the Sibylline " beds were placed in a temple 
books being confulted,* the du- round a plentitul table; and 
umviri pretended to find there the fiatues of Apollo, Latona, 
a new fort of expiation. Three Diana, Hercules, Mercury, 

and 



Roman Mijlor^, 

In the mean time the patricians, , taking advantage of 
the prefent (late of affairs to recover the chief offices of 
the republic, and knowing the fuperftition of the people, 
reported, that the uncommon feverity of the laft winter, 
and the prefent year’s plague, were puniffiments from the 
gods, who were difpleafed to fee all diftindlionsof families 
confounded, and plebeians placed in the highefl: offices. 
By thefe infinuations, and by propofin'g only fiich candi- 
dates to the centuries as were of fuperior merit, they dif- 
pofed them to favour the nobility : accordingly they re- 
ftored the military triburiefliip to the patrician order, raif- 
ing to that office L. Valerius, L. Furius, M. Valerius, 
Servilius, Q^Sulpitius,’ and the famous Camillus, all 
patricians ‘i. During their adminiftration, Rome^ was 
aftoniflied with a prodigy. It happened to be a very dry 
fummer j neverthelefs the lake of Alba fwelled on a fud- 
den to fuch a height, as to cover the tops of the rocks 
which furrounded it ; whereas it had never before reached 
;to the foot of them. This accident was much talked of 
in the camp before Veil ; and, as in long ficges, the fol- 
diers on both fides frequently become acquainted, they 
talked of the prodigy from their differtfht camps; but an 
old foldier of the Veientes, while the others were making 
merry with the prodigy, cried out in an enthufiaftic man- 
ner, “ Veil (hall never be taken till all the water is run 
out of the lake of Alba.” A Roman centinel, who had 
great faith in divination, hearing him, afked who the old 
man was; and being informed that he was a diviner, 
made him prifoner by a flratagem, and carried him before 
the Roman general, who fent him to the fenate. .The 
old man declared, that what he had faid was agreeable to 
an ancient tradition written in fome prophetic books of 
his country ; and that, if the Romans iould draw the 
water out of the l:\ke, Veii would be taken : but he ad- 
vifed them to take particular care, that the drains, which 

1 Liv. lib. V. cap. 14. 

and Neptune, taken down from fiiends, flrangers, and even 
their niches, laid on the beds, enemies ; all law-fuits, dif- 
and ferved with magiiifi^ntre- putes, and aiiimofities were 
pads for eight diiys together, fufpended, and' the very pri- 
Thefe public ceremonies were foners releafed, to partake of 
imitated in private families; the pirblic diverlions (i) , 
every one' kept open houfe for 

(1) Liv, lib, V. cap. 13. Sigenius & Fighius in Faft. Capitol. 
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fliauld be made to carry it off, did not convey it to tbc fea.^ 
Though the fenate was unwilling to truft the alTertion erf 
the diviner, yet they thought the matter of fuch confe- 
quence, as to fend a lieputation of three patiicians to 
Delphi, to confult the oracle 

Thcfe returned the next year, while L. Julius, L. Fu- 
rius, L. Sergius, A. Pofthumius, A, Manlius, and P. 
Cornelius, all patricians, were military tribunes. The 
anfwer of the oracle was, to the great furprize of the fe- 
nate and people, perfedfly agreeable to the advice and 
prediftioii of the old man. The fenate, therefore, im- 
mediately fent out pioneers to make a canal, which might 
carry off the waters of the lake, and convey them all over 
the iiclda in trenches. This wonderful work fubfifts to 
this &ay, and the waters of the lake Albano run through 
it The cJedlion of the prefent military tribunes being 
defedfive with regard to the auguries, they all abdicated, 
and, after a fhort interregnum, were fuccceded by fix 
new ones, all plebeians i to wit, L. Atinius, P. Maelius, 
L. Titinius, P. Maenius, Cn. Gcnucius, and P. Licinius- 
Atinius and Genucius marched with fome troops to op- 
pofe a great body^of Hetrurians, who were coming to at- 
tack the Roman intrenchments before Veii ; but the tM^o 
tribunes falling into an ambufli, Genucius was killed, and 
his colleague driven out of the field. The news of this 
defeat fo terrified the fenate, that they had recourfe to a 
didfator. M. Furius Camillus was accordingly raifed to 
that fupreme dignity. He named P. Cornelius Scipio for 
general of the horfe, and ordered new troqps to be raifed. 
Tha people contended who fhould firft lift under the 
banners of fo renowned a commander. The Latins and 
Hernici fent him a ftrong fupply of their heft troops. 
On his taking the field, he came to a battle with the 
united forces of the Falifci, Capenates, and Hetrurians ; 
and having entirely defeated them, fat down before VeiJ, 
and puftied on the fiege with incredible vigour ; but the 
befieged defending themfelves with more courage than 
ever, Camillus, defpairing to carry, by affault, a place 
which had a whole army for its garrifon, had recourfe to 
mines and fapping. His pioneers, gwhom he divided into 
fix companies, relieving one z^nother, and the work con- 
tinually advancing without interruption, a paftage under- 
ground was opened to the caftle. The didlator then 
thinking himfelf fure of conqueft, fent tp the fenate, to 

* Idem ibid. cap. 46* * Vide Kircber. Vet. Lat. lib. iii. 

know 



177 


7hi Roman Htji6ry. 

know how they would have the fpoils of the city difpofed 
of. The queifion was debated with great warmth j Ap- 
pius Claudius was for having the rich plunder , of Veil 
made a fund for the payment of the troops j but Licinius, 
thinking that this would give rife to endlefs murmurs and 
feditionS) propofed, that the fpoils fhould be divided be- 
tween the army and thofe citi2en3 who fhould be in the 
camp when the town was taken^ This advice prevailed; 
and a decree was made, giving leave to all the citizens to 
go to the camp, and take their fhare of the booty. Ac- 
cordingly vaft numbers flocked thither, well armed, and 
joined the diftator’s troops in the attack 

The fignal being given for the aflTault, part of the army Yr. of FI. 
fcaled the walls, while the foldiers in the mine Tallied out, - 
and fpread themfelves in feveral bodies through the town. 

One fell upon thofe who were defending the walls \ an- u 
other broke down the gates ; and the whole Roman army - 
entering the city, put all thofe to the fword who did not Veil taken, 
furrender their arms. Thus was the rich city of Veii after a ten 
taken, like a fecond Troy, after a ten years Cege. The 
booty, which was exceeding rich, Was divided among the 
foldiers; but the prifoners of free condition were fold to 
the befl bidder, and the money ariGng from thence placed 
in the public treafury ; but though this was the only part 
of the fpoil from which the public reaped any benefit, 
the people murmured, and inveighed both againll the fe- 
nate and the didlator. 

The difpleafure of the multitude Was increafed with re- *Thepeoph 
gard to Camillus, by fome fingularities in the pomp of his 
triumph ; for he entered the city in a magnificent chariot, 
drawn by four horfes, milk-white, and coloured his face du£t* 
with vermiliop. White horfes, fince the expulfion of the 
kings, had been allowed only to Jupiter and the Sun ; 
and the ftatues of the gods were commonly painted with 
vermilion. The people, therefore, in the midft of the 
praifes which they bellowed on the di£l:ator, could not, 
without a fecret indignation, behold him afFefting a pomp, 
which put him upon a level with the gods. What ftill 
more incenfed the people, was his demanding back from 
them a tenth part of the fpoil of Veii, to difchai^c a vow, 
which he had m^de to Apollo juft before the auault, and 
afterwards forgot. This ill-timed demand irritated the 
people againft him ; and the tribunes gladly feized fo fa« 

Yourabte an occafion of encrealing their prejudice. Jn 

> Llv. lib. V. cap. i8— ao. 
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the mean time, it was propafed to buy fuch a vafe of gold 
with the produce of what the foldiers returned, as might 
flicw Greece the magnificence of the Roman republic;, 
but there being little gold to be found in the city, the la- 
idics, of their own accord, contributed all their toys and 
ornaments, of which a vafe with two handles was madcy 
weighing eight talents, and three fenators were fent to 
Delphi with it. In return for this inftance of female ge- 
nerofity, the republic granted them two favours: i. That 
funeral orations fhould be made for illuftrious women, a& 
for great men. 2. That they fhould have leave to ride in 
chariots at the public games ^ 

Next year, the republic being under the government of 
fix:* military tribunes, P. Cornelius Cofliis, P. Cornelius 
Scipio, M. Valerius, C^efo Fabius, L. Furius, and Q^Scr- 
vilius, all patricians ; Sicinius Dentatns, a tribune of the 
people, propofed, that half of the fenators, knights, and 
people of Rome, fhould go and fettle at Veii. The af- 
fair, according to cuftom, was carried before the fenate ; 
and the fathers, efpecially Camillus, oppofed it with 
great warmth. They feared, that two fuch cities would, 
by degrees, become two di^rent Hates, which, after a 
deftruftive war with each other, would at length fall a 
prey to their commdh enemies. They therefore protefted, 
that they would fooncr die than confent to fo uiireafon- 
able a law. By this refolute behaviour, Camillus, and 
the other fenators, rendered this projeft abortive 

Notwithftatiding the oppofition made by Camillus to 
this law, be was chofen one of the fix mHitary tribunes 
fof the year following. His colleagues were, L. Furius, 
P. Cornelius Scipio, C. ^milius, Sp. Pofthumius, and 
L. Valerius. The condufl of the war againft the Falifci 
being committed to the care of Camillus, he befieged Fa- 
lerii, their capital city, and furrounded it with Knes ; but 
at fo great' a diftance from the walls, that there was fuf-. 
ficient room for the befieged to take the air, without 
danger. The Falifci had brought from Greece the cuHom 
of committing afl their children to the care of one man, 
appointed to inttruft them in all the branches of polite 
literature, to Condu£k them into the fields for the benefit 
of "the air, and fee them perform the cxercifcs proper for 
fheir age. The children had ufed often to walk with 
their mafter without the walls of the city before the fiege, 
aitd their feara of an enemy, who kept quiet, and at fuch 


^ ^lut. ia Camillo. . Liiv. Iib« aj^.14. 
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ll diftance, wcfe not great enough to make them difcon- 
tinue that exercife afterwards. The fchoolmaller proved 
a traitor : he at firft led the youths only along the walls ; 
then he carried them a little farther 5 and at length, when 
a favourable opportunity offered, he led them through 
the guards of the Pioman camp, quite to the general’s 
tent. As they were the children of the belt families in 
the place, their treacherous leader, when he came int6 
Camillus’s prefence, addreffed him thus: With thefe 

children I deliver the place you befiege into your hands t 
they were committed to my care and tuition ; but I prefer 
the friendfhip of Rome to my employment at Falerii.” 

Camillas, flruck with horror at this treachery, ordered 
his lidlors to (trip the traitor, to tie his hands behind him* 
and to furnifh the youths with rods to feourge him back 
again into the city. The Falifci, moved by this generous T^he Falifci 
aftion, immediately fent a deputation to Camillus, to to 

treat of a furrender, though they had a little before pro- 
teflcd, that they would rather undergo the fate of the 
Veientes than fubmit to Rome. Camillus referred the 
deputies to the fenate, which they addreffed in the fol- 
lowing manner: Rome, confeript fathers, has juft now 

gained a viftory over us, which can never be {hameful 
to us in the fight either of gods or men. We fubmit to 
you, from a pcrfuafion, that we cannot live more happily^ 
than under the laws of a republic in which juftice and 
probity reign. The Romans and Falifci are this day giv- 
ing two great examples to p offer i ty j you, in preferring 
jultice to viffory ^ we, in rather yielding to the charms or 
virtue than to the force of arms. We furrender ourfelves 
into your hands. Command the Falifci to lay down their 
arms, to give you hoftages, and to receive a Roman gir* 
rifon : we will obey, and open our gates. .{hall 

never repent of fubjeQing ourfelves to your government; 
nor (hall you ever have reafon to complain of our being 
Unfaithful.'' The fenate heard this addrefs with pleafure ; 
but left to Camillus the terms of the peace which was to 
be made with the Falifci, not as a conquered people, but 
as with a nation which voluntarily fubniltted to the do- 
minion of the republic. He therefore entered into an al- 
liance with them, and demanded only the expences of 
the prefefft campaign. He then led back his army to 
Rome, where his foldiers increafed the number of his. 
enemies. They had promifed thcmfelves great riches from 
the plunder of Faferii ; and thinking Camillus had given 
the Falifci too favourable terms, they gonfidered their . 
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general as an anemy to the people ; fo that their hatred 
to this hero encreafed with his reputation 

While Cainillus was thus employed, two of his col- 
leagues, i^lmilius and Pofthumius, having united their 
forces, defeating bhe j¥lqui ; but w^hile the arms of the 
republic profpered abroad, new difturbances were raifed 
at home. When the time came for elefting tribunes of 
the people, the multitude was for continuing thofe who 
had propofed the law for migrating to Veii ; and the patri- 
cians were refolved to re-eledl: thofe who had oppofed it 9 
but the former prevailing in the comitia by tribes, the 
promoters of the law were re-chofen. The patricians, in 
revenge, determined, if poffible, to rcftorc the confular 
government: accordingly^ In the comitia by centuries, 
where they had mod fway, L. Lucretius Flavus, and Se- 
verus Sulpitius Camerinus, were chofen confuls. Dur- 
ing their adminiftration, Sicinius, the tribune, ufed his 
utmofl; endeavours to get the law pafled for removing half 
the people and fenate to Veii. A. Virginius and Q^Pom- 
ponius, two of the tribunes of the people for the laftyear, 
who had oppofed it, were cited to appear before the 
tribes, and finetj ten thoufand afes of brafs. The whole 
fenale was offended at this fentence, but efpecially Ca- 
millas, who advifed the confeript fathers to appear in 
the comitium, when the tribes aflembled to determine the 
affair, as men prepared to defend their temples, their 
houfhold gods, and their country. Accordingly the pa- 
tricians by tears, intreaties, and the more powerful argu- 
ments drawn from religion, prevailed fo far, that the law 
was rejefted, though by a majority of one tribe. The 
fenate was fo well pleafed with the people, that the next 
morning a decree was paffed, affigning fix acres of the 
lands of Veii, not only to every father of a family, but to 
every fingle perfon of tree condition. On the other hand, 
the people, delighted with thisr liberality, -made no oppofi- 
tion to the cledlion of confuls. L. Valerius Potitus, and 
M. Manlius Capitolinus, were raifed to the confulaie, 
and began their year by performing the vow made by Ca- 
millus, when diti^ator, to celebrate the Great Games, 
Of thefe there were two forts, the one celebrated every 
year in the month of September, in honour of Jupiter, 
Juno, and Minerva 9 the other called Votive, or extra- 
ordinary, had no fixed day, and was celebrated in honour 
of Jupiter only. This year the Volfinii, one of the twelve 

* PlViL in Camillo. Liv. lib. v. cap, 16, 27. 
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Hetrurian nations, alarmed at the fate of VelJ and FalecH, 
took arms agalnft Rome, and, being joined by the Salpi- 
nates, made incurfions into the Romai) territory ; but a 
contagious diftemper obliged the republic to fufpend her 
revenge. The two confuls being fei^cd with it, the fuper^ 
flitious multitude imagined they had been inaufpicioufly 
chofen. They were therefore ordered by the fenate.to 
refign y. 

Upon their refignation an interregnum enfued, during inter- 
which the republic was governed by three prefidents, regnum, 
Valerius Potitus (not the conful), Camillus, and Corne- 
lius Scipio, who fucceeded each other for a few days. 

Valerius held an alTembly for the cle£lion of fix military Military 
tribunes, (wliich fort of government was now re -eftablifli- tnhuntt 
ed), that, in cafe fome of the fuprcme magift rales fbould 
be infefted with the contagion, there might ftill.be others 
to take care of the public. By a cenfus taken this year, it 
appeared, that the number of citizens, able to bear arms, 
amounted to one hundred fifty-two thoufand five hundred 
and eighty-three No wonder, therefore, that numer- 
ous armies were often raifed within the walls of Romc^ 
itfelf. The troops, fince their receiving pay, were more 
obedient than formerly to their commanders, who kept 
them in the field fummer and winter. They had never 
had a more gallant or experienced commander than Ca- 
millus. The frontiers of the republic were now extended 
above fixty miles beyond the Tiber, and the people feem- 
ed to be in a date of tranquility, and perfeftly reconciled 
to the fenate: but this unufual profperity was interrupted 
by the Gauls ; a memorable cvei;it, which almoft ruined 


the Roman nation. 

At this time envoys arrived at Rome from the inhabit- 
ants of Clufium, imploring the alliftance of the republic 
agaiiilt an army of Gauls, which had made an irruption 
into Italy, and now befieged their city. The occafion of 
the irruption and fiege was this : Arunx, one of the chief 
men of Clufium, in Hetruria, had been guardian to a Qaull, 
young lucumo, or lord of a lucumohy, and had educated 
him in his houfe from his infancy. The lucumo, as foon 
as he was of an age to feel the force of paflion, fell in 
love with his guardian's wife, and found means to convey 
her away. Arunx endeavoured to obtain reparation for 
the injury he had received; but the lucumo, by his in- 
tereft and money, gained over the magiftrates ; fo th^t the 
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injured guardian, finding no proteftorB in Hetruria, re# 
folvcd to make his application to the Gauls. The people 
to whom he chofe to addrefs himfelf were the Senonesj 
and, in order to Engage them in his quarrel, he acquaint* 
jcd them with the great plenty of Italy, and made them 
talle of feme Italian wines. The Senones thus allured and 
encouraged, refolvcd to follow his advice. A numerous 
aritiy was immediately formed, which, palEng the Alps 
under the conduii of their Hefrrurian guide, and leaving 
the Celtx in Italy unmolefted, fell upon Umbria, and 
poffefled tbemfelves of all the country from Ravenna to 
Picenum. They fpent about fix years in fettling them- 
felves in their new acq^uifitions, while the Romans were 
carrying on the fiege pf Vcii. At Ipngth Arunx brought 
the Senones before CiuGum, in order tobefige that place, 
where his wife and her lover refided*. 

The Romans, notwithftanding the daily conquers made 
by the Gauls, feem to have been under no apprchenfion 
or any danger j for at this tiihe Camilliis, the only ge^ 
ncral they had capable of making oppofitionto fuch for- 
midable neighbours, was aedufed by Apujeius, one of the 
•tribunes of the people, of having applied to his own ufe 
fpme fpoils tah^n from the Hct'rurians, particularly a brafs 
door brought from Vei|. His friends, not finding them- 
felves ftrong enough to proteft him, promifed to pay the 
fine which Ihould DC laid upon him ; but Camillus, hav- 
ing too great a foul to bear the affront of a public con- 
demnation, retired from Rome, and went voluntarily 
into banifhment 

He Was no fooncr gone than the envoys* mentioned 
above, arrived. The fenate, being unwilling to engage 
in an open war with a people who had never offended 
them* fent an embafiyof three young patricians, all bro- 
thers, of the Fabian family, to effefi an accommodation 
between the two nations. Thefe amballadors, being arrived 
at the camp of the Gauls, and conducted into the council, 
offered the mediation of Rome and demanded of Bren- 
RUs, the ICad^of the Gauls, what injury the Clufini had 
done him or what pretenfioQs any people from a re- 
mote cotmtry could have upon Hetrarla^ Rreupus anCwer- 
qd prpudW^i' Ws i%ht lay in his fiawjrd, and that all 
thii^gs^^be^uged tp the brave; but' th^ta. without having 
rpeourfc to Cms pdnfiitive law ofi nature, had a juft cpm^ 
pUint ag^lhft the Cleans, who^ having more laiids than 
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tliey cOuiA daltivate, had refufed to yield to him thofc 
they kfc wtilkd. And what other motivea bad you« 

Romana (faid he), to ccwcjucr fo many neighbouring na- 
tions P You have deprived the Sabines/ the Albans^ the 
Fidenates, the ^qui, and the Volfci, of, the bell part o{ 
their territories- Not that we accufe you of injufticei 
but it is evident that you confidered this as the prime and 
molt ancient of all laws> to make the weak give way to 
the ftrong. Forbear, therefore, to intereft yourfelvts for 
(he Clulini ; or allow us to take the part of the people 
you have fubdued 

The Fabii were provoked at fo haughty an anfwer^ 
but, didembling their refentment, defired leave to go 
into the town, under pretence of conferring with the ma- 
giftrates. But they were no fooncr admitted into the 
place, than they began to excite the inhabitants to a vi- TAeimprrnm. 
gorous defence ; and, forgetting their charafter, they put Ma~ 

thcmfclvesat the head of the bcficgcd in a faHy, in which ^ 

Q^Fabius, the chief of the ambaffadors, flew one of the ambaj^^ 
principal officers of the Gauk Provoked by this outrage, uan, 
Brennus, calling the gods to witnefs the perffdioufnds of 
the Romans, and their violating the law of nations, im* 
mediately broke up the fiege of CluBum, and marched 
leifurely to Rome, having fent a herald before him to de- 
mand, that thofe ambalfadors, who had fo manifeffly vio- 
lated the law of nations, (hould be delivered into his hands. 

The Roman fenate was perplexed between their regard 
for the law of nations, and their affeflion for the Fabii. 

The wifeft of the fenate thought the demand of the GauU 
juft and reafonable j however, as it concerned perfons of 
great confc(|uencc and credit, they referred the affair to 
the people alFembled by curiae. As the Fabian family was 
very popular^ the curiae were fo far from condemning the 
three brothers, that, at the next eleflion of military tri#- 
bunes, they were the ffrft chofen. Brennos, looking Brnma 
upon the promotion of the Fabii as an affi^ont on his nar marchn u 
tion, haftened his march to Rome**- 

His army being very numerous, the inhabitants of th« 
towns and villages, through which he pafled, left their 
habitations at his approach ; but he made no halt, de- 
claring that his defl^ was only, to be revenged on the Ro« 
mans. The fix miHtaiy Fabius, Caefo Fa« 

bias, CaiusFabius, (^hulpitms, (^Servilius, and Sextus 
Cornelius, inarched out of Rome at the head olF forty 
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thoufaiid men, without cither facrificing to the gods, or 
confulting the aufpices ; efTential ceremonies among a peo*» 
pie that drew their courage and confidence from the pro- 
pitious figns which the augurs explained. As moft of 
the military tribunes were young, and men of more va^ 
lour than experience, they advanced boldly againft the 
Gauls, whofe army amounted to feventy thoufand effec- 
tive men. The two armies met near the river Allia, about 
fixty furlongs from Rome. The Romans, that they might 
not be furrounded by the enemy, extended their wings fo 
far as to weaken their centre. Their heft troops, to the 
number of twenty-four thoufand men, they polled be- 
tween the river and the adjoining hills ; the reft they 
placed on the hills. The Gauls firft attacked the latter, 
who being foon put into confufion, the forces in the plain 
were ftruck with fuch terror, that they fled without draw- 
ing their fwords. In this general difordcr, moft of the 
foldiers, inftcad of returning to Rome, fled to Vcii ; fomc 
were drowned as they endeavoured to fwim crofs the Ti- 
ber \ many fell in the purfuit by the fwords of the con- 
querors, and fomc reached Rome, which they filled with 
terror and confternation, by reporting that all the reft 
were cut off. The day after the battle, Brennus marched 
to the neighbourhood of Rome, and encamped on the 
banks of the Anio, Thither bis fcouts brought him ad- 
vice, that the gates of the city lay open, and that not one 
Roman was to be feen on the ramparts. This intelligence 
made him apprehenfive of feme ambufeade, as he could 
not fuppofc, that the Romans would abandon their city 
to be plundered and facked without making any refiftance. 
On this conflderation he advanced ilowly, and his deli- 
beration gave the Romans an opportunity to throw into 
the Capitol all the men who were fit to bear ^rms. They 
carried into it all the provifions they could procure ; and, 
that they might lafl the longer, admitted none into the 
place but fuch as were capable of fervice. 

As for ’the city, they had not fufficient forces to defend 
It; and therefore the old men, women, and children, 
feeing themfclves abandoned, fled to the neighbouring 
towns. The Veftals, before they left Rome, took care 
to hide every thing appropriated to the gods, which they 
could not carry off. The two palladiums, and the facred 
fire, they took with them. When they came to the Janicu- 
lu6, one Albinius, a plebeian, who was conveying his wife 
^nd children in a carriage to a place of fafety, feeing the 
(a^red virgins bending under their load, and their feet 
" • wpvinde^ 



7he Roman Hiflory- 

vounded by the rough pavement, caufed his family tb 
alight, put the prieflelTes and their gods into the carriage, 
and condufted them to Caere, a city of Hetruria, where 
they met with a favourable reception. The veftals re- 
mained at Csere, and there continued to perform the ufual 
rites of religion ; and hence thofe rites were called cere- 
monies. While the reft of the citizens wer^ providing 
for their fafety, fourfcore of the moft illuftrious men, ra- 
ther than fly from their native city, chofe to devote them- 
felves to death by a vow, which Fabius, the high pontiff, 

E ronounced in their names. The Romans believed, that 
y thefe voluntary devotements to the infernal gods, dif- 
order and confufion were brought among the enemy. Of 
thefe brave old men fome were pontifices, others had been 
confuls, and others generals of armies, who had been ho- 
noured with triumphs. To complete their facrifice with 
a folemnity and pomp becoming the magnanimity and 
conftancy of the Romans, they dreffed themfelves in their 
pontifical, confular, and triumphal robes, and, repairmg 
to the forum, fcated themfelves there in their curule 
chairs, cxpedling the enemy and death with the greateft 
conftancy *. 

Brennus, having fpent three days in ufelefs precautions, 
entered the city on the fourth day after the battle. He 
found the gates open, the walls without defence, and the 
houfes without inhabitants. Rome appeared to him like 
a mere defert ; and this folitude encreafed his fufpicion. 
He could not believe, either that all the Romans were 
lodged, in the Capitol, or that fo numerous a people 
fliould abandon the place of their nativity. On the other 
hand, he could no where fee any armed men but on the 
walls of the citadel. However, having fiift fecured all 
the avenues to the Capitol with ftrong bodies of guards, 
he gave the reft of his foldiers leave to difperfe themfelves 
all over the city, and plunder the houfes. Brennus him- 
felf advanced into the forum with the troops under his 
command, in good order 5 and there he was ftruck with 
admiration at the unexpefted fight of the venerable old 
men, who had devoted themfelves to death. Their mag- 
nificent habits, the majefty of their countenanced, the 
filence they kept, their modefty and conftancy at the ap- 
proach of his troops, infpired him with a belief that tht:y 
were fo many deities ; for they continued as motionlefs 
ftatues, and faw the enemy advance without betraying 

*= Pli4t, in CRpiillo. Liv, lib. v. cap. 37—40. 
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the kaft canccm. The Gauls kept a great while at an 
awful diltairce from them, bdng afraid to approach. At 
kngth one foldier, bolder than the reft^ having, odt of 
Gurioilty, touched the beard of Papiriusy fenior, be, 
not being ufed’ to fuch familiarity, gave him a blow on 
the head with bis ivory ftaff. The foldier immediately 
killed him; and the reft of the Gauls, following his ex-* 
ample, flaughtered all thofe venerable patriots without 
mercy ^ 

After this malTacrc, the erremy fet no bounds to their 
fury. They plundcFcd all places, dragging thofc Romans 
who had (hut themfclvcB up in their houfes, into the 
ilreets, and there put them to the fword, without diftinc-* 
tioR of age or fex. Brennua then invelled the Capitol ^ 
but being repulfed with great k>fs, in order to be re- 
venged of the Romans for their rebftance, he refolved tu 
lay the city in albes. Accordingly, by hi» command, the 
feddiers fet fire to the houfes, dem^iflied the temples, and 
pu^Hc edifices^ and raaed the walls to the grounds Thus 
was the famous citv of Rome entirely deftroyed ; nothing 
was to be feen in the |dace where it ilood, bm 3 few little 
hills covered with ruins, and a wafte, in which tlie Gauls, 
who invefbed the Capitol, were encamped. Brennus, 
finding he fhould never be able to take a place, which na- 
ture had fo well fortified, otherwife than by famine, 
turned thefiege into a blockade. But, in the mean time, 
his army wanting provifions, he fent put parties to pil- 
lage the fields, and raife contributions in the neighbour^ 
ing cities. One of thefe parties appeared before Ardea, 
wlierc Camillus had now fpent two years in privacy and 
retirement. Notwithftanding the affront he had received 
at Rome, the Icxvc he bore his country was not in the leaft 
diminilhed. The fenatc of Ardea being met to deliberate 
on the meafures to be taken with relation to the Gauls, 
Camillus, more afHi£bed at the calamities of his country 
tihan at his own banifhmenc, defired to be admitted into 
the council, where he prevailed upon the Ardcates to arm 
their youth in their own defence, and refufe the Gauls 
admittance into their city. 

The Gauls had encamped before the place ; and, aa 
they defpifed the Ardeates after they had made tbem- 
fclvcs mafters of Home, they preferved neither order nor 
difeipline in the camp, but (pent whole days in drinking. 
CAinillttSy having eafily perfuaded die youth of the city 

^ liVi iihi v« Cfip4 fi. 
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to follow him, marched out of Ardea in a dark iugh% 
furprifed the enemy drowned in wiiyci an4 made a dread- 
ful daughter of them. Thofe^ who tnad^ th^ir efcape 
under the (belter of the nighty fell next day into the hands 
of the pcafanta, by whom they were maflacred without 
mercy. This defeat of the enemy revived the courage 
of the Romans fcattered about the country, efpecially of 
thofe who had retired to Veil after the unfortunate battle 
bf Allia. There was not one of them who did net con- 
demn himfelf for the exile of Camillas^ as if be had 
been the author of it ; and, looking upon that great man 
as their laft refource, rclblved to choofe him for their 
leader. Accordingly, they fent without delay meflen- 
gers to him, befeeching him to take into his protcftion 
the fugitive Romans, and the wrecks of the defeat at 
Allia. But Camillus would not accept of the command 
of the troops, till the people, alTerabled by curiae, had 
legally conferred it upon him. He thought the public 
authority was lodged in the hands of thofe who were 
Ihut up in the citadel, and therefore would undertake no- 
thing at the head of the Roman troops, till a commillioa 
was brought him from thence. 

To procure this, was very difficult, the place being in- 
vefted on all fides by the enemy. However, ono Pontius 
Cominius, a man of mean birth, but bold, and ambitious 
of glory, undertook the fervice. He put on a light habit, 
furrounded with pieces of cork to keep him a-noat, and 
plunging into the Tiber above Rome in the beginrving of 
the night, fuffered himfelf to be carried down with the 
llream. Thus wafted to the foot of the Capitol, he land- 
ed at a (leep place, where the Gauls had not thought it 
ncccffary to port any centinels. There he mounted, with 
great difficulty, to the rampart of the citadel, and having 
made himfeif known to the guard, was admitted into the 
place, and conducted to the raagiftratea. The fenate be- CamiJlui 
ing immediately alTembled, Pontius gave them an account numifimted 
of Camillus’s victory, and, in the name of all the Romans 
at Veil, demanded that^ great captain for their general. 

There was not much time (pent in debates : the curiee- be- 
ing convened, the a£l of condemnation, which harl been 
palled on Camillus, was abrogated, and he was named 
di(£lator unanimouOy. Pontius waa immediately dif- 
patched with tbs decree ; and the fame good fortune, 
which had attended him to the Capitol, aecompamed 
him in his return. Thus was Camillus, from the (late of 
banilhment, raifi^ at once to bo foverorgn magiHrate of 
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his country. He was indeed proclaimed dictator in his 
abfence, contrary to cuftom : but this was a fmall defedt 
in point of form, which the neceflides of the ftate made 
necclTary. His promotion to the command was no fooner 
known, than foldiers flocked from all parts to his camp ; 
infomuch that he foon faw himfelf at the head of above 
forty thoufand men, partly Romans, and partly allies, who 
thought themfelves invincible under fo great a general 
While he was employed in taking proper meafures to* 
raife the blockade of the citadel, fome Gauls, rambling 
round the place, perceived on the fide of the hill, the 
print of Pontius’s hands and feet. They obferved like- 
wife, that the mofs on the rocks wa^ m feveral places 
torn up ; and concluded) that fome perfon had lately af- 
cended to the Capitol. The Gauls made their report to 
Brennus of what they had obferved ; and that experienced 
commander laid a defign of furprifing the place by the 
fame way that the Roman had afcended. With this view 
he chofe fuch foldiers as had dwelt in mountainous coun- 
tries, and been accuftomed to climb precipices. Thefe 
he ordered, after he had well examined the nature of the 
place, to afccnd in the night the fame way that was mark- 
ed out for them, climbing two a-breaft, that one might 
fupport the other in furmounting the fteep parts of the 
precipice. By thefe means they advanced with much dif-* 
ficulty, and more danger, from rock to rock, till they ar- 
rived at the foot of the wall. They proceeded with fuch 
filence, that they were not difcovered or heard, either by 
the centinels who were upon guard in the citadel, or even 
by the dogs, that are ufually awaked and alarmed at the 
leaft noife. But though they eluded the fagacity of the 
dogs, they could not efcape the vigilance of the geefe- 
Somc of thefe birds were kept in a court of the Capitol, 
in honour of Juno. Notwithftanding the want of provi- 
lions in the garrifon, they had been (pared ; and as thefe 
creatures are naturally quick of hearing, they were alarmed 
at the fird approach of the Gauls ; fo that, running up 
and dov/n, cackling, and flapping their wings, they aw aked 
Manlius, a. gallant foldier, who fome years before had 
been conful. He forthwith founded an alarm, and was 
the firft man who mounted the rampart, where he found 
two Gauls already upon the wall. One of thefe lifted up 
his battle-ax to ftrike ; but Manlius cut off his right-hand 
at one blow, and ftruck the other with his buckle^ fo 
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Violently, that he was precipitated from the top af the 
rock to the ground, and drew many after him in his fall ; 
while the Romans crouding to the place, overthrew theru 
as fall as they reached the fummit. As the nature of the 
ground would not fufFcr them to make a regular retreat, 
or even to fly, moft of them, to avoid the fwords of the 
enemy, threw themfelves dowR the precipice ; fo that 
very few returned to their camp 

As it was the cuftom of the Romans at that time not to 
fuffer any commendable action to pafs unrewarded, the 
tribune Sulpitius affembled his troops next morning, in 
order to beftow the military rewards on thofe who had 
diftinguifhed themTelves on the preceding night. Man- 
lius was firft named, and, in acknowlegement of the im- 
portant fervice he had juft rendered the ftate, every fol- 
dier gave him part of the corn which he received fparingly 
from the public ftock, and a little meafure of wine out of 
his fcanty allowance j an inconfiderable prefent indeed 
in itfelf, but very acceptable at that time to the perfon on 
whom it was beftowed. The tribune’s next care was to 
punifti the negligent ; accordingly, the captain of thft 
guard, who ought to have had an eye over the centinels, 
was condemned to die, and, purfuant to his fi^tence, 
thrown down from the top of the Capitol. TThe Romans 
extended their punilhments and rewards even to the ani- 
mals. Geefe were ever after had in honour at Rome, 
and a number of them always kept at the expence of the 
public. A golden image of a goofe was crefted in me- 
mory of this event, and a goofe every year carried in tri- 
umph upon a foft litter finely adorned ; whilft dogs were 
held in abhorrence by the Romans, who every year im- 
paled one of them on a branch of elder ^ 

The blockade of the Capitol had lafted feven months ; 
fo that the famine began to be vci:y fenfibly felt both by 
the befieged and befiegers. Camillus, fince his nomina- 
tion to the didlatorfhip, being mafter of the country, had 
pofted ftrong guards on all the roads; fo that the Gauls 
were in fear of being cut to pieces. Thus Brennus, who 
befieged the Capitol, was himfelf befieged, and fufFered 
the fame inconveniencics which he made the Romans un- 
dergo. Befides, a plague raged in his camp, which was 
placed in the midft of the ruins of the demolilhed city, 
his men lying confufedly among the dead carcafes of the 
Romans, who had been llain, and lay unburied. So great 

h Liv. lib. V. cap. 47. Plut. in Camillo. &: de Fortuna Rom< 
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A number of tbem died in one quarter of the city, that it 
was afterwards called Bufta Gallica, or the place where 
the dead bodies of the Gauls were burnt. But the Ro- 
mans in the Capitol were reduced to extremity, and ig- 
norant of the lamentable condition to which the enemy’s 
army was brought, and tjf the Heps Camillus was taking 
for their relief. That great general only waited for a fa- 
vourable opportunity to fail upon the enemy, but, in the 
mean time, fulFcred them to pine away in their infeCled 
camp, not knowing the extreme want the Romans endur- 
ed in the Capitol, where they were fo deftitute of all forts 
of piwifions, that they could no loijger fubfifl:. From 
the mutual diilrefs on both (ides, the centinels of the Ca- 
pitol, and thofc of the enemy's army, began to talk to one 
another of an accomniodation. Their difeourfes reached 
the ears of their leaders, who were not averfe to the 
defign. 

The fenatc, not knowing what was become of Camil- 
lus, refolved to enter upon a negocialion, and empowered 
Sulpitius, one of the military tribunes, to treat with the 
Gauts, who made no difficulty in coming to terms, they 
being no lefs dehrous than the Romans to end the war. 
In a conference, therefcM'e, between Brennus and Sulpi- 
tius, an agreement was made, and fwom to, importing 
that the Romans (hould pay to the Gauls a thoufand 
pounds weight of gold, that is, forty-five thoufand pounds 
fterling *, and the latter raife the fiege of the Capitol, 
and quit all the Roman territories. On the day appointed, 
Snlpkius brought the ftipulated fum, and Brennus pro- 
duced the fcales and weights. We are told, that the 
weights of the Gauls were falfe, and their fcales untrue 5 
which iniquity Sulpithis complaining of, Brennus, inllead 
of F^dreffing the injuRiQe, threw his (word and belt into the 
fcale, exclaiming, •• Vc viftisi Woe to the conquered !*' 
Sulpitius was fo (linig with this infult, that he declared 
his opinion for carrying (he gold back into the Capitol, 
and &ilaining the fiege to the laft extremity ^ but others 
thought it advifeable to proceed, fince they had fubmitted 
to a far greater cUl^mee, tn agreeing ^0 pay any thing. 

Duruig theCe difputes between the Roman deputies and 
the Gauls, Camillus advanced with his army to the gates 
of the city, where being informed of what was tranfaft- 
iog, he commanded the main body to follow bun flbwly, 
and in good order, while be, with a feleA body, haften^ 
to the place where the parties were met. The Romans, 
overjoyed u bis imeiEpe^ed worn for him, 
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fts the fupreme magiftrate of the republic, gave him sn 
BccDunt of the treaty they had made with the Gauls, and 
complained of the injuftice and rapacity of Brennus. 

They had fcarce done (peaking, when Camillas cried out. 
Carryback this gold into the Capitol; and you, Gauls, 
retire with your fcales and weights. Rome muft not be 
redeemed with gold, but with fteel.” Brennus replied, 
that he contravened a treaty which was concluded and 
confirmed with mutual oaths. “ Be it fo, (anfwcred Ca- 
millus); yet it is of no force, having been made by an in- 
ferior magiftrate, without the privity or confent of the 
diftator. I, who am invefted with the fupreme authority 
over the Romana, *dcclar'C the contra£i: void.” At thele 
words Brennus flew into a rage, and, both fides drawing 
their fwgrds, a confufed feufile enfued among the ruins 
of the houfes, and in the narrow larves. The Gauls, af- 
ter an inconfiderable lofs, thought fit to retire within their 
camp, which they abandoned in the night, not caring to 
engage Camillus’s whole army, and, having marched eight 
miles, encamped on the Gabinian Way. Camillas pur- 
fued them as (bon as it was day, and gave them a total 
overthrow. The Gauls, according to Livy, made a faint 
refiftancc. It was not, fays that author, fo much a battle 
as a (laughter. Many were (lain in the adion, more in 
the purfuit ; but the greater number were cut off, as they 
wandered, the fields, by the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing villages. In fhort, there was not a Gaul left to 
carry to his countrymen the news of this fatal cataftrophe. 

The camp of tlie Barbarians was pliindered ; and CamiL 
lus, loaded with fpoils, returned in triumph to the city, 
the foldiers, in their fongs, ftyling him Romulus, fa- 
ther Oi his country,' and l^ond founder of Rome 

As the houfes of Rome were all demolilhed, and the The tri~ 
walls rated, the tribunes of the people renewed, with 
more warmth than ever, the old proje<^, of a law for di- ^ 

viding the fenate and government between the cities of 
Veil and Rome^ Mofl: of the tribunes were for entirely to Feiu 
abandoning their old ruined city, and making Veil the foie 
feat of the empire. The people were inclined to favour 
this projei^, Veil offering thm a place fortified by ^rt 
and nature, good houfes ready built, a wholfome air, and . 
a fruitful territory ; but they had no materials for rebuild- 
ing a city, were exhaufted by misfortunes, and their 
Rrength was greatly dimimihed. Thefe conCderadonfl,. 

^ Fluh de Fortuna Rom^ lib* v. cap* 49* 
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inspired them with a reludlance to fo great an undettaW-^ 
ing, and emboldened the tribunes tp utter feditious ha- 
rangues againft Camillus^ as a man too ambitious of being- 
the reftorer of Rome. They even infinuated, that the 
name of Rotnulus, which had been given him, threatened 
the republic with a new king. But the fenate fupported 
Camillus, and, being defirous to fee Rome rebuilt, con- 
tinued him, contrary to cuftom, a full year in the office 
of dictator; during which time he made it his whole bu- 
finefs to fupprefs the ftrong inclination of the people to 
remove to Veii. Having affembled the curix, he expof- 
tulated with them, and, by arguments drawn from pru- 
dence, religion, and glory, prevailed upon them to lay* 
afide all thoughts of leaving Rome. As it was neceffiary 
to have the refolution of the peode confirmed by the fe- 
nate, the dictator reported it to tM fathers, leaving every 
one at liberty to vote as he pleafed. While L. Lucretius^ 
who was to give his opinion, was beginning to fpeak, a 
centurion, wffio, with his company, had been upon guard, 
and was then marching by the fenate-houfe, cried out 
aloud, ‘‘ Plant your colours, enfign. This is the heft: 
place to ftay in/' Thcfe words were confidered as dic- 
tated by the gods, and Lucretius, taking occafion from 
them to urge the neceffity of flaying at Rome, An hap- 
py omen ! (cried he), I adore the gods who gave it.'* 
The whole feiiate applauded his words, and a decree was 
pafled without op^ofition for rebuilding the city h 

Though the tribunes of the people were defeated by 
Camillus in this point, they refolved to exercife their au- 
thority againd another patrician, who had indeed de- 
ferred puniflimenL This was Q^Fabius, who had vio- 
lated the law of nations, and thereby provoked the Gauls, 
and occafioned the burning of Rome. His crime being 
notorious, he was fummoned by C. Martius Rutilus be- 
fore tbe alTembly of the people, to anfwer for his conduct 
in his embiffy. The criminal had reafon to fear the fe- 
vereft punifhment ^ but his relations affirmed, that he 
died fuddenlyi an accident which generally happened, 
when the accufed perfon had courage enough to prevent 
his condemnation, and the ffiame of a public punifli- 
rnent™. On the other hand, the republic gave a houfe 
fituate on the Capitol to M. Manlius, as a monument of 
his valour, and of the gratitude of his fellow-citizens. 
Camillus clofed this year by laying down his didlatorfhip \ 

1 Plut. in Ca^iillo, Liv. lib. v. cap. 50; 55. ^ Liv. lib. vi. 
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wliereupon an interregnum enfued, during which he go* 
verned the ftate alternately with P. Cornelius Scipio ; 
and he prefided at the elcftion of neV/ magillrates, when 
L. Valerius Poplicola, L. Virginius Tricoftus, P. Corne- 
lius ColTus, A. Manlius Capitolinus, L. ^milius Mainer- 
cinus, and L. Pofthumius Albinus, were chofen. 1 he 
firft care of thefe magiftrates was to colleft all the anci- 
ent monuments of the religion and civil laws of Rome, 
which could be found among the ruins of the demolillieJ 
city. The laws of the Twelve Tables, and fome of the 
laws of the kings, had been written on brafs, and fixed 
up in the forum ; and the-treaties made with feveral na- 
tions had been engraved on pillars erc£led in the temples. 
Pains were therefore taken to colleft the ruins of thofe 
precious monuments 5 and what could not be found was 
fupplied by memofjjl^ The pontifices, on their part, took 
care to re-cltablifh the religious ceremonies, ami made 
alfo a lift of lucky and unlucky days Among the 
latter, the feventcenth day of Auguft was particularly 
marked as execrable, on account of two unfo'*tiinatc 
events, namely, the deftruQion of tlie three hundred- f a- 
bii near the Cremera, and the defeat of Aliia by the 
Gauls. On this day, no facHfice was offered, no juftice 
adminiftered, and no expedition begun. 

The governors of the republic applied themfelves wholly 
to rebuild the city. Plutarch relates, that as the work- 
men were digging among the ruins of the temple of Mars, 
they found Romulus’s augural ftaff untouched by the 
flames-, and obferves, this was looked upon as a prodigy, 
from whence the Romans inferred, that their city would 
continue for ever. The expence of rebuilding private 
houfes was partly defrayed out of the public treafure. 
The rediles had the dire£fioii of the works, but fo little 
tafte for order or beauty, that the city, when rebuilt, was 
even lefs regular than in the time of Romulus. And 
though, in Auguftus’s time, the temples^ palaces, and 
private houfes, were built in a more magmficent manner 
than before, yet even then thefe new decorations did not 
re£lify the faults of the plan upon which the city had been 
built after its firft demolition. 

n Idem Ibid. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

From the Rebuilding of Rome, to the Firji 
Punic or Carthaginian War. 

SECT. I. 

From the Rebuilding of the City, to the Roman Army 
being forced by the Samnites to paf under the Take ; 
and the Treaty with that People. 

R ome was fcarce rellored, when her citizens were 
alarmed by the news, that all^er neighbours were 


Defeats the 
Foffei and 
Latins. 


confpiring her deftruQion. The the Volfci, the 

Hetrurians, and even her old allies the Latins and the 
Hernici, entered into an alliance, in hopes of crufhing 
her before flie had recovered her (Ircngth. The republic, 
under this terror, nominated Camillus didlator a third 
time. This great commander, having appointed C. Ser- 
vilius to be general of borfe, fummoned the citizens to 
take arms, without excepting even the old men. He di- 
vided the new levies into three bodies. The firft, under 
the command of A. Manlius, he ordered to encamp under 
the walls of Rome ; the fccond he fent into the neighbour- 
hooiofVeii; and marched himfelf, at the head of the 
third, to relieve the tribunes, who were clofely befieged 
in their camp by the united forces of the Volfci and La- 
tins- Finding the enemy encamped near Lanuvium, on 
the declivity of the hill, he polled himfelf behind it, and, 
by lighting fires, gave the diltrcfled Romans notice of his 
arrival. The Volfci and Latins, when they underftood 
that Camillus was at the head of an army newly arrived, 
were fo terrified, that they ftiut themfelves up in their 
camp, which they fortified with great trees cut down in 
liafte. The diflator, obferving that this barrier was of 
green wood, and that every morning there arofe a great 
wind, which blew full upon the enemy’s camp, formed 
the defign of reducing it by fire. With this view he or- 
dered one part of his army to go by break of day with 
fire-brands to kindle the wood to windward of the camp, 
and the othe^ to make a vigorous attack on the oppofite 
fide. By this contrivance the enemy was entirely de- 
feated, and their camp taken. Camillus then com- 
manded the flames to be extinguifliedj in order to fave the 
^ booty. 
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booty, with which he rewarded his army ; a bounty the 
more agreeable, becaufe unexpefted from the rigid difla- 
tor. He then left his fon in the camp, to guard the pri- 
foners ; and entering the country of the JEqm, made lum- 
felf mafter of their capital city Bola. From thence he 
marched againft the Volfci, whom he entirely reduced, 
after they had waged war with the Romans for a hundred 
and feven years. Flaving fubdued this untradtable people, 
he penetrated into Fletruria, in order to relieve Sutrium, 
a town in alliance with Rome, at that time befieged by a 
numerous army of Hetrurians. But he did not reach the 
place before it bad capitulated. The Sutrini, being 
greatly diftrefled for want of provifions, and exhaufted 
with labour, had furrendered to the Hetrurians, who 
granted them nothing but their lives. In this deflitute 
condition they were going in fearch of new habitations, 
when they met Camiilus leading an army to their relief. 

The unfortunate multitude threw themfelves at the 
diiid:ator*s feet, who, moved at this melancholy fight, de- 
fircd them to rcfrcfti themfelves, adding, that he would 
foon transfer their forrows from them to their enemies. 

He imagined, that the Hetrurians -would be employed in 
plundering the city, without being on their guard, or 
obferving any dlfcipline. And in this conjedlure he was 
not miftaken. The Hetrurians did not imagine, that the 
dictator could come fo fpeedily from fuch a diitance to 
furprife them ; and therefore the Roman army palTcd 
through the territory of Sutrium, without finding any ad- 
vanced guards, and even entered the city before the ene- 
my had any notice of their approach. In a word, he fur- Recovers 
prifed the Hetrurians, who were employed in plundering Sutrium 
the houfes, and carrying off the booty, or in feaftirig oii 
tuc provifions they had found. He put many of them to Yiaiu' 
the fword ; made an incredible number of prifoners, and 
reftored the city to its ancient inhabitants, who had not 
waited in vain for the performance of the dilator’s pro- 
mife. After ihefe glorious exploits, the great Camiilus 
entered Rome in triumph a third time “ (B). 

Camiilus 


^ Plut. in Camill, 


(B) This honourwas decreed 
for having conquered the Vol- 
fci, made himfelf mafter of the 
capital city of the jEqui, and 
retaken Sutrium from the He- 
tiurians. The greateft part of 
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Camillas having refigned his diftatorfliip, the republic 
chofe fix new military tribunes, Q; Quinftius, Ser- 
vius, L. Julius, L. Aquilius, L. Lucretius, and Ser. Sul- 
pitius. During their adminiftration the country of the 
^qui was laid wafte, in order to deprive them of the 
power to revolt; and the two cities of Cortuofa and Con- 
tenebra, in the lucuniony of the Tarquinienfes, were 
taken from the Hetrurians, and entirely demolilhed. At 
this time it was thought proper to repair the Capitol, and 
add new works to that part of the hill where the Gauls 
had endeavoured to fcale the citadel. Thefe works were 
efleemed beautiful, as Livy informs us, even in the time 
of Auguftus, after the city was adorned with a variety 
of decorations p. 

Rome being reinflated in her former flourifhing con- 
dition, the tribunes of the people began to renew their fe- 
ditious harangues, and revive the difpute about the divi- 
fion of the conquered lauds. The patricians had appro- 
priated to themfelves the Pomptin territory lately taken 
from the Volfci, and the tribunes embraced this opportunity 
to raife new difturbances. But the citizens being fo 
drained of their money, that they had not enough left to 
cultivate new farms, and flock them with cattle, the de- 
clamations of the tribunes made no imprelTioii upon their 
minds, fo that the projedl: vanifhed. As for the military 
tribunes, they owned, that their eleftion had been de- 
fedive, and therefore, they voluntarily laid down their 
ofirce. So that, after a ftiort interregnum, during which 
M. Manlius, Ser. Sulpitius, and L. Valerius Potitus, go- 
verned the republic, fix new military tribunes, L. Papirius, 
C, Sergius, L. jEmilins, L. Menenius, L. Valerius, and 
C. Cornelius, were chofen for the enfuing year, whicK was 
employed in works of peace- A temple, which had been 
vowed to Mars during the war with the Gauls, was built, 
and confecrated by T. Quinftius, who prefided over the 

P Liv. lib. vi. cap. 

With the remainder were of all his rivals. Envious men 
bought three vafes of gold, had hitherto afcrlbed the great- 
whlch, with Camillus's name eft part of his viftories to 
infcribed on them, wereplaccd chance. But, after thefe three 
. at the feet of Juno in the tem- laft expeditions againll three 
pie of Jupiter. Thus did the different nations, envy itfelf 
glory of Camillus eclipfe that was lilent (i), 

(i) Plut. ibid, Liv. lib. vi. cap, 2. & 3. Macrob, part i. cap. 2. 
Eutrop. lib. iu 

afl'dirs 
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affairs of religion. As there had hitherto been but few 
Roman tribes beyond the Tiber, which had a right of fuf- 
frage in the comitia, four new ones were added, under the 
names of the Stellatina, Tramontina, Sabatina, and Ar- 
nienfis ; fo that the whole number now amounted to 
twenty-five. 

The expedlatlon of an approaching war induced the 
centuries to chufe Camillas one of the military tribunes 
for the next year. His colleagues were Ser. Cornelius, 
Q^Servilius, L. Quiniflius, L. Horatius, and P. Valerius. 
As all thefe were men of moderation, they agreed to inveft 
Camillus with the foie roanagement of military affairs, 
and accordingly, in full fenate, transferred all their power 
into his hands j fo that he became in effeft diftator. It 
had been already determined to turn the arms of the re- 
public againft the Hetruriansi but upon advice that the 
Antiates had entered the Pomptin territory, and obliged 
the Romans, who had taken pofleflion of it, to retire, it 
was thought neceffary to humble them before the republic 
engaged in any other enterprize. Camillus allotted to 
each of the five military tribunes an employment fuitable 
to his rank- He joined P. Valerius with himfelf in die 
command of the army which he was to lead againft the 
Antiates ; Q^Servilius was placed at the head of a body 
of troeps, which was to continue in Rome, and be in rea- 
dinefs to march againft the Hetrurians or Latins and Her- 
iiici, in cafe they took the field; the third army conlifted 
of old men, and fuch citizens as were excufed, on ac- 
count of their infirmities, from taking the field. I'he 
command of thefe was given to L, Quindlius, who was 
appointed to guard the walls of the- city L. Horatius’s 
province was, to fupply the troops with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and provifions- Laftly, the fuperintendency of civil 
affairs, the comitia, the laws and religion, were com- 
mitted to the care of her. Cornelius. So that none of the 
military tribunes was left without employment: they all 
readily accepted the provinces which Camillus alfigned 
them: Valerius only refufed to be equal with Camillus; 

You ftiall be my di£lator, (faid heL ^ ferve 
under you as general of the horfe.” 

The Antiates had joined the Latins and Hernici near 
Satricum, fo that the Romans, alarmed at their prodigi- 
ous number, feemed backward to engage. Camillus per- 
ceiving their reluftance, inftantly mounted his horfe, and 
riding through the ranks of the army, “ Fellow fcldiers, 
(cried he), why do not 1 fee that joy and defire of fighting 
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In your loots ivliich you ufed to have ? Have you forgot 
who I am, who you, and who your enemies arc? Have 
not the Volfci and Latins been the occafion of your gain- 
ing immortal fame ? Have you not conquered Veii, de- 
feated the Gauls, and delivered Rome, under my cem- 
mand ? Am I not Camillas, becaufe I have not the title 
of dictator ? Do you but attack the enemy, and we (hall 
fuccced as ufual. You will conquer, and they will fly/' 
Having uttered thefe words, he difmounted, took the ne!Jtt 
llandard-bearer by the hand, led him towards the enemy, 
and cried out, Soldiers, advance.” The foldiery were 
afhamed not to follow a general who expofed himfelf to 
the firft attack ; and therefore having railed a great fliout, 
they fell upon the enemy with incredible fury. Camilltis, 
in order to increafe their eagernefs, commanded a Itan- 
dard to be thrown into the middle of the enemy’s batta- 
lions ; a circumltance which made the foldiers, who were 
fighting in the firft ranks, exert all their refolution to re- 
cover it. The Antiates, not being able any longer to 
withftand the Romans, gave way, and were entirely de- 
feated. The Latins and Hernici feparated from the Vol- 
fci, and returned home. The Volfci, thus abandoned 
by their allies, took refuge in the neighbouring city of 
Satricum, which Camillus immediately inverted, and took 
by alfaulc. The Volfci threw down their arms and fur- 
rendered at diferetion. He then left his army under the 
command of Valerius, and returned to Rome, to folicit 
the cbnfent of the fenate, and to make the nccefl'ary pre- 
parations for undertaking the fiege of Antium 

But, while he was propofing this affair to the fenate, 
deputies arrived from Nepete and Sutrium, two cities in 
alliance with Rome in the neighbourhood of Hetruria, 
demanding fuccours againft the Hetrurians, who threat- 
ened to befiege them. As thefe were the keys of Hetruria, 
the expedition againft Antium was laid aficle, and Ca- 
millas commanded to haften to the relief of the allied 
cities with the troops which Servilius had kept in readinefs 
at Rome, in cafe of an emergency. Camillas immediately 
he gan his march and, upon his arrival before Sutrium, 
found that important place not only befieged, but almoft 
taken, the Hetrurians having made the?nfelves matters of 
fome of the gates, and gained ppffeflion of all the avenues 
Jeading to the city. Howeve^^, the inhabitants no fooner 
heard that Camillus was come to their relief, than they 

4 Liv. lib. vi. c»p. 7 , 8 . 
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recovered their courage, and, by raifing barricadocs in 
the ftreets, prevented the enemy from making tliemfelves 
mafters of the whole city. Camillus, having divided his 
army into two bodies, ordered Valerius to march round 
the walls, as if he defigned to fcale them, while he, with 
the other, undertook to charge the Hetrurians in the 
rear, force his way into the city, and fhut up the enemy 
between the be/ieged and his troops. The Romans no 
fooner appeared, than the Hetrurians fled through a gate 
which was not invefted. Camillus’s troops made a dread- 
ful daughter of them within the city, while Valerius put 
great numbers to the fword without the walls* From re- 
conquering Sutrium, Camillus haltened to the relief of 
Nepete. But that city being better afFedled to the He- 
truriaiis than to the Romans, had voluntarily fubmitted to 
the former. Wherefore Camillus, having invefted it with 
his whole army, took it by affault, put all the Hetrurian 
foldiers, without diftimftion, to the fword, and condemn- 
ed the authors of the revolt to die by the axes of the liftors. 
Thus ended Camillus's military tiibuneftiip, in which he 
glorioufly maintained the great reputation he had formerly 
acquired ^ 

Nevcrthelefs he did not enjoy it without a rival. M. 
JVIanlius, M'^ho had faved the Capitol, could not bear to fee 
his glory eclipfed by that of Camillus He was, indeed, 
one of thebraveft foldiers Rome had ever produced ; but 
his ambition and vanity were yet greater than his valour- 
However, he did not attempt any thing till Camillus's 
fourth military tribunefliip was expired. But no fooner 
was the government put into the hands of fix new military 
tribunes, A. Manlius, P. Cornelius, T. Q^inftius, L. 
Onindius, L. Papirius, and C. Sergius, than be endea- 
voured to darken the glory of a man whom he looked 
upon as his rival. “ After all, Camillus’s chief glory 
(faid he), is his having recovered Rome out of the hands 
of the Gauls, which he could never have done had I not 
firft faved the Capitol ; fo that his glory is founded upon 
mine. Nor did he conquer the Gauls till they had been 
tired with a long fiege \ but I repulfed them from the 
Capitol, when they were fluftied with fuccefs. A whole 
army fhared Camillus*s glory, but Manlius bad no com- 
panion in his.” By thefe, and other fuch infinuatioiis, he 
gave vent to his envy-, but finding himfelf unable, by 
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noble afjions to oulfliine Camillus in reputation, in order 
to gratify his ambition, he began to court the multitude, 
and even entered into the fadiion of the tribunes of the 
people. Though a patrician by birth, he inveighed 
agaiiift the nobility, and efpoufed the caufe pf the people 
in the affair of the diflribulion of lands. He even oppofed 
the rich whenever they feized their debtors, and fet at 
liberty thofe who were already in chains : fo that he was 
always attended by a kind of guard made up of thofe 
whom he had thus afllfted. The fenate, alarmed at his 
proceedings, thought it nccefhiry to create a dii^dator, to 
prevent the evil confequenres of his too great popul.iritv, 
and to crufh the rifing faclion. The army, which tlie 
Volfci had juft then railed, furniflied them with a Ipccious 
pretence for takipg fuch nicafurLS. 

The dlclatorfhip was given to A. Cornelius Cofl'us, who 
named T. Q^inQius Capitoiinus to be general of the 
horfe. The ditlator came to an engagement with the 
Volfci in the Pomptin territory, and entirely defentt-d 
them, though much more numerous than the Romaus. 
Among th.e prifoners were found many Latins and Mcr- 
nici of diftin£lion, who confefted that they had afted by 
authority. Hereupon the didfntor kept his army in the 
field, not dpubting hut heftiould be foon employed againft 
thofe faithlefs allies. But the difturbances raifed by the 
fadfious Manlius called him back to the city. It was 
necefTary to examine into the defigns of that ambitious 
man, whofc popularity svas become dangerous, and 
gave umbrage in a republican ftate, where the magif- 
trates were always upon their guard againft any thing 
that tended to monarchy. His bounties made fo ftrong 
an impreffion on the multitude, that they feemed ready 
to fupport him in any enterprize he fliouid under- 
take. He reported, that the nobility, not content to rob 
the people of their right toalliare in the conquered lands, 
had concealed, with an intent to appropriate it to their 
own ufe, the gold which was tg have been given to the 
Gauls, and had been raifed by the voluntary contributions 
of all the citizens, who were then in the Capitol : a trea- 
fure which alone Ayouhl be fufheient to difeharge all the 
debts of the poor plebeians. He even promifed to {hew 
them, in due time, the place where this treafure was con^ 
cealed 3 fo that the whole care of the populace was tp 
draw thofe riches out of the hands of the patricians". 




Plut. ibid. Liv. lib. vi. cap, n, 
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Sucb was the pofture of affairs at Rome, when the dic- 
tator Coffus returned thither. He poftponed his triumph 
till he had re-eftablifhed the public tranquility. He af- 
fembled the fenate ; and, finding the fathers inclined to 
fupprefs Manlius’s infolence, he ordered his tribunal to be 
placed in that part of the forum where the comitia were 
held, and fent a liAor to cite Manlius to appiiar before Manlius 
him. Manlius obeyed the fummons, but attended with 
his ufual guards. The affembly looked like tw^o armies 
drawn up in battalia againft each other. Silence being 
proclaimed, the diefator challenged Manlius to declare, as 
he had promifed, the perfons who had concealed the pre- 
tended treafures, and the place w^here they were hid ; 
otherwife he threatened to fend him to prifon as an in- 
cendiary and flanderer. Manlius, inflead of anfwcring 
dircdlly, extolled his own merit, and reproached the pa- 
tricians with avarice and cruelty. He concluded his fpeech 
with faying, that, as to the fecreted treafure, the fenators, 

V I j had concealed it, were better qualified than he to dif- 
Cover ihe place. This being no more than an evafion, the 
duS'itor deGred him either to perform his promife to the 
people, or to confefs that he had calumniated the fenate. 

Manlius replied, that his being prelled to declare the 
pl.ice where the gold was hoarded, was a proof that the 
fenue had removed it beyond the reach of the moll cu- 
rious enquiry. But this anfwer was fo unfatisfa£lory, 
that the dldlator immediately ordered him to prifon. We and com* 
have, on this occafion, a furpriGng inftance of the fub- 
iniiTinii of the Romans to the command of a lawful ma- 

S iftrate. The people, however feditioufly devoted to 
i.mllus, took no ftep to hinder the execution of the fen- 
ten'; e. There was not an angry exprefiion heard, or a 
threatening look feen, in the whole all'embly. Manlius 
only, when the liclors feized him, cried out, addrelling 
his complaints to the gods, “ O Jupiter, heft and greatefl:, 

O Juno, queen of heaven, Minerva, and all who refide 
in the Capitol, will you fuffer your champion and de- 
fender to be thus treated by his enemies ? Shall this right 
hand, with which I drove the Gauls from your fanfluaries, 
be locked in chains Tbefe exclamations raifed no 
difturbance among the mulftitude. His moft zealous ad- 
herents exprefl'ed their concern only by putting on habits 
of mourning, neglecting to cut their hair and beards, 
crowding about the doors of the prifon, and there lament- 
jing his misfortune. 


In 
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111 this time of affliftion the diftator Coflus received the 
honours of a triumph. But the multitude exprefled a 
deep concern. Some were heard to fay, that ColTus did 
not fo much triumph over the Volfci, as over an oppreffed 
citizen. Nothing, faid they, remains to complele the 
generars triumph, but to have the unfortunate Manlius 
^ht finale led before his chariot in chains. In order to appeafe the 
riff people, the fenate thought it necelTary to fhew them fome 
fit indulgence. They afl'embled, and, of their own motion, 
him at ordered a colony of Roman citizens to be fent to Sutrium, 
where they allotted to every man two acres and an half of 
arable land. This unexpefted bounty was fo far from fa- 
tisfying the malcontents, that it encreafed their rage and 
jealoufy ; for they looked upon this liberality of the fenate 
as an artifice to induce the citizens to abandon Manlius : 
fo that the feditioti gained ground, and the fury of the 
populace increafed ftill more, as foon as Coffus’s di^^iVator- 
fnlp wavS expired. The multitude, being now free from 
the dread of an uncontrolable magiftrate, no longer kept 
within bounds. The people, furrounding the prifon day 
and night, threatened to break it open. fenate, 

fearing left the incenfed populace fhould execute Mdiat 
they threatened ; and that Manlius, being let at liberty by 
fuch violent means, ftiould carry his refentment to fome 
violent extreme, thought fit to put an end to the difturb- 
ance, by releafing him of their own accord. But thiji 
weak meafure ferved only to provide the populace with a 
flingerous leader, provoked by the fhame ot hisimprifon^ 
Dieiit, and incapdble of following fober counfels ^ (D). 

When 


t Liv. lib. vi. 

(D) During thefe fedit'ions, 
ambafladors arrived from the 
Latins, the Hcrnici, and the 
cities of Circai and Vclitra, 
demanding that the prifoners 
taken by the dii 51 .ator in the 
Jate atffion with the Volfci, 
might be delivered up to them. 
The different reception they 
met with fhews the diftinftion 
which the Romans always 
made between nations in al- 
liance with them and Roman 
colonies. Cirexi and Velitrse 


cap. 17. 

were upon the foot of colo- 
nies, but the Latins and Herni- 
ci only in alliance with Rome; 
the latter enjoyed their own 
laws ; the former were fub- 
je^t to the laws of Rome, The 
ambafladors, therefore, of the 
Latins and Hernici, were re- 
ceived', though their demand 
was rejedted ; nor did the Ro- 
mans difpute their right of 
fending an embalfy. But the 
deputies of Circei and Veli- 
tr* were ordered immediately 



70J 


*The Roman Hijlory. 

When new magiftrates were elected for the next year, 
Camillus was chofen military tribune a fifth time, the re- 
public wanting a governor of his reputation to ttem the 
tide of the prefent troubles. With him were joined Ser.- 
Cornelius, P. Valerius, Ser. Sulpicius, C. Papirius, and 
T. Quindfius. The confidence of Manlius, and the 
ftrength of his faftion, were now much encreafed by the 
timorous conduft of the fenate. The mutineers met at 
Manlius's houfe. There he fpoke his mind without re- 
ferve, exhorting the multitude to lhake off the yoke they 
groaned under, to abolifh didfatorfliips and confulates, to 
eftablifh an exafl: equality among all the members of one 
and the fame republic, and to choofe tliemfelves a head, 
who would govern and keep in awe the patricians, as well 
as people. If you judge me worthy of that honour,” 
faid he, the more power you give me, the fooner you 
will be in poffeflion of what you have fo long wiflied for. 
I defire authority with no other view, than to make you 
all happy.” It is faid, that a plot was formed to feize the 
citadel, and declare him king j but it is not certain, that 
he embarked in fo difficult an undertaking, or how far 
he carried his ambitious views. The fenate, alarmed at 
the danger which threatened the republic, affembled fre- 
quently to deliberate on the bed method to avert the blow. 
A decree was made, enjoining the military tribunes, to 
be watchful that the republic received no damage •, a form 
of words never ufed but in great dangers, and which in- 
vefted thofe magiftrates with an authority almoft equal to 
that of a didtator. Different means were propofed for de- 
feating the defigns of Manlius. All, except the tribunes 
of the people, wTre for affaflinating the author of the fe- 
dition. But as fuch an attempt would have occafioned 
much bloodffied, two of thofe tribunes, M. Maenius, and 
CT PubliUus, thought it more advileable to punifl^ him by 
the ufual forms of law. They offered to profecute him 
before the comitia, not doubting that the people, when 
they faV their tribunes become his accufers, would imme- 
diately defert his caufe^ 

This advice was approved, and Manlius fummoned to 
his trial before the comitia by centuries. The crime laid 
to his charge was aiming at the fovereign power ■, and, 
as this was capital, the accufed appeared before his judges 

to depart, and not to appear hadlio right to ftnd ambalTa- 
b^fore the people, fince they dors (i). 

(0 Liv. lib, vi. cap. 17. 
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in deep mourning. But neither his own brothers, nor 
any of his relations, changed their drefs, nor folicited the 
judges in his bchvilf, as was ufually done by the friends 
of a perfon accufed ; fo much did the love of liberty pre- 
vail in the hearts of the Romans over all the ties of blood 
and kindred. Livy obferves, that he could not find in 
any author what dire£t proofs the tribunes brought of 
Manlius's afpiring to the regal power. However, he fup- 
pofes that they had fufficient proofs, fincc nothing but the 
circumftance of the place where he was tried, prevented 
his immediate condemnation. They could fee the Capi- 
tol, which Manlius had preferved, from the Campus 
Martius, where his fentence was to be pronounced; and 
this fight alone abated the refentment of the centuries 
againft the criminal 5 fo that the people, who could nei- 
ther refolve to condemn nor acquit him, delayed pro<- 
nouncing fentence more than once, and every time poll- 
poned this affair for three market-days. In the mean 
time, Manlius omitted nothing that could move his judges 
to companion. He produced above four hundred ple- 
beians, whofe debts he had paid, and whom he had de- 
livered out of the hands of their creditors. He fhewed 
the people thirty fuits of armour, the fpoih of thirty ene^ 
mies, whom he had flain in fingle combat. He was the 
firft Roman who had deferved a mural crown by fighting 
on horfeback. He had been honoured with eight civic 
crowns, for having faved in battle the lives of fo many 
citizens and had been thirty-feven times rewarded by 
his generals for extraordinary valour. He had faved in 
battle the life of C. Servilius, when general of the horfe, 
and had received two wounds on that occafion. But his 
greateft glory was his having defended the Capitol againft 
the attack of the Gauls. This important fervice fup- 
ported the criminal, notwithftanding the evident proofs 
of his crime. Looking often at the Capitol, he called 
upon Jupiter and the other gods for fuccour, conjuring 
the people to turn their faces to that fandluary, and think 
of the gods, who refided there, when they were going to 
pronounce judgement. The people, having before their 
eyes the place where, by fighting fo valiantly againft the 
Gauls, he had faved R.omc, could not refolve to find him 
guilty. The tribunes, perceiving their difpofition, de- 
ferred the decifion of the affair to another day, and ap- 
pointed the place of the affcmbly to be in the Peteline 
wood, without the gate Flumentana, whence the Capitql 
could not be feen. Then the objeft, which had faved 

Manliqsj, 
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Manlius, no longer dazzling the eyes of his judges, they 
forgot his gloiy, and remembered only his crime. The 
public welfare gained the afeendant over their gratitude, 
and Manlius was condemned to be thrown headlong from 
the Capitol he had preferved. The fentence was no 
fooner pronounced than put in execution : the houfe, 
where he had held his private cabals, was razed to the 
ground ; and it was decreed, that no patrician fhould 
thenceforth dwell in the Capitol, left the advantageous fi- 
tuation of a fortrefs that commanded the whole city 
fhould fuggeft and facilitate the defign of enllaving it. 
The Manlian family alfo came to a refoJution among them- 
felves, that no member of it fhould ever bear the pr^- 
nomen of Marcus. But how inconftant is the multitude ! 
Manlius was fcarce dead, when his lofs was generally la- 
mented, and a plague, which foon followed, aferibed to 
the anger of Jupiter againft the authors of his death 

The puniflimeiit of the feditious Manlius neither 
brought any diferedit upon his relations, nor leftened their 
intereft. On the contrary, his brother A. Manlius was 
chofen one of the military tribunes at the very next elec- 
tion. His colleagues were, L. Valerius, Ser. Sulpicius, 
L. Lucretius, L. ^milius, and M. Trebonius. During 
their adminiftration, the Volfci threatened the republic 
with a new war ; the cities of Cirexi and Velitrac conti- 
nued in their revolt 5 Lanuvium itfelf, which had been 
hitherto ever faithful to Rome, declared againft her, and 
all the cities of Latium feemed ready to rife in their 
turns : and, to add to the misfortunes of the republic, the 
plague ftill raged in the city. However, the fenate judged 
it ncceflary to engage the people to confent to a war. 
With this view, they promifed to divide the Pomptin ter- 
ritory among them -, and nominated five commiflioners to 
regulate the diftribution of the lands, and three others to 
lead a colony to Nepetc ; but this deign was not put in 
execution till nine years after. However, the comitia by 
tribes being alTembled, it was decreed, that a war fhould 
be declared with the feveral enemies of Rome, notwith- 
ftanding the oppofition of the tribunes of the people. 
Accordingly, an army was raifed ; but the plague conri- 
nuing to rage, the military tribunes could not lead their 
troops into the field. In the mean time, the inhabitants 
of Pr^enefte, following the example of the other colonies, 
revolted, and committed great devaftations in the territo- 

a PluC. ibid. Liv. lib. vi. cap. zo. 
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rics of the: Gabini, Tufculanb and Labicani, who conti- 
nued fteady in their alliance with Rome. Though thefe 
faithful allies brought complaints to the fenatc, of the 
hoftilities committed in their diftrifts, yet the fathers pre- 
tended not to believe them, choofing rather to diflcmblei 
than to take up arms in their prefent unhappy fituation. 
But the Romans, who fcarce ever fuffered any attempt 
againft their republic to efcape unpuniflied, only fuf- 
pended their refentment ■, for in the military tribuneftiip 
of iSp. Papirius, L. Papirius, Scr. Cornelius, Servi- 
lius, Ser. 8ulpicius> and L. ^milius, the two Papirii 
being fent againft the Veliterni, defeated them, though 
joined by great numbers from Prseneftc, and obliged them 
to take {belter within the walls of their city. However, 
the generals did not think it advifeable either to attempt 
a doubtful hege, or to carry hoftilities fo far as to exter- 
minate a Roman colony. The fenate alfo judged it more 
neceflary to purfue the war with vigour againft the Prse- 
neftini, M^ho had farther provoked the Romans, ,by afhft- 
ing their irrecoiicileable enemies the Volfci 

The importance of thefe expeditions induced the af- 
fembled centuries to raife Camillus a fixth time to the 
military tribuneftiip. He was indeed very unwilling to 
embark again in public affairs, being now very infirm, 
and appreheiifive of the viciflitudes of fortune. He there- 
fore endeavoured to decline the honour which the people 
had conferred upon him, -pleading his age and infirmi- 
ties. But the people would not hearken to bis reprefen- 
tations. “ We do not expeft (faid they) that Camillus 
ftiould perfonally engage either on foot or on horfeback ; 
or that he fhould join the bravery of the private foldier to 
the wifdom of the general. All we now defire of him is, 
to afliit our armies with his counfel, and command them ; 
this is enough to make them invincible. Camillus could 
not avoid complying with their requelt : he accepted the 
military tribuneftiip, in which he had for his colleagues, 
A. Pollhumius, L. Pofthumius, L. Furius, L. Lucretius, 
and M. Fabius Ambuflus. The command of the army, 
to be employed againft the Volfci, was decreed to Ca- 
millus by the fenate; but it fell by lot to L. Furius to be 
joined with him in the command The two generals 
commanded an army of four legions, confiding of four 
thoufand men each, which marched to Sutrium, where 
die Volfci and Prsneftini had formed a camp, and waited 

^ Idem ibid, oip. zi, aa. ^ Liv. ibid. cap. zz. 
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Trithout fear for the Romans, depending on their preat 
fuperiority in number, and flufhed with their late fuccefs 
againll Satricum, w^hich they had taken. CamilJus, whe- 
ther he waited to recover his health (for he vi^as greatly 
indifpofed), or to receive a reinforcement of troops, was 
tiDt in hafte to rilk a battle. But, in the mean time, the 
Volfci appearing drawn up in battalia, and provoking the 
Romans, the latter could hardly be reftrained from rally- 
ing out of their camp, and falling upon the enemy. 

Their ardour for fighting was increafed by the rafli dif- 
coiirfes of young Furius, who imputed the prudent delays 
of his colleague to old age, which, he faid, had chilled 
his blood. At length the Volfci advanced into the open 
fields, and carried on their lines almolh to the Roman 
camp. This was fuch an infult, as neither Furius nor 
his legions could bear. The young general, therefore, 77;^ /Jp. 
addrerting himfelf to Camillus, obferved, that he was the mans en- 
only perfon in the army for delaying the engagement ; 
and urged him to comply with the defires of the foldiers. 
Camillas anfwered, with an air of fuperiority, but with Camillus, 
great temper, that hitherto Rome had not been dilTatisfied 
either with his conclu£l: or fuccefs ; but, neverthclefs, if 


the impetuofity, which hurried the foldiers on to an en- 
gagement, could not be reftrained, he wifhed them fuc- 
cefs ; bu^ defired to be excufed, on account of his age, 
from engaging in the foremoft ranks. 

Furius drew up his troops in order of battle; but Ca- 
millus made it his bufinefs to prepare a corps de referve to 
a [Tift his colleague in cafe of diftrefs : thisjaft charged 
with great vigour, and the Volfci, feigning to give way, 
drew the Roman legions half-way up the hill, on which 
their camp was fituated; then Tallying out with frcfti 
troops, by the advantage of the ground, they obliged the 
Romans to retire in great diforder. The Volfci purfued 
them clofe to the very gates of their camp, which thofe 
brave legions, a little before fo defirous of fighting, ftrove 
by a fliameful flight to regain. Camillus, though greatly 
indifpofed, no fooner heard, that the Romans were de- 
feated, than he quitted his tent; and haftening to the gate 
of the camp with his body of referve, cried out to the 
flying legions, Is this then, Romans, the victory you 
were fo fure of? What god or man can you blame but 
yourfelves ? You are come to feek for (belter in that 
camp, which you were fo defirous to abandon ; but you 
fhall not enter it till you have repulfed the enemy.” 
Having uttered thefe word^, he put himfelf at the head 
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of tlte troops, which he had kept with him in the camp; 
and, encouraging the legions that had fled, to return with 
him to the engagement, he obliged the enemy to retire. 
Hie Volfci Next day he drew up his troops in the plain, and chaU 
defeated in lenged the enemy to a fecond engagement. Furius, whom 
^n^a°”m£nt had placed at the head of the cavalry, behaved 

hy Camil- battle, which enfued, with uncommon valour : for 

iu, the infantry being hard prefled, he prevailed upon his 

cavalry to difmount, and came fo opportunely to the re- 
lief of the foot, that the numerous army of the Volfci 
was entirely routed, their camp taken, and their chief 
commanders were either (lain, or made prifoners 
Among the captives were found fome Tufculans, who, as 
their city w^as in alliance with Rome, were feparated from 
the reft, and brought before the generals. Upon exami- 
nation, they declared, that they had taken arms with the 
confent, and by the order, of their magiftrates. This de- 
claration alarmed Camillus, who thought it neceflary to 
go in perfon to Rome with the prifoners, and lay the mat- 
ter before the fenate. During his abfence, he left the 
army under the command of Furius, who was now grown 
prudent by the ill fuccefs of his late attempt. However, 
it was generally believed, both in the camp and in the 
city, that the general’s chief bufinefs at Rome was to ac- 
cufe his colleague, whofe rafti conduct had like to have 
deftroyed the army. The fenate therefore was furprifed 
. to hear him fpeak of nothing but the revolt of the Tufeu- 
Camilluj lans. He was charged to punifh their defeftion in an ex- 
manner, and allowed to choofe any one of his 
defe€h^n uf colleagues, to command with him in this new expe- 
rt Tufeu- dition. They all made intereft to attend him, in order to 
lans, learn the art of war under fo great a general. But the 

A remark- generous Camillus, to the great furprize both of the fe- 
ahle proof, nate and army, preferred Furius to all the reft, being 
nj tnodera-- more defirous to conceal the fhame of one, who had per- 
tton in Ca- finally affronted him, than to purfue the dictates of re- 
venge ; an inftance of moderation, which gained him no 
lefs efteem and veneration than all hi* viftories ! The 
two generals began their march ; and either the artifice 
of thofe faithlefs allies, oj^ their true repentance, gave the 
wife Camillus a frefti opportunity of fignalizing his mo- 
deration : for, when he entered their territories, he faw 
the hufbandmen at work in the fields, as in times of the 
profoundeft peace ; the magiftrates of the city fent him 


7 Liv. ibid c»p, 13, ii;. 


provifions. 







jprovifions, and came out to meet him. When he enters- 
cd the city, he found the citizens, with their wives and 
children, walking about the ftreet^, without betraying the 
Jeaft fear or furprizc. The fchools and Ihops were open, 
the markets fulh and not the Icaft hgn of war cOuJd be 
diftinguifhed. The general, pleafed to find the Tufcuians 
returned to their duty, afl’embled .the chief men of their 
republic ; and, having told them, that they had found 
out the trpe fecrct of difarming, the refentment of the Ro-» 
mans, advifed to fend a deputation to Rome, and apply 
to the fenatc, who were the proper judges, whether their, 
prefent conduft was a fulficieni atonement for their paft 
defeftion. Deputies were accordingly difpatched ; who, 
being habited in mourning, with the dictator at their 
head, addreffed the confcript fathers in a fuppliant man- 
ner. The fenate readily forgave them, and foon after 
even granted them the privileges of Roman citizens (E). 
Thus ended the fixth military ) tribunefliip of the incom- 
parable Camillus ®. 

The military tribunes cbofen to fucceed him and his 
colleagues were L. Valerius, P. Valerius, L. Menenius, 
C. Scrgiiis, Sp. Papii*ius> and Ser. Cornelius, whofe ad- 
miniftration was diftiirbed by domefliic feditions, snd a 
foreign war. Sp. Pofthumius, one of the cenfors, dying, 
the other laid down his office, as the law direfted, and the 
Romans proceeded to a new ele<ftion. Rut, as the patrici- 
ans were, afraid of a ccnfus, which mull of courfe have dif- 
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(E) The municipal towns, 
and Roman colonies, enjoyed 
the right of citizenfliip, which 
bad fometimes more, fgme- 
timea fewer pritrilcges annex- 
ed to it. The municipal cities 
enjoyed thiq privilege by a par- 
ticular grant from the fenate 
and people, withoui: being 
obliged Co change their owh 
,form of government. But 
there was this difference be- 
tween them, that fome of them 
could, others could not, either 
give thtir votes, . or ftand can- 
didates for offices. This ac- 
count of the municipia, and 
the difference between them, 
Vot. X. 


is agreeable to Livy, who tells 
us, that the inhabitants of Ca- 
re were made munlcipes with 
the right of fuffrage ; and 
elfewdiere fpcaking of Fundi 
and F.ormiie, fays, that thefe 
two cities did not obtain the 
right offuffrage without much 
application, though they bad 
already the right of citizenfhip. 
As for the Roman colonies, 
they enjoyed more or fewer 
privileges and exemptions pe- 
culiar to Roman citizens, in 
proportion to their fidelity, itnd 
the fcrvices they rendered the 
republic. 
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Covered their riches, and cxceflive ufury, they pretended, 
that there was fome defefl: in the eledlion-, and thenqe 
took bccafion to declare, that it was againft the will of the 
gods that Rome fhould have any cenfors that year. On 
the other hand, the tribunes of the people ufed their ut- 
tnbll endeavours lo bring on a new eleftion of cenfors as 
foon as pofliblc. This ftruggle occahoned great difturb- 
ances ; during which the Pnneftines entered the Roman 
territory, and advanced to the very gates of the city. 
However, the tribunes would fufFer no levies to be made, 
till the fenate had recourfc to the ufual expedient, in great 
extremities. Titus Q^inftius was in all naftc nominated 
dilator ; anfl he appointed A. Sempronius to be his ge- 
neral of borfe. The Prseneftines no fooner underftood, 
that Rome had created a dictator, than they removed far- 
ther off, and troops were raifed in the city without oppo- 
fitioiT. The enemy, hoping that the banks of the Allia 
would always prove unlucky to the Romans, encamped 
on the fpot where they had been defeated by the Gauls-. 
But their hopes proved vain ; for the diftator purfued 
them, and gave them a total overthrow- They fled to 
Pr^enefte ; but the dictator coming up with them before 
they reached that place, defeated them in a fecond en- 
'gagement, took all their llrong*places in a few days, and 
then appeared before Praenefte Itfelf, which capitulated. 
Quinflius, having thus reduced the enemy, returned to 
Rome, and brought with him from Prxnefte the ftatue 
of Jupiter Imperator ; which, as an eternal monument 
of his gloi*y, was placed in the Capitol between Jupiter 
. Capitolinus and Minerva. The diftator entei^d Rome in 
triumph, and then laid down his ofRce, which haddafted 
but twenty-five days 

The complaints of the infolvent debtors, which ftill 
continued, occafioned this year an alteration in the go- 
veinmejit. Whether the affembled ceiUiiries divided the 
military tribunefhip between the patricians and plebeians 
of their own accord, 01 by cuiiftraint, is uncertain ; but 
we are told by all the ancients, that three military tri- 
bunes were chofen out of the nobility, and three out of 
the people. The patricians were, P. Manlius, C. Man- 
lius, and L. Julius; the plebeians, C. Sextiliua, M. Al- 
binius, and L. Antiftius. The two Manlii, , without 
drawing lots, were appointed tp command the army 
againft ttc Volfci> but Rome had foon occafion to repent 


■ Xiv« lib, vi. cap. %9f 
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the choice Ihe had made; for having divided their 
army, and encamped near each other, they fent out their 
cavalry to forage, without being well acquainted with the 
country. The dnemy did not think proper to intercept 
the foragers ; but found means, by a ftratagem, to draMf 
the whole Roman army into an ambufcadc. They fent 
to the Roman camps a Latin foldier, difguifed like a Ro- ^ 

man, to acquaint the generals, that their foragers were 
furrounded by the enemy, and muft be inevitably cut off, 
if not relieved without delay. This was a general alarm 
the two commanders, without fo much as thinking of de- 
taining the meflenger who brought this falfe intelligence, 
marched out of their camps with precipitation, and in dif- 
order,^ hurrying their troops into narrow paffes, where 
the Volfci lay in wait for them. The Romans, t^hough 
in diforder, fought with, incrediljle bravery, and were, 
by their defperate courage alone, preferved from total de- ^ 

ftruftion. But while they were wholly Intent on defend- T^e Roman 
ing themfelves agaiftft one body of the^enemy’s forces, camps /o- 
the other took and plundered the two Roman camps with- 
out refiftance. The ill condutR of the Manlii made the 
fenate deliberate, whether a diflator lhould*be nominat- /d, 
cd ; but the enemy attempting nothing farther, it was re- 
folved to recall the arrhy, and its commanders. During 
thefe misfortunes abroad, a profound peace reigned at 
home, which, no doubt, was owing to the (hare the ple- 
beians had in the government 

For the enfulng year the centuries chofe only patricians; 

VIZ. Sp. Furius, Servilius, C. Licinius, P. Clselius, 

M. Horatius, and L. Geganius. The people, therefore, 
renewed their ancient complaints ; and, in order to free 
themfelves from the oppreffio^is of the rich, got, at length, 
two cenfors chofen, Servilius Prifeus and Claelius Siculus, Tvjo een- 
who took an exa£f account of the people and their effefts ; fors thofWk 
and concluded the cenfus with a luftrum, which the Faf- 
ti Capitolini call the nineteenth from its inftitution. 

Nothing now remained for the cenfors to do, but to 
put an end to the difputes between the patricians and 
plebeians, by relieving the poor debtors, who were op- 
prelfcd by the exceflive ufury of their avaricious creditors. 

In the mean lime, news being brought that the Volfci 
had entered the Roman territory, and were committing 
ravages there, the cenfors fufpende^l this work, under 
pretence, that it was of more cpnfequence to the (late to 

^ Liv, Jbid. cap. 30. 
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guard agamft hoftilities abroad than djlTennons a( honhe. 
But the tribunes of the people purfued cHeir point, and^ 
playing their ufual gamej oppofed the levies j fo that the 
fenate were obliged toiflue a decree, that no perfon fliould 
be difturbed for debt, or even the payment of the ufual 
taxes, during the campaign. The levies were then made 
without oppofition, and two armies raifed, which march- 
# ing by dincrent Ways into the country, of the V’olfci, laid 

Folfci laid wafte, and returned to Rome with an immenfe booty, 
•ujafi, the etiemy not daring to appear in the field. The patri- 
ciaps no (boner found themfelves' free from the danger 
of a foreign war, than they cited their debtors to appear 
before the judges as ufual; the tribunes of the people not 
being able to lend them any afliilance fo long as peace 
continued abroad 

In the Gourfe of the following year the centuries chofe 
fix patrician military tribunes, namely, L. iEmilius, S. 
Sulpicius, P. Valerius, L. Quinflius Cincinnatus, C. 
Veturius, and C- Quinftius. During their adminiftation, 
the Latins and^olTci, engaging in a new confederacy 
agalnft the republic, took the field, and encamped near 
Satricum. The patricians had, in all likelihood, at this 
^ time, the afcei^dant over the plebeians, for three armies 

were raifed vidthout the lead oppofition ; one to guard the 
walls, another ready tb march on the firft'notice, and the 
third, which was the mod numerous, to attack the enemy 
in the neighbourhood of Satricum, under the command 
of P. Valerius and L. iEmilius. Tlicfe two generals* 
fpund the Latins and Volfci advantageoufly poded ; but 
i^everthclefs gave them battle ; and the adfion laded till it 
interrupted by fo violent a rain that; neither party 
could keep the field. It was renewed next day, and, at 
fird, with pretty equal fuccefs on both .fidcs : the Latins,, 
who had been long in alliance with the Romans, having 
Latins learnt of them the art of war. At length the Latin bat- 
^idVolfa Micr^ broken, and put into diforder, by the Roman 

’ cavalry, and a general rout of the confederate army en- 
fued. The fugitives retired in great diforder fird to 
trlcum, about tivo miles from,thefieId of battle, and from 
thence to Antium, with a defign to fecure thcmfelves in 
that cdy. But the Antiates, not thinking their city in a 
^diiion to hold out a long fiege, wert f\irrend^riD£ 
Romans upon honourable terms. 

. Liv< ibid. cap. 31^ 
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The reftof the Volfci, being alfo weary of the war, cx- 
prefled an indication to peace. But the Latins, pbfti- s^irUum 
nately bent upon purfuing the war, feparated from them 
in a great rage, which they vented upon Satricum, though 
belonging to the Volfci, and the very place which had 4 
ferved them for a retreat after their overthrow- Thejr 
'reduced the town to aflies, fparlng only a temple of rhe • 
goddefs Matuta, whom the Gr«:&,. as Plutarch informs 
us, worffiippcd under the name ofLeucothea, o^x Ino, the 
daughter of Cadmus. From Satricum they marched into ^ 

the country of the Tufculans, furprifed their city, and ruihofur- 
put all the inhabitants they met with to the fword, for prifeiuf- 
having renounced the Latin confederacy, and accepted culumj 
the privileges of Roman citizens- Great numbers of the 
Tufculans retired, with their wives and children, into the . 
citadel, and from thence fent meflengers to acquaint the 
Romans with their misfortune- An army, which had 
been kept ready againft any linforefeen accident, was im- 
mediately ffent to their relief, under the command of L. 
t)^in£l:ius and Ser. Sulpicius, two of the military tribunes, ij 
who took the place by alTault, and put all the hTitxns recovered 
within the walls of Tufculum to the fword. The tribunes, 
having thus recovered the city, led back their army to 
Rome ^ 

The peace concluded with tlie Ahtlates, and the defeat 
of the Latins, gave the republic an interval of reft from 
foreign wars. But at home the avarice of the patricians 
increafed the mif^ry of the poorer fort of people. As all 
the debtors were prefTed to pay their debts at the fame 
time, one friend could not aflift the other; fo that 
moft of them becoming infolvent, were delivered up 
to their creditors; and reduced to flavery; which me- T/:e Jawr 
lancholy feene fo depreffed the fpirits, pot only, of the 
^neaner plebeians, but even of the rrtoft confiderable of 
that order, that, far from ftanding in competition with 
the nobles for the military tribuneftiip, ^hey even neg- 
:le£ied tb fue for the plebeian magiftrag^s ; infomuch that 
the patricians feemed to have engroffed for €ver the whole 
^dminiftration of public affairs. But at this very crifis a 
itrifllng accident afforded the pfebeiabs an opportunity of 
fhaking off the yoke -they groaned under, and carrying 
4heir pret/enfions higher than ever. Fabius Ambuftus, 

,an illuft rious patrician, but very popular, had two daughf- 
i^eis> of whbm the elder was married to Ser, Sufpicius^ ^ 

vi.' cap. j?, 3 j, ' 
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patrician, and at this tipac military tribune ; the younger 
. was matched to Licinius Stolo, a rich plebeian. It hap^ 
Thi vanity pened, that while the younger fitter was paying a yifit to 
^9/ a wp- the elder, Sulpicius came home from the forum, where 

r^ee^pa- difcharging the duties of his office, attended 

trrdJns at a croud of clients and by the liftors ; who, thundering 
nvorj to at the door with the llaff of the fafccs, gave notice that 
raifi the the magiftrate was coming. This noife, tp which the 
wife of Licinius was not accuttomed, put hpr'into a fright, 
which her fitter taking notice of, could not forbear laugh- 
ing at her, feeming much to wonder at her ignorance. 
This laughter, how innocent foever, was conttrued, by 
the younger fitter, into an infult upon her, on account of 
the ignoble family into which (he was married. This 
imaginary affront greatly provoked her; and her uneafi- 
nefs w^as increafed by the croud of pedple that came to 
pay their court to her fitter, and receive her commands, 
Her father, perceiving by her oountenance that fomething 
troubled her, kindly afked, what it was, and whether all 
was wxll at home. At fitft he could get no fatisfa£fory 
anfwcr; bpt at length prevailed upon her, with foft words, 
to difclofe the fccret: “ You have niarried me (faid fhe) 
into a family which is excluded from enjoying the chief 
honours of the republic. What a vaft difference is there 
between my fitter's condition and mine ?” Her father, 
who was very fond of her, did all that lay in his power 
to comfort her : Do not be uneafy, (faid he), you fhall 
fooD fee as much ftate^ at your owa houCe, as you were 
furprifedto find at yqur fitter's." 

fronithis tirpe he entered into an affopiation with Lit 
ciniup, hU fon-in-law, and L. Sextius, a young plebeian 
extraordinary parts, who wanted nothing but a noble 
^dansaad birth to qualify him for the higheft offices of the repub- 
fUbdaa's lic. Thclrdcffgn was to abolifli the military ^ribunefhip, 
reftptc. tire cpnfuiffiip, procure for the plebeians a fliarc 
in that fupremc dignity, and, in fhort, to put the patri- 
cians and plebeians upon an ^qual footing. To compafs 
this deCgn, it >yas thought expedient, that Licinius and 
Sextius-ffiouid begin, by obtaining the plebeian tribune- 
ihip for the next year, which would enaWe th^ni to pave 
tUemfelves a way to the higheft dignities. The two can- 
didates were accordingly admitted ; and having carried 
that firft ppint, they .bent all their tl^ughts and power to 
deftroy the grandeur ot the patricians, and promote tbq 
intereft of the people. The firft flep they took was to 
prppofe a law for fuppxe^g the notary tribur>eftiip, 
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reftoring the confulate, and requiring that of the two cor)- 
fuls to be annually chofen, one fliould always be a ple- 
beian. In order to engage the people to pafs law, 
they added twb others to it, relating to the debts, and the 
conquered lands. The firlV imported, that the intereft 
already paid fhould be reckoned as a difeharge of fo much 
of the principal ; and the remainder of it be paid at dif- ^ 
ferent equal payments- The fecond reftrained any Ro- 
man citizen from pofTeiRng more than five hundred acres 
of land : whatever lands any one held beyond that re- 
ftriftion, were to \)c taken from him, and divided among 
the poorer citizens. 

The patricians, alarmed and terrified at thefe projeCls, 
frequently met,' in order to deliberate on the molt proper 
means to avert the impending ^vil 5 but could fix upon no 
other, except that of dividing the tribunes of the people, 
and engaging one part of the college to oppofe the at- 
tempts pf the other. Accordingly, they gained over the T/iey art 
other eight : Licinius and Sextius aflembled the tribes fc- oppofed ly 
veral times, in order to get their law pafled, but were 
always oppofed by their colleagues ; who, as foon as the 
law began to be read, never failed to cry'out, We pro* 
teft againft: it,” Thefe protefts pf one part of the tribunes 
againft the others, were ofter^ repeated at different comi- 
tia i infomuch that the two popular tribunes could not 
even bring their laws to the hearing of the people. Beihg 
therefore at length tired with fuch frequent diflurbances 
and interruptions, they rcfolved to proteft in their turns. 

Very well (fald Sextius to his colleagups), fince you ate 
fo delighted with hearing the word Veto, / forbid^ or pro- 
tejly we fliall foon find occafion to repeat it too, and to 
the advantage of the people.” Accordingly, when the 
centuries aflembled to eleft military tribunes for the next « 
year, Sextius and Licinius cried out in their turns, " We . 
proteft againft it an in terpofition which put a ftop to all 
proceedings. As thefe two were continued in the pie- * 

beian tribunefhip, they renewed the famp oppofition for 
five years fucceffively ; fo that the republic fell into a kind T/ie rttv^ 
pf anarchy, none but plebeian officers being elected, that 
is, tribunes and sedileSp ’ Thus the patricians were entirely 
excluded from the governmcjit ; and this intermiffion of 
fuperior magiftrates placed Licinius and Sextius, who 
were the popular tribunes, in fome degree at the; head of 
the republic. So that Fabius's promife to his daughter 
may be faid to have been performed from this time ^ " 

lib. vi; 34, 35. ^ 
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Licinius and Sextius w^e jufl elc£led trlbuncA of the 
people a fixth ttmCj when the inhabitants of Velitrse de- 
clared war againft Rome, over-ran the lands of the re^ 
public, and even laid fiege to the city of Tufculum. As 
the Tufculans had long Iseen allies, and lately admitted 
citizens of Rome, Sextius and Licinius, afhamed to refufe 
them afliftance, waved their oppofition, and fufFer^d an 
afTembly to be held by an interrex for clefting military 
tribunes. Six patricians were chofen ; L. Furius, P. Va- 
lerius, A, Manlius^ Scr. Sulpitius, C. Valerius, and Ser. 
Cornelius. Thefe, having made the neceflary levies, 
marched againft ihe enemy, defeated them, raifed the 
liege of Tufculum, and invefted Velitne. But as the ge-? 
nerals, who began the liege, could not .make themfelves 
mafters of the place before the year expired, fix new mi- 
litary tribunes were created, with6ut the leaft oppofition, 
to purfue the war with the Veliterni, till their city was 
reduced. It happened very unfortunately for the patrU 
cians, that Fabius Ambultus, the father-in-law of Lici-f^ 
nius Stolo, was chofen military tribune. His five col- 
leagues were, Servilius, M. Cornelius, C. Veturius, 
Q^Quindlius, and A. Cornelius, The promotion of Fa- 
hius encouraged the tribunes to purfue their point with 
more vigour than ever. They found means to' gain over 
three of their colleagues 5 fo that of the ten tribunes five 
were now for the publication of the laws, and five againft 

Licinius and Sextius were now the eighth year in office. 
Being by long habit thoroughly pradlifed in the art of 
managing the people, they held frequent aflemblics, and, 
in the prcfCnce of the multitude, alked the patricians the 
following queftions \ Whether they did not think it un- 
reafonablc, that they Ihould poflefs each above five hun- 
dred acres of land, whilft a great number of the plebeians 
had fgarce groUnd‘enough whereon to. build themfelves a 
fjnall habitation to live in, or a fepulchrc for their family- 

How can you, patricians, faid they, even in point of in- 
tereft, account for your making your mifcraDle debtors 
languilh in chains, and abfolutejy putting it out of their *. 
po>yer to pay you, by keeping them in prifon, ? Aijid yet 
what is more cOtnmpn than to fee 'thefe wretched citi- 
leens delivered up into the hands of thcir-creditors by your 
courts jufticc ? Arc not the houfes of the patricians 
become fo'many prifons?** When they perceived, that thefe 
cnejuiries .made a great imprellion on the minds pf the 
people, they immediate^ a^ded, 4nd what remedy can 
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be provided againft thefc misfortunes ? Since our tribunes 
arc not able to proteft us, we muft introduce forrte of the 
plebeians into the highefl ofHces. Nor will it be fufficiept, 
that plebeians are qualified by law to be confuls. Was 
not the number of military tribunes cncreafed on purpofe 
that the plebeians might have a fliare in that magiftracy ? 
and yqt how few have been raifed to it : and how much 
eafierwill it be for the patricians, when there are but two 
places to be filled, to fecure themfclvcs ? It is therefore 
neceflary, that a law be pafled, laying Rome under a ne- 
ceflity of choofing one of her fupremc governors out of 
the people. From that very day, and not till then, may 
the Roman people be deemed to have banifhed kings from 
Rome, and eftabliftied liberty on a lading bafis.*' When 
the tribunes found, that the people liftened to thefc dif- 
courfes with great pleafurc, they added a fourth law to 
the three jvlready mentioned, importing, that decemviri 
fliould be cleded inftead of duumviri, to preferve and in- 
terpret the Sibylline books, and that five of them Ihould 
be always plebeians^ However, all proceedings on this, as 
well as on the other regulations, were fufpended till the 
reduftion of Velitrx, that the foldiers employed in that 
fiege, who made fo great a part of the people, might not 
be excluded from giving their votes, when fuch important 
innovations were on the carpet 

The year expiring before the return of the army, the 
republic chofe fix new military tribunes ; L. Quinftius, 

Sp. Servilius’, Serv. Cornelius, L. Papirius, Serv. Sulpi- 
tius, and L, Veturius. Licinius and Sextius were ftill 
continued in their employment, the people being eager to 
have thefc two oppofers of the patrician party carry on 
and complete their defigns. The Roman army was no 
fooner returned from the fiege of Vclitrse, than Licinius 
and Sextius fummoned the people once more, declaring, 
that they would proceed to the publication of the law, 
without any regard to the oppofition of their colleagues. 

The patricians, feeing their cafe defperatc, had recourfo Vr. of Fh 
to the lift refuge, which was, to nominate a di£lator. 1990. ‘ 
The man who feemed moft proper to fit at the helm of 
affairs in fo tempefluous a feafon, was Camillus ; and, u. c! 390 

accordingly, the fathers with unanimous confent raifed ^ 

him to that dignity the fourth time. Camillus was not Camlllut 
very forward to .accept the charge, bcitig unwilling to 
i^qarrcl with thofc very men whbfc valour he had fo oton. 
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employed m war., As affairs were then fituated^ he could 
expeft nothing, tiu either to difoblige the commons, if 
he fucceeded 5 or to contribute to the ruin of his party, 
if he did not. However, that 2ea]ous patriot did not 
refufe to aflift his country, when it fo much wanted his 
authority. From the day he was nominated dictator, the 
power of the tribunes of the people ought to have been 
fulpended. But Licinius and Sextius, without paying 
any regard to the dilator, continued Bill to afTemble the 
people, who being met in the forum on the day appoint- 
ed, the four laws were recited. The tribes had already 
begun to give their fuffrages in order, and the firft had 
aftually voted in favour of the laws, when the ditfator, 
full of indignation, and attended by a great body of pa- 
tricians, repaired to the aflcmbly, and there fcated him^ 
felf in his tribunal- As the tribunes were divided among 
themfelvcs^ fame declaring for the laws, and others pro- 
tefting againft them, the di£tator, .rifing up, declared^ 
that be was come to fupport the privileges of the people j 
and that he would never fitfFer one part of the tribunes 
to deprive the other of their right of oppofition, The 
two heads of th^ tribunes laughed at this artful fpeech ; 
,and, purfuing thou meafures with great fteadinefs, corw 
tinued to take the. fuff rages of the people, Camillus was 
fo provoked by their prefumption, that he ordered his 
lifters to drive away the tribes from their refpeffive places, 
threatening, at the fame time, that if they did not dif;^ 
perfe imm^iatcly, he would aflemble them in the Cam- 
pus Mar|ius, enrol them for fcrvice, and order them ta 
inarch into the field witho,ut delay. On the other hand, 
the tribunes, to encourage the people, had the boldnefs 
to threaten the diffator, that, as foon as his diffatorfhip 
Was expired, xhey would get him condemned in a fine of 
fifty thoufand drachms,, if he prevented the people from 
giving their fuffrages. Howev^, the tribes, terrified at 
the menaces of a maglftrate who had the power of life 
and dcatl}^ retired^ ..and the edmitja were, poftponed to 
afiotber day. Bui Camillus, feeing the people too much 
enraged tQ .hp hfOUght to any terms, either by authority 
or perfuafion, withdrew to his own houfe, and foon after 
lay down his ; / 

^The fenatc, after a Oiort interregnum^ named P. Man- 
Ui4S,tpTuGceed Camillus. ; Manlius; foon appeared to be a 
die pcoplki the £rft Hep he took w^ 


s hiYn lib, tu cap. 





Jbman Hiftory, ‘ 

Id name a plebeian C. Licinius, not Licinius the fon-in< 
law of Fabiua, for his general of the horfe, Sextius and 
Licinius no longer doubted but they fliould be able to 
bring their defigns to a happy conduHon under the admU 
laiftration of ,a diftator who favoured them, and the pro- 
leftion of his general of horfe, provided they could find 
means to be continued in the tribunelhip. For this pur- 
pofe they pretended, that they would no longer ferve, re- 
prefentingto the people, that they were grown old in the 
tribunelhip to no purpofe 5 and that, after ftruggling nine 
years with the fenate for the good of the people, the only 
recon^nce they had met with was negledt and ingra- 
titude* “ Shall our laws, faid they, wholly tend to your 
benefit, and we receive no manner of advantage frpm 
them burfelves ? Is it confiftent with modefty for you to 
afk great advantages by our means, while you refolve to 
leave us without honour, or even the hopes of honour? 
To be plain then, the laws we have propofed arc infe- 
parable. If you are refolved to pafs them conjointly, then 
continue us in the tribunefhip. Wc (hall in that cafe 
make ufe of the authority you lhall inveft us with, to 
finith the work we have begun. !^ut if you are deter- 
mined td pafs thofe laws which concern ufury, and the 
conquered lands, without any regard to our intereft, we 
will accept of the tribuneftiip no longer; and be aflured^ 
that you (hall not obtain your dcfir^.” The people were 
very carneft to pafs the laws concerning the debts and 
conquered lands ; but as td the other two laws, relating 
to the re-eftablilhment of the confulate, on condition that 
Qne of the confuU ihould always be a plebeian, and the 
changing of the duumviri into decemviri, the people did 
not give themfelves much concern about them, being well 
apprifed, that the endeavours of the tribufles, to open a 
%vay for the plebeians to arrive at the confulate, were 
chiefly Intended for their own private intereft. The tri- 
bunes therefore would not by any mean§ fuiTer the laws 
to be propofed feparately. Appius Claudius, grandfon to 
the famous decemvir, made a long fpeech, full of invec^ 
tives, againft the two tribunes, expatiating on their info- 
lencein declaring that the people Ihould not be allowed 
to. pafs fuch laws as they approved, unlefs they would at 
the fame time pafs others which they did not approve. 
$ut, nptwithftanding his harangue, the two tribunes were, 
.chofen for the tenth time, the multitude being afraity^f 
loj^ing fuch able and jealous defendefe. 
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Not long after their re-elcclion, th^y obtained the pair- 
ing of thnt law which related to the. care of the Sibylline 
books. This advantage contented the people for the pre-^ 
fent; and fix military tribuneF^ all patricians, were created 
for the next year without the leaft difturbance \ namely, 
A. Cornelius, L. Veturius, M. Cornelius, P, Valerius, M. 
Geganius, and P. Manlius In the beginning of their 
adminiftration, the tribunes ufed their utmoft efforts to 
get the other laws paire:d, and the debates were carried to 
fuch a height on both fides, that the citizens were upon 
the point of taking up arms againft each other, when 
news were brought to Rome, that a numerous of 
Gauls was in full march from the coafts of the Adilatic, 
with a defign to revenge the defeat of their countryni,en, 
The approach of fo dreadful an enemy fufpended the divl- 
fions of the commonwealth. The common danger united 
both patricians and plebeians, and prompted them to 
name a diftator. The great Camillus was raifed to this 
dignity the fifth time. He was indeed turned of fourfeore, 
and had very lately laid down the diftatorfliipi before the 
ufual time : ncverthclefe, his zeal for. the welfare of his 
country induced him ^ facrifics the remaining part of his 
life to the public gooa. He did not now plead ififirmity 
to ckclinc the charge, but readily undertook and hav- 
ing made the ncceflary levies, marched out of Rome with 
all the vivacity of a jmung man, after he had named T. 
Quinftius to be his general of the horfe. As foon as he 
approached the camp of the Gauls, M^hich was bri the 
banks of the Anio, he potted the fmallcft part of his army 
upon a hill of eafy afeent, and concealed the reft in the 
valleys behind rocks. 

The pooT appearance of the Roman troops made the 
Gauls fo confident, that they pillaged the country quite 
up to his very trenches^ Camillus, in order to increafe 
their confidence, fuffered^them to proceed in the fame 
infiilts for feveral dajs together, keeping himfelf quiet 
within his which was well fortified on all fides. 

At length, perceiving that a great part of the' enemy were 
fcattered in the country to pillage, and beings informed^ 
that thofe wharemairied in the camp did 
day but drink* and revel, he ordered his light^rtned men to 
advance by night into the plain, and td^prevejit the ene^ 
my from drawing up in order of battle When they ftpuld 

htiv4llb. vi/cap. \ 
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Jirfl: Tally out of their camp. Early in the morning he 
mar-ched down the hill with his main body, and drew 
them up in battalia. The Gauls haftened out of their Defeats tk$ 
trenches ; but the light-armed Romans, falling upon them Gauls on 
before they could range themfelves in their ufual order, ^hebanha 
obliged them to begin the fight in confufion. In the 
mean time Camillus charged them with his heavy-^rmed 
legions, and made fuch a flaughter in the foremoil ranks, 
that the reft fled, and difperfed over the champain coun- 
try, the Romans* being poflefled of the hills. 'Thofe who 
efcaped the purfuit of the conquerors fled into Apulia. 

Some writers are' of opinion, that from this time the 
Gauls began to fpread themfelves into Illyricum, Panno- 
nia, Thrace, Greece^ and Aha Minor. After this atlion, 
the dii^fator led his vidlorious army againft Velitrae, the 
fiege of which city hadbeen interrupted. But the Velilcrni 
fubmitted to him without making the leaft refiftance ; be 
returned therefore to Rome, where the honours of a tri- 
umph were decreed him both by the fenate and people \ 

But the republic was in too gieat a fervent for the fe- 
nate to confent to his abdicating the diftatorfhip. The 
patricians thought, that, under the flielter of his great 
name, and abfolutc authority, they fliould be better able 
to contend with their adverfaries,: for the people, proud of 
their late victory, were* more obftinately bent than ever 
on pafling the laws fo long difputed. Sextius and Lici- , 
nius, feeing themfelves backed and fupported by the mul- 
titude, grew more audacious than ever^ and took a more 
extraordinary ftep to effect their'purpofe. As the dictator , 

was one day fitting on his tribunal in the forum, an offi- bums fend 
cer, fent by thofe tribunes, opmmanded him to rife and an^vert^ 
follow him, laying his hand upon him at the fame time, 
as if he defigned to feize him^ and carry him away by though dk- 
force. At this infult, fuch a noife and tumult arofe in lator^ 
the forum, as never had been heard before, the patrici- 
ans, who attended Camillas, driving back the officer, and ' 
the multitude at the foot of the tribunal crying out, 

Pull him down, pull him down.*' The defign of the 
tribunes was, by this violence to frighten Camillus into 
an abdication i but hfe, though at a lofs what ft'ep to take 
in fuch an ehiergency, would not laydown the authority 
which had been legally conferred upon him. In the midft 
of thi$ uproar, he took refuge in the fenate-houfe, whither ^ 
the patricians followed him j and there' the demands^ 

1 Flue, iu (^amillo. I«iv. lib. vi> cap. 41, 
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the people and their tribunes were taken into confidera* 
tion. On this occafion Camillus made a vow to buiW a 
temple to Concord, in cafe he fucceeded in quieting thefc 
commotions. As the populace could not be prevailed 
upon by any means to abate of their pretenfions, it was 
refolved, after many long and warm debates, to comply 
with their requeft, and to accept the three laws in 
queftion, as the only means to extinguifli their obftinate 
fury. Thus the government was changed, the confulate 
revived, and the military tribunefliip laid afide forever*'. 

The people having thus carried their point, the comitia 
were held for the eledbion of confuls, when L. -/Eitiilius 
Mamercinus, and L. Sextius, the plebeian tribune, were 
raifed to that dignity. However, when the eledlion of 
Sextius came to be confirmed by the fenate, the confeript 
fathers abfolutely refnfed to give their aflent. The new 
difputcs between the two parties on this occafion were 
carried to fo great a length, that the people were ready , to 
Jeare Rome, and feparate themfelves from the patricians. 
All the wifdom of a di6bator univerfally elleemed was 
therefore ncccflary to bring about an accommodation 5 and 
Camillus found out an expedient to which both parties 
agreed. The confuls, and military tribunes, who had 
long fiipplied their places, were generals of the Roman 
armies, and at the fame time judges of civil affairs; but, 
as they could not always attend to the latter branch of 
their office, being commonly during the furamer in the 
held, Camillus’s expedient was, to feparate this funftion 
froni the confulate, and to create a judge^ w^ith the title 
of Praetor, to whom it (hould be appropriated. He ad- 
vifed the fenate to fuffer one cdnful to be chofen annu- 
ally out of the plebeians, on condition that the prsetors 
ftiould be always patricians. This motion was agreed to 
by both parties, the ele^ion of Sextius was confirmed, 
and all feuds and di^nfions in the republic were laid 
afide * (F). 


k Flut. ibid. LIv. lib. vi. cap. 411 1 Liv, lib. vii. cap. 

(F) TJicpf^orfliip was then the ni^nagenient of political 
loolted upon as the (e^nddig- and military a^irs. ' The prae- 
nity in the renublic^ the prsetoi , tor was the chief magiftrate 
being ele£iea ID the comitia concerned in the admlniuration 
by icenturles, and under the ofjufticc* .At firft one praetor 
fame aufpices as the confuls ; only appointed. > Afcer- 
tWt they were in a, manner wards, chat is, about the year 
The conful had of Rome coi. another was 
; , - ^ Y added; 
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'I^ratiqulllity being thus re-eilabli(hed, the fenate, ih Tht Gr<a$ 
gratitude to the gods, ordered the Great Games to be cele- Garni* 
brated. ^ Thefe fhews formerly laded only three days, but 
tiow a fourth was added to them ; and on that account 
their name was changed from Ludi Magni, or Great 
.Games, into that of Ludi Mapeimi, or the Greased Games- - 
The prefent xdiles refufing', for what reafon we know 
not, to make the neceflary preparations for the Great 
Games, though that was a branch of their office, the 
young patricians cried out, That, fince the affair in 
quedion was to take care of the worffiip of the gods, they 
fhould think it no difhonour to be chofen :ediles.” The 
didlator accepted the offer, and propofed to the people 
the edablifhment of two patrician ^dilcfhips, to which * 

they agreed. Thefe patrician xdil(^, from the ivory chair 
caH fella curulis, had the name of sediles curulcs, and The cumk 
were of greater account, bdng curule magidrates, than adiUs, 
the plebeian sediles. Their bufinefs was to take care 
of th^ temples, theatres, games, markets, tribunals of 
judice, and the city wallsj and alfo to fee that no no- 
velty was introduced into ieligi(jn. In after-ages they 
examined the fables, or pieces written for the dage, 
and feem to have been the judges of other writings- 
To them the generals of armies, upon their return, de- 
livered the corn and provifions taken from tht enemy, 
as they furrendered the prifoners to the praetor and the 
money to the qu2edor. Nothing now remained but to 
mark out a place for the temple of Concord, which Ca- The temple 
millus had vowed. It was built, at the expcnce of the 0/ Concorde 


added : and then one of them 
applied himfelf to the admi- 
niftrationbf juflice among the 
citizens, with the name of 
Prsetor Urbanus, while the 
other decided the differences 
which, arofe among foreigners, 
with the title of Pra;tor Pere- 
grin us. Upon the taking of 
Sicily and Sardinia, two more 
prstors were created to aililt 
the confuls in the government, 
and as many n\ore upon the' 
entire cotiqucll of Spain. Syl- 
la encreafed their number to 
eight; Julius Csefar, firft to 
ten, afterward^ to £xteen ; 


the fecond triumvirate to fixty- 
four ; but in the declcnfion of 
the empire, they weee reduced 
to three. When the number 
of the praetors was thus iii- 
creafed, ihe prator urbanus 
undertook the cognizance of 
private caufes, and the others 
that of crimes ; whence they 
were alfo flyled Quaefitorcs- 
Befides thefe, there were alfo 
provincial praitors, whofe’ buff- 
nefs it was to adminifter jufticc 
to the Roman provinces, and 
command the troops there ift 
time of war, till their office^ 
!^hich was annual, expired. . 
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public, upon an eminence at the foot of the Capitof;;' fa 
that it was feen from the.foriim,«and the places where the 
afl'emblies were held, and juftice was adminiOered. Thos 
ended a year fo glorious for Camillus* He had overcome 
the moft formidable enemies of Rome, reftored pea<:e to 
the republic, and calmed the people without crai^rating 
the nobility. Full of glory, therefore, and of years, he laid 
down the diftatorfhip^ wholly bent on fpen ding the fm^ll 
remainder of his days in the repofe and tranquillity of t 
private life. 

The enfuing year continued quiet both at home and 
abroad, except that the tribunes of the people complained, 
that for one plebeian conful granted to the people, - the pa- 
tricians had gained three curule magiftrates. Thgir com- 
plaints, backed with the murmurs of the people, made 
an impreiRofn on the fenate ; and the patricians cojnfented, 
that the curule aediles fhould^ be chofen out of the ple- 
beians every fecond year. Afterwards they left the peo- 

E le at full liberty to choofe them evety year out of^ either 
ody. Thefe cftablifhmcnts being once made, Rome 
enjoyed a profound peace under the adminiftr^on of thfc 
new confuls, L, Gdhucius, a plebeian, and Servilius 
Ahala, a patrician. Tbfs year a dreadful plague broke 
out, and fw’’ept away gfeat numbers j amongft the reft, 
one cenfor, three tribunes of the people, and one curule 
^edile ; but the mdft fatal ftroke wac the death of Ca- 
millus, who was much ' regretted by all ranks of people- 
He w^as defervedly ftyled a fecopd Romulus, firft 
having founded, and he reftored, the city"'. He is faid 
never to have fought a battle without gaining a victory, 
never to have befiegeid a ci{y without taking it, and never 
to have led an army into the field, which he did not bring 
back loaded with glory and booty. He was a zealbus 
patriot, and, though perfecuted by his ungrateful coun- 
try, would never execute any feheme ofrefentment againft 
her. The neceflltics of tht public no fooncr obliged the 
people to have rccourfc to him, than,^orffettmg the 
aflronts he had .rccciV^d> he took upon bim the condtlft 
of the moft dlSicult undertakings. He waS a pAtrician by 
deficem^ but riot a£tuated by party zcaj, his feye for the 
public being. the only rule of liis* conduft^ He favoured 
the plebeians when the intereft of the pubiic rendered it 
jneceiTary, without flattery or felf-intercft* ,He had no- 
ihing fo mudi in ^ to end the difienfions ^ which 
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Vreakened the republic j fa that he left his. counffy in the 
enjoyment of perfedl: tranquility, by means of the equality 
he had introduced, and the balance he had fettled between 
all orders of men. In fliort, Rome, furriiftied the world 
with many noble patterns of probity, but none more pcr- 
fe£l: than that of the incomparable Camillus* 

As the plague flill continued to rage, the RorhanS had 
rccourfe to an old fuperftition, called le£lifterniilrn (G). 

But as that did not remove the plague, the fuperftitious 
Romans endeavoured to appeafe the anger of the gods by 
inftituting new fports, which were called Scenici, from eri r 
their being teprefcnted on a fcenc, that is, a ftage built n. 
in thcfhade"(H). The 

a Liv. ibid, ^ 

(G) This was a religious companied by any verfes or 
entertainment made for the difeourfes. Thefe were foon 
gods in their own temples, fucceeded by fatires written in 
where tables were fpread, and verfe, and fee to the flute ; 
beds placed round them^ on which fatires were repeated 
which the gods, according to with fuitable gellures. Some 
the Roman fafttion, were to years after, Livius Andronicus 
lie and cat. The beds were turped the fatires into regular 
placed near the altars, and plays ; and then the farces, 
ftrewed with leaves and odori- which made people laugh, were 
feroiis h,erbs, as welk as the defpifed. 'However, the Roman 
temples ; whence this cere- youth revived thefe farces, 
mony had the name ot ledti- and adted them at the end of 
flernium, that is, a flrewing their ferious pieces. When 
of abed. The Hatues oP Ju- the profefled adtors had finiflied 
piter and the other gods were their parts, fpme young Ro- 
Jaid upon thefe beds, as if they mans came upon the ftage 
had been to partake of the mafked, and began to repeat 
feaft. The goddefles were merry vdrfes as formerly, but 
placed on chairs, after the fuch as were free from obfee- 
manner of the Roman women, nicy. Thefe pieces were firft 
this being thought the more brought from Atclla, a city of 
decent pofture for their fex, Campania, and called exodia^ 

(H) The performers were that is, verfes not belonging 
brought, out of Hetruria, ia to the pj ay, Cornelius Nepos 
the langurge of which country fays,, that Ift Orccedit was no 
hi/Icrfi^mScd aplaycr ; whence diftionour to a man to appear 
came the Tatin word hiflrio, upon the Hage in the habit of 
Thefe hiftriones, or adtors, an a^or \ Whereas among the 
danced to the flute, and kept Romans it was infamous, and 
Mme with their motions and held unw^orthy of an honelt 
TOftures ; but their dances, in man. The profelfed adtora 
uiefe early times, were not »g- could no( be incorporated in 
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The fcenic plays, which were introduced at this time, 
were performed in a part of the circus, near the banks of 
the Tiber, which happening to overflow, the people con- 
cluded, that the new remedy was not efficacious to ap- 
pcafe the wrath of hearen. They, therefore, revived an 
old religious ceremony, which was faid to have proved 
efFe£fual in the like calamity. This was the driving of 
a nail, by a iliftator, into that part of the wall of Jupirer 
Capitolinus*s temple, which divided it from the chapel of 
INIinerva under the fame rOof (I). A dithator was accord- 
ingly named for performing this ceremony ; and the per- 
fon raifed to that dignity was T. Manlius, who, from his 
haughty fpirit, was furnamed Imperiofus. He chofe L- 
Pinarius Natta for his general of the horfe, and, with 
great pomp and folcmnity, drove the nail into the wall of 
the temple. The proud diffator, unwilling to have the 
whole biifinefs of his office confined to one religious 

if 

any tribe, and confequ^ruly (I) This odd ceremony was 
liad no right of luflrage. None, borrowed trom the Voliinieii- 
who a6ted on the Itage, were fes Irf Hetruria, who reckoned 
ciipable of ferv'ing in the le- their years by nails, which 
ginns, or bearing any civil or they drove into a temple of 
military employment, A fe- the goddefs Nortin, or For- 
natbr, if be adted but once on tune. When Brutus and Ho- 
the Aiige, was immediately de- ratius Pulvillus were confuls, 
graded ; and a knight forrelred immediately after the expullion 
ail his piivileges. An adrefs of the Tarquins, the Romans 
was infamouB, and fubjedt to built the tanious temple of Ju- 
the fame laws as common prof- piter, Juno, and Minerva ; 
titutes. 1 hefe punifhinenis and rcfolved to mark down in 
iveie. decreed and inflicted by it, and thereby tranfmir to 
an eSift of the prsetor ; Ait pofterity, the number of years 
pr:Etor, (fays tflpian), fj[ui’in which had pafled fince the 
feenam prodierit, Infaims efl: foundation of Rome ; but as 
(i).” But the adlors of the they were then unacquainted 
ALtellanie w'ere not comprifed with the numeral letters, they 
under this law, the Roman drove as many nails into the 
nobility confining thcadlingof wall of the temple, as there 
thefe pcrtormances to them- had pafled years fince theif city 
fcjvcs. If any adtor in thefe was founded. Every year 
pieces did not perform his part afterwards, oh the ides of Sep- 
wcll, the people did not oblige tember, the chief praitor, or 
him tci unmafk, which they conful for the time being, 
had a fight to do with fcfpe£t drove a nail into this wall, 
to the prbfefled aftors, . which (hewed the year of his 

confuKhip. 


(l) Ulpian.^b.ii- part v, if. Deiis qui infainis notantur. 
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C^feiBony, ordered troops to be raifed, and eVerl forced 
the citizens, though worn out with long ficknefSj to inlift 
thcmfelves, under pretence that the Hernici were prepar- 
X ing to flvake off the Roman yoke ; but, as he had been 
nominated diftator to perform a religious ceremony, -and 
not to command an army, the tribiir>e5 of the people re- Obltgeif by 
polled force with force, and at length obliged him to Jay 
down his office : he had no fooncr refigned, than he was {^itedbf^ 
cited by M. Pomponius, one of the tribunes, to aiifwcr fort the 
for the violence and cruelty he had exercifed over the citi- People, 
zens j fpr he had imprifoned fome, and caufed others to . 
be barbaroufly fcourged. Pie was alfo accufed of treating 
inhumanly one pf his own foris, by name Titus, whom 
he had confined to the country, obliging him to work 
among his flaves, becaufe he was of flow parts, and had 
an impediment in his fpeech. This inftance ffiews, 
that the abfolute power which fathers, by the laws of 
Rome, had over their children, was kept within bounds 
by the fuperior authority of the magiftrates. Manlius 
had, according to cuftom, a copy of his accufaCion given 
him, and the ufual time of twenty-feven days allowed 
him to prepare for his defence. 

All were highly exafperatjd againft fo fevere a di£fa- ^ 

tor, and fo barbarous a father, except the fon himfelf, 
who, moved with filial piety, and under the greateft con- 
cern that helhould furnifh matter of accufation againft his 
father, refolvcd upon a nioft extraordinary method to acquit 
him of the charge. Early in the morning he left the coun- 
try-houfe, co which he had been banifhed by h^s unnatural 
father, came to the city, and flopped no where till he reach- 
cd the houfe of Pomponius, who*was yet in bed. Titus 
Was immediately admitted by the tribune, who did not 
doubt but he was come to difeover to him fome new in- 
ftances of his father’s feverity. After they had faluted 
each other, Titus defired a private conference; and every 
body was ordered to withdraw. Then the young man 
drawing out a poinard, and holding it clofe to the tri- 
bune’s throat, thre'atcned to ftab him that moment, if he 
did nqf; fWear to defift from the profecution he was carry- 
ing oir%^fi*ft his father. Pomponius readily fwore what- 
ever fhe Other was plcafed to diftatc ; and adlually drop- 
ped khe^ofecUtion. The people were not difpleafed at 
the bold enterprize of a fon in favour of a father, by 
whom he had been ufed in the cruclleft manner. They 
all extolled his piety ; and not only for his fake 
doned the father, but the fame year raifed him to , 
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the moft important pofts in the Roman army, that of le- 
gionary tribune 

This year the Hernici revolted \ but while the Romans 
were preparing to reduce them, an unforefeen accident 
threw the city into the utmoft conflernation. The earth 
opened all on a fudden in the midft of the forum ; pro- 
bably by the violence of an earthquake. The citizens, 
having laboured in vain to fill up the chafm by throwing 
great quantities of earth into it, had atlaft recourfe to the 
augurs, who declared, that they M^ould never be able to 
compafs their defigii, till that thing, in which the ftrength 
'and power of the Roman people confifiedy was thrown 
Into the place ; and that fuch a viftim would fecure the 
eternal duration of the Roman ftate. While they were 
confulting about the meaning of this oracle, M. Curtius, 
a brave young patrician, having firft afked, Whether 
Rome had any thing more valuable than arms and valour, 
armed himfelfi completely ; then mounting a horfe rich- 
ly caparifoned,. he came to the forum, ,and, in the fight 
of the people, who were aflembled in crowds, devoted 
himfelf to death for his country, and rode full fpeed into 
the gulf ; an aftion, which fome hiftorians would wil- 
lingly magnify with a miracle for they tell us, that the 
ground immediately clofed ; but the moft judicious wri- 
ters own,^ that the opening was afterwards*filled up with 
earth and rubbifti p. After M. Curtius had thus devoted 
himfelf, the Romans did not doubt but they fliould foon 
humble the Hernici : but they were difappointed ; for 
Genucius, the firft plebeian conful who had ever been 
entrufted with the command of an army, fell into an 
ambiifcade, and. was killed, after the legions had aban- 
doned him. Some hiftorians feem to doubt, whether he 
did not fall by the hand of a Roman ; at leaft it is certain, 
th^ melancholy news of his defeat did not fortiuch grieve 
the patricians, as raife their pride. They exclaimed, in 
all places, that the misfortunes of Rome were owing to 
the violation of human and divine rights in the confccra- 
tion of a plebeian conful. To wipe off the dlfgrace 
which Rome had received, it was refolved to create a dic- 
tator. Servilius, the furviving conful, named to that 
high office Appius Claudius, the moft inveterate enemy 
of the plebeian party, that he might repair the Ioffes 
which the republic had fuftained by a plebeian conful. 

^ Liv. lib. vh?lap. 4., & Cic. Ofiic. lib. iii. Val. Max. lib. v» 
qip. 4r j> Liv. Lib. vU. cap. 6. Val. Max. lib. y. cap. 6. Orof. 
cap. 5. Aug> dc Civil. DeL Ub. Ti cap. 1 B, 
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While the diftator was employed in railing a fecond 
a-rmy, the Hernici, elated with their late fuccels, advanced 
with great boldnefs to befiege the vanquiflied in their 
camp ; but C. Sulpitius, who had been lieutenant to Ge- 
nucius, and had, after the defeat and death of his ge- 
neral, colletHied his fcattered troops, fallying out upon 

them, obliged them to return to their own entrenchments. 
Appius foon after arrived with a new army, which he 
had juft raifed in the city ; and, having exhorted his mea 
to imitate the bravery of Sulpicius, and the foldiers under 
his command, prepared for a general engagement. The 
Hernici, hearing that a diftator was created to carry ou 
the war againft him, exhaufted their country of men to 
reinforce their army 5 none, who were able to bear arms, 
being exculed from taking the field. Out of this multi- 
tude they chofe three thoufand two hundred men, whom 
they divided into eight cohorts, of four hundred men 
each. This was the flower of the enemy’s trobps ; and 
their generals, to diftinguifti them from the reft, and en- 
gage them to exert themfclves in battle,’ not only allowed 
them double pay, but exempted them from all the labo- 
rious offices of the army. The dictator no fooner began 
to draw up bis men, than the Hernici followed his ex- 
ample, in a plain which lay between the two camps. 
This was the field of battle ; and never were forces more 
«qual, or the vidlory more doubtful. The Roman knights 
engaged the eight cohorts; but, notwithftanding their 
ntmoft efforts, the enemy maintained their ground with- 
out flinching. The bad fuccefs of this onfet made the 
Roman cavalry change their way of fighting. They dif- 
moLinted, and, with permiffion of their general, polled 
themfclves in the firft line, at the head of the infantry. 
The eight cohorts Hill fought with incredible bravery, 
the reft of the foldiers in both armies being idle fpc£latofS 
of a battle fought by the flower of the two nations. The 
vi6lory was a long time doubtful, many falling on both 
fides ; but at length the better fortune of the Romans 
prevailed ; the cohorts firft retreated in good order ; and 

then, being warmly prefTed, gave way, and fled in confu- 
fion. The conquerors purfued the enemy, to their camp ; 
but night prevented them from attempting to force it. 
Next morning the Romans found it abandoned, the Her- 
nici having retired under the walls of their cities. This 
viftory coil the Romans dear ; for they are faid to have 
ioft a fbuLth part of their army, and a great number of 
knights. The 4i£lator returned tp the city ; but did not 
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obtain a triumph, the people being, in all likelihood, un-* 
willing to bettow that honour on the moft declared enemy 
of the plebeian party ^ 

Nottviihftanding the misfortune of Genucius, the ccot 
turies chofe another plebeian conful, C. Licinius Stolo, a 
fccond time ; and with him C. Sulpicius, furnamed Pe- 
ticus. As the mofl violent enemy of the plebeians had 
been nominated dictator the laft year by the patricians, fo 
the moft enterprifing advcrfary of the nobility was now 
raifed to ibe higl>eft office by the fuftVages of the people. 
The two confuls entered the en&my*s country together \ 
but finding no enemy in the field, they befieged and took 
Ferentinum, formerly a -city of the Volfci, which had 
been given up to the Hcrnici by the Romans. After the 
furrender of this place, they took the road to Rome \ but 
w^hen they came toTybur, they were furprifed to find the 
gates of that, city (hut againft them. Upon enquiry, 
they found, that the Tyburtincs were in fecret intelli- 
gence with the Gauls, who were again in motion. The apr 
prehenfion of a war with fo formidable an enemy, deter* 
mined them to create a dictator. T. Q^imStius Pennus 
was the perfon nominated to that dignity, and he ap- 
pointed Serv. Cornelius to be his general of the horfe. 
Meanwhile the Gauls advanced to the banks of the Anio, 
within three miles of I\ome. The Roman army, under 
the command of the diftator, advanced tb ^ meet them, 
and encamped on the oppofite banks of the river. Both 
armies lay near a bridge, which neither offered to break 
down, left it fhoufd feem to argue fear: fo that this 
bridge became the fecne of feveral combats between the 
champions of both parties. One day a Gaul of gigantic 
ftature advancing upon the bridge, cried with a loud 
voice, Let the braveft nian in the Roman army enter 
the lifts with me ; the fuccefs of our combat fhall deter- 
mine which is ihe more valiant nation.” His extraor- 
dinary appearance ftruck the Romans with fo much terror, 
that, for a long time, not one in the whole army offered 
to. accept the challenge. At length young Manlius, who 
had fo remarkably hgnalized hie piety to Ijis father, touch- 
ed with a juft fenfe of the affront offered to the Roman 
name, quitted his poft; and, flying to the di£lator, alked 
leave to encounter the Gaul. “ Though I Were fure of 
viftory (faid he), I would not fight this proud Gaul, 
without your ^der 3 but, if you will give me leave, I will 
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make this huge bead know, that I am of the blood of that 
Manlius whpfe valour proved fo fatal to. the .Cauls on 
the Capitol.” The dictator readily complied with the 
requelt of the brave youth. “ Go, Manlius, (faid he), 
and humble the pride of this infulting enemy. Revenge 
the caufe of the city where you firft drew your breath, as 
fuccefsfuUy as you relieved him to whom yon owe it.’' 
Upon this permiflion the Roman, having changed his 
round buckler, which he wore as a Romau kniglu, for a 
fquare fhield, and armed himfelf with a Ihort fword, fit 
both for cutting aud dabbing, advanced againd the Gaul, 
who drutted about in his armour, making an odentatious 
(hew of his drength. Both Romans and Gauls retired 
to their refpeclive pods, leaving the bridge free for the 
two champions. The Gaul began, the combat, by dif- 
charging a great blow with his long fword at Manlius, 
which made much noife, but did no execution. The 
Roman, dexteroufly flipping under his enemy’s fhield 
before he recovered his heavy fword, dabbed him rn 
two places, fo that he foon mcafured his length on the 
ground. The conqueror cut off his bead ; and fnatching 
from his neck a golden collar, put it about his own in 
token of vi£fory% From this circunidance he obtained the 
-fumame of Torquatus, which he rranfmitted to his pof- 
terity. The event pf this combat fo difcotiraged the 
Gauls, that they abandoned tbcLr camp in the night, and 
retired into Cajiipania ®. 

C. Paetilius Libo, and M. Fabius Ambudiis, being 
clefted confuls for the enfuing year, the fird was fent 
with an army, to punilh the Tyhurtines ; and the other 
was ordered to march againd the Hernici, who perlided 
in their revolt. The two confuls had no fooner left Rome, 
than the Gauls appeared again, j and, venturing to ajd- 
vance into the neighbourhood of the city, blocked up the 
gate Colliiia. However, the fenate did not think proper 
to recall either of the confuls. A dictator was created to 
make .head againd thofe djingcrous encjpica. The con- 
fuls pitched upon Servilius Ahala, who, having named 
T. (^indius to be his general of horfe, and armed all 
the youth Tn Rome., engaged the Gauls under the walls 
pf the city. As the Romans fought in fighjt of their pa- 
rents, wivesi and children, who were on the ramparts, 
they behaved with extraordinary valour. The battle was 
yerj bloody, arid the field covered with dead bodies ; but 

• Liv, lib. v,iii cap, lOj i‘l# Orpf, lib, v, cap. 6. 
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blit at length the Gauls gave way, and fled towards Ty- 
bur, where the conful Psetilius fell upon them, with a 
defign to prevent them from talcing refuge in that city ; 
but the Tyburtines Tallying out, covered their retreat-, fo 
that they efcaped, but not without great lofs. On the 
other hand, Fabius fought the Hernici with fuccefs, and 
overcame them in a general aftion. Thus was the re- 
public this year viiS^orious on all fides, The honours of a 
triumph were chiefly due to the diftator-, but he, either 
defpifing them from pride, or declining them out of mo- 
defty, on his return to Rome, highly commended the 
tw'o confuls, both to the fenate and people \ and then, 
without mentioning his own exploits, abdicated the die- 
tatorlhip. Pxtilius folicited a triumph, and obtained it j 
J)ut his colleague Fabius, who had conquered the Her- 
nici, W'as content with an ovation ^ 

Next year, Cn. Manlius Imperiofus and M. Popilius 
Lxna^ being confuls, the Tyburtines advanced in the dead 
of night to the gate§ of Rome, and alarmed the city, the 
people believing the Gauls were come again but the re- 
turn of light difeovering only a fmall number of Tybur- 
tines, the conlvils marched out, at two different gates, and 
eafily repulfed the bold aggreflors. The confuls for the 
next year were C. Fabius Ambuflus, and C. Plautius 
Proculus. The latter marched againfh the Hernici, and 
totally fubdued them; but the former, being fent. againft 
the Tarquinienfes, who |iad entered the Roman territory 
in arms, was defeated. The Tarquinienfes took three 
hundred and feven Roman prifoners ; and, to flicw their 
contempt of the republic, firfl treated them in a barbarous 
manner, ami then cut their throats. The difadvantage 
Fabius had fulFered, was followed by an alarm from the 
Boii, wdio appeared in the plain of Pr^enefte, and from 
thence advanced as far as Pedum, a city of Latium, be- 
tween Tybur and Tufculum, not above ten miles from 
Rome but the Latins, tired with feeing their country 
almolt ev{^ry year plundered by the Gauls, renewed very 
feafonably their alliance with Rome, and furniflied her 
prmies wk\i the fame quota of men they bad formerly 
flipulatcd to grant. With this reinforcement, the repub- 
lic was able to oppofe all her enemies. As the confuls 
were both employed clfewherc, Sulpicius, furnamed Pe- 
ticus, was created diftator, to conduct the war againR 
the G^iuls. The dictator named M. Valerius for general 
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of the horfe ; and having chofen the beh legions In the 
confular armies, he took the field, and marched againft 
the enemy. Both armies were very impatient to come to 
a battle i but the dictator reftrained the impetuo/ity of 
his men, knowing that the Gauls mud neceflarily be 
foon diftreffed for want of provifions, finec they had 
brought none with them, nor prepared any magazines. 

The foliliers began to complain of their general’s condudl:, 
and even threatened openly to attack the enemy without 
his leave, or to quit the camp, and march back to Home : 
they came in crowds to the dictator’s quarters, and de- 
manded accefs to him, having named Sextius Tullius to 
bi their fpeakcr 

Sexiius was an officer of diftinguifhed courage, and 
I ad been feven years firfl captain of the firfi: corps of the 
army. The didlator was therefore furprifed to fee a com- 
pany of feditious men headed by an officer of his rank 
and reputation. Sextius, in the name of the army, re- 
proached the diftator with the difadvantagegus opinion 
he feemed to entertain of his troops, and prefled him to 
lead them againft the enemy. His difeourfe was fol- 
lowed by the acclamations of the multitude, who de- 
rnanded leave to arm, and march to battle. The diftator 
could not help complying with their requeft ; and there- 
fore promifed to lead them out againft the enemy the next 
day. Then taking Sextius afide, he afkcd what could 
have induced him to be at the head of a facfion. The brave 
centurion replied, that it was not want of refpeft to his 
general, or the ignorance of the martial laws ; but to di- 
vert the unruly multitude from choofing a leader, who 
might have done fomething injurious to the dignity of the 
dieL.nor. He then exhorted Sulpicius to yield to the de^ 
iires of thofe impetuous men, who were ftrongly inclined 
to feize the firft opportunity of fighting without his leave. 

The diclator followed his advice : he ordered all the 
muleteers of the army to put upon their mules the furni- 
ture of war-horfes, to mount them, and, marching up 
the hills in the night-time, conceal themfclves in the 
woods, till they fhouJd receive farther orders. 

As foon as it was day, Sulpicius Jed his troops out of 
ihcir intrenchments, and marched againft the Gauls, who 
did not expe£l to fee the Romans appear fo foon in the 
field. He formed his army in fuch a manner, that all Attackt 
;he legioaaries, who ufed to attack the enemy at the head 
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pf their legions, with a fort of darts called pila, fuc- 
cfeeded one another in files. When one company of them 
was within reach of the enemy, they difcharged their 
darts, and inftantly retired, leaving a fpace between them 
and the Gauls : then a fecond company took the place of 
the other. Thus four companies fucceedcd, dificharging 
iheir darts, and falling back, without fuffering the Gauls, 
who depended chiefly on their long fworfls, to come near 
them. This repeated difeharge of darts, which put the 
pnemy into confufion, was no fooner over, than the reft 
of the legions clofed in with, them fword in hand. The 
Gauls, however,- fuftained the attack with great bravery, 
and even obliged the right wing of the Romans to give 
ground. The dictator, who was there in perfon, flying 
to the foremoft ranks, “ Is this (faid he) the effe£t of 
your promifes ? Will all your boldnefs in the camp end 
in a fhameful flight in the field ? Follow your general, 
a you are true Romans/’ Having thus fpoken, the brave 
dictator advanced fword in hand at the head of his le- 
gions,'who threw themfelves upon the enemy’s battalions, 
and fought like men in defpair. There was, indeed, 
more of a favage’ fierecnefs than true courage in this at- 
tack ; but it fucceeded. The Gauls were put to flight, 
and the Romans purlued them \ but the enemy rallied 
near their right wing, which kept its ground, though at- 
tacked with great vigour by the liitlator, at the head of 
his viftorious troops. Then Sulpicius fent orders to his 
muleteers to leave their ambufeade, appear irr the plain, 
and march towards the camp of the Gauls, who no fooner 
faw them, than they quitted their ranks, and haftened in 
confufion to the defence of their intrenchments : but M. 
Valerius, general of the horfe, who had polled himfelf 
near the enemy’s camp, after the defeat of their left wing, 
intercepted their flight ; fo that they had no retreat but 
to the mountains and woods. Valerius purfued them 
clgfe with his cavalry, and put moft^of them to the fword, 
the whole plain being for fome miles covered with dead 
bodies. This viflory left the republic no enemies in 
Latium. The Hernici were fubdued, the Gauls van- 
quiihed, and the Latins quieted. Sulpicius, when he had 
been honoured with a triumph, which he well deferved, 
refigned the ijliQatorfhip, and the government returned 
into the liands of the confuls. During their adminiltra- 
tion, a law was paffed, at the motion of Paetilius the triT 
bune, againft openly ganvafling for votes ; for the novi 
homines^ or upjtaru^ ingfe aipbitioiyi^ of giffices than the 
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patricians themfelves, not only folicited th^ fufFragcs of 
the people in the forum, but even went to the country 
fairs, and other public meetings, to buy voices'^. 

Uniler the fucceeding confuls, C. Martius Rutilus and 
Cn. Manlius Imperiofus, the intereft of money, which 
hitherto had been arbitrary, was, at the motion of Duilius 
and Mxnius, two tribunes of the people, fettled at one 
per cent. The patricians, difpleafed with a law, which 
fet bounds to their avarice, in order to revenge them- 
fclves on the plebeians, cited the famous Liciiiius Stolo 
to anfwer for a breach of one of the four laws, which he 
himfclf had fo zealoufly promoted, forbidding any citi- 
zen to poflefs more than five hundred acres of land. Li- 
cinius actually pofTefTcd a thoufand ; but, to cover his 
breach of the law, had emancipated his fon, or given up 
his authority over him, and made him the nominal pof- 
fefTor of one half of his pofTeffions : but as this emancipa- 
tion was made to evade the law-, he was conviclcd of 
fraud before the praetor, and fined ten thoufand afes of 
brafs, that is, about thirty-two pounds fterling This 
fame year the conful Martius defeated the Piivernates, 
who had declared againft Rome, and took their city. His 
colleagujef Manlius marched againft the Falifci, a people 
of Hetruria ; but gained no confidcrable advantage over 
them. 

Nothing was talked of at Rome, but his attempt upon 
the Conftitution. He had ventured to aflbmble the tribes* 
near Sutrium, and made a law in his camp, whereby it 
was enadted, that, for the future, the twentieth part of 
the price of every Have ihbuld be paid into the public 
treafury. The law pafled, by the' favour of the fenate, 
notwitbftanding its irregularity ; but the tribunes of the 
people "thought this ftep might be of dangerous confe- 
quence to the public liberty : The tribes (faid they) 
when affembled in a camp, and by an armed conful, are 
nut free to vote as they plcafe ; beudes, the foldiers, who 
are fworn to obey their generals, will of.courfe give their 
fufFrages as their commanders diredl them.” To prevent, 
theieforc, thefe inconveniences, the tribunes procured 
the promulgation of a law, forbidding any magiftrate to 
aiTemble the comitia any wheie but at Rome, under pain 
of death. However, the law for paying the twentieth 
part of the price of every flave was not repealed. The 
two confuls for the following year, M- Fabius Ambuftus 
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and M. Popilius L?enas, were employed, the firft againft 
the Falifci and Tarquinienfes, and the Jattcr a^ainil the 
Tyburtines. Popilius, not finding the enemy in the field, 
ravaged their country, and carried off a great booty; but 
Fabius, after having gained fomc advantage over the 
united forces of the Falifci and Tarquinienfes, was obliged 
to retire, all Hetruria taking up arms againft him 

Upon his retreat, a numerous army of Hetrurians ad- 
vanced as far as the falt-pits on the banks of the Tiber. 
Their approach obliged the Romans to have recoqrfe to a 
diftator. The conful Popilius named him in the abfence 
of his colleague, and, as he was a plebeian hiipfelf, pitch- 
ed upon C. Marcius Rutilus, the plebeian conful for the 
laft year. The diftator likewife chofe a plebeian, C. 
Plautiiis Proculus, for his general of horfe. The patri- 
cians, Mghly provoked at thefe promotions, did all that 
lay in their power to prevent the diftattor from having 
fuch things decreed him as were neceflary for the war. 
But the people haftened the preparations for the cam- 
paign j fo that every thing being ready fooner than ufual, 
the didator took the field without delay, marched to the 
enemy’s camp, furprifed and forced it, nothing being able 
to withftand the Roman foldiery under the conViuft of a 
plebeian diflator, the firft who had ever been raifed to 
that office. Hiftorians do not mention how many He- 
trurians perifhed in the battle; but leave us to guefs by 
the number of prifoners ; for we are told, that eight thou- 
fand were taken in this famous aftion. This viftory de^ 
ferved the honour of a triumph, which the patriciansi 
jealous of the glory of a plebeian diftator, oppofedto the 
Utmoft of their power: hut the people did him juftice; 
fo that he entered Rome in triumph the day before the 
nones of May 

The time drawing near for elcifling new confuls, and 
there being none but plebeian magiftrates in Rome to pre- 
fidc in the comitia, the ^nobility raifed difficulties againft 
holding them. They pretended, that it was not lawful 
for any plebeian, though a di£fator, to prefidc in them. 
The pontifical laws, faid they, require, that the ele^lion 
of chief magiftrates fhould be confecrated by auguries, 
which belong of right only to the patricians. They pre- 
vailed : the diftator, and the conful Popiliusi were ex- 
duded on account of their birth. As it was neceflary to 
have fo me tn a gift rate of the firft rank ^ to prefidc at the 
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clcftion, tlie republic had recourfe to an interregnunij 
during which it was governed by fix patricians, Q^Ser- 
vilius Ahala, M. Fablus, Cn. Manlius, C. Fabius, iSulpi- 
cius, and L. ^milius. Thefe governed by turns, and 
managed their affairs fo well, that the plebeians, in the 
very year in v/hich they triumphed mod, were excluded 
from a thare in the government ; for C. Sulpitius Peticus, 
and M. Valerius Popiicola, both patricians, were raifed 
to the confulate, though for the fall eleven yeas one of 
the confuls had been a plebeian. The tribunes exclaimed 
againfl: the cle£lion, as contrary to the laws j but Fabius, 
who prelided in the comitia, filenced them, by quoting a 
law of the Twelve Tables, whereby it was enafted, “ That 
only the laff edidf of the people Ihouldbe of force, and ren- 
der all preceding ones null.” From thence he inferred, 
that the Roman people, by giving their votes to two pa- 
tricians, had repealed the law, which divided the coiifu- 
latc between the patricians and plebeians 

The confuls of this year took Empulum from the Ty- 
burtines. When the time came for new elections, they Theljhur- 
declared, that they would not refign their dignity into tines are , 
any hands, but thofe from which they had received it. [ub^ 
We hold the confulate (faid they), of the fenate and 
patricians; and therefore think ourfelves bound, both in 
honour and gratitude, not to refign it into any hands but 
theirs.” This extraordinary proceeding occafioned fuch 
commotions in the Campus Martius, tliat the greater 
number of the people cried out, they ought not only to 
diffolve the affembly, but leave Rome, as their anceftora 
had done. Many aflually retired, leaving only the lead: 
paffjonate behind* them, who gave their fuffrages for two 
patricians, M. Fabius Ambuftus, and T. Quinftius Pen- 
iius, who took the field without delay againit the Tibur- 
tines and Tarquinienfes. The former were totally fub- 
dued by Fabius, and tlie latter defeated in a bloody battle 
by Q^iiidlius, who, to revenge the cruelty they had for- 
merly committed on three hundred and feven Roman fol- 
diers, .put all the prifoners to the fword, except three 
hundred and fifty-eigbt, whom he fent to Rome, 
by order of the fenate, they were fcourged, and theh ^ 
headed. Thefe victories gained the Romans fuch rep 
tation among the Italian nations, that the Samnites lent: 
sfti embaffy to Rome, to propofe an alliance with the re- 
public. The ambaffadors were kindly received by the 

^ Liv. lib. vii; cap. i8» 

, fenate, ' 



V *3® 

Sam- 
; Mes enter 
imt9 9ft al- 
Umnre ’with 
Rome* 


MtotUus ^ 
7orquaiuJ 
URutar. 


An infer ^ 
rignum. 


The ^ontM ti^oYyl 

ftiinte, and the alliance concluded, the Sarhnltes en- 
gaging to furnifh the republic with troops, when required, 
and the Romans promifing to protect them againft their 
enemies both at home and abroad 

'Fhc patricians had gained fuch an afeendant over the 
people, that they kept the confulate in their own hands, 
and promoted to that dignity C. Sulpicius Peticus, and M. 
V alerius Poplicola. The former marched againft the Tar- 
quinienfes, and the latter againft the Volfci, who were 
again in motion. The confuls had fcarce taken the field, 
when Valerius was recalled to nominate a diftatCir, the 
fenate being informed by Sulpicius, that the Cscrites were 
difpofed to take part M'ith the Tarquinienfes, and that the 
Falifci had already joined them. Valerius named T. Man- 
lius Torquarus to the dlQatorfhip, though he had never 
be^ conful, a neceftary ftep to that fupreme dignity but 
Valerius regarded nothing but the merit of Manlius in 
the choice j and his nomination was not oppofed, though 
contrary to law. The new diti^ator, having named Cor- 
nelius Coflhs to be general of horfe, was preparing to 
march againft the Ca^rites ; but they, being fenfible they 
could not wilhftand the brave Torquatus, fent deputies 
from all their towns to implore the clemency of the Ro- 
mans. The fenate referred the deputies to the people, 
who, being reminded that Ca^re had been the afylum of 
the Vcftals, when Rome was taken by the ^Gauls, re- 
ceived them into favour, and granted a truce for a hun- 
dred years. Then the didlator led his army againft the Fa- 
lifci \ and, finding no enemy in the field, laid wafte their 
country, and returned to Rome, where, all things con- 
tinued quiet, till the time came for the new eleiflions. 

The di£lator, w'ho was to prefide in the comitia, had 
forjned.a defign of excluding the plebeians; which the 
tribunes being aware of, oppofed the aflembling of the 
centuries, till the expiration of the diftatorfhip, which 
ended wdth the confuls year. Thus the republic fell into 
an interregnum ; and thofe, who then governed, found 
both parties irreconcileable. The difputes rofe to fuch a 
height, as threatened an open reyolt; vi^hich fo terrified 
th^ fathers, that they fuffered at iength the Licinian law 
to take place, and olie of the confuls to be chofen, agree- 
ably to that law, out of the plebeians. The perfons 
cJedled were, P. Valerius Poplicola, a patrician, and C, 

^ Liv. ibid, cap, 19, 
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Marclus Rutilus, a plebeian, who was now faifed to this 
office a fecond time ^ 

The hrft care of the new confuls was to regulate \\\^ The 
payment of debts, the only obftrudlion to a perfect union of 
of the patricians and plebeians. The^ no longer confi- 
dered the relief of debtors as a private affair, but as a gc- ^ ' 
neral concern of the public j and therefore chofe five men 
of known probity, and great experience, to take an ac- 
count of all the debts of the plebeians. Thefe five were 
called bankers, and had the command of the public trea- 
fury to enable them to difeharge their commifTion *, which 
they did to the fatisfaftion of both parties. Thofe who, 
out of floth and idlenefs, had plunged themfelves into 
debt, either borrowed money of thefe bankers, giving the 
treafury fccurity for it, or depofited the value of their 
debts in effedls, which were eftimated by the bankers- 
By thefe rrieans the greateft part of the debtors were re^ 
lieved without injury to any perfon, and with little lofs to 
the public. 

Tranquility being thus eftabliflied at home, the city was Yr. of FI, 
fuddenly alarmed with a repbrt, that the twelve lucumo- ^ou. 
nies of Hetruria had entered into an alliance againft the 
republic- and were ready to invade her territories. Upon ^ 
this information, Julius lulus was named diftator, and ^ 

he appointed L. jEmilius, furnamed Mamercinus, gene- yu/iuf 
ral of the horfe •, but the report proved groundlefs, and lulus dio^ 
was in all likelihood artfully fpread by the patricians, that 
they might have an opportunity of placing a man at the 
head of the republic, who was able to prevent the execu- 
tion of the Licihian law. Indeed Julius ufed, all his cre- 
dit and authority to get two patricians chofen confuls; 
but he wa5 fo warmly oppofed by the tribunes, that both 
he and the confuls went out of their office, before the 
comitia could be afiembled for a new eleftion. In the 
interregnum which enfued, C. Sulpicius Peticus and M, 

Fabiua governed focceflively, and induced the people to 
comply with the patricians. Two patricians were cho- ^ 

fen, Sulpicius himfelf, and T. Cincinnatus. TheTar- 

In their admlniftration, the Tarquinienfes and Falifci, quinienfes 
tired with the calamities of war, fubmitted to the repub- 
lie, and obtained a truce for forty years. The peace the 
Romans enjoyed giving them a favourable opportunity 
to choofe new cenfors, the day was fixed for the comitia 
to proceed to this new cleftion. 

c .Liv, lib. vii- cap. 20, 
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Npne but the moll illuftrious patricians had ever ett- 
joyed this dignity j but C. Martius Rutilus, thinking him- 
felf, though a plebeian, qualified for any poft in the" re- 
public, after he had been twice conful, and once di£lator. 
Hood candidate for this office ; and, in fpite of all oppo- 
fition of the nobles, was elected, with Cn. Manlius, a 
patrician. Ihe commons, willing to give lullrc to an 
office to which a plebeian had jult been promoted, Ovi- 
uus, one of their tribunes, propofed a law, depriving the 
confuls of the prerogative of filling up the fenate, and 
lodging this power in the cenfors- The lawpalTed; and, 
what is very extraordinanry, this important change was 
made in the republic without the leaft difturbance. The 
cenforlhip being now open to the plebeians, the patri- 
cians, in order to fecure the confulate to themfelves, and 
prevent the Licinian law from being put in execution, 
prevailed upon the confuls to name a didlator to prefide 
at the next clefllon, imagining that he would be more 
refpefted in the comitia, and have a greater influence 
over the centuries, than the confuls. The perfon raifed 
to this dignity was Fabius Ambuflus, a man diftinguilhed 
by his birth, hivS employments, and his perfonal merit. 
He had been thrice conful, and honoured with a triumph. 
He chofe for general of the horfe the famous Servilius 
Ahala, a man not inferior to himfelf; but notwithftand- 
ing thefe precautions, M. Popilius Laenas, a plebeian, who 
had been twice conful, was promoted to this dignity. His 
colleague, L. Cornelius Scipio, falling fick foon after his 
eledlion, the plebeian conful, to the great mortification of 
the nobility, became foie general of the Roman troops 

The Gauls having entered Latium, and laid wafte the 
country, were advancing towa/ds Rome. Popilius there- 
fore ordered levies to be made ; and fo great a number of 
foldiers enliffced themfelves on this occafion, that two ar- 
mies were immediately raifed, one to guard the city, under 
the command of M. Valerius Poplicola, who was then 
praetor, and the firft in that employment who was feen at 
the head of an army. Popilius marched with the reft of 
the troops to ftop the progrefs of the Gauls, who, upon 
his firft appearance, offered him battle ; but Popilius, 
who 'was well acquainted with their temper, and there- 
fore willing to let their firft heat abate, kept within his 
camp. The Gauls, thinking the Romans afraid, attacked 
them Mdiile they were raifing their works \ but were rc- 

^Liv, ibidi cap. IS. 
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)3Ulfed with great lofs. They returned, howler, the 
fame day to the charge ; and, in the beginning of the fe- 
cund attack, Popilius, expoGng himfclf too much, was 
wounded with a javelin, and carried out of the fiddr^ 
This accident fufpended the ardour of the Romans ; but 
as foon as. their general a^eared again, their courage rc-^ 
vived. They drove the Gauls into the plain, and thercf 
drawing up in the form of a wedge, penetrated into the 
main body of the enemy, and obliged them to retire with 
precipitation. The general did not think proper to pur- 
fue the fugitives *, but having taken and plundered their 
camp, led back to Rome his vid^orioLfs army, enriched 
with the fpoils of the conquered enemy. He was decreed 
a triumph at his return, which was deferred till he had re- 
covered of his wound. As his Colleague Scipio continued 
likewife indifpofed, the fenate defired the two confuls to 
name a dilator to prefide at the approaching eleftion. 
In compliance with this requeft, they named L. Furii^s 
Camillus, fon of the great Camillas, to that dignity, who 
appointed P. Cornelius Scipio to be general of the horfe. 
Thefe two patricians ufed all their intereft to make the 
election fall only on men of their order, and carried their 
point ; for Camillus was cbofen one of the confuls, and 
Appius Claudius, furnamed CraiTus, another patrician, 
was appointed his colleague ®. 

In the beginning of their confulate, the Gauls, who had 
fled for refuge to the hills of Alba, appeared again in 
great numbers on the fca-coaft of Latium ; and at the 
fame time fome Greeks, from what part Livy docs not de- 
termine, made a defeent on the coalt, which the Gauls 
were plundering. The latter, jealous of their booty, op- 
pof-^d the Greeks at their landing, and obliged them to 
retire to their fhips ; however, they continued hovering 
about the coaft, while the Gauls laid waftc and plundered 
it from the mouth of the Tiber to Antium, The republic 
made the neceflary preparations to oppofe their enemies ; 
but in the mean time Appius, one of the coitfuls, dying} 
the whole management of the war devolved upon Caroil- 
lus, whofe very name was looked upon as a good omen in 
a war with tl^ Gauls. His firft care was to xaifc a nu- 
merous army, conlifting of ten legions, amounting to 
forty-five thoufand men. Of thefe legions be gave four to 
L. Finarius the prsetor, ordering him to guaitl the fca- 
cOaft againlt the Greeks ; two he left to defend the city} 

^Liv. lib. vii. capi sj.. Appijaiii. Celtic. 
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ud with the other four marched himfclf agamfl: the 
Gauls ; but as he had no deHgn to come to a pitched bat- 
tle with them, he encamped the Pomptln territory, a 
country full of marines and rivers. 

While both armies continued inafliye, a Eerce Gaul, 
remarkable for his Hature, and the richnefs of his armour, 
challenged the bra veil man in the Roman legions to Engle 
combat. M- Valerius, a legionary tribune, great grand- 
fon of the famous Valerius Volufus, accepted the chal- 
lenge ; and is faidto hare obtained the viftory by means of 
a raven, which, perching upon his helmet, and flying in 
the face of the giant during the fight, fo blinded him with 
his wings, that he was eafily vanquilhed. The Gauls, 
defpifing the advantage Valerius had gained by the help 
of a bird, crouded round the body of their dead cham- 
pion, to hinder the Roman from ftripping him of his ar- 
mour. The Romans at the fame time haflened to the 
affiftance of Valerius, and a battle enfuing, the Gauls 
were entirely defeated- Thofc who efcaped fled through 
the country of the Volfci 5 and entering Campania, eroded 
the plains of Falemum, penetrated as far as Apulia, and 
retired to the coafts of the Adriatic Sea. As for the brave 
Valerius, the general rewarded him with a crown of gold, 
and two oxen, a confiderable prefent at that time. He 
ever after bore the name of Corrus, which fi^nifles a 
raven^ and his pofterity that of Corvinus ; which diftin- 
guiihcd this branch of the Valerian family from all the 
reft 

The conful, having thus freed I^atium from the Gauls, 
joined his army to that of the praetor Pinarius, in order to 
drive away the Greek pirates, who infefted the coaft; but 
the obftinacy of thofc adventurers, who, though they 
durft not land, continued ilill at fea, obliged him to keep 
the field longer than he expefted \ fo that the time for 
ele&ing new confuk drawing near, he was obliged to 
Yr- of FI. nominate a diQatorto prende in the comitia. The perfon 
AntVchr that dignity was the fdmous Manliu§ Tor- 

* quatus, whochofe Cornelius Cofliis general of the horfe. 
U.C.4.1^. As the didiator was charmed with the exploit of Valerius, 

■ ^ fo much refembJing his own, and had a grgit influence in 

Manlius the cle^ions, hc prevailed with the people to choofc him 
one of the confuls, though he was but twenty-three years 
of age, and too young even to have a place in thefenate. 

t Liv, lib. vii. cap. 15; z6. Aul. Gel. lib. ix. cap* 11. Zonar. 
Hb. vii. cap. X5. 
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His colleague was Popilius Lsnas, who now entered upon 
this ofEce the fourth time. 

While the Romans enjoyed profound peace both at 
home and abroad, under the adTniniftration of thefe two 
confuls^ ambafliidors came from Carthage to Rome. The 
Carthaginians were the firft nation the Romans were ac- 
quainted with out of Italy, and with whom they entered 
into an alliance. As early as the firft year after the ex- A treaty 
pulfion of the Tarquins, when Brutus and Valerius were 
confuls, thefe two nations had entered into a trea'ty, 
chiefly in relation to navigation and commerce (K). 

The treaty was now renewed, wnth fome alteration. * ^ 

The prefent confuls were fucceeded by C. Plautius Hyp- 
fxus, and T. Manlius Torquatus, who had been twice 
diftator, but now for the firft time conful. During their 
confulate the republic enjoyed a profound peace, which 
left them no room to acquire frefh glory by deeds of arms. 

They therefore endeavoured to promote the public wel^ 
fore by wife regulations ; they reduced the intereft of 
money from one to half per cent, and allowed the debtors, 
by paying down one fourth of their debts, three years to 
clifcharge the remainder, by annual and equal payments, 

A new war with the Volfci broke out during the admi- 
niftration of the fucceeding confuls, Valerius Corvus, now 
a fecond time conful, and C. P2etilius Libo. Valerius de- Satricum 
fcated the enemy, took from them Satricum, and burnt it, taken frem 
fparing only the temple of the godtiefs Matuta^. He was 
honoured with a triumph, in which four thoufand cap- 
tives marched before his chariot. In this confulate the 
fecular games, which had been iiiftituted in the year of 
Rome 297, were celebrated for the fecond time. The 
next year's confuls, M. Fabius Dorfo, and S. Sulpicius 
Camcriijus, named L Furius Camillus to be di6Iator a 
fecond time, on occafion of a war with a new enemy, the 
Aurunci, a petty 'nation near the confines of Latium, on 
the coaft of the Tyrrhenian fea. Furius oyerthrew them L. Furius 
in battle, and, at his return, built a temple, which he ^^^rthrotvM 
had vowed, during the aclion, to Juno Moneta (L). The 


g Liv. ibid. 
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(K) This treaty was yet to were more converfant in the 
be feen in Polybius’s time, on Latin tongue, could not, with- 
the bafe of a column in the an- out much lludy and labour, un* 
cieiit Roman language, which, derfland it. 
as that writer tells us, was fo (L) This name had been 
different from what was fpoken given to the queen of the goda 
in his time, that chofe who a little before the taking of 
K 1 Rome 
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year following, the Romans imagining that the goildefi«>, 
agreeable to her name, admonifhed (hem by prodigies of 
the impending wrath of the gods, C. Martins Rutilus, 
now conful a third time, and T. Manlius Impcriofus a 
fecond time, appointed P. Valerius to be didlator for the 
folemnization or the feftival, called Feria: Latins. 

The di<^ator having brought the republic to an inter- 
regnum, for fome reafon not mentioned by the hiftorians, 
the centuries chole two patricians, namely, M. Valerius 
Corvus a third time, and Cornelius Colfus, furnamed 
il\rvina. During their adminiftratioii a rupture happened 
between the Romans and Samnites. A city, at that time 
fcarce known to the Romans, fowed the feeds of difeord, 
and changed the alliance between the two nations into 
implacable hatred. The Sidicini, a people of Aufonia, 
on the other fide the Liris, being attacked by the Sam- 
nites, and not able to defend themfelves, had recniirfe to 
the people of Campania, who took up arms in favour of 
their oppreiTed neighbours, it being their interefl to ftop 
the progrefs of fo powerful an enemy. Upon this pre- 
tence the Samnites, having a profpeft of greater advan- 
tages in the conqueft of the Campanians than of the Sidi- 
cini, turned their arms againft the former ; and, as they 
were an effeniinate people, defeated them in two pitched 
battles, and threatened to befiege the city of Capu;i, their 
metropolis. In this diflrefs the magiltrates had recourfe 
to Rome, whither they fcnc an embafly to implore the 
afliltance of the republic ; but the fenatc returned to their 
humble addrefs the following anfwer : “ The fenate of 
Rome think you worthy of their proteftion *, but we muft 
have regard to our ancient friendfhip with the Samnites. 
We cannot, therefore, take arms in your favour ; but wc 
will intreat the Samnites,, oar friends, to put an end to 
their Itoftllities." The Capuan deputies had hitherto 
fpoken only of an alliance and confederacy with the Ro- 
mans ; but now, diflatisfied with the anfw^cr they had 
received, purfuant to the powers with which they had 

Rome by the Gauh. It was 
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been invefted, made this farther declaration : Since the 
Romans fcruple to attack openly the Samnites, conti ary to 
the faith of their treaties, let them, at leaft, not be afraid 
to defend their own property againft the unjufl ufurpations 
of their enemies : the people of Campania, the city of Ca- 
pua, our lands, our temples^ every thing we have, divine 
and human, we abfolutely give and furrendcr to you. 
From this time, therefore, all our Ioffes will be yours''.’' 

This donation in due form, by ambaffadors authorized 
to make it, was of great weight with the fenate. They 
did not think their alliance with the Samnites obliged 
them to refufe it ; and therefore, without delay difpatch- 
ed ambaffadors ro intreat the Samnites* as friends, to 
fpare a province which belonged to Rome. In cafe the 
Samnites could not be prevailed upon by thefe gentle me- 
thods, the ambaffadors were directed to give them notice, 
in the name of the people and fenate of Rome, to quit the 
country immediately. But the Samnites, m proud and 
warlike people, were fo far from being intimidated by the 
majefty of the Roman name, that their magiftrates feiit 
for the commanders of their troops, and ordered tlieni, in 
the prefence of the Bnman ambaffadors, to go inftantly 
and ravage Campania. This infult filled the fenate and 
people with indignation. All other huTirtefs was la!d 
afide, that they might apply themfelves wholly to the 
preparations for a war, which was declared with all the 
ceremonies inftituted by Numa on fuch occafions. Two 
armies being raifed, it was the lot of Valerius to march 
with one into Campania, while Cornelius, with the other, 
carried the war into Samnium. The Itrefs of the war lay 
at fir(t on Valerius, who polled his troops on Mount 
Gaurus, in Campania, and continued in that advantageous 
fituation, till his men, by frequent fkirmilhing with the 
Samnites, had learnt their way of managing arms. He 
affembled his troops; and having encouraged them, in a 
long fpeech, not to be afraid of a new enemy, to remem- 
ber their ancient valour, and to gain the honours of a 
triumph for one defeended from the great Poplicola, 
marched out of his camp, and drew up his men in battalia. 
As the two armies were pretty equal in numbers, the vic- 
tory was long difputed, without any confidfsrable advan- 
tage on either fide. The Roman savalry attempted in vain 
to break the enemy's battalions. Valerius feeing their 
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mifcarpiage, put himfelf at the head af the infiintry, and, 
encouraging the legions to follow his example, threw 
himfelf into the midft of the Samnite cohorts, and, being 
followed by his legionaries, made a dreadful havock. 
The dead Jay in heaps round the enemy’s ftandards ; yet 
their cohorts kept their ground, refolved to defend them- 
felves to-the Jaft. At length Valerius ordered the Roman 
cavalry to attack the enemy in flank-, but they flood the 
fliock till night put ai| end to the confli£l. After the 
battle the Romans owned, that they had never engaged a 
more intrepid enemy ; and would not have known that 
they had gained the vidlory, had not the Samnites de- 
ferted their camp in the night, and abandoned it to the 
conquerors K 

While Valerius thus figtialized his valour in Campa- 
nia, his colleague Cornelius, having imprudently left his 
camp, which was advaiitageoufly ported near Saticula, 
on the coiiftties of Samnium, marched through a moun- 
tainous country into a foreft, out of which there was but 
one paflage, through a deep valley, which, as well as the 
wood, was lined with the enemy’s forces; fo that he 
found himfelf, when it was not in his power to alter his 
march, furrounded by the Samnites. This dirtrefs threw 
the conful into the utmoft confternation ; but it fortunT 
ately happened, that be had a brave officer among bis 
troops, who extricated him from the danger. This was 
the famous P. Decius Mus, as yet only a legionary tri- 
bune, who afterwards fo nobly fignalized his Jove for his 
country. The prudent tribune, obferving an eminence 
at a diftance, which commanded the camp of the Sam- 
nites, and had been neglc£fcd by them, propofed to the 
conful, that be might be detached with a fmall body to 
take pofleflion of it- The general approved of the defign, 
and detached a fmail body of troops, under the command 
of Decius ; who, taking his way through the wood, con- 
cealed his march fo well, that the enemy did pot difeover 
him till he, was near the port:, which he was going to 
feize ; and then the fight of the Romans climbing up the 
||rock was fucb a furpri^c to them, that they could come 
to no detertnitiatipn ; being in fufpenfe, whether they 
Ihould attack the conful, or Decius. In the mean time 
the Roman general, taking advantage of this irrefolutlon, 
tnarched Put of the valjey without moleftation. Dscius 
did not doubt, but the enemy would attack him on his 

* Liv. ibid cap, 31, 33, 
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hill, or {but up the avenues to it; but when be perceir- 
ed, that they neither came Co attack him, nor attempted 
to furround him, and cut off his retreat, he took a view 
of the avenues to the hil), and placed centinels at them, 
with orders to return lilentJy to the main body, at the 
fecond watch of the night. When, at that hour, all his 
men were re-afiembled, he laid before them the neceflify 
of leaving the place where they were ; and put it to ihc 
vote, whether they fhouM ftay for day -light, or march 
off immediately, and force a way through the enemy, 
while they were afleep. The latter propofal being uni- 
verfally approved, Decius put himfclf at the head of his 
troops, and marched down the rock in great hlence. 

They had got half-way through the enemy's camp, when 
a Roman folrlier, ftriking his foot againlt the buckler of 
a Samnite, awaked a ccntinel, who gave the alarm in that 
quarter* The Samnites immediately ran to arms, not 
knowing whether it Was Decius and his troop, the con- 
ful and his army, or fome Samnite of the camp, who 
had difturbed their reft. In the i^idft of this uniYerfid 
confuhon, Decius ordered his men to give a great Ihoot; 
which doubled the confhrnation of the Samnii^s, while 
the Romans gained the plain, and made their efcape, none 
of the Samnites daring to follow or attack them. 

When Decius approached the confuTs camp, as it was 
not yet day, he ordered his men to halt, celling them, 
that they deferved to enter the camp in a more glorious 
manner, than in filence and darknefs. Next morning the 
whole army marched out to meet that brave troop, which 
had faved their lives at the peril of their own, and con-^ 
durted them in triumph to the generars tent, who, hav- 
ing fummoned all his foldiers to hear bis harangue, was 
beginning to make the panegyric of Decius; but the 
brave tribune, rather choobng to give his general good 
advice, than to hear his own praifes, advifed him to march 
away immediately, and furprife the camp of the enemy, 
who, in all probability, had fent out detachments in queft 
of him.. This advice was followed; the Romans fur- 
prifed the Samnites rambling about the fields, and pur- 
fued them to their camp, which the conful took and plun- 
dered, aftey having cut in pieces above thirty thoufand of 
the e^my. 

When Decius returned to the camp^ the conful re- Dermire^ 
fumed his panegyric; but as words were not a Efficient 
acknpwlegement of his merit, he honoured him with all 
the military rewards that were ever given to a fobaltem. 

R 4 Befidea 
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BeGdes a crown of gold, he had a prcfcnt of a hundred 
oxen, and a white bull with gilt hornB. As for the fol- 
diers of his detachment, the conful afligned them a dou- 
ble quantity of corn during life, and gave each of them 
two faga, or military "habits. The legions likewife figna- 
lized their gratitude to their dclivcrci;, by putting on his 
head an obGdional crown, which it was cuCiomary among 
the Romans to bcftow on a general, w^ho relieved them 
when befiegcd. This crown was made of the grafs grow- 
ing in the place, and called corona obfidionalis. i\nd 
now the detachment, which Decius had brought fafe 
out of the danger into which he had led them, thinks 
ing thcmfclves obliged to beftow fome mark of diftinc- 
tion on their leader, crowned him with a crown of oak- 
leaves, which was called the civic crown, and thought 
the moft honourable of all military rewards- Thus, load- 
ed with three crowns at once, he offered up the white bull 
in facrifice to Mars, by way of thankfgiving, and diflri- 
buted the hundred oxen among the companions of his 
danger, and (harers of his glory. The reft of the legions 
made, likewife, a prefent to the company who had fol- 
lowed Decius, conGfting of fome pounds of meal, and 
meafurcs of wine 

The campaign did not ^nd m ith this vidory. The 
Samnites, who had been routed by Valerius, having raif- 
cd new forces, appeared before SuefTula, a town Gtuateil 
between Nola and Capita, Valerius haftened to the re- 
lief of the Sueffulani ; and, in order to deceive the encr 
my, encamped within as narrow a compafs as he could, 
hoping they would attack him in his entrencliments i but 
the Samnites, judging that the Ptomans mull foon want 
proviGons, kept quiet in their camp- Thus both armies 
continued fome time iiiafliye ; but at length the Sam- 
jiites, being Jiftrefled for want of proviGons, Valerius 
TIte Sam- attacked their camp, while the greater part of their forces 
were difperfed about the country in queft of neceffaries, 
again bv forced it, and made a great flaughtcr, while his cavalry 
f Sirius, c^fed the feveral detacnincnts which were fpragmg. We 

are told, tlut the Roman foldier^ brought to their general 
above forty thoufand of the enemy's bucklers ; the Sam- 
nites having thrown tbpm away, that they might not ini- 
cumber them in their flight. One hundred and twenty 
ftandtrdfl were likewife taken from the enemy in this ac- 
tion. Both coafuls retutne4 tq RopiO) they were 

^ Liv* lib. vii. cap. ss, Aug^ GcK lib. v. cap. 6. 
y Imnourcd 
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honoured with a triumph. The fucccfles of this glorious 
campaign gave a new luftre to the republic, both among 
the neighbouring and diftant nations The Falifci changed 
the truce, which they had made with the Romans, fnt6 
a treaty of alliance. The Latins, who had taken up armG> 
with defign to employ them againR the republic, if (he 
had been worfted in this war, turned theii hoftillties 
againft the Peligni, a Samnite nation, as it were to affift 
the Romans, whom they really had intended to betray. 

And laftly, the Carthaginians fent to compliment the re- 
public on her fuccefs, and made a prefen t of a cfown of 
gold, of twenty pounds weight, to Jupiter Capitolinus, 
by way of thankfgiving for her viftories. This year end- 
ed with a cenfus, by which it appeared that the num- 
ber of Romans, able to bear arms, amounted to one hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand. The ceremony clofed with a 
hiflrum, which was the twcnty-fecond fince its firll infli- 
tution by king Seivius. 

The following year C. Martius Rutilus was elcfled the 
fourth time to the confulatc, and with him Scrvilius 
Ahala. The latter encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Rome, while the former marched into Campania, where 
he found a general depravation of manners in fome co- 
horts of Roman foldiers, who had been left in Capua all 
winter. He even difeovered, that they had entered into Some Ka- 
a plot among themfelves, to drive the natives out of Cam- ^anfol- 
panla, and to feize that delicious country for themfelves. 

To difappoint this fcheme, he contrived to fend away the to feixe 
moll mutinous, without treating them difgracefully, or Campoma, 
letting his defign appear. At length the foldiers, fufpedl- 
ing be was aware of their plot, and being alarmed with 
the apprehenfion of punifhment, one whole cohort de- 
ferted ; and, polling themfelves advantageoufly near 
Anxur, in a narrow pafs, between the fca on%nc fide, and 
high mountains on the other, were foon* joined by great 
numbers of malcontents from the city and the camp. As 
•they were ftill at a lofs for a leader, they furprifed by 
night, in his bed, one T. QuimRIus, an excellent com- 
mander, who had retired fome time before from public 
life to his farm, and forced him to go with them, as their 
general, to Rome. Their approach fo terrified the city, 
that a didlator was named, to alTemble forces, and oppofe 
thefe mutineers. The perfon appointed was Valerius 
Corvus, who cfme to a parly with them ; and, being ex^ 
trcmely beloved by the foldiery, prevailed with them to 
fubmit. ^ lArw. 

However, 
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Howevcfj the rebels, befides a general pardon, which 
was granted by the fenate, and confirmed by the people 
in comitia, obtained many conceffions, which certainly 
would not have beei> made, if the fenate had not dreaded 
their number and difcipline- 

The Romans, by thefe condcfccnficns to the rebels, loft 
credit among their neighbours- Privernum revolted, but 
was foon reduced by C. Flautius Hypfxus, now the fe» 
cond time conful. His colleague, L. Emilias, laid waflc 
the country of the Samnites, who were ft> weakei>ed by 
the tvi'o late overthrows, that they durft not appear in the 
field V but fued for peace, and an alliance with Rome. 
Thefe being obtained, they turned their arms once more 
againft the Sidiciai, who, being refufed fuecour, even 
upon the terms of being fubjeft lo the republic, gave 
themfelves up to the Latins, already in arms to recover 
their independence. The Campanians, forgetting the be- 
nefits they had received from the Romans, and their en- 
gagements with the republic, followed the example of the 
Sidicini, and joined the Latins. An army, formed of 
thefe three united nations, entered Samnium, laying waftc 
all before them ; but not being able to bring the Samnites 
to a battle, foon retired for want of provifions. Their 
retreat gave the Samnites an opportunity of fending am- 
bafladors to Rome, to complain of her fufferiiig the La- 
tins and Campanians, her allies and fubje£f:it, to commit 
hoflilities in Samniutn. The fenate indeed did not ap- 
prove of the hofiilities the Latins had committed, but 
were afhamed to own, that they had no longer power 
over them- The conful Plautius, therefore, in the name 
of the fenate, returned the following anfwcr : The 

Campanians are our fub]e£lsi and we will, therefore, ob- 
lige them to let you live in peace. But as for the Latins, 
our treaty ol alliance, with them does not reftri£l them 
from engaging in any war without our confent ; and tfacre<R 
fore we can promife nothing in relation to, them.^’ 

This anfwcr left the Samnites in a melancholy uncer-. 
tainty, offchded the Campanians, and, as it feemed to 
betray a fenfo of weaknefs in the Romans^* raifed the fpi- 
rits of the Latins to fuch a degree, that they imagined 
they could not now den^nd any thing which the Romans 
would dare to refufe. They fecretly combined with the 
Campanians to attack the Romansi though, in appear- 
ance, their preparations were only againft the Samnites- 
But the fenate, informed of their intentions, lefolved to 
anticipate their deGgn», and, with this view, to bring on 
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ihe eleftlon of new confuls before the ufual time. Ac- 
cordingly, they obliged the prefent confuls to abdicate 
but fome religious fcruples being raifed concerning the 
holding of the comitia by confuls depofed before the ex- 
piration of their year, the government was reduced to an 
interregnum ; and two prefidencs, Valerius Corvus and 
M. Fabius, were named to govern in the mean time fuc- 
celTivelyj each five days in his turn. While the latter 
was in office, the people were aflembled in the Campus 
Martius ; and it being of the utmoft importance to eboofe 
two able men to fit at the helm, the centurit;s pitched 
upon the famous Manlius Torquatus and Uccius Mns, 
the former a patrician, and the latter a plebeian. The 
republic promifed herfelf a continued feries of profperity 
under the adminiftration of thefe two illufhrious ma- 
giftrates. Torquatus was a man of inflexible feverity in 
fupporting military difeipline ; Dccius had a more hu- 
mane temper; and both colleagues were equally famous 
for piety towards the gods, and a love for their country. 

In the beginning of their conlulate, Alexander, king of 
Epirus, and brother to Olympias, the mother of Alex- 
ander the Great, arrived in Italy, on the invitation of comalntQ 
the Tarentines, to affill them againlt the Brutians. This Italy 
prince hoped to have fubdued all Italy as eafily as his 
nephew had reduced Perfia ; ljut was not fo fuccefsful in 
his fcheme, having to contend with more warlike nations. 

He gained, indeed, fome fmall advantages over the Lu- and coh~ 
canians and Brutians at his firft coming ; but foon found dudes an 
it iieceffary to court the friendffiip of the more powerful Mance 

nations of Italy, particularly of the Romans, with whom 
, 1 j 1 ir 1 ^ Romans, 

he cojicluded an alliance - 

After this traiifadion, the two confuls made it their Ten of 
whole bufinefs to prevent the revolt of the Latins ; and Latin 
the firll ftep they took for that purpofe, was to fummon 
ten of the Latin chiefs to appear at Rome, and give an ® 

account of their preparations for war. The Latin coun- 
cil fent one L. Annius, a man of great credit among 
them, with ten more, to Rome, to demand, as a condi- 
tion of renewing the alliance between the two nations, ^ 
that one of the confuls, and half of thefenatc, fhould be 
for the future tJhofen out of the Latins. This demand 
was rejefted with indignation, and war immediately de- 
clared. The confuls, having formed two , armies, confift- The con- 

iiig entirely of Romans, marched through the territories./"''-^ 

° againft tht 

iLivi lib, viii. ^p. s, 3. ]uftm. lihf xii. cap. »• Latins^ 

qI . . 
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of the Marfi, entered the country of the Peligni, and en- 
camped in Campania at the foot of Mount Vefuvius, at 
n fmall diflance from the enemy’s camp. The night be- 
fore the battle, which foon enfued, both confuls are faid 
to have dreamt the fame dream. A man of a gigantic 
ftaturc, and majeftic mien, appeared to them, and told 
them, th^l^e viftory was decreed to that army of the 
two, whole general Ihould devote himfelf to the Dii 
Manes. When it was day, the two confuls communi- 
cated their dreams to each other. The arufpices made 
fuch difeoveries in the entrails of the viftims, as con- 
firmed the dreams. It was therefore agreed in a courlcil 
of war, that Manlius fhould command the right wing, 
and Decius the left, in the enfuing battle; and that he, 
whofe troops firft gave w^ay, fhould devote himfelf to 
fave his country, and rulh into the midft of the ene- 
my’s battalions. In the fame council of war, confiding 
of the two confuls, all the lieutenant-generals, and le- 
gionary tribunes, it was likewife determined, that the an- 
cient difcipline fiiould be ftri£lly obferved in the prefent 
war, and that no officer or foldier fhould dare io fight 
the enemy without exprefs orders, or out of his rank, 
upon pain of death. This regulation was made, bccaufe 
tlie enemy they were now to engage with fpoke the fame 
language, were armed after the fame mnmier, obferved 
the fame way of fighting (M), and were perfonally ac- 

^M) The order of battle, in rans, and the main fir eng th of 
which the Romans formed their the army. The principcs were 
army before an engagement, in armed with fwoids, and the 
Manlius’s time, was as fol- triarii with javelins called pila. 
lows: they formed the whole In after-ages, thehailatl, prin- 
body of their troops into three cipes, and triarii feem to have 
lines, Aftinguifhed by the borne much the fame arms, 
names of hallati, principcs. At the time of this war with 
and triarii. The haftati, who the Latins, there was a fpace 
compofed the firft line, were of fifty feet between the firft 
fo ftyled from the javelins and fecond lines, and of one 
called hadae, which they bore, hundred feet between the fe- 
The princes, who made the cond and the third : and as 
lecond linef^ were fd called, ac- fpaces were left between the 
cording to Varro, becaufe, in lines, fo likewife between the 
inbre ancient times, they were dififerent mauipuli or compa- 
. placed in tl» front of the bat- nics of each line, thefe com- 
tle, and msgan ' the attack, panics being divided from each 
The triarii were fo named, be- other by fpaces thirty feet 
caufe they made the third line ; wide ; fo that in a line of ten 
they were commbhly vete- manipidi there were nine of 

ihcfe 



^he Roman Hijlory. 

Kjuainted with moft of the Roman officers, under whom 
they had ferved in former wars 

m Liv. lib. viii. cap, S. 


thefc fpaccs. But thefe open- 
ings were not fo difpofed, as 
to yield a diret'!: palTage uo the 
enemy, from the front of the 
army to the rear. The ma- 
nipuli of the fecond line ftood 
behind the openings of the 
firll, and the manipull of the 
third behind thofe of the fc- 
cond ; fo that the order of the 
whole refembled that of trees, 
called by gardeners quincunx. 
When the haftati happened to 
be overpowered, they retired 
in good order, ftill facing the 
enemy, towards the principes, 
fell into the intervals of their 
ranks, and, together with them, 
renewed the If the ha- 

ftati and principes, thus join- 
ed, were too weak to fuftain 
the fury of the onfet, they 
fell back into the wider inter- 
vals of the triarii, and then all 
together made another effort, 
much more vig;orous than any 
before. If this aftault proved 
ineffet5tual, the battle was en- 
tirely loft as to the foot, there 
being no farther referves. The 
whole fecret of the Roman arc 
of war lay in difpofing their 
armies after this manner, and 
leaving thefe fpaces open in the 
firft and fecond lines. It was 
almoft impoffible that this me- 
thod ftiould prove unfucceff- 
ful, if duly obferved ; for for- 
tune, in each engagement, 
muft have failed them three 
different times, before they 
could be routed. As for the 
Roman cavalry, they were al- 
ways polled at the wings of the 


army, and fought fometimes 
on foot, fome times on horfe- 
back, -as occafiojg^, required, like 
our dragoons. '"^'At this time 
they were not numerous among 
the Romans, there being but 
twelve hundred horfe in an 
army of twenty thoufand men. 
As to the ftations of the com- 
manders, the confuls and lieu- 
tenant-generals took their polls 
in the middle of the fpace 
between the principes and 
the triarii, where the Roman 
eagles flood. The legati and 
tribunes were ufually polled 
near them, unlefs the former 
were ordered to command the 
wings, or the others fome par- 
ticular part of the army. The 
centurions flood every man at 
the head of his century nr 
company. The common fol- 
diers were placed in feveral 
ranks, at the diferetion of the 
centurions, according to their 
age, ftrength, and experience, 
every man having three feet 
fejuare allowed him to manage 
his arms in. The Latin troops 
being drawn up in the fame 
manner as the Roman, it was 
probable, that the centurions 
of the two armies would en- 
counter each other. But the 
Romans not being men of fo 
much bodily ftrength as the 
Latins, Livy tells us, that the 
centurions of the Roman le- 
gions obtained leave of the 
confuls to have each of them 
a fub-centurion to defend and 
allill him (i), # 


(i) Liv. libi Tiii, cap. 8. 


It 
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^ht confur j 
fon being 
fhaHenged 
by a Latirif 
killi him. 


Ho-w re- 
ceived by 
kisj other. 


It happened, foon after thefc orders were proclnimt^cf, 
that young Manlius, the conful’s fon, being Tent at the 
head of a detachment of horfe to obferve the enemy's 
motions, met an advanced fquadron of the enemy, com- 
manded by Gcininius Metius, who, knowing theconful’s 
fon, challenged him to a finglc combat. Manlius, piqued 
in point of honour, and forgetting the late orders of the 
generals, accepted the challenge; fo that both parties 
drew back, and left the field open for the two champions. 
They rode full fpeed againft each other, and Manlius's 
lance only glanced upon his adverfary’s helmet. Then 
the two combatants wheeling about, returned to the 
charge, when Manlius wounded Metius's horfe on the 
head with his lance. The violence of the blow made the 
horfe rear, and the’fuddennefs of the (hock threw Metius 
to the ground. He endeavoured to raife himfelf with his 
buckler and lance, but Manlius gave him fo violent a 
thriifiin the throat, that he drove the point of his lance 
out at his fide ; and, having ftripped him of his fine 
armour, returned to the camp full or glory foi his viftory, 
but uncertain of the reception he (hould meet with from 
the confuls. He palTed triumphantly through the midft 
of the army, and, going ftrait to his father's tent, ac- 
cofted him thus ; Father, I have followed your example ; 
1 was challenged, like you, by an infulting enemy ; and 
here I lay his fpoils at your feet." The confuJ, at ihefe 
words, turning his back upon his fon, ordered the troops 
to be immediately aflembled, and in their prefence made 
him this reply : “ Since you, Titus Manlius, have been 
fo rafh as to nght the enemy without my orders, you muft 
expiate your crime. You have conquered, and therefore 
deferve to be rewarded. But your difobedicnce muft be 
punifhed with the utmofl feverity. How'^ could you de- 
fpife the authority both of a father and a conful ? How 
could you break through that difeipline, to the ftrift ob- 
fcrvancc of which Rome has hitherto ow^ed her preferva- 
tion } Hard is the neceflity you reduce me to, when you 
fcM-ce aie either to forget that I am a father, or that 1 am 
a judge. But neither your grief nor mine fliall prevail 
over the fidelity I owe' my country. We fhall be a mc- 
laiKrholy exampic to poftcrity, but a wholcforrre precedent 
to the Roman youth. In you I lofe a fon endeared tif me 
by the tcndcr^ffedlion of a father, and by your late vic- 
tory. But, aias ! fitice I muft either eftablifh the confu- 
lar authority by a rigorous a£t of juflice, or weaken it by 
ypur impunity, die as braircly as yoahave conquered. If 


you 
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-you liavc but one drop of tbe Manli^ blood iti yourvcins* 
you will not refufe to repair the breach you have made in 
the military difcipliiie, by undergoing the punifliment due 
to your offence.” This faid, he firft crowned his fon as 
viiSor, and then ordered the liftors to tic him to a flake. 

All prefect were fturined with the feiitencc, as if it 
had been flronounced againft themfelves • and when tbe 
litlor lifted up his ax to flrike off the young conqueror^s ptrt tw 
head, an outcry was raifed by the army, as if the ftrokc ^sathfor 
had been to fall upon each officer and foldler prefent. 

However, they offered no violence to the conful or the of 
liciorj but, feeing the young man's head ftruck off, and hijgener^ 
his blood gufh out, vented their rage againft the general 
in imprecations and inveftives. They covered the dead 
body with the fpoils of his conquered enemy, and expreff- 
cd their affliction by the mofl pompous obfequies they could 
per*form for him in the field. It is fcarce to be imagined 
how tractable this feverity of Manlius made his army for 
the future ; his orders were obfeived, and put in execu- 
tion, with all poffiblc cxaCtiiefs, which greatly contribut- 
ed to the victory he gained a few days after". 

When the day of battle came, both armies drew up in 
the plains at the foot of Mount Vcfuvius, in the road 
leading to the town of Veferis. As they were equal in 
numbers, and uniform in their way of fighting, the onfet 
was furious on both fides, neither party, for fome time, 
gaining any advantage over the other. At length the left 
wing of the Romans, commanded by Dccius, being vi- 
gorouHy preffed by the Latins, gave giound, fo that the 
firlt line was forced to retire, without turning their backs 
to the enemy, into the intervals of the fecond line. This Denas 
difrtdvantage reminded Decius of the agreement with 
his colleague. He therefore called out to Valerius, the 
pontifex maximus, to perform the ceremony of confecra- 
tion, that he might devote himfelf in due form. Vale- 
rius ordered him to quit his military habit, and put on 
the robe he wore -in the fenate. Then he covered his 
head with a veil, ordered him to put forth bis hand under 
his robe to his chin, and, ftanding with both feet upon 
his javelin, to repeat after him the following words : O 
Janus, Jupiter, Mars, Romulus, Bellona, and ye Lares 
and Jfcvenfilcs (N) ! All ye heroes who dwell in heaven, 

“ Liv. 1^ viii. c*p. 7- Flor. lib. i, cap. 4. Zonar. Iro. vi. cap. i 6^ 

(N) This word Nuvenllles are of opipipn, that it fignifiQs 
ii varioufly interpreted : fome the new-created gods, or thofe 

whofe 
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and all yc gods who rule over^-us and our enemies, efp6- 
^ cially ye gods of hell * I hotiour you, invoke you, and 

kumbly intreat you to profper the arms of the Romans, 
and to transfer all fear and terror ffom them to their ene- 
mies; and I do, for the fafety of the Roman people, and 
their legions, devote myfelf, andj with myfclf, the army 
and auxiliaries of the enemy, to the infernai gods, and 
the goddefs of the earth.” Decius, having finifhed this 
prayer , ordered his liiffors to acquaint his colleague 
that he had devoted himfelf for the fafety of the army. 
Then, tucking up his robe, and girding it round him, he 
mounted his horfe, and rode full fpced into the thickeft 
of the enemy’s battalions. Both the Romans and Latins 
were furprifed at this fight. The conful broke through 
the firfl: line of the enemy’s arrny, and penetrated to the 
centre, the Latins being terrified, and, as it were, thun- 
dcffli'uck at this new fpeftacle. At length, recovering 
from their furprife, they difeharged a fhower of darts at 
iifiain. the devoted conful, who fell to the ground with num- 
berlefs wounds. 

The death of the conful gave new courage to the Ro- 
mans. Thofe who had retired, returned to the charge 
with redoubled vigour. However, the Latins flill kept 
iheir ground, and in fome places had the advantage. 
When news were brought to Manlius of his colleague’s 
death, he fhed fome tears, giving him the praifes he de- 
ferved ; then he ordered a body of volunteers to advance 
into the fir 11 line, referving the triarii, or ihofe of the 
third line, who conftituied the main ftrength of the army, 
to the laft extremity. The Latins, being hard prefl'ed by 
thefe frefh troops, and taking them for the Roman triarii, 
ordered their own triarii to advance ; and this miftake de- 
termined the victory, hitherto doubtful, in favour of the 
Romans. For the Latins being exhaufted, and having for 
the mod part broken or blunted their weapons in repulfmg 
tjie Romans once more, when they thought themfelves 
fare of the victory, the Roman triarii, by order of IVJan- 
lius, appeared; and having raifed a loud fhout, which 

whofe worfhip had been lately Vcfta, Minerva, Feronia, 
introduced in Rome. Others Concord, Good Faith, For- 
pretend it fignified the nine tune. Chance, and Health. 
Mufes. Varro, by the word Some read Novenfides inllead 
Novenfiles, " underftands the of Novenfiles, and underAatwl 
nine deities brought to Rome thereby another kind of gods, 
by the Sabines ; namely, Lara, who prefided over novelties. 

, di&naycd 



The Roman Hifloty, 257 

difmayed the enemy, fell upon them, while fatigued. The Latin 
with fiich fury, that fcarce a fourth part of their army re- armyrauu 
mained alive. The Sa'mnites, for whofe fake this battle ^ ^ 
Was fought, had no {hare in it, but continued in battalia, fiau^htnm 
at fome diflance from the Roman army, at the foot of 
Mount VcfuviuSj and only ferved to keep the enemy a 
little in fear 

The Latins, who efcaped the {laughter, fled to Mintur- 
nse, a little above the mouth of the Liris. There Numi- 
cius, their general, by caufing letters to be fpread about 
in Latium, and the country of the Volfci, reprefenting 
the flight of the Latins only as an honourable retreat, drew 
many to his camp, who had not been prcfent at the late 
aftion. Having thus formed a new army, he took the 
road to Capua, being determined to try the fortune of 
arms once more with the Romans, and hoping to furprife 
them with his fudden return. But Manlius met him on 
his march, at a village called Trifana, in the neighbour- 
hood of SinuelTa, gave him a fecond overthrow, and then Are a^ain 
entering Latium, laid it wafte without oppofition. All I'outed. 
the Latin cities furrendcred at difcrction, as did Priver- 
num, in the territory of the Volfci. All Campania, with The Latins 
Capua its capital, was brought into fubjedlion to its Cam^ 
former mailers. The conful difpoflefled the Campanians, 

Latins, and Privernates, of their lands, and diltributed 
them among the people of Rome. However, the Lauren- 
tini in Latium, and the Campanian knights, who were 
the flower of the nobility of the country, and had not 
been concerned in the revolt, were continued in their 
pofle/Tions and privileges; nay, thefe faithful knights, to 
the number of fixtcen hundred, were made citizens of 
RooiC, but without right of fufirage : and, that this grnnt 
might be the more authentic, it Was engraved on brals, 
and fixed up in the temple of Caftor and Pollux An 
annual penflon of foity-five denarii, that is, one pound 
nine {hillings flerling, was alfo afligned to each, out of the 
public revenues of Campania. It is not to be doubted, 
that Manlius, after fo many fignal conquefts, obtained the 
honours of a triumph, notwithftariding Livy's filence on 
this head. 

He foon after fell Tick ; and, as a Roman general wag 
wanted to oppofe fome frefh incurfions of the Antiates, he 
nominated L. Papirius CrafTus, then praetor, to the didla- 
torfhip ; who, having appointed L. Papirius Curfor for 

® Liv.lib, viii. cap. g. P Idem, ibid, cap* xi, 
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mafter of the horfe, kept his troops fome months in th® 
enemy’s country upon free quarter, and then returned to 
Rome, to prcfide at the clediion of new confuls, when 
Publilius, a plebeian, and Tih. -/^milius, a patrician, 
were chofen. In their adminiftratlon the Latins revolted, 
anil formed two armies. Publilius, fucceeding in an ex- 
pedition againfl » iic them, was honoured with a triumph ; 
but jdimilius, ha ing only gained flight advantages over 
the other, was refufed that honour j a repulfc which fo 
incenlcd him, that no tribune ot the people cv^r inveighed 
more bitterly againfl the nobility than this patrician con- 
ful. The fenate, to prevent diflurbances, ordered, him to 
name a didlator. ./I^milius obeyed*, but, in revenge, 
named his plebeian colleague, who appointed Brutus Sctc- 
va, another plebeian, to be general of the horfe. The 
dicliato;, entirely devoted to the people, employed all his 
power and influence to cllablifh their rights on a folid 
foundation. This aim he efledlcd by three laws, which 
he either made or revived. The firfl imported, that the 
decrees made by the people, at the requeft of their tri- 
bunes, fhouldbind all the fubjetls of the republic. The 
lecond, that, for the future, the laws which were to be 
pafled by the centuries fliould be hrll approved by the fe- 
iiate, fubjcdl to the approbation of the people. liitherto 
the comitia ufed to pals the laws firfl:, and the fenate had 
a power of accepting or rejeQing them. The third law 
enacted, that one of the cenfors Ihould always for the iu- 
ture be a plebeian The fenate, to pique il'imilius, who 
was very tender of his honour, ordered the next year’s 
confuls, L. Furius Camillus, grandfon to the great Ca- 
millus, and C. Msnius, a plebeian, to end the war which 
he had left unfinifhed. That the new confuls might not 
fail of fuccefs, the fenate plentifully furniflicd them 
with men., ammunition, arms, and provifion, by which 
means the united forces of the Latins were defeated, the 
town of Pedum was taken by alTault, and all Latium 
brouglu under fubjeiTion. The confuls, having finiflieJ. 
the war, returned to Ptome, where they were honoured, 
not gnly with a triumph, but alfo with two equcflrian fta- 
tues creeled in the forum ^ 

ihe confuls, having fome time to continue iii their 
office, employed it in determining the fate of t^he con- 
quered. Camillus was inclined to clemency, and advifed 
the fathers father to incrcafe the fubjetls of the republic, 

H Liv, lib- viii. cap. iz. r Idem ibid, cap. Eutrup. lib ii* 
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by admitting the Latins to the privileges of Roman citi- 
Jiens, than to exterminate them, and reduce their country 
to a defert. The chief men in the fenatc adhered to the: 
confurs advice. But, as fome cities had been more cri- 
minal than others, it was thought proper to make a dif- 
tintlioii in the treatment of them, l^anuvium, Aricia, 
Nomentum, and Pedum, were made Roman muhicipia ; 
their foldiers had the privilege ot being incorporated in 
the legions, fhared all the advantages of the Roman fol- 
dicry, and were no longer upon the footing of auxiliaries. 
The Tufculans were reltored to the enjoyment of their 
Ijprivileges, the fenatc being unwilling to condemn a whole 
‘country for the faults of a few. Velitra was rafed, and its 
fenate and inhabitants were removed into another city be- 
yond the Tiber. The Antiates M^ere indulged with the free- 
dom ofRoman citizens ; but their fleet, confifting of fix 
gallies, was partly burnt, 7md partly carried into the Pio- 
man ports. With the brafs beaks of their veflcls, called 
in Latin rojlroy the conful Mxmius adorned the pulpit 
from whence the Roman magiftrates harangued the peo- 
ple ; and hence it was ever alter called the rollra. The in- 
habitants ofTybur and Prrenellc w^ere deprived of all 
their lands, not fo much on account of their late revolt, 
us for having formerly , affifted the Gauls- And, laftly^ 
all the Latins were forbidilen to afl'emble their diets, as 
ufual, to marry out of their refpeclive tribes, or to have 
common markets or lairs lor trade. As for the cities of 
Campania, their lands were divided among the Rorrians. 
Thus were the two moll fruitful provinces of Italy fub- 
dued by the republic, and the Latins, from allies of 
Ptorr,e, made her fubje<fls 

In the following coiifulatL of C. Sulpiclus Longus and 
P. .radius P^etus, Publilius, though a plebeian, obtaint d 
the praetoffliip, the only great dignity which the plebeians 
had not before fhared with the nobility. Thus the people 
being arrived at the height of their defires, all pretences 
for fatlion were taken away. The confuls of the new 
year, L. Papiiius and Caefo Duilius, led an army againfl 
the Sidicini and Aufones, who had invaded the country 
of the Aurunci at this time in alliance with Rome, de- 
feated them in the field, and, having obliged them to 
take fhclter behind the walls of their cities, returned to 
Rome. In the following confulate of M. Valerius Cor- 
vus, now raifed to that dignity a ftnirth time, and M. 
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Attillus Regulus, the former hid fiegje to Cale the metro- 
polis of the Aiifones, which he took by means of covered 
galleries, and moveable towers, vdiich he invented on 
this occafion for fereening his men, and carrying on the 
attacks Mnthout moleftation. After this atchievement, 
both confuls marched againft the Sidicini ; but, the year 
being expired before they had finiflied their conqueft, their 
fucceilors, T. Veturius Calvinus, and Sp. Poilhumius 
Alhinus, putting themfelves at the head of the troops 
which Valerius had commanded, entered the enemy’s 
country, and laid it wade without oppohtion. Upon thej 
return ot the confuls to Rome, a report being fpread, tha^j 
the Sidicini had aflbmbled a formidable army, and were 
joined by the.Samnites, a diftator, P. Cornelius Rufinus, 
was appointed to march againft them. His authority did 
not lail long j the augurs found his nomination defedive 
in fomc circumftanccs, and obliged him to abdicate a 
plague raged at tliis time in Piome, the arufpices, carry- 
ing their fuperilitioii ftill farther, declared, that all the 
aufpices of the year had been infefted by the contagious 
air, and that the inauguration of the confuls themfelves 
had been faulty. On this fuperditious prejudice, the 
chief magidrates of Rome were difplaced, and an inter- 
regnum enfued. Next year the fafees were transferred, 
according to the Fadi Capitolini, to L. Papirius Curfor, 
and C. Pstilius Libo Vifolus, who, in all likelihood, re- 
duced the Sidicini; for we find no other epoch of their 
reduftion (O). They were fucceeded by A. Cornelius, 
a fecond time confuJ, and Cn. Domitius, who were 
obliged to name a diftator, upon a groundlefs report, that 
the Gauls were preparing for a war with the republic. 
Papirius CrafTus was the man they pitched upon, and he 
chofc Valerius Poplicola for his madcr of the horfe. 
While the diftator was employed in raifing an army, more 
certain news came, that all was quiet on that fide. How- 
ever, as the Samnites had afl'emblcd forces to oppofe 
Alexander king of Epirus, the dictator kept his army in 
the field, till the Samnites, upon the retreat of that 
prince, dilbanded their troops. In this fame year, the 
nurnber of Roman citizens being greatly incrcafcd after 


(O) Li vy neither mentions found the whole chronology of 
. thele Confuls, nor gives us any the republic, were it not for the 

. account of this year; which is a Fafli Capitolini, which name 
great omiifion, and would con- the above mentioned confuls, 

the 
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the reduflion of the Latins, two new tribes, the M^cian 
and Scaptian, were added 

During the tranquility which Rome enjoyed, after the 
redu£lion of the Latins, there fprung up in her bofom a 
new kind of monftcrs, more to be dreaded than any 
foreign enemy. A number of women of didindtinn, ac- 
cording to fome writers three hundred and hxty, plotted 
together, upon what provocation we know not, to dif^ 
patch their hufbands by poifonj and took the opportunity 
of an epidemical diftemper to execute their wicked defign. 
People were furprifed to fee fo many men of note die, 
and all with the fame fymptoms ; but had no fufpicion of 
th is parricide, as we may term it ; againlt wViich there 
was then no law provided. At length their Vvdekednefs 
WAS difeovered by a woman, who was in the fcrvice of 
one of thofe female aflaflins, and alliiled her in preparing 
herpoifon. Ihis flave applied to Q^Fabius, who was at 
that time curulc a^dile ; and having, upon promife of 
impunity, difeovered to him the whole niyftery rf iniquity, 
the aedile imparted the fecret to the confiils, and the con- 
fuls to the fenate ■, by whofe order the flave, attended by 
fome ofl'icers, went to the houfes of above twenty Homan 
ladies, who were all found bufy in preparing poifon. 
Amor^g thefe were two patrician women, Sergia and Coi;,- 
nelia, who being brought before the all'embly of the peo- 
ple, and there examined, maintained, that they had pre- 
pared only medicines for the fick, in which there were no 
poifonous ingredients. In confequence of this declara- 
tion, the flave, finding herfelf fufpefted of calumny, pro- 
pofed, that the tvim ladies fhould take their own potions. 
'S^dien the fenate ordered the experiment to be made, 
Cornelia and Sergia defired to confer with tjieir accom- 
plices 5 which requeft being granted, they all drank their 
own poifon, and delivered themfelvcs from a more cruel 
death. The republic aferibed this unheard-of prodigy to 
a fpirit of madnefs, fent as a punilhment by the angry 
gods ; and therefore to appeafe their wrath, had recourfe 
to the ceremony formerly praftifedin the time of plagues, 
and general calamities. The fenate ordered the confuls to 
nominate a di£Iator, to drivo a nail into the wall of the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolimis. Accordingly Cn. Quinti- 
liuB was raifed to that dignity, and L. Valerius Potitus 
made general of the horfe, only to renew this fuperfli- 
tiouB ceremony j which was no fooner performed, than 

^ Livi lib, viii. cap, 17* 
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lie refigned liis tr.iiiriciit dignity, and gave way to the 
CDiifulate of L. Papirius Craffus, a fccond time conlul, 
and L. Phiutius Venno 

In the beginning of their year, the Privernates, in con- 
jiinif^ion with fonic of the inhabitants of Fundi, revolted 
at the iiinigation of Vitrius Vaccus, a native of that city, 
who enjoyed all the rights of a Roman citizen, and had 
even made hiinfelf an inhabitant of Rome. The Priver- 
nateSj on the approach of the two confuls, retired into 
their city. Then Plautius, ivitli one part of the army, 
entered the territory of Fundi, where he was met by the 
Icnate of that city, who protefted that they had no flvare 
in the revolt. The coiiful WTOte to Rome in their favour, 
and marched to join his colleague, who had already 
blocked up Privernum. But, during the fiege, one of the 
confuls was called back to Rome, to prefide in the co- 
mitia for elcfting new confuls, the city being alarmed at 
the news of the Cauls being in motion. The new" con- 
fuls, L. ^"milius a fccond time, and C.Plaucius, entered 
upon their ofhee the day they were chofen, though before 
the ufual time, and drew" lots for their commands. It 
fell to i^lmilius to a£l: ngainfi; the Gauls; and to his col- 
league to carry on the fiege of Privernum. ^milius made 
the levies w ith the utmoft vigour, admitted of no excufe, 
but put all, wnthouc diftinclion, w^ho were able to bear 
arms, upon the military roll. But the great army raifed 
on this occafion marched no farther than Veil, where the 
conful received certain advice, that all w^as quiet among 
the Cauls. He then joined his colleague before Priver- 
num, which, being already fatigued with a long liege, 
furrendered, and delivered up Vitrius, the author of the 
revolt, who was by an order from the fenate fcourged and 
beheaded. The two confuls, on their return to Rome, 
were honoured with a triumph, and ^milius acquired the 
furname of Privernas. 

. What now remained was, to punifli the Pivernates. 
Such of the fenators as had continued in the place after 
the revolt, were removed beyond the Tiber, and forbid to 
pafs the river, under the penalty of a great fine. As for 
the innocent multitude, and the prifoners taken in the 
war, the conful Plautius ufed all his intcreft in their be^ 
half. He led the captives to tlie door of the fenate-houfe, 
and made a moving harangue in their favour. The fena- 
tors were divided in opinion, fome inclining to clemency^ 

'Tivtlib, viii« cap. iS« 
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Others to feverJty. The only fource of thofe unhappy 
men was humble fupplication. They were Voifci, a na- 
tion prou^, and capable of as generous fen[iment:s as the 
Romans 5 for one of them, being alked by a fenator, who 
was for putting them all to death, what punifliment he 
and his fellow-captive deferved, anfwered with great in- 
trepidity, “ We defcrve that puniftimeiit which is due to 
men who are jealous of their liberty, and think themfelves 
vrorthy of it.” Plautius, perceiving that liis anfwer ex- 
afperated fome of the fcnators, endcavourt^d to prevent 
the ill efFe6ls of it, by putting a milder queftion to the 
prifoner : “ How would you behave, (laid he), if Rome 
ihould pardon you ?” Our condudl (replied the ge- 

nerous captive), depends upon your’s. If the peace you 
grant us be honourable, you may depend on a conltant fi- 
delity on our part ; if the terms of it be hard or diflio- 
nourablc, lay no flrefs on our adherence to you.” Some of 
the judges conftrued thefe words as menaces ; but the 
vvifer part, finding in them a great deal of magnanimity, 
cried out, that a nation, whofe only defirc was liberty, 
and only fear that of lofing it, was worthy to become 
Roman- Accordingly a decree palled in favour of the Pr’rjernum 
prifoners, and Privernum was declared a municipium. ^eclored a 
Thus the bold fincerity ©f one man faved his country,^ nnmex- 
and gained it the privilege of being incorporated into the ^ 

Ptoman ftate 

Next year, in the confulate of C. Plautius Proculus and 
P. Cornelius Scapula, the Romans gave umbrage to the 
Samnites, by planting a colony in Fregell^e, fituated in 
their neighbourhood, and proved the occafion of that 
bloudy war which foon after broke out between the two 
nations. In the mean time the Palxpolitans, taking the Yr. of FI. 
advantage of this new difeontent of the Sambites, com- a 
mitted hoftilities in the Roman territories. Thefe people 
were originally Eubueans, who, coming into Italy, built u. c. jift, 
Cumae, and thence fpreading themfelves farther, founded ■ — — ■ 

the city of Naples, or Neapolis, that is, the New City. The Palter 
In the neighbourhood of Naples they found a town ready 
built, of which they polTelTed themfelves, calling it Pa- 
Izepolis, or Palaiopolis, that is, the Old City. Thefe Pa- i„to the 
Isepolitans were the firft of all the Greeks who ventured Roman ter^ 
to attack the Romans. Their confidence was founded ritortes. 
upon a report, that the Samnites would foon be at war 
with the Romans. The news of this unexpefted invafioii 

arrived 
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arrived at Rome juft before the comitia by centuries'werc 
aflembled to appoint new confuls, and the comitia by 
tribes to cboofe new tribunes of the people. The latter 
chofe M. Flavius, a man of a molt infamous chdradter, 
who had been accufed not long before of violating a wo- 
man of diftiiiQion. C. Valerius, one of the curule 
sedileSj was his chief profecutor -, and the evidence being 
clear, fourteen of the twenty-nine tribes had already 
voted him guilty, when the accufed cried out with great 
proteftations, that he was innocent. Valerius, who bore 
him an irreconcileable hatred, exclaimed with a louder 
voice, What is that to me, whether thou art guilty or 
innocent, provided thou be deftroyed The tribes were 
fo offended at thefe words, that they immediately ac- 
quitted Flavius, though evidently guilty by a great majo- 
rity of fuffrages. A few months after, he loft his mother; 
and, as it was then cuftomary to offer facrifices in honour 
of the dead, he offered a greater number of viftims than 
ufual, and diftributed the flefti among the people, who 
had favoured him at his trial. This gratitude proved 
more beneficial to him than he expefted. The people rei» 
membered him in the comitia, and chofe him, though 
abfent, for one of their tribunes 

The comitia by centuries raifej to the confulate L. Cor- 
nelius Lentulus; and Publiliiis Philo a fecond time. 
The latter marched againft the Pala;poliL;ins ; and, in or- 
der to cut off their commuiiicatiDii whh Ncapolis, from 
whence they were fupplied with men and provifions, en- 
camped on a narrow trad: of ground between thofc two 
cities, liis colleague pofted himfelf with another army 
near Capua, to keep the Campanians in awe. In this 
camp he received undoubted intelligence, that the Sam- 
nites, jealews of the progrefs of the Roman arms, had 
folicited the inhabitants of Privernum, Fundi, and For- 
mia to revolt. Upon this information, the fenate fent 
an embaffy into Samnium, complaining of a condufl: fo 
contrary to the faith of treaties. The ambaffadorS met 
with a haughty reception ; but, without lofing their tem- 
per, after having heard the complaints of the Samnites, 
which chiefly related to the rebuilding and fortifying Fre- 
gelliC, returned the following anfvver : The injuries you 
complain of require a great deal of time to be examined. 
As therefore we have common friends and allies, let us 
refer our differences to their arbitration,” Arbitrators, 


(cried 
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(cried the Samnites), we will have none, but the gods, 
and our arms. Battles will determine our pretenfioni 
better than words. Mars (hall put an end to our difputcs 
in the plains of Campania. Go, Romans ; tell your con- 
fuls, that we wait for them between Capua and SueffuJa. 
Our fwords will there determine which of the two na- 
tions ought to give law to the reft of Italy.” The ambal^ 
fadors replied, “ We ftiall not take our orders from you ; 
our generals will lead us whither they think fit, and we 
fliall follow them In the mean while the time for the 
new elections drawing near, the fenate, without recalling 
the confuls, ordered a diftatorto be named, to prefide in 
the comitia. The conful Cornelius nominated M. Clau- 
dius Marcellus, a plebeian, who chofe Sp. Pofthumius 
Albinus mafter of the horfe. But the augurs pretending 
that the nomination was invalid, Marcellus w as obliged 
to abdicate the diclatorfhip, and Pofthumius the command 
of the horfe. The people, imagining that the view^ of the 
augurs was only to wound the plebeian intereft, made 
loud complaints, and murmured at that ambitious col- 
lege ; but in the end fuperftition prevailed, and, the go- 
vernment falling into an interregnum, C. Pjetilius Libo, 
and L. Fapirius Mugellanus, were chofen confuls. Thefe, 
putting themfelves at the head of the army which Cornell 
lius had commanded, entered Samnium ; and, being 
joined by the Lucanians and Apulians, two nations to 
which the Romans had been hitherto utter ftrangers, pe- 
netrated farther into the enemy's country, ravaged their 
lands, and feized three of their cities, namely, Allifae, 
Callifx, and Rufrium. On the other hand Publilius, be- 
ing continued by the people, through the influence of the 
tribunes, at the head of the fame army he had commanded 
the year before, with the title of proconful, took Palxpo- 
lis, by a ftratagem contrived and executed by two of the 
citizens. 

Four thoufand Samnites, and two thoufand of the in- 
habitants of Nola, a city of Campania, having entered 
the town before it was invefted, under pretence of 
ftrengthening the garrifon, kept the inhabitants in a ftate 
of llaveryi and committed all forts of debaucheries, which 
they extended even to the wives of thit unhappy people, 
and their children of both fexes. In this diftrefs the Pa- 
laepolitans, having long waited in vain for relief from the 
Tarentincs, refolvcd at lejigth to have recourfe to their 
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enemies, in order to deliver themfelves from the oppref- 
fion of their defenders. Nymphius and Charilaus, the 
two chief magiftrates of the city, took upon them, with 
the confent of the principal inhabitants, the execution 
of the enterprize. Charihaus efcaped as a defertcr to the 
Roman camp, where he imparted to the proconful the re- 
folution his countrymen had taken. Publilius received 
him kindly, and put him at the head of three thoufand 
Romans, who, at a proper time, were to attack the town 
in that part where the Samnites defended it. In the mean 
time Nymphius, who had ftaid in Palxpolis, and kept a 
private correfpondenee with his colleague, contrived an- 
other ftratagem, and fo blinded the Samnite commanders, 
that they fell without any fufpi cion into the fnare he had 
prepared for them. He advifed them to equip the fleet 
which lay in the port, and make a defeent in the Roman 
territories, in order to oblige the Romans to quit Sam- 
nium, and the neighbourhood of Pal^epolis. This motion 
being approved, Nymphius contrived to employ the Sam- 
nice troops in the laborious work of fetting the (hips afloat, 
which lay dry on the fhore. By thefe means, that part of 
the wall, which the Romans were to attack,being but weakly 
guarded, Charilaus, in confequence of advice received from 
his colleague, advanced at the head of three thoufand Ro- 
mans ; and, being favoured by his friends, made himfelf 
mafter of the place. The Samnites, who were employed 
on the fliore, finding themfelves (ham^fully over-reached, 
fled wnch precipitation, and arrived in their own country 
without either arms or baggage, where they were expofed 
to the ridicule of all their neighbours, who continually 
Jeproached them with the equipment of the Palsepolitan 
fleet For this fuccefs Publilius obtained a triumph, 
though he was neither conful nor didlator 

The redutlion of Pal^epolis created new enemies againft 
the Romans in Great Greece. The Tarentines, having 
loft their protedor, Alexander king of Epirus, and being 
jealous of the growing power of Rome, by a ftratagem 
feduced the Lucanians, who had gone over to the Ro- 
mans, into a league with the Samnites. They bribed a 
company of young Lucanians of good families to fcourge 
their own backs, and then Ihew themfelves to the people ; 
pretending that they had been treated in that cruel man- 
ner by order of the Roman confuls, to whofe camp cu- 
riolity had led them. The Lucanians, fuffering thenw 

^ Liv, lib, viii. cap, 45, a Idem* ibid. cap. x6. 
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felvc* to be impofcd on by fo grofs a cheat, immediately 
convened a national afTembly; and, without examining 
into the truth of fo improbable a faft, decreed that war 
fhould be declared againft the Romans, and their ancient 
alliance with the Samnites renewed. Purfuant to this 
refolution an embafly was fent to the latter, who could 
fcarce believe the deputation real and therefore would 
not hearken to their propofals till hoftages were delivered, 
and Samnitc garrifons put into all their towns. The Lu- 
canians complied with all their demands, without difeover- 
ing the impofture till it was too late to repent*^. 

While the affairs of the republic profpered abroad, the Creditcrg 
poor debtors had the good fortune to fhakc ofl the only difah/eJ 
yoke which now lay heavy upon them. By one of the 
laws of the Twelve Tablesi creditors were impnwered to 
feize their infolvent debtors, and keep them in their huufes, then debu 
till by their fervices or labour they had dil'charged the orj. 
fum they owed. A young plebeian of extraordinary 
beauty, and of a good family, named Puhlilius, had vo- 
luntarily made himfelf a flave to L. Papirius, in order to 
pay his father’s debts. Papirius conceiving a deteftable 
paflion for the young man, and finding his virtue proof 
againft all his promifes and cr.refles, caufed him to be 
fcourged moft unmercifully. After this cruel treatment 
Puhlilius, having found means to make his efcape, 
complained publicly of the inhuman ufage he had met 
with, and related the occafion of it. The petrple, 
filled with companion for the young plebeian, and with 
refentment againft his mafter, forced the confuls to afl'em- 
ble the fenate ; and, prefenting Puhlilius before them, 
with his back bloody, demanded juftice on their knees. 

The leiiate had regard to their cries ; and, without de- 
creeing any thing againft Papirius, whofe crime was not 
fufficiently proved, palled a decree, which was readily 
accepted and conftrmed in the comitia. It enatted, 
that, for the future, no perfon whatfoever fhould be 
held in fetters, or other bonds, but for fome crime that 
deferved it, and only till the criminal had fuffered the pu- 
nifhment due by law ; and that creditors fhould only have 
a right to attach the goods, and not feize the perfons of 
their debtors 

In the following confulate of L. Furius Camillus and Thtf'&flini 
D, Junius Brutus, the Veftini, a people on the coaft of dejeated^ 
the Adriatic Sea, took arms againft Rome, but were de- . 

^ Liv. lib. viii. ctip. ^7. ^ Idem ibid. cap. 28. 
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feated by Bnitus, who feized on the two citifvS of CiitiKa 
and Cingilia^'. Camillus, who was lo aft againfl the 
Samnites, being fick, named to the diutatoi fliip L. I'api- 
rius Curfor, who, appointed Q^Fabius Riilliatius to be 
general of the horfe. 7 he diftator took the field againft 
the Samnites but foon after returned to Home, on ac- 
count of fome religious fcruples relating to the aufpiccs 
confulted previous to his departure. Before he left the 
army, he forbad Fabius, whom he entrufted with the 
command, to venture a battle in his abfence. But Fa- 
bius, difdaining to be rellrained, notwithftanding the 
didtator’s prohibition, attacked the 8amnites, and gained 
a complete viftory, having killed above twenty thoufand 
of them on the fpot. The young conqueror, elated with 
fuccefs, inileadot lodging the fpoils of the enemy in the 
quaedor’s hands, caufed them all to be burnt, that they 
might not increafe the pomp of the diddator’s triumph. 
Befides, he did not fend any account of his vidlory to the 
dictator, under whofe aufpices he had fought, but only 
to the fenate. The dictator, incenfed at this arrogance, 
fet out in all hafte from Rome, to punifh his difobedient 
general of the horfe. But Fabius, having timely notice 
of his coming, and of his defign, called together the 
troops, and, in a feditious harangue, committed to them 
the defence of his life and fortune. His fpeech was ap- 
plauded by the legions ; they all promifed him their affift- 
ance ; and protefted, that nothing but death fhould fepa- 
ratc them from a commander under whofe condudl they 
had gained fo fignal a vidlory. 

In the mean time the diftator arrived ; and, having 
affembled the troops, ordered the crier to call the general 
of the horfe to appear before him. Fabius obeyed the 
fummons^ and, being queftioned by the dictator con- 
cerning his difobedience, returned only dark and confufed 
anfwers. As he could offer nothin^in defence of hia 
caufc, Papliius ordered the litflors to ftrip him, and pre- 
pare their rods and axes. But while the executioners 
were tearing off his cloaths, he found means to cfcape, 
and to retire among the triarii. A loud (hout was im- 
mediately heard fiom the place whither Fabius had fled, 
which was anfwered by the whole army. The foldicrs 
declared in his favour ; but exprefled their fentiments 
very differently. Some threatened the didator; others 
begged pardon for the offender. Thofe who Hood next 

Liv. lib, viii. cap. 
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to the trlburi^il, defircd Papirius, in a fuppliant manner, 
to fpare the life of his general of the horfe, and not con- 
demn all the troops in his perfon. The lieutenant-ge- 
nerals of the army, who furroiinded the diffator, in- 
treated him to defer the execution till the next day, to give 
the foldiers time to cool, 'and to take fome time to calm 
his own mind. The dictator continued inflexible; nay, 
he commanded, with an angry tone, the lieutcnaiit-ge- 
iierais to leave the tribunal. The fedition now increafed, 
and the foldiers grew more furious. The diclator com- 
manded filence, but neither he nor his criers could be 
heard. The legionaries were reatly to ofl'er violence to 
their general ; but night approaching, put an end to the 
tumult. 

Fabius efcaped to Rome, where his father found means 
to have the fenate immediately alTeinbled, in order to ob- 
tain a decree in his favour. J3ut Papirius, arriving on a 
fiitldcn, took his place in the fenate, and ordered the lic- 
lors to feize young Fabius. Tn vain did the feiiators in- 
tercede for the criminal ; Papirius was inexorable. The fciihtr 
father, having no other refoiirce, appealed to the people 
in comitia. 'Inhere had never yet been any inflance of an 
appeal from the fcntcnce of the diclator. Nevcrthelefs 
Papirius did not think fit to dildllovv the fuperior autho- Ze p£oplfn 
rity of the people, fo that the caulc v/ris brought before the 
comitia aflembled in the forum Thither repviired the 
dictator with few altcrulants ; but the Fabii were guard- * 

cd by all the people of diilinrlipn in' Rome. Both the 
Fabii afcencled the roftra witli tl:e dictator. The fon had 
a right to harangue the people from thence, as general of 
the 'jorfe ; but the father had no right, it being the pri- 
vilege of magiflrates only to appear in that place. Papi- 
rius therefore fternly ordered him to be pulled down, as 
not being in oflice ; and alfo commanded the fon to de- 
feend as a criminal who had forfeited the privileges an- 
nexed to his office. The father, placing himfelf then at 
the foot of the roftra, broke out into bitter inveddives 
againft the haughtinefs and cruelty of Papirius ; cited the 
cafe of Minutius, and L. Furius, who had not been fo 
feverely puniflied, though they had fought contrary to the 
advice of the did^ators Cincinnatus, and the great Camil- 
lus i and omitted nothing that could be urged in this 
caufe. He clamoured, he complained, he called upon 
the gods and men for help ; and, embracing his fon, ffied 
a flood of tears. The whole aflembly was inclined to the 
Fabii ; but Papirius was fupported by the military laws, 
tbe rules of difeipline, which were deemed inviolable. 
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the dipilty of his office, and the diftatorial edidts. He 
repro:iched the Romans with deg^cneracy from that heroic 
love of their country, which ufed to prevail over all pa- 
ternal adedlion, and private views he urpetl the exam- 
ples of Manlius and Brutus, who had courage to facrifice 
their own children for the fake of the public good ; he 
expatiated on the evil confequences of admitting appeals 
from the dictator to the people, and cfpecially in cafes of 
difobedience in war \ and concluded with alking the tri- 
bu nes^ whether they were willing to anfwer thofe confe- 
quenccs wdth their heads ? Thefe words threw both the 
tribunes and the people into great perplexity. They pitied 
the Fabii, though they could not condemn the feverity of 
Papirius. They knew the receiving of appeals from the 
fentence of the dictator would indeed increafe the power 
of the plebeians ; but they were afraid of the confequences 
of fo dangerous an encroachment on a fovereign autho* 
rity, and therefore they became intercelTors for the crimi- 
nal, humbly befeeching the diiflatorto pardon his general 
oF the horfe. The Fabii themfelves fell proflrate at the 
didtator’s feet, and implored his clemency. 

The dictator, caufing filence to be made, fpoke to this 
cfTedt : “■ Military difeipline, and the authority of gene- 
rals, are to be preferved inviolate. The temerity of Fa- 
bius expufed both to great dangers : but he has not becrl 
judged innocent; only pardon is alked for him. This I 
readily grant, in deference to the Roman people, and to 
the intercedion of their tribunes. They have not pro- 
nounced him innocent as judges, but intercede for him as 
friends. Live then, Qjjintus Fabius, more fortunate in 
tins unanimous coiifent of all orders in the republic to 
fave you, than in the viftory you lately gained. Live, 
Fabius, though you have dared to commit a crime which 
your father himfelf, had he been in my place, would have 
expiated vdtli your blood. You ffiall be received again 
into my favour at your pleafure. But as to the Roman 
people, to whom you owe your life, you can never ex- 
prefs your gratitude to them better, than by punftually 
and implicitly obeying, whether in peace or in war, your 
lawful commanders. Go ; you are at liberty.” Thefe 
words were followed by loud acclamations ; fome congra- 
tulating Fabius, others expreffing their gratitiide to Papi- 
rius. dhe didbator, and his general of the horfe, M^ere 
conduflcd to their houfes by crowds of people of all 
ranks The many triumphs, wdth which we flinll fee 
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him hereafter honoured, will prove him worthy of the 
zeal which Rome Ihewed for his deliverance. 

While Papirius was in Rome, the Samnites, taking ad- 
vantage of his abfence, infulted the R.oman army, know- 
ing that their leaders would not move from their camp to 
engage them, for fear of meeting with the fate of Fabius- 
M. Valerius, one of the lieutenant-generals, fuffered a 
detachment of Romans to be cut in pieces, though he 
might eafily have reicued them 5 faying, that he dreaded 
the feverity of the didlator more than the enemy’s forces. 

This incident greatly contributed to incrcafe the hatred The army 
of the foldiery to their general, who foon after arriving offered 
in the camp with his new general of the horfe, L. Papi- 
rius CralTus, found the legions fo exafperatqd again/l him, his ft. 

that he loft all hopes of making any great progrefs. The 
Samnites, informed of the prelefit difpofition of the Ro- 
man army towards their general, immediately offered him 
battle. Papirius, thinking himfelf obliged in honour to 
accept the challenge, drew up his army ; and, in order to 
fupply the want of affedlion in his foldiers by his Ikill in 
M^ar, ported them fo advantageoully, that it was not pofTi- 
ble for them to be entirely defeated. They fought, in- 
deed, very faintly, for fear of increafmg the glory of 
their general : but, after vill, they did not lofe the battle; 
there being more Samnites killed than Romans, though 
the number of the wounded was much greater on the fide 
of the latter. 

After the battle, Papirius afled a part which fiirprlfed nx)h^ > 
every body. Not one officer, or loldier, who had behaved ^hfnges 
negligently in the engagement, was fo much as repri- 
man(hd. Laying afide the majefty of a diftator, he, with their af~ 
his lieutenants, vifiting the wounded foldiers, looked into 
their tents, enquired into their health, and charged their 
tribunes to take particular care of them. As in this fud- 
den change he did not difcov'cr the leaft affedbation, the 
army began in a fliort time to fliew him a tender affeftion. 

The people in the city, being informed of this unexpedbed 
alteration, thought fit to continue him fix months longer 
in his employment ; during which he obtained a complete Defeats the 
vidbory, over-ran Samnium, and compelled the enemy to Samnites. 
fue for peace. This the diebator granted them, on thefe 
preliminary conditions: i. That they fhould clothe all 
bis troops : 2. That they fhould give them a year’s pay : 
and, 3. That they fhould get the treaty confirmed by the’ 
fenate. Papirius, on his return to Rome, was decreed a 
triumph ; after which he prefided'‘at the election of the 

new 
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new confulfi, C. Sulpitiiis Longus, and Q^Aulius Cerc^ 
tanus, and then refigned his dignity. The Samnites, to 
whom the fcnatc had only granted a year's truce, no 
fooner heard, that Papirius had quitted the diddatorftiip, 
than they took the held. As the Apulians declared for 
them againfl Rome, the forces of the republic were di- 
vided between the two confuls. Aulius marched againft 
the Apulians, and Sulpicius againfl: the Samnites \ but 
little progrefs was made in the war this year, both Sam- 
nites and Apulians keeping themfelves clofe in their 
ftrong-holds. 

The next year, when Q^Fabius, who had been gene- 
ral of the horfe to Papirius, and L. Fulvius Corvus were 
confulf, the Samnites, having raifed a formidable army, 
furprifed the Romans, commanded by the confuls, in a 
very difadvantageous poll, and obliged them to hazard a 
battle, which lafted many hours, without being decifive. 
At length, the imprudence of the Samnite cavalry turned 
the fortune of the day in favour of the Romans; for the 
confuls having defignediy fent away the baggage of the 
army under a fmall guard, the enemy's horfe, not being 
aware of the feint, wheeled off to feize it. But when 
they had put themfelves into diforder, and loaded their 
horfes with the plunder, the confuls detached all the Ro- 
man cavalry, with orders to attack them ; a fervice which 
they performed with fuch fuccefs, that few of them 
efcaped. Then the Roman cavalry, marching a great 
way about, engaged the rear of the Samnite infantry, 
which had not yet given ground. This unexpedted at- 
tack threw them into confufion. The Romans, purfuing 
their advantage, cut ?.ll thofe Samnites, who kept their 
ground, in pieces. Thofe who fled were, for the molt 
part, put to the fword by the horfe, and among the reft 
the general himfelf. The Samnites, after this defeat, re- 
penting of their breach of the truce, endeavoured to pa- 
cify the Romans, by making reftitution of what plunder 
they had taken contrary to the faith of the treaty. They 
likewife pafled a decree, that Brutulus Papius, a man of 
diftinftion among them, the chief author of the rupture, 
fh ould be delivered up to the Romans ; but he having laid 
violent hands on himfelf, his dead body was carried to 
Rome, with all the captives and fpoil taken in the time ‘ 
of the truce ^ After this event, the conful Fulvius re- 
turned to Piome ; but his colleague led an army into Apu- 
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lia, where he m\tft have been attended with fucc^ft, fince 
he is faid, in the Fafti Capitolini, to have triumphed 
over the Samnites and Apulians (P), while his colleague 
Fulvius triumphed over the iSamnites only. A. Corne- 
lius was chofen dictator this year, to prefide at the games 
in the abfence of the confuls, and during the ficknefs of 
the prTCtor. 

The Samnites, being refufed a peace, notwithftanding 
the fatisfaiTion they had given for the breach of the truce, 
made the nccelhiry preparations for carrying on the war 
with vigour. They appointed Pontius, an able and ex- 
perienced officer, to command their troops. He vi'as the 
ibn of Herennius, who had been at the head of their 
armies in his younger days, but now led a private life, 
and was, on account of his wifdom, confidered as an 
oracle. On the other hand, the Romans, in their co- 
mitia, chofe T. Veturius and Sp. Pofthumius confuls ; 
who, putting themfelves at the head of the arrriy, tc^k 
their route to Galatia, a city of Campania. When they 
arrived at that place, Pontius, who had encamped among 
the woods and mountains, in the neighbourhood of Cau- 
dium, a little town in Samnium, about a league from 
Calatia, caufed a report to be fpread, that the Samnlte 
army was laying fiege to Luccria in Apulia ; and, the 
more efFcftually to deceive them, he fent ten of his fol- 
diers, in the habit of herdfmen, to lead flocks into dif- 
ferent parts between Caudium and Calatia, wdth inftruc- 
tions to agree all in the fame report, when taken by the 
enemy. The ftratagem had the defired effedl ; and the 
Romans, in a council of war, refolved to advance into 
Apulia, and relieve Luceria. Some were for marching 
the fartheft way, through the open country; others, 
fearing left the place fhould, in the mean time, fall into 
the enemy’s hands, preferred the fhoTLeft way to the 
fafeft ; and their opinion prevailing, the army began to 
march through narrow pallcs, and climb rocks, which 
feemed inacccffible. At length they arrived at the fatal 

(P) The miflake of fome feribeg to him all the glory of 
memoirs, which Livy follow- that '^exploit. But the FalH 
ed, arifes from this ; that Capitolini inform us betrer ; 
writer, finding that the go- and, upon their autlwrity, we 
vernment was in the hands of have reftified the miflake of the 
a di<5lator, at the time of the Latin hiftoriau (i). 
defeat of the Samnites, af- 

(i ) Fafli Capitol, Veil, Pat&roul. lib. i. & Liv. lib. viii. cap. 37. 
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place, which has been fince known by the name of tht 
Caudine Forks. 

The confuls marched through a narrow hollow way, 
having on each fide thick forefbs 5 and from thence de- 
fcended into a valley, fo furrounded with hills, that it 
looked like an amphitheatre. The hills were fo covered 
with trees and briars, as to be abfolutely unfurmountable. 
The valley was very marfliy, being watered by torrents 
rolling down from the rocks, as well as by fubterrancan 
fprings. The Samnites had taken care to block up the 
paiTage with huge trees laid acrofs. The confuls gave or- 
ders to clear it ; but finding it itnpraflicable, and difco- 
vering great numbers of the enemy on the tops of the 
eminences, began to fear an ambufcade. To avoid, 
therefore, being furrounded, they inftantly turned back, 
and endeavoured to get out of the valley by the hollow 
Way through which they had entered j but in vain, the 
iS/mnites having already blocked up the paffage. The 
legions, finding themfelves thus (hut in, without a poffi- 
bility of elcaping, flood immoveable, fixing their eyes on 
one another, with marks of allonlfhment and defpair. 
The confuls pitched their tents, and ordered fortifica- 
tions to be raifed, as if they were difpofed to continue in 
that fituation. The foldiers knew this was a fruitlefs pre-^ 
caution, but neverthelefs raifed a rampart along the M^a- 
ter, though they were fcoffed at and infulted by the enemy 
from the tops of the eminences. As foon as the army was 
encamped, the chief officers repaired to the confuls ; but 
the time of the confultation was rather fpent in lamenta- 
tions, than in difeovering falutary expedients. 

Meanwhile, night came on, which the foldiers fpent in 
difeourfing on their unhappy fituation; while the Sam- 
nites, elated with this furprifing fuccefs, could not agree 
among themfelves what ufe to make of it- In this irre- 
folution, it was unanimoufly agreed in a council of war 
to confult old Herennius, the general’s father, and the 
oracle of the nation. A meflenger was therefore dif- 
patched, informing him of the extremity to which his fon 
had, by his adtirefs, reduced the Roman army, and de- 
firing him to advife them how they fhould treat an army 
heretofore invincible, but now entirely at their mercy. 
The wife old man returned by the meflenger the follow- 
ing anfwer : I advife my fon to open a paflage for the 

Romans, and let them return home, without doing them 
the leaft harm.” The officers, furprifed at this anfwer, 
and imagining the meflenger had mifunderitood Heren- 
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nilis, fent him back; and then the old mail gave a very 
different anfwcr from the former: Telf the council 
(faid he), that I M^^ould not have them fpare the life of- 
one Roman ; let them be all put to the fword without dif- 
tinction.” The ftrange diflcrence between tliefe two an- 
fwcrs made the Samnites imagine, that there was fome 
concealed meaning, and prelfed Pontius to defire his fa- 
ther would come to the camp and explain himfelf. He- 
rennius came accordingly, and being introduced to the 
council, told them, that Rome was a powerful Rate, from 
whofe affedlion they might promife themfclvcs the greateft 
benefits, and from whofe enmity they had reafon to fear 
the greateft misfortunes. “ If we gain her affeflion (faid 
he), by a fignal aft of generofity, we fecure a happy and 
lading tranquility. On the other hand, if we cut off the 
flower of her youth at one blow, we fhall be fafe, at 
leaft for a time. In good policy, there is no medium be- 
tween thefe two extremes. Either fave the Romans in 
fuch manner as to make them your friends, or deftroy 
them fo effeftually, as to render them lefs formidable 
enemies.” But' Pontius and his officers rejefting this ad- 
vice, chofe a middle way, not fo generous as the former, 
nor quite fo rigorous as the latter. They fpared their lives, 
but at the ft.me time treated them as conquered enemies. 

While the Samnites were deliberating about the fate of 
the Romans, the fcarcity of provifions increafed daily in 
the invefted camp ; and no hopes of relief appeared, or 
poffibility of efcaping- Some foldiers, indeed, attempted 
to get out of the fnare, but were met and driven back by 
the enemy’s parties. In this defperate condition, the con- 
fuls fenf a deputation to the Samnites, to defire a peace 
upon equitable terms ; or, in cafe of refufal, to invite 
them to a battle. Pontius, with a haughty air, gave the 
deputies the following anfwer : “ W e have no battles to 
fight ; the viftory is already gained. Not a man of your 
legions ftiall efcape, till you have all been difarmed, and 
paffed one by one under the yoke. Befides, the Romans 
fliall leave Samnium, and withdraw their colonies from 
all the cities which they have taken from us. Tell your 
confuls this from me ; and if they do not accept the terms 
propofed, appear no more in my prefence.” This anfwer 
cccafioncd as great a confternation in the camp, as if they 
had received advice that they muft die. Nothing was 
Heard but fighs and lamentations. The confuls were 
alhamed to dfcdarc thcmfelves for fo degrading a treaty, 
and yet could not rejeft it in the extremity to which 
they were reduced. 
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While they were thus hefitatiug, L. Lentulus, ail ofH- 
cci; of diftindlion, who by his M^ife condudl: had raifed 
himfelf to one of the chief polls in the army, and had 
been at the head of the deputation to the Samnites, broke 
filence ■, and, in a long harangue, fhewed the ni t efhty of 
complying with the conditions impofed, if they defired to 
fave'^their own lives, or had any regard to the pi efervation 
of Rome. His advice was followed ; and the conful fjgni- 
fied to the Samnite general^ that they confented to lay 
down their arms, and pafs under the yoke ; upon which 
intimation a conference enfued. In this interview, Pon- 
tius defired to conclude a treaty of peace and friendfliip 
with Rome ■, but the confuls declared, that they could not 
conclude any thing that would be binding, without the 
approbation of the people, and the miniftry of the feciales. 

Our power (faid they), extends no farther than to make 
promifes, which we are ready to ftrengthen by giving 
hoftages.’’ The flipulation was accepted ; and, on the day 
appointed, the confuls, lieutenant-generals, qu^eltors, and 
military tribunes, went to the camp of the Samnites to fign 
it. They promifed to quit Samnium, evacuate the places 
where they had planted colonics, and fufFer the Samnites to 
live in peace, according to their own laws. To fecure 
the performance of this convention, the Samnites de- 
manded fix hundred Roman knights as hoftages, with this 
condition, that they might cutoff their heads, if the re- 
public did not perform the confuFs promifes. * 

Upon the return of the tonfuls, forrow and rage filled 
the hearts of the Roman foldiers. They could fcarce re- 
llrain themfelves from offering violence to their generals, 
and cutting them in pieces. They formed dreadful ideas 
of their future difhonour, and were meditating to avoid 
it by laying violent bands on themfelves, and perifhing 
by their own fwords. At length the fatal hour came : 
the fix hundred knights marched firft out of the camp, 
unarincd, and with their under^garments only. Thcfc 
were put into the enemy’s hands, who condutSled them to 
:i place of fafety. The two confuls appeared next, and 
were ordered to pull off their paludamcnta, or military 
clokes, the enfigns of their dignity. At this fight the 
foldiers, though full of rage againft their generals, turned 
away their eyes, and changed their anger into compaflion. 
They could , not fee officers of fo high rmk treated with 
fo much indignity, without the lUtnofl: concerni While 
the legions were lamenting their hard fatef the confufe 
paired firft under the yoke, ftripped of tlitbr habits^ and 

half- 
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half-naked ; the inferior officers followed accbrding to 
their rank, and at laft the foldiers, one by one. The 
Samnites infulted them, as they pafled ; and, if any Ro- 
man returned but a fierce look, he was immediately 
knocked down, or killed. When they had all undergone 
this difgrace, they were allowed to depart ; and might 
have reached Capua the fame day : but, partly out of drf- 
truft of that city, though allied to Rome, and partly fiom 
fliame to be feen there in fo miferable a condition, they 
threw themfelves on the ground at fome diflance from 
that city, with a defign to pafs the night in the open air, 
without food or refreflimcnt. The Capuans, being in- ^ht Ca^ 
formed of their misfortune, and forlorn condition, imme- 
diately fent cloaths,^ horfes, arms, and even lienors and 
fafees to the confuls, with provifions for the whole army, 

Next day, when they drew near the city, the fenate 
and people went out to meet them with all demonflrations 
of friendfhip and kindnefs ; but the confuls, and their 
troops, overwhelmed with fhama, feemed unafTefied with 
this friendly hofpitality. With their eyes fixed on the 
ground, they remained in filence, and Ihunned all dif- 
courfe. They were attended by many of the Campanian 
nobility to the frontiers of their country: but they fiill 
fhewed the fame dejedlion of mind j which made the ^ 
Capuans contjjjude, that the Roman courage was for ever 
loft, and paved the way for a revolt. One of them, 
how#cr, a venerable old man, by name Ofilius Calavius, 
ed differently of the dumb confufion of the Romans, 
heir eyes, (faid he), fixed on the ground, flicw how 
much they are bent on revenge; and their refufmg to be 
comforted is a proof that they will never forgive the 
affront they have received b.*' 

At Rome the people began to be in pain for the confular Itome in . 
army. News had been brought that it was furrounded great am^ 
by the enemy, and fome levies had been made to march 
to their alfiftance. But in the mean time the fenate re- 
ceiving an acitount of the fhameful peace, a ftop was put 
to all farther prepaiations. The people, as foon as it was 
communicated to them, put on the deepeft mourning, 
without waiting for orders from the fenate. The admi- 
niftration of juftice was neglefled ; the (hops in the forum 
were fhut; the Roman matrons laid afide their jewels 
and gold rings ; the magiftrates quitted their robes : in 
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fhort, the city was in as great confternition af the army. 
Every one uttered the moft bitter invedllves againft the 
cowardii, as they ftyled them, and the authors of fo fhanie- 
ful a treaty. I’he multitude were even for flatting them 
out of the city, as wretches who did not deferve to fee 
their native country again. But the indignation of the 
Roman pcopje was fonn turned into pity ; for their un- 
happy countrymen no fooner appeared at the gates, than 
the whole city flocked out to fee them, every one lament- 
ing, with tears in their eyes, the misfortunes of thofe un- 
happy men. However, they did not enter the city till 
fiight, and then every one Hole home, and hid hlmfelf in 
his own houfe. Even the confuls, looking upon them- 
feWes as difgraced, and in a manner degraded, relinquifli- 
ed public fociety, and only performed one funftion of 
th eir ofRce, which was indifpcnfable ■, that is, they named 
a dictator to prefide in the copaitia for the elei5tion of new 
confuls, thinking themfclves uiiwortl^iy to appear at the 
head of the republic in the Campus Martius. 

SECT. 11. 

From the 'Nomination of ^ Fahius Amhujlus to he Die- 

iator\ to tbe jirjl Carthaginian IVar. 

• 

tt-Tahius TT' ^ ^ dictator named was Fabius Ambuftu^. who 
/i'mbnjius ^ chofe ^.lius Psetiis general of the horfe ; but fome 
named defeat being found in his nomination, i^lmilius Papus 
4i^aior. fubflituted in his room *, and the general of the horfe 

he chofe was Valerius Flaccus. But the people were fo 
diflatisfjed wdth all the mngifliates of this unfortunate 
year, that the latter promorion was as much difliked as 
Jn inter- former; whence it was thought expedient to let the 

■ngnunfi republic fall into an interregnum, in order to have a more 
fortunate prefident of the comitia than either of the dic- 
tators, w'hom fuch cowardly conluls had named. And 
now two of the greateft .men in the republic were unani- 
moufly chofen. namely, Papirius Curfor a fecond time, 
andPublilius Philo a third time. Thefe entered upon 
their office the very day of their eletfinn, which was a 
degradation to their predecefTors, who had deferved this 
affr out by their ill condcil. The firft bufinefs of the new 
confuls was to be Itivefted in their office by a decree of 
the femte, declaring, that in point of religion there had 
|)crii no defedl in their inauguration. After this cere- 

mony^ 
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mony, thfe treaty with the Samnites being laid before the 
fenate, Pofthumius, one of the confuls, who had been 
parties to it, declared, that the Roman people were not 
bound by it, as not being made by their order. He added, 
that the honour of the republic would be faved, by furi- 
rendering him, and the reft of the officers concerned in 
the treaty, to the Samnites ; a ftep which he moved might 
be taken without delay. The fenators were ftruck with 
admiration at the generofity of Pofthumius, and exprefted 
no lefs compaffion for him than efteem. However, they 
approved of the propofal, ami pafled it into a decree. Two treaty 
tribunes of the people, who had been raifed to that office ^nh the 
lince their return from the Caudine Forks, oppofed at firft Sa?nmtej 
the decree, maintaining, that the fatisfaQion defigned 
for the Samnites was no way fufficient to difeharge the 
demands they had upon Rome ; and that, as to them- 
felves, they were facrofanfl magiftiates, inviolable, and, 
though concerned in the treaty, not to be delivered to 
the enemy. But Pofthumius offered fiich arguments to 
prove the invalidity of the Caudine convention, and the 
fufficiency of the defigned fatisfaeftion, that the two tri- 
bunes confented at laft to follow the f' 4 te of their compa- 
nions, and with that view laid down their office. The 
Romans now talked of nothing but Pofthumius*, they 
compared his devotement to that of Decius; and, think- ^ 
ing that their republic was obliged in juftice to nothing 
more than to deliver up into the hands of the Samnites 
thofe who had figned the treaty, they began to make the 
neceffary preparations for a new war. There needed no 
orders to raife troops ; an army was foon formed, almoft 
wholly of volunteers, the Roman youth burning with rage 
againlt the Samnites. The Caudine legions were again 
inrolled, and a powerful army, marching from Rome, 
in a few days arrived in the neighbourhood of Caudium. ^ . 

As the Samnites were encamped at a fmall diftance, confuls 
preparations were made for furrendering the Roman delivered 
officers in due form by afecialis. Cornelius Arvina, who tetheSam’^ 
was deputed by the republic to perform the ceremony, 
began with commanding Pofthumius’s hands to be tied- 
But the officer, who was to do it, not tying the cord hard 
enough, out of refppdl to fo great a man, the generous 
Pofthumius reproved him : “ Why do you fpare me (laid 
be) } tie me in fuch a manner, that the enemy may have 
nothing to fufpedt in my furrender.” In this captive flats 
fhe Roman officers were led to the Samnite camp, and 
prefented to Pontiui bv the fccialis, who exprell'ed him- 
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fclf in thcfc words, as he had been dircftcd : Since 

thefc men undertook to conclude a peace with you with- 
out any commifliori, wc deliver them up to you, in order 
to free ourfelvea from any lhare in the punifhment, which 
they alone have defcrvcd.” Pofthumius, as offended at 
what the fecialis faid, immediately gave him a blow on 
the thigh with his knee, and ftcrnly faid, “ I am now a 
Samnite, and you an ambaffador of Rome. I have, 
therefore, by this blow, violated the law of nations ; 
and you are thereby authorized to make war upon us.” 
But this fubterfuge ferved only to raife the indignation of 
the Samnlte general, who laid before the fecialis and Poft- 
humius the injufticc and bafencfs of their proceedings. 
He told them, that they were obliged in juftice either to 
obferve the treaty, or fend the Roman army again to the 
Cauiline Forks. “ There (faid he) your confuls may rejedt 
the peace if they diflike it. Your honour will then be 
untainted, and your fidelity, as well as the law of na- 
tions, will be preferved inviolate. But fhall the lives of 
your tioops be faved, and you enjoy all the advantages of 
the peace, while we reap no benefit from our conventions 1 
Are thefe the equitable maxims upon which your feciales 
are ordered to a£l ? Is this the juftice with which you 
proceed in treating with other nations ? As for you, Poft- 
humius, do you think the gods will take you for a Sam- 
nite^ aiid cenuder the blow you have given as an infult 
cflercd to the Roman people by our nation ? Is it thus 
that you fport wuh religion and the faith of treaties ? 
Are fuch ludicrous trailfacftions becoming the gravity of a 
conful, and the dignity of a great nation } Liftors, untie 
the prifoners, and leave them free to go where they 
plenfe 

f’/ie Ra- Pofthumius, and his company, returned fafe to the 

re- camp, where ail things were getting ready to enter upon 
B(fiion. On the other hand, the Samnites kept clofe 
within their entrenchments, having, as Livy fays, a fore- 
boding of the misfortunes which afterwards befel them. 
They repented, but too late, of their not having hearken- 
ed to the wife counfcls of Herennius. So that Pontius, 
though conqueror, loft, in a great meafure, his reputation, 
while Pofthumius, though conquered, and obliged to 
pafs under the yoke, gained immortal glory among his 
countrymen ■, for the Romans looked on the liberty he 
had gained them of making war, as a certain vidiory. 
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Not long after this tranfaftion the inhabitants of Satrienm: 
revolted from the Romans, and being fupported by a de- 
tachment of L>amnites, furprifed Frcgcllas, a Roman co- 
lony. The Fregellani attempted to drive the enemy out Fregella 
of iheir city. All the inhabitants, women and children 
not excepted, exerted themfclvcs in defence of their lands, iamnitts 
their altars* and their houfhold gods ; and, from the tops 
of their lioufes, made a dreadful daughter of the enemy. 

The Samnites and SatricanI, fearing they Ihould be oblig- 
ed to abandon the city, caufed a proclamation to be made, 
offering quarter to all who fhould lay down their arms. 

Upon this many fubmitted ; but the Samnites not think- 
ing themfelves obliged to keep their word with any of the 
Roman name, caufed all who had furrendered to be burnt 
alive. Only a fmall number of the Fregellani, who had 
not lidened to the enemy's promifes, retired fighting, and, 
with their fwords, cut themfelves a way through the midft 
of the iSamnite troops^. At the fame time fome of the 
chief citizens of Capua entered into a fecret plot to fhake 
off the Roman yoke. 

Thefe commotions induced the republic to have recourfc 
to the ufual remedy in times of great danger. C. Ma^nius c. M^rnias 
being named dh^lator, appointed M. Foflius, furnamed diilat^r. 
Flaccinator, to be general of the horfe. The diftator's 
commiflion was, contrary to cuftom, confined to the in- 
quiring into, and punifhing crimes againfl: the ftate. The 
name of a judge from whom their lay no appeal, fo ter- 
rified the heads of the confpiracy in Capua, that they 
killed themfelves to avoid a more fevere death. As it is 
common for perfons, who arc charged with an extraor- 
dinarv commiffion, to ftretch their power to the utmoft 
extent, the dictator pretended, that this authority exteniU 
ed not only to the traiterous practices of the Capuans, 
but to all confpiracies whatfoever, and wherefoever, 
formed againfl the Roman ftate. By confpiracies, the 
diftator, who was a plebeian, as well as his general of 
the horfe, meant all intriguing and canvalling for offices ; 
and accordingly fummoned feveral of the patricians to ap- 
pear before him on accufations of that kind. Not only 
the accufed, but the whole body of the nobility, taking 
the alarm, threatened to profecute the didlator, and his 
general of the horfe, as foon as their magiftracy fhould be 
expired, for the crime which was laid to their charge. 

“ Our birth alone (faid they), leads us to the higheft pofts. 
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It b only for the common people, and fuch upftarts aS the 
didlator, and his general of the horfe, to raife themfelves 
by intrigues.” Mienius, though free from guilt, yet fear- 
ing left his reputation fliould futfer by the reports that 
began to prevail, affembled the people, and having hid 
before them the uprightnefs of his intentions, abdicated 
the dijSlatorfhip, that he might be brought to a trial. Fof- 
lius likewife refigned his office for the fame purpofe. 
The fenate, by a fpecial commlflion, appointed the con- 
fuls to be their judges. Thofc of the nobility, who ap- 

f eared againft him, were examined ; and, upon a full 
earing, the accufed were honourably acquitted 
The operations of the campaign this year were carried 
on by Cornelius Lentuius didlator, and Papirius Curfor, 
not in quality of conlui, but of general ot the horfe to 
Cornelius. Thefc two divided their forces ; Cornelius, at 
the head of the troops that had palled under the yoke, en- 
camped near Caudium ; while Papirius marched with the 
reft of the army to Luceria in Apulia, where the fix hun- 
dred Roman knights who had been delivered up to the 
Samnites as hoftages, were kept. Pontius would have 
willingly marched to the relief of Luceria •, but he could 
not leave his own country open to the Romans; and, 
befules, be was apprehenfive, that the didlator would 
harafs his rear. He therefore lefolved to put all to the 
iflue of a battle,’ and accordingly, marching out of his 
entrenchments, drew up his men. As foon as the Sam- 
nites appeared in battle-array, the diftator aftcinbled his 
men, in order to exhort them, as was ufual on fuch occa- 
fions, to behave themfelves valiantly. But the foldiers, 
animated with an eager defire of revenge, demoded a 
battle with fuch clamours, that the general’s harangue 
could not be heard. When they drew near the Samnites, 
they prelled their ftandard-bearers to march fafter, and 
fell upon the enemy with fuch fury, as cannot be exprelT- 
cd. It was then ufual to begin general aftions with fome 
difeharges of darts and ftoncs *, but the ardour of the Ro- 
mans was fo great, that they threw down the darts they 
had in their hands, and without orders drew their fwords, 
and rufiied upon the enemy with an impetuofity, that 
feemed akin to madnefs. This irregular animofity, or ra- 
ther rage, did more than could have been expefted from 
the wifeft conduft. Nothing could Hand before them ; 
the Samnite army was put to the rout at the firft onfet. 


^ Liv. lib, ix. cap, i6. 
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and their camp taken and plundered. All the Samnites 
found in the camp were put to the fword, and as great a 
flaughter of them was made there, as in the battle K 
After this victory the diftator marched into Apulia, to 
aflifl; his general of the horfe in the reduftion of Luceria. 
And indeed the arrival of the viftorious army proved very 
feafonable, Papirius being diftrefled for provifions. The 
dictator difperfed his legions about the country, and by 
thefe means facilitated the bringing of provifions to the 
camp, and at the fame time intercepted the convoys that 
were fent to the beficged. The Samnites, who had like- 
wife an army near Luceria, finding it impoflible for the 
befieged to hold out long, refolved to give the befiegers 
battle, which Papirius did not decline While prepa- 
rations were making for a general adtion, ambaffadors ar- 
rived from Tarentum, ordering both parties to Hop all 
farther hoftilities, and protefting, that their ftate would 
♦declare againfl that nation which ftiould obftinately perfifh 
in carrying on the war. Papirius was not a man to be 
terrified with the menaces of the Tarentines : neverthelefs, 
he pretended to pay a regard to them, and anfwercd the 
ambaffadors, that he would confer with the didator. 
The two generals had a conference ; but it was only about 
the moft proper meafures to be taken with relation to the 
engagenfient. While the Romans were facrificing, as was 
cuftomary before a battle, the ambaffadors came for their 
anfwer. Papirius accofted them; and with an air, which 
Ihewed how little he was affeded by the menaces of fo 
infignificant a people, “ The chickens (faid he) feed 
perfedly well : the gods are alfo much pleaied with our 
facrifices : under their protedion therefore we are going 
to fight, as you perceive.’^ He' then led his troops out of 
the camp, in order to engage the enemy ; but the Sam- 
nites, being feized with a fuddeii terror at their approach, 
declared that they would keep themfelves within their 
camp upon the defenfive, out of refped to the Taren- 
tines. The legionaries, encouraged by this timorous con- 
dud of the enemy, attacked their entrenchments with 
fuch vigour and resolution, that they foon forced them, 
and put all to the fwoid who came in their way, fparing 
neither men, children, flaves, nor even the beafts of 
burden. Scarce any of the Samnites would have efcaped, 
had not the generals reftrained the fury of the foldiers, 
jhirfty of blood, on account of the fix hundred knights in 
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Luceria, whom the bcficged, if reduced todefpair, might 
have put to dea^h, for the fake of having the barbarous 
pleafure of facriheing them, before they periflied them- 
felves 

Nothing now remained, in order to put a glorious end 
to the campaign, but the reduftion of Iiuceria, which was 
vigoroufly defended, both by the inhabitants, and thofe 
Samnites who had cflaped from the battle, and taken re- 
fuge ill the bcGdgcd city 5 among whom was, as fome au- 
thors w’rite % Pontius himfelf. But, notw'ithftanding this 
reinforcement, the garrifon, being gteatly diflreffed by 
famine, offered to capitulate, and to releafe the fix hun- 
dred hoftages, on condition that the Romans would raife 
thefiege. Papirius peremptorily infifted, that all the fol- 
diers in the place, to the number of feven rhoufand, fhould, 
unarmed, and with one garnrient each, pafs under the 
yoke, and Pontius at the head of them. Thefe conditions 
were accepted, and the Romans had the pleafure of re- 
taliating upon Pontius and bis Samnites the ignominy 
which he had made them, and their confuls, undergo at 
the Caudine Forks. But their greateft fatisfaftion was 
the recovery of the hoftages, which had been delivered 
up to the Samnites, as fccurities for the execution of a 
fliameful treaty p. 

Next year Papirius Was raifed to the confulate a third 
time, and Q^Aulius Ceretanus a feconri time. The lat- 
ter defeated the Samnites in Apulia, and made himfelf 
mafter of Ferentum, which was either fubjedf to, or in 
alliance with them. The former reduced Satricum, and 
put all the Samnites, who were there in garrifon, to the 
fword. The chief authors of the revolt were beheaded, 
and a ftrong body of troops was left in the place to keep 
the inhabitants in awe. Papirius, after the redu6lion of 
this important place, returned to Rome, where he re- 
ceived the honours of a triumph, which he had Hot obtain- 
ed the preceding year for greater exploits, becaufe he had 
a£lcd under the uufplces of a fuperior niagiftrate- The 
people were overjoyed to fee him entoljc Rome, with all 
the pomp due to a man who had recovered the luftre of 
the Roman name Livy reprefents Papirius as a hero, 
who would have been a match for Alexander the Great, 
had he attempted the conqueft of Italy. But be that as 
it will, it is certain, that no general in Italy equalled him 
in military (kill, or furpalfed him in courage. He was 

■ Li V. ibid. cap. 14.. * Idem ibid, f Idem ibid, 
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very remarkable for his ftrength of body, and wonderful 
fwiftnefs in running ; whence he had the furname of 
CuiTor. He was a man of tall ftaturc, and majeftic mein, 
indefatigable in military labours, fliaring with the com- 
mon fol diets the feverelt toils of war. No general ever 
kept his troops to harder fcrvice. We are told, that his 
cavalry having one day defired a littlq relaxation from 
their fatigues, after their return fiom a fuceefsful expe- 
dition, he plcafantly anfwered “ Yes, by all means; 
nothing is more juft : when you alight from your horfes, 

1 excufe you from the trouble of Itroking their backs."' 

Such was the charafler of the famous Papirius, a man 
celebrated by all the Latin writers 

In the following confulate of L. Plautius and M. Fof- Sam~ 
lius, many of the Srimnite cities fent deputies to the Ro- mtesobiMn 
man lenate to fiie for peace ; but could only obtain a two ^ 
years truce. In Apulia the conful Plautius fpread fo 
much terror, that the cities of Teanum and Canufium 
furrendered, and gave hoftages- At this time Capua was 
fo divided by inteftine broils, that the inhabitants defjicd 
the Piomans to give them a governor, and new laws to 
keep them in order \ and it was on this occafion that the 
Romans turned Campania into a prxfeclure, and fent thi- 
ther a praefeft. Two new tribes wore formed this year| 
one in Campania, perhaps to make llie Campanians fomc 
fort of amends for their liberty, which they had volunta- 
rily given up ; this w’as called the Falernian tribe, no 
doubt from the hill ralcrnus. The other was eftablifhed 
ill the country watt red by the Uieiis, on the confines of^ 

Latium \ and therehme called tribus Ufennna-, fo that the 
Romans liad now thirty-one tribes, which enjoyed the 
rigtit of fuflragc in the coniitia ®. This year ended w'ith a 
cenfus, taken by L. Papirius Crall'us, and C. Mxiilus, 
cenfors ; by which it appeared, that the number of men 
in Rome fit to bear arms amounted to two hundred and 
fifty thoufand. 

The next year, Q^/Emllius and C. Junius being confuls, 
all Apulia was j^^dued ; fo that this year proved no lefs 
profperous to the republic than the former. At the lame 
time Antium followed the example of Capua, in having 
recourfc to Rome for a governor and laws, which the re- 
public readily granted. The fuccceding confuls, Sp. Naii- 
tius and Popilius, no fooner entered upon their office, 
than they were obliged by the fenate, contrary to cuftom, 

^ VlHeLiv. lib. ix. cap. 17, 19. & Aurel. Vi£l. dc Viiis IlJudr, 
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to nominate a diftator to carry on the war. Perhaps thtf 
people had but an indifferent opinion of their ability in 
military affairs. At Ifeafl, it is certain, that they did not 
appear at the head of the army, but continued at Rome 
the whole time of their adminiftratlon. L. i^lmilius, who 
was appointed diftator, and named L. Fulvius his ge- 
neral of the horfe, received the command of the legions 
from the preceding conful, and wdth chofe troops began 
the campaign, by laying fiege to Saticula, a city of Cam- 
pania, in alliance with the Sarrinites, w^ho came with a 
The Sam- very numerous army to relieve the place. But the dictator 
uitej de- defeated them in a pitched battle; after which they 
Sealed. abandoned their camp in the night, and left the Saticu- 
lans without any hopes of relief. However, the befieged 
made fuch a vigorous rehflance, that the ditlatorfhip of 
j^Lmilius expired before he could make himfelf mafter 
of the place The new confuls were, the famous Pa- 
pirius Curfor, and Publilius Philo, both chofen the fourth 
time. They had triumphed more than once over the 
iSamiiites, were men of diftinguifhed merit, and the 
greatefl; and moft experienced generals the Romans had. 
But, nevcrthelefs, they had the mortification to fee the 
condudf of the war committed to another geneVal, while 
they continued inglorious, and, in a manner, out of of- 
fice, at Rome. Such mortifications are often given to 
men of the greatefl: merit in popular governments. The 
people obliged the confuls of the preceding year to raife 
to the diclatorfliip Q^Fabius Rullianus, who had been 
formerly general of horfe to Papirius, and ever fince his 
implacable enemy. 

Fahius The -new diftator immediately fet out for Saticula, 

drSaror, where he received the command of the legions, hot from 

the confuls, but from i^imilius the ditlator, whofe office 
was expiring. No fooner had the Roman army changed 
its general, than the Samnites, who, after their defeat, 
had laid fiege to Pliftia, a city in alliance with Rome, re- 
turned to Saticula, in order to try their ftrength with the 
new^ general. Fabius, without being alJl^ed at the great 
number of their troops, continued his attacks with the 
infantry, while his cavalry guarded the camp under the 
command of Aulius Ceretanus, general of the horfe. 
'J he Samnites having one day advanced to the very gates 
of the camp, and there infulted the Roman cavalry, Au- 
lius, without confulting the di£lator, fallied out with the 
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B.oman knights. This was a breach of difciplinc, like 
that which Fabius himfelf had been formerly guilty of. 

Aulitis at firft repulfed the enemy, but the Samnite ge- 
neral rallied his troops, revivutl their courage, and led 
them back to the charge. Aulius, difcovering him, ruflied 
on him, and laid him dead with' one blow. The Sam- 
nites, not dilhearteiicd at the death of their general, 
thought of nothing but revenge. Aulius, having pene- 
trated too far into the enemy’s fcpiadrons, could nut re- 
tire. The Samnites, having I'unounded hini on all fulcs, 
called upon their general’s brother, that he might have 
the glory of revenging his death. Accordingly, he dif- 
mounted Aulius, and, full of rage, flubbed him as he 
lay on the ground. It was then thought a fingular ho- 
nour to get pofleflion of the body of a general who had 
been flain in battle : the Samnites, therefore, exerted 
their ntmolt efforts to carry off the body of Aulius. The 
Roman knights alighted from their horfes to recover it, 
and fave Rome from reproach. The example of the Ro- 7*/;^ Sam» 
man cavalry was followed by the Samnites; fo that a nites de- 
battle was fought on foot, in which, the Romans pre-/^^'^^^ 
vailed, and carried back to the camp the body of their 
general 

After the lofs of the battle, the Samnites returned to Saticula 
the fiege of Pliftia, which they took by alfjult. Fabius h 

purfued that of Saticula, which at length capitulated. 

From Saticula the dictator marched to befiege Sora, a 
city in the country of the Volfci, M^hich had declared for 
the Samnites, after having malfacred a Roman colony fet- 
tled in their territory. The Samnites, after the reduflion 
of Pliftia, followed him ; a circumftance which Fabius no 
foonc'i underflood, than he returned, and came to an en- 
gagement with them, near the narrow pafs of I^entulie, 
not far from the Pomptin marflies. Night put an end to 
it, before either party could claim the vi£tory; and both 
armies next day continued their march to Sora, the one 
to attack, the other to defend it. In the mean time, the 
diftator, having chofen a new general of the horfe, or- 
dered him to go to Rome, to bring frefli levies from 
thence, and, concealing his march from the enemy^ to 
wait, in fome fccret place near Sora, the fignal for enter- 
ing upon adlion. The diiflator's orders were obeyed, and 
Fabius foon arrived with a ftrong reinforcement. The 
dictator, pretending fear, kept clofe in his intrenchments, 

u Liv. ibid, cap. z2. 
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in order to draw the enemy’s army near hJs camp. Ac- 
cordingly, the Samnites marched up to the very rampart, 
wlien the Roman general, without informing his legions 
of the fuccours R.ome had fent, hung out a red ftandard 
over his tent, which was the lignal for battle. By the 
fright the dictator had affected to (hew, and his fudden 
refolution of giving battle, the foldlers thought them- 
felves in great danger, and imagined they had no remedy 
left but to make a furious fally on the enemy. The dic- 
tator confirmed them in this opinion, by obferving, that 
they muft either conquer or perifli ; that he had ordered 
fire to he fet to their baggage and tents \ but that they 
might foon make up the lofs, by the plunder of the cities 
which had (haken off the Roman yoke, and joined the 
enemy. However, he gave private orders to burn thofe 
tents only which were next to the ramparts ; and this 
was the lignal for the general of the horfe to put his 
troops in motion, and fall upon the enemy’s rear. As 
every thing was executed with wonderful harmony, the 
enemy was, at the fame time, attacked in the front and 
the rear with fuch fury, that they were forced to give 
way, and leave the Romans not only mailers of the field, 
but alfo of their camp, which w^as taken and plundered. 
After this a£lion, the diftator led his troops back to their 
own camp, where, to their great joy and furprize, they 
found that only a fmall number of their tents had been 
burnt 'V. 

Fabius, having thus defeated the enemy, laid fiege to 
Soia, which was continued by his fucceffors in the com- 
mand of the army, M. Pzetilius Libo and C. Sulpicius 
Longus, the new confuls. We know not what motives 
could induce the republic to difappoint Fabius of a tri- 
umph, which he had well deferved, but did not obtain 
on his return to Rome. The two confuls encamped clofe 
to the walls of the befieged city, in order to keep the 
garrifon continually alarmed ; but the inhabitants, not in 
tl»e kali; intimidated either by the nearnefs of the Ro- 
mans, the number of their troops, or the late defeat of 
the Samnites, defended themfelves with incredible bravery. 
While the confuls were under great perplexity, not know- 
ing in what part to make their attack, the walls being 
every w^liene w'ell guarded, a deferter from the town came 
to the Roman camp, and offered to put the place into 
their hands, with the help of ten chofen men only. The 

^ Liv. ibid. cap. 23, 
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tainfuls, having examined and approved of Ijia fctierte* 
removed, by his advice, their camp forae miles from the 
city; a motion which lulled the garrifon into ar^ falfe fc- 
curity. Then the deferter, at the head of his ten men, and taken 
ftealing in the night-time into a part of the upper city, ^yfiraimr 
where the wall was unguarded, becaufe thought Inaccef- 
fible, placed them in a narrow deep path, leading from 
the citadel to the lower town. This ftep being taken, he 
ran down into the lower town, crying, “ To arms ! to 
arms ! the enemy are in pofl'eflion of the forttefs.^' Th^ 
inhabitants, feized with a panic, thought of nothing but 
faving their lives by flight. Men and women, leaving 
their houfes, rufhed in confufion out at the gates, which 
the Romans, on their approach, finding open, entered 
the city without refiftance, and put all thofe to the fword 
whom they found in the ftreets. The confuls fent the 
authors of the revolt, and of the maflacre of the Roman 
colony, to Rome, where they were all, to the number of 
two hundred and twenty-five, by an order from the fe- 
nate, fcourged and beheaded 

From Sora the confuls marched into the country of the 
Aufones j and, upon information that the people had 
formed a defign to revolt, fent detachments to furprife 
their three chief cities, Aufona, Minturnae, and Vefeia. T/irtt rj- 
As the troops employed in this enterprize were out of 
their commander's fight, they fet no bounds to their fury. ■ 

The three cities were taken on the fame day, and at the g„g 
fame hour : the Roman foldiers, having entered them un- 
der vaiious difguifes, deftroyed the inhabitants without 
diflinftion of fex or age, upon the bare fufpicion of a re- 
bellion. Luceria, which had revolted, and maflacred the Luceria 
colony which Rome had fent thither, was taken ihe fame retaken, 
year by aflault ; and both the inhabitants, and Samnites, 
who defended it, put to the fword. The feUate was at 
firft inclined to raze a city, which had fo often revolted; 
but it was afterwards refolved, that a colony of two 
thoufand five hundred men fhould be fent thither from 
Rome, to fecure that important place, which kept all 
Apulia in awe y. 

The Campanians, notwithftanding thefe examples of 
feverity, prepared once more to lhake off the Roman yoke^ 

Rome, therefore, thought fit to name a diftator to keep 
the inhabitants in fubjcdlioii by arms, and the fc^r of an 

X Llv. lib, ix. cap. 24, Diod. Sici lib. xixi x Lir. lib. ix., 
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abfolilte nlagiftrate. C. Msenius was raifed to that dig^ 
nity the fccond time and he chofe the fame general of 
the horfe^ M. Foflius, whom he had named to that poft 
in his former diflatorQiip. The diftator entered Campa- 
nia, and encamped near Capua,^ while the conful Sulpi- 
tius, at the head of another army, drew near Caudium, 
where the Samnites waited for the infurreftion of the 
Campanians. The armies came foon to an engagement, 
in which the Samnites were entirely defeated, with the 
lofs of thirty thoufand men killed or taken. After this 
riftory the conful marched to Bovianum, one of the chief 
cities of Samuium ; and, having ported his trpops round 
it in quarters of refrefliment, returned to Rome, which 
he entered in triumph ^ 

For the enfuing year L. Paplrlus Curfor a fifth time, 
and C. Junius Brutus a fecond time, were raifed to the 
confulate. Neverthelcfs a diflator was nominated to carry 
pn the war againrt the Samnites. The perfon honoured 
with that dignity was C. Paetilius Libo, furnamed Vifo- 
lus, who, having chofen M. Paetilius Libo, one of the 
laft year’s confuls, general of horfe, fet out for Bovianum, 
where the legions were cantoned ; but in a fhort time he 
quitted that poft to retake Fregellae, which the enemy 
abandoned at his approach. After he had placed a rtrong 
garrifon in it, he led his army againrt Nola, which he 
quickly reduced, together with the cities of Atina and 
Galatia, both in the fame province The following 
year, when M. Valerius Maximus, and P. Decius Mus, 
were in the confulate, the Romans, being alarmed with 
the apprehenfions of a war with all Hetruria, appointed 
C. Sulpitius Longus dictator to conduit it. But the He- 
trurians continuing quiet within their own bounds, no 
hpftilities erifued on cither fide, the di£fator being unwil- 
ling to rtir up new enemies againrt the' republic. 

The city was greatly difturbed by the innovations of 
Appitis Claudius, at this time cenfor. He was a man ex- 
tremely pofitive ; had boldnefs enough to undertake any 
thing, and fteadinefs to maintain whatever he undertook. 
He was an able civilian, and looked upon as the oracle of 
Rome ill difficult points of law ; a lover of reformation, 
who took delight in overturning the moft ancient inftitu- 
tloBs, and fetting up for a legiflator. This man, in his 
ceuforffiip, toojt upon him to humble the pride of the fe- 
nate. It^belonged to the cenfors to draw up, and read, 

* Li(r» libt ixi cap, aj, Fafli Capitolin. * Liv, ibid. cap. sB. 
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fiftcr every luftrum, a lift of thofe citizens vrlio liaij a 
jight to fit and vote in the fenate. Hitherto n<)ne hut pa- 
tricians, or the moil confiderable among the plebeians, 
had been admitted into it 5 but Appius introduced the 
libertini, that is, the fona of thofe who, having beeri 
Haves, had obtained their liberty. Having thus debafed 
the fenate, he attacked the priefthood, which was con- 
fined to the nobility alone **. The moft ancient prieft-* 
hood in Rome was that of the temple of Hercules^ and 
of the altar which had been confecrated to him, under 
the name of ara maxima, by Evander, in memory of hift 
viflory over Cacus. This priefihood, when firft infti- 
tuted, had been conferred upon a reverend old mat>'''6f 
the Aborigines, named Potitius, and had continued ever 
fince in his family; but Appius prevailed upon the Po- 
titii to refign this venerable priefthood to the flaves be* 
longing to the public, a moft contemptible race of men. 
By thefe means he gave the nobility a fatal blow, the 
priefthood being the only dignity which the plebeians at 
this time did not fhare with the patricians ^ Thus Ap- 
pius brought a blemifti on the fenate and priefthood ; but 
made his country amends by the ufeful works he under- 
took with fuccefs ; for, by an aqueduff feven miles long, 
he fupplied Rome with plenty of wholefome wajer ; and 
made the famous road from Rome to Capua, which lafted,'^ 
entire above eight hundred years •*. The remains of this 
wonderful work are ftill the admiration of all the nations 
in Europe ( Q^). 


k Liv. lib. ix. cap. X9. c Liv, ibid. cap. 19. djd.ibidt 


( Q^) The aqueduft of Ap- 
pius began feven miles from 
Rome, and, after hiiving run 
a great way under ground, dif- 
charged part of its waters be- 
tween the gates Capena and 
Trigemina, and conveyed the 
rdf quite to the Campus Mar- 
tius. It was dug under-ground, 
and laid very deep, faysFron- 
tinus (i), either becaulc the 
art of levelling was not then 
brought to perfedfion ; or be- 
caufe the Roman territory was 
too much expofed to the in- 


enrfion of her enemies, who 
might have delfroyed the {late- 
ly arches, and intercepted the 
water. This water was for 
many ages called aqua Appia, 
from the cenfor's name. The 
other Work he undertook was 
equally ufeful to the republic* 
The road from Rome to Capua 
was almoft impafTable, efpe- 
dally for the Roman armies, 
which were often obliged to 
crofs the Pomptin madh^, to 
make war in Satnnium, and in 
the eaft of Italy. The cen; 
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The facceeding confuls, C. Junius Brutus a third tim*i 
and Q^j£milius 13arbula a fecond time, cancelled^ with 
the confent and approbation of the people, the lift of fe- 
nators which Appius had made, and rcftored that body 
to its former luftre. This fame year the people recovered 
a privilege which the confuls and dictators had ufurped. 
A law had been formerly made, by which the people, 
aftembled in the comitia, were empowered to choofe 
fix legionary tribunes (R) out of the twenty-four in the 

confular 


for, therefore, levelled a way 
through rocks and hills, and 
built biidges over the ri- 
vulets and marftics, tor the 
convcniency of the troops, and 
of travellers. This road was 
called the Appian Way, and 
alfo the Queen of Roads. Pro- 
copius gives us the following 
dcfciiption of it (i); “ This 
way was made, fays he, nine 
hundred years ago, by ^he or- 
der and direi^^ion of Appius 
Claudius, who was then cen- 
for. It reached from Rome to 
Capua, that is, about a hun- 
dred and forty- two miles. It 
was broad enough for two cha- 
riots to go abreafl, without in- 
commoding each other. The 
llones which Appius employed 
in this great work were brought 
from a great diflance, and as 
hard as flints. Thefe great 
pieces of rock were fquared 
and fmoothed by the moft Ikil- 
ful workmen. The (tones 
were fo artfully joined toge- 
ther, without any cement, that 
they looked like one lingle 
flone for feveral miles together. 
This vaft work continues en- 
tire to this day, without hav- 
ing received the leall injury 
from carts and carriages.” In 
the beginning of Augultus’s 
reign. It reached to Brundu- 


fium, that i», two hundred 
thirty-eight miles farther. But 
no hiftorian tells us who was 
the author or manager of this 
fecond work. Molt writers 
believe, that it was done by 
Julius Cafar; for Plutarch 
lays, that the Roman people 
committed the infpeiftion of 
the Appian Way to him, and 
that he fpent great fums of 
money upon that work. The 
Appian Way is Hill in many 
places as entire as when it was 
firfi made (3). It was paved 
with, feveral beds of great 
flones, and bounded on each 
fide with a deep ditch, to re- 
ceive and carry off the water. 

(R) There were, generally 
fpeaking, fix legionary tri- 
bunes in each legion, which 
they commanded by turns ; 
that is, firff, two of thefe tri- 
'bunes commanded in chief at 
a time, and then were fucceed- 
ed by two others ; and fo 
round. Varro tells us, that 
thefe officers were called tri- 
bunes from the beginning of 
the monarchy, bccaufe a le- 
gion then confined of three 
choufand men only, and had 
but three tribunes, there being 
as many legionary tribunes as 
thoufands of men in each le- 
gion, Polybius tells us, that. 


(a) Piocop. de Bell. Gothic, lib, i. 
Letters^ Letter iir. 
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coniular armies^ confining of four legions. Each conful 
had two legions under his command, which made a con- 
fular army ; and each legion was commanded by fix tri- 
bunes. The generals hadforfome time nominated all the 
legionary tribunes, without regard to the right of the 
people. L. Attilius, therefore, and C Marcius, two tri- 
bunes of the people, got a decree pafled in the comitia, 
empowering the people not only to choofe fix nibunes, as 
formerly, but fixteen out of the twenty-four: but this 
law was not of long duration. Though the republic at 
this time has no employment for a fleet, yet the people, 
at the motion of Decius Mils, one of their tribunes, ap- 
pointed two officers, ftyled by the Latin hiftorians duum- 
viri navales, to fuperintend naval affairs ®. 

In the mean time the two confuls took the field, Bru- 
tus againft the Samnites, and ^.milius againft the Hetru- 
rians. The latter found the enemy ready to lay fiege to 
Sutrium with a very numerous army, all the lucumonies, 
except that of Aretium, having furniffied their con- 
tingents of troops. The conful no fooner appeared than 
the Hetrurians, depending on their numbers, offered him 
battle, which jEmilius did not decline. Both Romans 
and Hetrurians behaved with extraordinary courage and 
refolution. The latter, being obftinately Bent to conquer 
or die, fell in great numbers round their colours, with-^*" 
out giving ground, or being put in diforder. The battle 
lafled till night, when both armies retired in good order 
to their refpedtive camps. But as the Hetrurians had loft 
more men than the Romans, they thought fit to decamp 
in the night, and leave the conful mailer of the field ^ (S). 
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of the twenty-four tribunes 
who were in each confular 
army, confifling of iwo legions, 
fourteen were chofen out of 
the equLtes or knights, who 
had ferved five years, and the 
other ten out of fuch as had 
ferved in the foot full ten 
years. The former were call- 
ed tribuni juniores, and the 
latter tribuni feniores. But 
thefe qualiticarions were not 
rigoroufly infiftcd on till the 
later ages, when the Roman 
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difeipiine became more regu- 
lar. 

(S) Livy deprives ^milius 
of the glory of a triumph for 
this vidlory, which he repre- 
fents as very iuconiiderable ; 
but it is certain, from the Ca- 
picoline marbles, that he en- 
tered Rome triumphanil/ on 
the ides of the mpnth Sexti- 
liB (4) ; whence we are inclin- 
ed to think, that this victory 
w<is more complete than that 
writer makes it. 


(4) Falli Capitol. 
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The other conful took' from the Samnites Cluvia and 
Bovianum. All thofc in the former, who were able to 
bear arms, were put to the fword ; the latter was given 
to be plundered by the foklicrs, but the lives of the citi^f 
zens were fpared. The Samnites had now no refuge but 
in artifice 5 they endeavoured once more to entrap the 
Romansj and with this view fpread a report in the Ro- 
man camp, that they had conveyed all their provifions and 
cffcdls into the foreft of Avernus, between Cumn: and 
Puteoli in Campania. The Roman troops, allured by the 
hopes of booty, entered the foreft, where they were all 
furrounded by the enemy’s forces, who lay concealed 
among the bufties. But the legions, rallying in an in- 
ftant, threw all their baggage into an heap ; and, with- 
out waiting for the word of "command, drew up in bat- 
talia ; then falling upon the enemy, obliged them to feek 
an afylum in thofe very woods which they intended to 
have rendered fatal to the Romans. As the Samnites 
could not retire on account of the brambles, and thicknefs 
of the foreft, the Romans left twenty thoufand of them 
dead upon the fpot *, For this viftory Junius Brutus en-f 
joyed the honours of a triumph, on the nones of the 
month Sextilis During the adminiftration of the fol- 
lowing confuls,' Q^Fabius a fecond time, and C. Martius, 
the cenfor Appiua obftinately refufed to quit his office, 
though his eighteen months, the legal time for its dura- 
tion, were expired, prefuming on the favour of the peo- 
ple, who were greatly pleafed with his aqueduft and new 
road. .Ncvcrthelefs Sempronius Sophus cited him to ap- 
pear before the people for this infra£lion of the law. 
Seven of the tribunes were for, committing him to pri-» 
fon^ but the other three taking him under their protec- 
tion, he carried his point, and retained the cenforfhip 
alone (his colleague having refigned it in compliance with 
^he law) more than three years longer. 

During thefe difturbances, the rictrurians encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Sutrium, The conful Fabius, 
falling upon them, gave them a total overthrow, took 
thirty-eight ftandards, and made himfclf matter of their 
camp and all their baggage. Thofe who cfcaped the 
flaughter took refuge in the CLpiinian forett. Fabius pro- 
posed, in a council of war, to purfue the conquered even 
into the moft impenetmble parts of tbc wood ; but not one 
pfficcf was difpofed to march in queft of the Hctruria4i| 
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at the hazard of finding the Caudine Forks of Samnium in 
Heiruria. The Ciminian foreft was, at that tiniei more 
impaifable and dreadful than the Hercynian foreft in 
Germany. Nobody, not even the merchants, had ever 
attempted to pafs through it. However, Fabius refolved 
to enter it, thinking his vi£lory was not compltte while iraifi ini9 
the enemy could conceal ihemfclves in this foreft. He 
had then with him a near relation, Csefo Fabius, who, 
knowing pcrfeftly well the Hetrurian language, as he had 
been educated at Csere, undertook to examine the foreft, 
and all its avenues. He took only one flave with him, 
who had learnt the language of the country, as well as 
himfelf. They difguifed themfclves in the habit of (liep- 
herds, bearing each a hatchet and two javelins, after the 
manner of peafants ; but their chief fecurity againft a dif- 
covery was, the general notion, that no ftrangcr would 
dare to enter that foreft. In this difguife they travelled 
as far as Camerinum in Umbria, where Fabius, difeover- 
ing himfelf to be a Roman, treated with the magiftrates 
of the place, in the name of the conful, and obtained a 
promife, that if the Roman army fliould' advance to thofe 
parts, they would fupply it with a reinforcement of men, 
and provifions for thirty days. Upon the report made by 
Fabius at his return, the conful refolved to enter the 
foreft, and carry the war into the very heart of Hetruria ; ofjdopm 
a defign which he executed with lingular addrefs. He 
ordered all his baggage to be removed out of the camp in 
the evening, and the infantry to follow it to a place where 
he defigned to enter the foreft. He himfelf continued in 
the entrenchments with the cavalry, which he led early in 
the morning to the fkirts of the wood, where the enemy 
had placed fome centinels. Having by thefe means kept 
the enemy in fufpence, he returned, after fome flight 
Ikirmifhes, to his camp ; but foon marched out of it again, 
by another gate, to join his infantry, which he came up 
with before night, and, together with them, entered the 
narrow pafles on the oppofite fide to the enemy. 

Next morning, by day-break, he reached the top of the 
hill Cimiaiis, which gave name to the foreft. From thence 
he furveyed with pleafure the vaft and fruitful plains of 
Hetruria. He was not a little pleafed with having broken 
through a barrier, which had been hitherto impenetrable 
to the Romans, and promifed himfelf much fpoil and 
great conquefts. Froni Mount Ciminua he fent a detach- 
ment of legionaries, who not only brought off an immenfe 
bootyi but defbated a tumultuous army, which had 
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plTembled to refcue it out of their hands. After this ex^ 
pedition Fabius returned to his camp, where he found two 
tribunes of the people, fen t thither to forbid him, in the 
name of the fenate and people, to venture uppn fo dan- 
gerous an expedition. The tribunes, extremely pleafed 
to find that the prohibition was come too late, and that 
the fuccefs of the project had put an end to the public 
fears, returned to Rome with the joyful tidings, that a 
way was opened into Hetruria^^ 

The detachments which Fabius had fent out to plunder, 
having alarmed all Hetruria, and the people on the con- 
fines of that country, thefc two nations took the field to- 
gether, and advanced to the camp before Sutrium, where 
they formed in the plain, and oifered the Romans battle. 
But Fabius, pretending fear, kept clpfe within his en- 
trenchments. Having thus excited the enemy's prefump- 
tion, he drew" up his men, about the fourth watch of the 
night, within the entrenchment of the camp, caufed the 
tamparts to be levelled, and the ditch to be filled ; then 
marching out, furprifed the enemy while half alleep, and 
lying fcattered over the plain. Of the Hetrurians fixty 
thoufand men were flain, or taken prifoners. Their 
camp was feized and plundered, thofc who had the good 
fortune to efcape flying to the woqd. This overthrow was 
fo gfeat, that the three lucumonies of Cortona, Aretium, 
3nd Perufia, immediately fent deputies to Rome, to 
folicit a fufpenfion of arms, which they obtained for 
thirty years 

The conful Marcius was not attended with the fame 
fuccefs againft the Samnites j for though at firft he gained 
fome advantages over them, and took Allifae, a confider- 
able place on the Vulturnus, with feveral other caftles and 
villages, hq had the mortification to hear of the misfortune 
which befel the Roman fleet, the firft Rome had ever put 
to fca. It was commanded by P. Cornelius, who having 
made a defeent at Pompeia, beyond cape Palinurus, fuf- 
fered bis troops to penetrate too far into the country, fo 
that the inhabitants had time to affemHc and cut off their 
retreat. The Romans were forced to relinquifli their 
booty j manv were flain, and thofe who efcaped were 
driven to their fhips. This advantage, with a report 
fpread among the Samnites, that Fabius had met with the 
Caudinc Forks in the Ciminian foreft, revived their cou- 
rage to fuch a degree, that they gave Marcius battlcj 
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which is allowed by all hiftorians to have been a very 
bloody one^ and to have coil both parties very dear. A 
great number of the knights, and fevcral legionary tri- 
bunes, were killed^ one of the lieutenant-generals was 
left dead upon the fpot, and the conful was dangeroufly 
wounded. In order, therefore, to prevent any fatal con- 
fcquences from this misfortune, the republic judged it 
necefTary to choofe a dilator ; and wifhed to have that 
important office conferred upon Papirius Curfor, whofe 
fate it was to be the refuge of his country. The difficulty 
was how to effefl his nomination. It wasiloubted whether 
the conful Marcius was alive ; and, bebdes, the Samnites 
had (topped up all the avenues to his camp. It was much 
queftioned whether Fabius could be prevailed upon to 
raife his mortal enemy to the di£tatorQup, and whether 
Papirius would accept of that dignity from the hands of 
his old rival in glory. Under thefe difficulties the fenatc 
pafled a decreci commanding Fabius to nominate Papi- 
rius to the diftatorffiip, and enjoining Papirius to accept 
it. This decree was fent by the fenatc to Fabius’s camp at 
Sutrium, with a deputation of their own body, confiding 
of fuch perfons as had all been confuls. When they read 
to him the decree of the fenate, he was (truck 'with fur- 
prize and confuiion ; but kept his temper, and retired to 
his tent without coming to any determination. At length, 
his love for his country getting the better of his private 
refentment, at midnight, according to the fuperilitious 
cudom, he declared Papirius diftator ; 'who, having ap- Fapiriaj 
pointed C. Junius Bubulcus to be mader of the horfe, 
inarched with an army, which had been fuddenly raifed 
upon the alarm of Fabius’s danger in paf&ng the Ciminian 
fored, and arrived at Longula, on the frontiers of the 
Volfci, where Marcius delivered to him the rroops under 
his command. Papirius offered the enemy battle y but 
they declining it, both armies continued fome days quiet 
in their camps, watching each other ^ 

In the mean time Fabius, who was continued in the 
command of the army in Hetruria, with the title of pro- 
conful, carried the war into Umbria, at th^t time in alli- 
ance with the Hetrurians, and gained a complete vi6lory Fabiai 
over the Umbrians. While F^ius was waging war in 
Umbria, the Hetrurians affembied the moft numerous 
army they had ever raifed, on the banks of a lake called over thg 
Vadimonius. All the foldiers, who compofed it, had Umbruu^^ 
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made a vow to conquer or die : at Jcaft this is fiippofed to 
be the meaning of their Sacred Lviw, by which they are 
faid to have bound thentfclves. ®ut, whatever we undcr- 
ftand by it, it is certain, that the Hetrurians fhewed, by 
their obftinacy in maintaining the fight, how much power 
their facred law bad over their minds. What helped to 
promote unanimity, and create emulation, among their 
troops, was the leave which was given to every private 
man to choofe himfelf a companion to fight by him. But 
Fabius was not afraid to engage an enemy who had even 
made it a point 4>f religion not to give way. Both armies 
were I'o intent on trying each othcr^s ftrengtb, that, as 
foon as they drew near, they rufhed upon one another 
fword in hand) without lofing time in throwing darts, as 
was ufual, by way of prelude to the battle, i he fuccefs 
was long doubtful, and this uncertainty increafed the ar- 
dour of Doth prties. The Romans could fcarce believe, 
that they were contending with the faftic people they had 
fo often^concpiered.. On the fide of the Romans, their 
firit line was cut in pieces, and the iecond repulfed ^ fio 
that the proconful was obliged to bring hrs triarh to the 
charge, an expedient never ufed but in the utmoft extre- 
mity. Nor was even this fufficient ; it became necefl'ary 
for the Roman cavalry to difmount, and fupport the foot. 
But when the Roman knights, who were quite frelh, pa/f- 
ing over heaps of dead bodies, had placed themfelves iii 
the front of the battle, they aflauJtcd the enemy with 
fuch fury, that the lattei began to give way. Then the 
' legions, {battered and fat";:ued as they were, returned to 

the charge, overpowered like enemy, and obliged their 
fly in the utmofl" diforder and confufion. The 
fakius, Hetrurians loft the flovvcr of their youth in this action ; 

their camp was taken and plundered, and their whole na^ 
tion thrown into the utmoft confternation 

The dictator Fapiriuswas no lefs fuccefsful againft the 
pamnites, whofe general, to raife the courage of his men, 
had given them finer arms than ufual. He divided his 
army into two bodies, one of which he clothed in fluff of 
various colours, and furnifhed with gilt bucklers; the 
ether was armed with filveJicd bucklers, and clad In white 
habits. That this novelty might not furprife the Roman 
foldiers, their officers obferved, that true glory confifted 
in martial courage ; that gold and filver were of no ufe in 
iMittle but to enrich the conquerors that thofc who, 

** |jiv. lib. ix, cap. 39> FJor,lib, i, 
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at the beginning of an engagement were the poorcft, often 
prpveid the richcft as the end of the conflift. The officers 
having thus raifed the courage of ifheir men with the hopes 
of booty, Papirius formed his army in the plain. He 
himfelf commanded the right wing ; and his general of 
horfe, Junius Bubulcus, the left, which faced the white 
battalions. Bubulcus, advancing with his legions, cried Papirius 
out, I devote all thefc white men to the black Pluto gams a 
and immediately forced them to give ground : the di<Tator 
obferving the advantage, exclaimed, “ What ! will you, Samnites^ 
who have a dictator at your head, fuffer the chief glofy 
of the aftion to be gained by another.^” This faid, he 
prefled the foldiers to advance, and ccouragcd them with 
his example. At the fame time his two lieutenants, M. 

Valerius on the right, and P. Decius on the left, who had 
both commanded armies in chief as confuls, putting 
themfelves at the head of the cavalry, each on his own fide, 
attacked the enemy in flank with great fury. Then the 
Samnites, feized with terror, fled with all fpeed to their 
camp The plain was covered with gilt and filvercd arms, 
and dead bodies in white cloth, and ItufFs.of various co- 
lours. The victory was fo complete, that the Samnites 
< bundoned their camp, which before night was taken and 
ournt. Papirius, having thus retrieved the glory of the 
Homan arms in Samnium, returned to Rome, where h(J ^ 
was decreed a triumph, which was adorned with the rich 
.?irms he had taken from the Samnites. About the fame 
time Tabius arrived from Hetruria, and triumphed alfo. 

Papirius, after his triumph, re:, red for Llie reft of his life 
from public bufinefs. The circumftanccs and rime of his 
death are unknown ; but all ag’ ce, that in him Rome loft 
one of the greateft generals fhe ever had ". 

When Papirius's diCtatorfhip was expired, Q^Fabius the^ 
third time, and Decius Mus the fecond time, were raifed 
to the confulate. Samnium fell by lot to the former, and 
Hetruria to the latter. Fabius took Nuceria, which had Nuceria 
fome time fiiice joined the Samnites ; whom he defeated taken from 
afterwards in a battle, but without gaining any great ad- 
vantage over them. Decius was attended with fuch fuc- 
cefs in Hetruria, that the whole nation defired an allianeo 
with Rome : but as the way was now open for making the 
conqueft of this rich country, the conful granted them 
only a truce for one year ; and even that coft them dear : 

Jpr Decius obliged them to pay his* troops, and furnrfli 
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every foldier with two fuits of cloaths. While all was 
quiet in Hetruria, the Umbrians, having armed all their 
youth, formed a defign of marching direflly to Rome. 
This projedl put both the coiifuls in motion. The pru- 
dent Decius, leaving Hetrurra, by long marches en- 
camped in a place called the Pupinian field, lying in the 
way between Umbria aud Rome, and there quietly 
waited for the arrival of the enemy. But the bold and 
cnterprifing Fabius no fooner received orders from the fe- 
nate to cover Latium, than he left Samnium, crolfed Sa- 
binia, and, entering Umbria, encamped near a city called 
Mevania, on the banks of the Clitumnus. His fudden 
and unexpetfed appearance fo terrified them, that fome 
retired into ftrong fituations, and others fled to the woods. 
However, a confiderable body of the moft refolute had 
courage enough to offer the conful battle, in which they 
behaved more like women than men. The Romans, rufli- 
ing upon them, beat them down with their bucklers, with- 
out making ufe of their fwords- They even furrounded 
whole bodies of troops, and made them prifoners, without 
ftriking a blow j for the words, “Lay down your arms,’' 
were no fooner heard in the ranks, than they all obeyed, and 
even delivered up to Fabius the authors of the war. So that 
little or no blood was fpilt ; but the whole army were made 
prifoners, and the reft of the nation foon after fubmitted 
to Rome. After this exploit, Fabius haftened back to Sam- 
nium, to oppofe the enterprizes of that warlike people 
When the time came for clediing new confuls, Appius 
Claudius, who had kept the cenforftiip five years in defi- 
ance to the laws, ftood candidate for the confulate. He 
was no foldier, and it fi^^ped very improper at that time 
to beftow the fafees u^n any but great commanders. 
However, Appius, being fupported by the people, was pro- 
moted to the confulate the firft time with L. V olumnius 
Flamma. As he was not qualified for the command of 
the army, the fenate obliged him to continue in the city, 
and left Fabius, in quality of proconful, at the head of the 
army which he had commanded the year before. Appius, 
upon what motives we know not, did all that lay in his 
power to prevent Fabius from having the foie command of 
the army, and advifed the fenaie to appoint him a col- 
league. But his propofal was rcjetled ; and Fabius con- 
tinued without any aifociate in the command of all the 
troops in Samnium, where he made the campaign with 
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preat fucceCs. The Samnites had advanced as far as 

iir®, on the banks of the Vulturnus, and there the pro- ^Pahiut 

cftiiful attacked them, and gained a complete victory- gains a 

The conquered fled to their camp, which Fabius, as the compute 

day was already far advanced, did not attack, but kept 

it inveited all night. Early next morning,^ while he was SamnUis, 

preparing to force it, the Samnites thought fit to capitulate, 

and furrender upon articles ; the chief of which w^as, that 

all the natives of Samnium fhould have their lives fpared, 

and be fent home ; but that they fliould march out of the 

camp with only one garment, and pafs under the yoke. 

As for the allies of the Samnites, the proconful made no 
terms with them ; fo that they were all, to the number of 
feven thoufand, made flaves, and fold by aufifion. The 
Hcrnici were feparated from the reft, and fent to Rome 
to be examined, whether they had joined the Samnites 
as volunteers, or by a public order of their nationi The 
fenate, after having examined them, kept them as flaves, 
and diftributed them about in the villages and municipal 
towns near Rome p. 

While Fabius was thus employed againft the Samnites, 
the conful Volumnius made war on the Salentines in the 
fartheft part of Italy; with whom he fought fome fuccefs- 
ful battles, and enabled his fiiccelTors to make an entire 
conqueft of that fruitful country. In the mean time the 
coiifular year being expired, the fafees were transferred 
to Q^Marcius Tremulus, and P. Cornelius Arvina, and 
at the fame time Appius was created praetor ; a poft 
which, as he was an able civilian, and eloquent orator, 
well fuited his talents- Marcius marched againft the 
Hernici, who had taken up aUK? provoked at the fevere 
treatment which fome of thaPeountryment, made pri- 
foiicrs in the late battle with the Samnites, had met with 
at Rome. The Hernici, formerly fo formidable, were Yr. of FI, 
now become a contemptible people ; for Marcius, in a xosx. 
few days, obliged them to furrender at difcretlon. The Ante Chr- 
coiifiil, having ended this war, haftened to join his col- ^ ^ 
league, who wanted his afliftance, having fufFered him- 
feJf to be invefted by the Samnites in narrow palTes, where 7he Her- 
all his convoys were intercepted. The enemv, hearing of nicifub- 
his march, went to meet him, and gave him battle, while 
his troops were fatigued with long marches, and in fome 
diforder. The batde began with the ufual fury of men 
under a neceflity of conquering or dying; both the Sam- 
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nites and Romans fighting with incredible refolutiotla 
As the attack was made not far from the camp of Corne- 
lius, by the (houts he heard, and the clouds of duft 
which were raifed, he judged, that his colleague was en- 
gaged with the enemy. He therefore, immediately or- 
dered his troops to arms, marched out of his entrench- 
ments, and, falling upon the enemy in flank, made his 
way to their camp, and fet fire to it. At fight of the 
flames the Samnites were fo difeouraged, that they fled. 
The Romans purfued, cut them in pieces, till they were 
tired with (laughter, and then returned to their camp. In 
this adlion the Samnites loft thirty thoufand men. While 
the Roman generals were congratulating each other on 
their viftory, advice was brought, that a frefli body of 
Samnites appeared near the field of battle. ^Hiefe were 
new levies fent to recruit the army. They no fooner ap- 
peared, than the vidlorious legions, forgetting the fatigues 
they had already undergone, aflembled before they had 
received the confurs order, drew up in battalia, and dif- 
perfed them with great flaughter. The Samnites fent de- 
puties to the confuls, to fue for peace. The confuls re- 
ferred the fuppliants to Rome, after having obliged the 
vanqulfhed to fupply, by way of preliminary, the two ar- 
mies with three months provifions, to give them a year’s 
pay, and furnifti each foldier with one habit 

The two confuls being in the field, when the time came 
for electing new magiftrates, P, Cornelius, furnamed 
Barbatus, was appointed didfator loprefidein the comitia. 
He cbofe Decius Mue for his general of the horfe ; and 
the people eledted Pofthumius Megillus and Tib. Minu- 
cius Augurinus for tbd | k next year’s confuls. At the 
fame time the fenate dewmined the fate of the Hernici. 
The cities qf Alatrium, Ferentinum, and Verulum, which 
had continued faithful to the Romans, were allowed to 
chopfe, whether they would be governed by their own 
laws, or have the right of Roman citizens ; and they pre- 
ferred the former part of the alternative. The inhabi- 
tants of the other cities were obliged to be governed by 
the laws of Rome, and declared Roman citizens, but 
without the right of fuffrage. They were forbid to hold 
any affcmblies, or to marry out of their own cities. This 
law the Rom^ms ufed to impofe on conquered nations, to 
prevent a too ftridl union among them. At this time de- 
puties arrived from Carthage, with a compliment and 
prefeiUs : thefe the republic accepted, and made others 
s Liv. lib. ix. cap. 43, 
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in return. The new confuls were ardered into Sam- 
nium, each at the head of a confular army, that is, of 
ajr army confifting of two legions 

The Samnites, not withflan ding their lofles, had enter- 
ed Campania, and laid wafte the fruitful country of Fa- 
lernum. Marcius therefore encamped in the neighbour- 
hood of Bovianum ; and Poftbumius took his route to- 
wards Tifernura. The latter came to an engagement with 
die Samnites, the fuccefs of which being equal, Podhu- 
mius pretended to be worfted and, in older to deceive 
the enemy, decamped in the night-time, and retired to 
the mountains. The Samnites followed, and polled 
themfclves within two miles of his camp. Pofthumius, 
having finiflied his entrenchments with the utmofl dif- 
patch, and left a fufficient number of troops to defend 
them, marched out at midnight with the reft of his arnry, 
and joined his colleague Minucius, who lay in fight of 
another body of Samnites. Minucius, being thus rein- 
forced, marched with his two legions alone into the plain, 
arid offered the enemy battle ; which they accepted, not 
knowing that the other conful was arrived- The viftory 
was^difputed with great warmth on both fides. But when 
the Samnites were much fatigued, Pofthumius and his 
troops falling upon them with frelli vigour, they were 
forced to fave themfclves by flighL The Romans made a 
dreadful flaughter, and took one-and-twenty enfigns. 
After this vidlory the confuls led their vidtorious troops to 
Polthumius's camp, and from thence fallicd out upon the 
body of Samnites, which was pofted there. This battle 
was more bloody than the former ; the conful Minucius 
was killed, and Statius Gelliu|ta the Samnit.e general, 
made prifoner. At length thl^^omans prevailed, and 
took twenty-lix enfigns from the enemy \ Upon the 
news of Minucius’s death, the people at Rome immedi- 
ately appointed Fulvius Curvus to fucceed him, who took 
Bovianum, and other cities, for which he triumphed on 
his return to Rome. Why Pofthumius, who feems to 
have deferved the fame honour, did not triumph with 
him, w^e know not (T). In the fucceeding confulate of 

r Liv. lib. ix. cap. 44. " Idem ibid. 

(T) The Fafti Capitolinl do with Minucius, who was kill- 
not allow him this honour, ed in the battle ( i), we have 
though Livy does ; but as that followed tfie Fjjifti. 
aiithur makes him triumph 

(]) Liv. lib. ix. cap. 44. 
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SeiDpronius Sophus and P. Sulpicius Saverrio, the Sam^' 
nites, exhauftcd with the war, fent deputies to Ropie, to 
defirc a renewal of their ancient confederacy with the re- 
public. The fenate granted them their requeft, after they 
ha^l given proofs of their fincerity, by receiving the con- 
fular army under the command of Sempronius with re- 
fpc£l, and fupplied the troops with provifions. The con- 
fuls, being now difengaged from theSamnitic war, march- 
ed againft the ^qui, who, feduced by the bad example 
of the Hernici, had declared againft Rome, and joined 
the Samnites. They were no more that formidable na- 
tion, which had often ftrucLterror into the Roman le- 
gions ; inaftion had fo enervated them, that they had not 
courage to keep the field ; but fheltcrcd themfelvcs be- 
hind the walls of their cities, which the two confular ar- 
mies invefted, over-running their country, and laying it 
wafte. The conquerors made themfelvcs mafters of for- 
ty-one towns in fifty days, moft of which they rafed or 
burnt, and thereby almoft exterminated the whole nation 
of the <®qui. Thefe rapid conquefts fpread fuch terror 
among the neighbouring nations, that the Marfi, Pelig- 
ni, Frentani, and Marrucini, demanded an alliance with 
Rome, which they eafily obtained, ' By this memorable 
expedition the confuls merited and obtained the honours 
of a triumph 

Q^Fabius, being this year cenforwlth P. Declus Mus* 
reformed an abufe introduced by Appius, who had dif- 
perfed great numbers of freedmen, and the meaneft of 
the people, among the country tribes : by thefe means 
acquiring a great influence in all eleflions, thofe men 
being entirely devoted |p him. Fahius re-incorporated 
into the four city tribes' the people Appius had taken 
from thence \ fo that th^ could influence no more than 
four tribes. This reformation was fo agreeable to the 
republic, that the Romans gave Fahius, for this finglc 
aft, the furname of Maximus, a title which he had not 
acquired by fubduing the Hetrurians, the Samnites, and 
the Umbrians This furaame was ever after preferved 
in his branch of the Fabian family. The next year, 
when Cornelius Lentulus and L. Genuqius were confuls, 
was employed in fending colonies to the conquered ci- 
ties In the fucceeding confulate of Livius Denter and 
iEmilius. Paulus, the art of painting was introduced at 
Rome by C. Fahius, afterwards conful, w'ho painted the 

t Liv. lib. IX. cap. 45. ■ Idem ibid. cap. 46, ^ Liv. 

lib. X. cap. I, 

walls 



■ne'^om ' • 

Wsflls of a new temple, dedrcatecl to f:he gddiJ^sWf HealtTi^ 
and tbetice got the fiirnaine of Prftor, 6r th'i Painter, 
In the following year, the republic had rTo cohfiilis, but 
was governed by tM^o difl;ators, Fabius and Vaferius 
Corvus. The former marched againft the Marfi, who 
had revolted, and, by one fuccefsfnl aftion, brought them 
back to their duty. The latter was created dictator to 
conduft a war againft the Hetrurians, whom he defeated 
in a pitched battle, though flufhed with the advantage 
gained, a few days before oVer Sempronius Sophus, his 
general of the horfe, who had fallen into an ambufh, and 
loft a great number of men, and fome ftandards. The 
Hetrurians, humbled by this overthrow, fued for peace, 
but could obtain only a truce for two years. Valerius, 
on his return, entered Rome in triumph a fourth time, 
on the tenth of the calends of December 

At the next eledlion, Valerius Corvus was promoted a 
fifth time to the confulate, and Q. Apulius Panfa ap- 
pointed to 'be his colleague. During their adminiftra- 
tion, all being quiet abroad, two tribunes of the people, 
of the fame family, and probably brothers, endeavoured 
to inflame the pecmle againft the nobility. The one was 
named Quintus Ogulnius, and the other Cneius Ogul- 
nius. Thefe two complained, that all the pontifices and 
augurs were created out of the patricians ; and urged, 
that the plebeians might alfo partake of tbofe offices. 
The nobility were offended with this propofal, which 
tended to deprive them of the only diftinftion between 
them and the plebeians ; but made no great oppofition to 
this hew encroachment, knowing that their attempts to 
exclude , them from thefe dignirtes would prove fruit- 
lefs, th/ people having fuccteded in all their ftruggleS 
with the nobility. The famous Appius Claudius, though 
devoted to the plebeian .party, became, on this occafion, 
oiit of pure caprice, a moft zealous defender of the nobi- 
lity. He had debafed the fenate, by introducing the fons 
of freedmen into it ; artf profaned the priefthood, by 
lodging It in the hands of the pbblic (laves. He now ex- 
erted all his eloquence in favour of the nobility; whilo 
P. Decius Mus, a plebeian, who had been twice conful| 
once diflatdr, and Dhce'cefifor, fpoke in beb;ilf of the 
people, wdth all the weight and digtiit^ which hlS cni- 
ployments, hiS credit, and the reputation of his virtue, 
gave him. This debate was lilaintaihcd ift the affembly 

: > Xfiv, lib. x. cap. 49 |w . ~ 
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^ the cQri^; but the tribes being afterwards fummonedL 
the affair was almoff unanimoufly determined i% favour 
of the plebeianSi and a decree paffed for chooling four 
new pontifices, and five new augurs, out of the plebeians; 
fo that the college of the pontifices was made to confift 
of eight perfons, and that of the augurs of nine, l)ecius 
Mus was chofen one of the new pontifices y. 

'^rhe Ogulnian law was the work of the two tribunes; 
but the conful Valerius undertook to revive another Jaw, 
made by Valerius Poplicola, and afterwards revived by 
another of his anceftors. By this law it was enafted, 
that, in capital caufes, the accufed {houid have a right of 
appealing to the tribunal of the people. The patricians 
had, by their intereft, rendered this law ineffe^ual, and 
often prevented the execution of it ; fo that it was be- 
come obfolete. Valerius, therefore, now reftored it, and 
drew it up in more diftindl terms than before: but the 
only piiniuiment denounced againft the tranfgreffors of it, 
was, that they fliould be deemed guilty of a diflioneft 
action*; a flight punifliment, indeed, for a more cor- 
rupt age^ but fufheient at this time to reffrain the Ro- 
mans, who piqued themfelves on their virtue, and were 
never chofen for great employments, unlefs they had pre- 
ferved their reputation pure and untainted. 

The confuls chofen for the new year were M. Fulvius 
Paetinus and T. Manlius Torquatus. The former marched 
into Umbria, to carry on the fieg^ of Nequinum, which 
Apuleius, one of the former confuls, had begun. This 
city was one of the ftrongeft in Italy. It was built upon 
the edge of a fteep rock, and furrounded in great part by 
the river Nar. But the treachery of two Nequinians fa- 
cilitated the redudlioii of a place, which was deemed im- 
pregnable. 'lliefe traitors^ from their houfes, which were 
near the ramparts, dug a paffage under^ground, quite to 
the advanced guard of the Romans, on the fide of the 
town where there were no rocks. The conful, before 
vi’^hom they appeared quite unexpeflcd, detained one of 
them as a hoftage, and /ent other back to the city, 
through the fubterraneous paffage, with two Roman fol- 
diers. Thefe, upon their return, made fuch a report, as 
encreafed the confidence of the conful, who ordered three 
hundred chofen m,en to follow them> and enlarge the way 
under-ground. This fervicc they performed accordingly ; 
and having entered the city in the night, feized one of 
^hc gates, and Jet in the. reft of the army, 'Uie conful 
-y Liv. lib* X, 7, S, x Idem Wid, cap. 9. 

having 
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having by thefc means ma4e himfelf maftcr of the city 
without ftriking a blow (for the Nequinians immediately 
threw down their arms), obliged the inhabitants to re- 
ceive a Roman colony, which might keep the reft of 
Umbria in awe. This was the only punifhment be in- 
flii5led upon themi The colony changed the infamous 
name of Nequinum, derived from nequitia^ roguery^ into 
that of Narnina, from the river Nar. For this exploit 
Fulvius was honoured with a triumph, which he obtained 
on the feventh of the calends of Od^ober*. 

In the fame confulate, the Hetrurians broke their truce 
with Rome j but while they were preparing to enter the: 

Roman territories, they were obliged, by an irruption of 
the Gauls, to fiifpend the execution of their defign. How- Negocia^^ 
ever, their animofity againft the republic was fo great, tionjbe- 
that they chofe rather to gain over thefe new enemies by 
money, than to repel them by force. Accordingly, they 
paid them large fums, on condition that they 0iould not 
only forbear pillaging Hetruria, but join them againft 
Rome. The Gauls accepted the offers and left Hetruria 
in tranquility •, but when they were urged to begin their 
march towards Rome, they excufed themfelves, unlefs 
the Hetrurians would fecure them a retreat in their coun- 
try, by afligniiig them lands to fettle. This demand the 
Hetrurians abfolutely refufed. The Romans, being in- ^ 
formed of thefe negotiations between the Hetrurians and 
Gauls, ordered the coilful Manlius to march into Hetru- 
ria, to punifh the inhabitants for their breach of faith. 

But Manlius being killed by a fall from his horfe, the cen- 
turies met to appoint a fucceffor ; and all to a man gave 
their fuffrages in favour of Valerius Corvus, who was 
ni^w ;he fixth time raifed to the confulate. The Hetru- 
rians no fooner underftood that the formidable Valerius 


Was marching againft them, than they quitted tlie field, 

and retired within the walls of their cities. The brave VaUrinf 

conful over-ran the whole country, committing every Corvuj 


where great devaftations, in order to draw the enemy 
into the field ; but they, more concerned for their lives 
than their eftates, kept clofe within their walls. This 


bi/er-rumr 

Hytrunm. 


was a kind of viftory, which brought great glory to Va- 
lerius, and was the laft of his exploits (U). Towards 


B Liv. lib. X, Cap. 10. Flor. £pit, 89. Frontin. Strat. lib. xi. 
Fait. Capit. 


(U) On his return to RonSe, qullity qF a private life, afttf 
he retired to enjoy the-ccan- fo many labours, ud ib plen- 

’ X* ,ti£ul 
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Towards the clofe of this year the republic, whether by 
the death of Valerius, or fojtie other accident, is un- 
known, fell into an interregnum. When the comitta 
were afTemblcd to elcft new magiftrates, Appius attempt- 
ed to prevent any plebeian from being chofen to the con- 
fulite. But Curios Dentatus, one of the tribunes, with- 
ftood the eloquence and authority of Appius, and obliged 
the fenate to confirm the cuftom of choofing one of the 
confuls out of the plebeians \ fo that L. Cornelius Scipio, 
and Cn. Fulvius Centumalus, a plebeian, were raifed to 
that dignity. During their adminiftration, the republic 
was engaged in a war with the two mofl: formidable na- 
tions in her neighbourhood, the Hetrurians, who had 
broken the truce, and the Samnites, who, notwithftand- 
Th Httru- their treaty of alliance, had openly declared war. Scipio 
ream and marched againft the Hetrurians, who met and engaged 
Samnius plains of Volaterra^. The battle lafted all day, 

^ ^ the victory was doubtful. But an unaccount- 

able terror feizing the enemy, they retired, in fmall com- 
panies, to their refpe<n:ivc lucumonies. The conful then 
plundered and laid wafte the whole country ^ (W). A 
report being fpread, before the comitia aflembled for eleft- 
ing new confuls, that the Hetrurians and Samnites were 


b Liv. lib. X. cap. 12. 


tlful a liarvefl: of glory (i). 
In what year he ended his days, 
is not known ; but it is cer- 
tain that he lived above a hun- 
dred years. He was twenty- 
one times promoted to offices 
that intitled hiiji to lit in the 
curule chair, which can . be 
faid of no Roman but himlelf. 
When the republic feeincd to 
forget him, he took advantage 
oy thofe intervals of reft to 
improve his paternal eftate, 
and manure his lands. He 
was great in peace, and greater 
in war; and may be faid to 
have appeared eminent among 
thufe heroes, whom Rome pro- 


duced ill her moft glorious and 
virtuous age (2), 

(W) The Fafti Capitolini 
aferibe the defeat of the He- 
trurians to Fulvius the plebeian 
conful; and add, that having 
finilbed his expedition againft 
the Hetrurians, he haftened 
into Samnium, and there ob- 
tained a complete vidlory over 
thofe ancient enemies of his 
republic, while his colleague, 
Scipio, continued inaftive at 
Rome, On his return a tri- 
umph was decreed him for hav- 
ing conquered the Samnites 
and Hetrurians. He triumph- 
ed on the ides of Noyember(3). 


(1) Liv. lib. X. cap. II. (a) Plin. lib. vii. cap. 48. Val. 

Mitf* lib. viti. cap. ij. Clci in Cat. Major. Plut. in Mocio. 

making 
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making preparations to repair their lolTes, the Romans 
chofc confuls of valour and experience, to difappoint the 
defigna of the tvVo nations. The centuries caft theJr^ eyes 
upon Fabius ; but he declined the honour and would not 
accept of it till he was forced by the people and their tri- 
bunes. He then propofed to them Decius Mus for his , 
colleague, who was, at his requeft, unanimoully chofen. 

^hile the two new confuls were preparing to take the 
field, the Hetrurians came to a rcfolution to alk a peace. 

In confequence of their fubmiflion both the confuls march- ' 

ed into Samnium, Fabius by the territory of Sora, and 

Decius through the country* of the Sidicini. Fabius was 

informed on his march, that the Samnites lay in ambulfe^? 

on the banks cf the Tifernus, and waited for his coining 

into a deep valley, with a defign^to attack him from the 

hills. This advice did not induce the brave Fabius to . , , 

change his route : he chofe to furprife and attack the^ 

fenemy in their ambufcadc. Accordingly, having lodged, 

the baggage in a fafe place, he marched with his troops 

towards the enemy j who, finding their projeft difeovered, 

left their arrtbufti, and formed in the plain. Their onfet 

was terrible \ they had alTcmbled all the forces of their 

country, and, looking upon this battle as the decifive 

ftroke, exerted their utmoft efforts. The brave refiflance 

of the enemy gave Fabius no fmall uneafinefs. He there- 

fore commanded the cavalry to rufh full fpeed on their 

battalions. But this charge proved incfledlual ; the Sam- 

nite infantry keeping their polls, without lofing ground, 

Fabius, finding he could not by force break thofe impe- 
netrable battalions, had recourfe to ftratagem : he ordered Fabhs 
Scipio, cAc of his lieutenants, to march with the hailati gahja 
filently round the top of a neighbouring hill, and from 
thence to fall on the enemy's rear. The conful's 
were executed with fuch aildrefs, that neither the Sam- 
nites nor Romans perceived this motion. In the mean 
time the former, elated with having repiilfed the Roman 
cavaSry, refumed new courage, and obliged the firft line 
of the confular army to give way, and retire through the 
fpaces of the fecond line. Then the principcs, who 
formed that line, engaged in their turd } and, as they 
wore quite frefh, put a flop to the impetuofity of the Sam- 
nitea. But they were obliged, in the end, to give way- ' 

When the Samnites thought themfelvcs fecure of the 
viftory, they difeovered, at a diflance, the enfigns of a 
body of troops, which advanced in good order to the field 
of battle. This was the detachment commanded^ by Sci- 
X 3 pio> 
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pio, coming down the hill to attack the enemy’s reaf. 
The conful, on feeing it, cried out, “ "What unexpedlccl^ 
good fortune ! I fee my colleague, Deciift, haftening to 
our afliftance.” The general’s words, paiTing from legion 
to legion, were foon diffufed through thi whole army, 
and heard by the enemy’s battalions. The Romans were 
animated with frefli courage 5 but the Samnites, tired 
with fighting, and afraid to engage another confular 
army, were fo difeouraged, that, without waiting for their 
general’s orders, they difperfed, and fled in confufion, 
leaving only three thoufand four hundred men dead upon 
the plain ; a very inconfiderablfe lofs. The Romans took 
^Wenty-three ftandards* On the other hand, Decius 
gained a confiderable viftory over the Apulians, as 
Samnium they were marching to join the Samnites. After thefc 
atchievements, the two confular armies entering Sam- 
nium, laid the whole country wafte. Decius changed 
his fituation forty times, and Fabius occupied eighty-fix 
different camps. By thefe means the fields were every- 
where laid wafte, and the country, which had been in a 
flourifhing condition, during a long interval of peace, 
was utterly ruined. Fabius took alfo the city of Cimetrai 
and razed it. Two thoufand four hundred prifoners were 
taken in thefe expeditions, and all the inhabitants, who 
were found in arms, put to the fword 

The campaign being ended, Fabius was recalled to pre- 
fide in the comitia for the elcftion of new ctinfuls. Upon 
his arrival he found, that Appius had once more formed 
a fcheme to exclude the plebeians, and confine the con- 
fulate to the patricians. With this view, having fecured 
his own elcdfion, he engaged the centuries to continue 
Fabius in his ofiice for the enfuing year* As the Romans, 
efpccially the patricians, had a great efteem and venera- 
tion for that a^le commander, the firft centuries, confift- 
» ing chiefly of the nobility, unanimoufly voted in his fa- 

vour. Fabius, however, oppofed his own eleftion, pro- 
tefting that he would never give the republic fo pernicious 
a precedent, as to fuffer himfelf to be elcfted in the co- 
mitia where he prefided The whole body of the patri- 
cians furrounded his tribunal, conjuring him to reftore 
the confulate to its ancient luftre. Fabius could not, by 
any means, be prevailed upon to fall into Appius’s 
fcheme ; fo that Volumnius Fkmma, a plebeian, was 
joined with Appius in the confulate. However, Fabius 

c (.iv,lib< cap. 13, 
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and his colleague Decius were continuedi with the title 
of proconfukj in the command of the armies in Sam- 
^ium for fix months longer; which Fabius fpcnt in keep- 
ing in awe theXucanianSj who had revolted, and pre- 
venting them from joining the Samnites. Decius, after 
having laid waile all Samnium, puifued the fmall army 
of that unhappy people from place to place, and fo ha- 
rafled them, that they were obliged to difband, and re- 
tire into tl;ie neighbouring countries. Then Decius, hav- Several 
ing no enemy in the field to contend with, laid fiege to 
their cities, and made himfelf mafter of Murgantia, Ro- Samnitu, 
mulea, and Ferentinum, three important cities : in the 
iirit he made two thoufand one hundred and ten prifo- 
ners; in the fecond he put two thoufand three hundred 
of the inhabitants to the fword^ and took fix thoiffand ; 
in the third about three thoufand men, who defended the 
place, and made a defperate refillance, were killed upon 
the ramparts. Thus Samnium was reduced to the laft 
extremity ; and, to complete the deflru£lion of this 
country, the new conful Volumnius entered it with 
other army of t\yo legIonS| and fifteen hundred auxi- 
liaries 


The SamniteS} being thus driven out of their own 
country, took refuge in Hetruria ; where, in a diet held 
at their requeft, they prevailed upon the feveral lucumo-^ 
nies to join in a war againft Rome, and offered to ferve 
under them at their own expence. The Hetrurians, look- 
ing upon this reinforcement as fent them from heaven, 
raifed a formidable army, and even engaged, with fums 
of money, fome troops of Gauls to join them. The Ro- 
man fenate, being informed of thefe motions, difpaiched 
Appius, to whom Hetruria bxd fallen by lot, to oppofe 
fo powerful an enemy with an army confifling of two le- 
gions, and twelve thoufand auxiliaries. Appius polled 
himfelf within reach of the enemy. But, as he neither 
knew when to engage, nor to choofe his ground, he was 
worfted in every aftion in which he ventured to eiigage- 
Thefe fmall advantages increafed the enemy’s confidence^ 
and gave them hopes of vi^ory in a general ^£lionp In 
Ihort, the foldiers diflrufted their general, and the gene- 
ral had no confidence in his foldiers. In tfiis extremity, 
Appius ” is faid to have written to his colleague, begging 
him to leave Samniun|^^ and haften to his alfiRancc. Vo- 


Appius rg^ 
duetd to 
great 
ftraits in 
Hetruriet^ 


• Liv. lib. X- cap. 15, 16. 
lib. 11. cap. 18, 
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Siraage of , thc troops of B|i|t Appius himjfelfl ;p(Ctendip 

pf^^^us furprifcd^ afte4 His cqjkagpq ftqfliy,. wbat bad' 

p / brought him from Samniup:\ 5 difow.n^d/hu ; and 

told hiob that he had a<Jied a difhonpiirahjc .pa^rt jn quit-i 
ting Ns qwn province, in prderto gain credit by giving, 
afliftancq tp dther^, who did not want it. Voluinmusi 
thus rcprpachcd* woiild h^ve returned immediately to 
Samniumi but the officers of both armies prevailed upon 
him^tp; tftay in Hecruria, where the common caufe called 
for his alfiftauce, and to defpife the reproaches and unac- 
countable behaviour of Appiusi 

7ke t^Q At the requeft of the officers the two confuls after- 
€iiHfuls wards had an interview in that part of the camp, where 
fuarrel.^ the generaU ufed to harangue their foldiers ; and'thcre, in 
the prefence of the army, made their complaints of each 
other. Volumniusi though no orator, fpoke on this oc- 
cafion with grtat eloquence ; for he had the better caufe. 
Appius, who had been his colleague in the confulfhip ten 
years before, could not forbear rallying him : ‘‘ Won^ 
ckrful, indeed ! (faid he) 5 I have made a dumb man 
fpeak, Volumnius, in our firft confulate, fcarce opened 
his mouth for fome months. He had then no tongue ; 
but now is become eloquent, a perfect mafter of oratory. 
What a miraculous change have I wrought in him ! 

“ Since you have taught me io fpeak^ (replied Volum- 
niua), I wifh I could, in return fpr your kindnefs, teach 
you lo In Dur prefent fitualion, it is of fmaUiru*^ 

porUnce to be able to talk well. If you are inclined to 
knqw which of us underftands heft the condufl: of an 
army, we have wars to carry on in two places, Samnium 
and Hetrui ia : make your choice i it is indifierent to me 
ill which province I command.’' At thefe words the fol- 
diers cried out with one voice, that .both tconfujs fhoulA; 
carry on the war in Hetruria, Volumnius anfwered, that 
he was willing to ftayj but defired the troops . tp fignify 
to him their inclinations, by a general fhput.^ Inftantly 
the army made fuch acclamations, as were heard' in the 
enemy's camp, who, taking the alarm, formed in order 
of battle, volumnius immediately marchediout with his. 
tfoops to engage thena^ But Appius wasforrfome time iq 
f^Mfp^nfe, 'whether he fbould join jn the battle; and No- 
thing determined bim but the feai^f being deferted .by 
his troops, wbo fhewed a ftiong inclination to follow Yo^ 
lamnius, in defiance of their gencrars orders^ 

h 
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*lt fell ip Yojumnius to engage the Hetf^rinnSj to 
hla colleague to oppoiie the Samnites^ ^vho, full of rage^ 
ffdvanced againft him. Emulation for glory, anif the/ 
Qiaine of being obfcured by a rivaiy roufed Appius to fuchy 
a degree, that he behaved with mote courage than could? 
have been expefted. ■ He gave his orders like an able con:w> 
mander, fought with intrepidity, infpired his men with^ 
ardor, and equalled his colleague in bravery and condufE; 
The united Samnites and Hetrunans, being unable to 
withftand two confular armies, were entirely defeated^ 
and their camp taken and plundered; The enemy Jefe 
feven thoufand three hundred men dead upon the field o6 
battle, and two thoufand of them, were taken prifonera. 
It muft be owned, that if Appius infpired Volumniiis? 
with eloquence, Volumnius infpired him with courage* 
After this viiitory, which ended the mifunderftanding be-<L 
tween the two, Volumnius returned into his own pro<r 
vince, to oppofe the Samnites, who,, notwithftanding^ 
their late loflesj had raifed a new army, and were aftu-. 
ally ravaging Campania. Volumnius furprifed them near 
the Vulturnus, flew fix thoufand, and recovered all the 
fpoil they had taken 

The republic being alarmed, by accounts from Appius, 
of the preparations for war which the Hetrurians, and 
their allies the Umbriansi, Gauls, and Samnites were mak- 
ing, turned their eyes again upon Fabius ; and, in the 
comitia, which were held foon after, raifed him the fifth 
tinie to the coufulate. 4^The colleague they defigned to 
give him was Volumnius, who prcfided in the comitia ; 
hut Fabius refufing to accept the office, unlcfs he had^ 
again Decius for his colleague, Volumnius, though the- 
firft tribes had already voted for him, approved of Fa-, 
bias's requeit ; and, making an eulogium upon Decius, 
exhorted the tribes to choofe him ; an advice which they 
followed accordingly, beftowing that honour upon him 
the fourth time, Appius, who was then in Hetruria, 
was appointed pricetor j and Volumnius continued in the 
command of the army in Samnium, with the title of pro- 
confuL It was cufix^ary for the new confuls to draw 
lots for their refpeftive provinces ; b^t it was natural to 
fuppofc, that Decius would compliment Fabius with the 
command ia Hetrutia, where the ftrefs of thc\war lay, 
inducef^bj giatitude, as well as by the age and fuperior 
qjerit of his colleague; but the patricians making it a 
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point of honour not to permit any other than Fabius to 
have^the conduft of the Hctriirian war, the plebeians^ 
would not confent, unlefs it fell to him by, lot, fearing 
the patrician conful Ihould, for the future, claim a right 
of chooling his province. The pacific Decius was com- 
pelled, contrary to his temper and inclination, to fwim 
with the current of hU party, and infift on its being de- 
termined, whether he or Fabius ihould command in He- 
truria. The afiair was fir(t brought before the fenate, 
where it was determined in favour of Fabius. Then 
Decius appealed to the people , and the comitia being af- 
(embled, the two competitors pleaded each his own caufe 
more like foldiers than orators. When they had both 
done fpeaking, the people began to vote ; then Fabius, 
lifing up again, defired them, in a few words, to hear 
Appius’s letters read, before they decided on the prefeat 
difpute. Appius, in the letters he had lately written 
from Hetruria; had painted the danger with which the 
republic was threatened in very lively colours, and given 
a very particular account of the four armies which were 
to fall upon Rome 
Fabius fint relation of the danger determined the people 

agawji to have recourfc to the fureft remedy ; and Fabius was 

ihetfi, inftantly appointed to command the army in He truria. 

And now all the Roman youth wQre eager to ferve under 
fo great a commander ; but he would carry with him no 
larger a reinforcement than four thoufand foot, and fix 
hundred horfe. At the head this fmall body he 
marched towards the camp, which the timid Appius was 
Itrengthening with new fortifications. As he drew near, 
he met a detachment fent to cut wood in a neighbouring 
foreft. “ Whither are you going, fcllow-foldiers ?” faid 
Fabius. The foldiers anfwered, “ to cut wood to fortify 
our camp.” What ! (replied the general) ; is it not 
already fortified f” We are already furrounded (re^ 
turned the foldiers), with a double ditch, and a double 
rampart \ and yet we are ftill afraid.” Since that is the 
cafe (faid Fabius), retail to the camp, and level the firft 
rampart.” The detachment immediately returned, and 
put their new generars orders in execution ; a Hep which 
greatly alarmed Appius: but Fabius arrived the fame 
day, to the inexpreffible joy of the army« Next day Ap- 
pius fet out for Rome, to take upon him the prxtgrlhip. 
Fabius, inltead of confining his foldiers within Unes^ 
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■vrlilclii lie faid, betrayed fear, kept them in conftant mrv 
tion, by frequent marches and counter-matches i but 
l^efore he entered upon aftion, he returned to Rome, for 
what reafon is uncertain. Upon his arrival, the fenate, 
alarmed at the dreadful reprefentation which Appius had 
made of the enemy’s forces, judged it neceffary to 
ftrengthen him by a fecond army. Fabius, when this 
was firft propofed to him, told the fenacors, that he 
ihould acquiefee in what they thought proper, on account 
of the fears of others, not his own ; but defired, that, if 


another general was to be joined with him, Decius might De/irettha$ 
be the perfon, fhewing thereby, that his late conteft with Deciujmay 
him had not leffened the elteem he had for fo great a 


The fenate and people readily granted his requeft. 

The confuls, before they left Rome, made the following 
regulations : they fent the proconful, Volumnius, with 
two legions, into Sarnnium, and, in order to cover the 
city on the fide of Hetruria, directed two camps to be 
pitched, one near Rome, on the hill Vaticanus, and the 
other on the banks of the Tiber, in the country of the TAetrwg 
Falifci, After thefe regulations, the confuls fet out for 
the camp in Hetruria. Upon the road they were inform- 
ed, that a legion, which Fabius had left under the com- 
mand of Scipio, had been cut off by the Gauls, called 
Senones. Without being difeouraged by this accident, 
they continued their march : as their army conhfled of 
four legions, a good number of Roman knights, a thou- 
fand Campanian horfe, and a body of auxiliaries, more 
numerous than all the Roman forces, they divided it into 
two parts, and encamped* fcparately, but within reach of 
each other, in the plain of Sentinum, about four miles 
from the enemy. We are told, that the forces of the 
Qauls and Samnites, who encamped together, amounted 
to one hundred and forty-three thoufand three hundred 
and thirty foot, and forty-fix thoufand horfe. What the 
number was of Hetrurians and Umbrians, who jointly 
made another camp, we find no where recorded. As 
thefe confederates were feparated in their camps, they 
agreed, that the Gauls and Samnites fhould engage the 
Romans, while the Hetrurians and Umbrkns attacked 
their two camps in the heat of the a£t;Ion. Fabius being 
informed of this delign by deferters, immediately fent 
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oynder& tc the two propraetors, Fukius ahd Pofthumhis, 
who commaniled in the camps that covered Rome, to 
enter Hetniria without delay, and lay k wafte. In con- ' 
fequence of this incurlion, the Hetrurians and Umbrians 
haftened to the relief of the unfortunate people whofe 
houfes and lands were burnt and ravaged. 
fahius Fabius, having thus obliged the enemy to divide their 

brings the took advantage of the diverfion he had made, andp 

Cauls and in the abfence of the Hetrurians and Umbrians, brought 
^amnites tv the Gauls and Samnites to a battle. Fabius commanded 
§ hattiim the right wing, which faced the Samnites j andt Decius 
conducted the left, which engaged the Gauls. Both 
parties fuRained the firft onfet with equal bravery, and the 
refiftance of the enemy convinced the Romans, that they 
could not have withftood the four armies, had they all 
engaged at once* The advantage firft appeared in favour 
of the Gauls, who furprifed the Romans, foon after the 
a.6tion began, with a new way of fighting, never ufed in 
the wars of Italy, They drove armed chariots againft the ‘ 
Roman cavalry, which, with the noife of the wheeb, and* 
the novelty of the fight, frightened the horfesy and put 
them into diforder. They fell, afterwards, on the firft 
line of the infantry, and broke into the ranks, carrying 
Bechude^ every-where terror and confufion. The conful, Decius, 
ntvtgj him- haying in vain endeavoured to rally his terrified foldiers, 
filvfs, refolved to follow the example of his father, and in the 
fame manner devote himfdf to the dii manes. Purfuant 


to this refolution, he commanded the pontifex, M. Livius, 
to pronounce the words ufed in devotements ; and, hav- 
ing repeated them after him, rode full fpeed into the 
thickeft of the enemy’s battalions, where he was killed, 
after having received numberlefs wounds. How great is 
the power of credulity and fupcrftition ! The Romans, 
after the death of their general, looking upon the enemy 
as'dcvotcd to deftru£tion, refumed new courage, and re- 
turned to the charge, in order to put the decrees of the 
gods in execution. The pontifex, Lrvius, who was him- 
fdf an able commander, taking advantage of their preju- 
dices, put liimiclf at their head, crying out, “We 
have conquered 5 the death of Dccius has fccured to us 
the vidlory ^ the Samnites and the Gauls arc devoted to 
the^ manes, and muft inevitably perilh.” Having thus 
fpoken,' he renewed the battle ; and> being, fccondcd by 
fome troops, fent by Fabius from the fear, under the 
Gommund of L. Cornelius apd & Marcius, he foon 
* changed 
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changed the fortune of the day In favour of the RomoitB 
in th€ left .wing V 

In the right wing Fabius had attacked the Samnites 
but faintly, or rather kept himfelf upon the defenfivc,, till 
the enemy were exhaulted ; then, becoming in his turn 
the aggrelTor, he ordered his cavalry to wheel about, and 
flank the, wings of the enemy, while he, at the head of 
the legions, attacked them in front. All the troops being Yr. of FI, 
thus put ill motion, the (hock was fo violent, that the 
Samnites fled in diforder to the camp, and left the Gauls 
to contend with the Romans. Thefe brave men, not dif- u. C. 461. 
heartened at the rout of their allies, ftill kept their 
ground, and covering their heads with their bucklers, Tht Smm^ 
formed a tortoife. Fabius, therefore, to break thefe im- 
penetrable troops, detached a body of five hundred Cam- 
panian horfe to fall upon their rear, ordering the prin- 
cipes to follow the detachment, and penetrate into their 
battalions when once broken. This motion fucceeded fo 
well, that the Gauls were, at length, obliged to retire, 
and leave the Romans mailers of the field. Fabius did 
not purfue them ; but led his forces againft the camp of 
the Samnites, where he made a dreadful flaughter. 
Twenty-five thoufand of the Samnites and Gauls were 
killed in this aftion, and eight thoufand taken prifoners. 

Among the former was GelUus Egnatius, an eminenlT 
commander of the Samhites, who h.ad negociated the 
alliance of the four nations. On the fide of the Romans, 
the number of the deatl, in the left wing, amounted to 
feven thoiiund , but in the right, where Fabius com- 
manded, only twelve hundred W'ere killed. The pro- 
prietors, Fulvius and Pollhumius, gained confiderablc ad- 
vai; Cages over the Hctruriaits and Umbrians j and the fame 
year the proconful, Voluniiiius, defeated the Samnites in 
a battle at the foot of Mouiit Tifernus. After all thefe 
fiicccflcs Fabius returned to Rome, and triumphed the 
day before the nones of September. He had fcarce left 
the country, when the Hetrurians raifed a new army, 
which obliged him to lead his troops thither again. Upon 
his arrival, he attacked the Hetrurians, killed four thou- 
fand five hundred of them on the fpot, took one thoufand 
feven hundred and forty prifoners, and flruck the reft 
with fuch terror, that they made no farther attempts that 
year. This was the laft exploit of a hero, whom age 
difabled from ferving his country. He had a fon, lur- ' 

* Liv. lib. X can. 27, *8. 
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tialhed Gurg^s, that Is, the Gulf, on account of his ex^ 
ceIRve intemperance in his youth. Aft6r he had fquan<- 
dered away immenfe fums in debauchery, he corredled 
his way of living, and became a zealous reformer of man*- 
ners, in order to wipe off the fhame of his paft excefles. 
In his sedilcfhip he accufed, before the people, a great 
number of patrician women of adultery; and, having con- 
▼ifted them, perpetuated the fhame of the criminals, by 
building, with the money accruing from their fines, a 
temple to Venus, as a lalliiig monument of their infamy*'. 

In the mean time the Samnites, notwith (landing their 
lofles, brought two new armies into the field. With one 
they encamped on the banks of the Vulturnus \ with the 
other they entered Campania, and pillaged the territories 
of Vefeia and Formise. Thefe hoftilities were no fooner 
known at Rome, than Appius, the praetor, was ordered 
into Samnium, at the head of the army which Decius had 
commanded. The proconful Volumnius, who was al- 
ready on the fpot, joined his forces to thofe of Appius 5 
and both thefe generals, by purfuing the Samnites from 
place to place, obliged them to unite their two armies in 
the Campi Stellates, between the Vulturnus and the 
Save. Ihere the Samnites refolved to put the whole to 
Hhe the iffue of a battle ; and, as they looked upon it as their 

nuts again ftake, behaved with extraordinary courage and refo- 
F lution : but the Romans prevailed, after having loft two 
thoufand feven hundred men. Of the Samnites there 
fell in the battle and purfuit fixteen thoufand three hun- 
dred *- 

Rome had now made war with the Samnites for forty 
years, almoft without interruption, and generally with 
fuccefs. That people had loft four battles in one year; 
the braveft of their generals had been killed ; all the 
flower of their youth cut off; the Hetrurians, Umbrians, 
and Gauls, whom they had drawn into a confederacy, 
were not now in a condition to lend them any alliftance. 
However, they were not fo far difeouraged, as to lofc all 
hopes of being able one day to triumph in their turn. 
but take the They made great preparations to take the field once more. 

anrw. fenate Ordered the two new confuls, L. Pofthumius 
' Megellus, who was raifed to that dignity a fecond time, 

and M. Atcilius Rcgulus, to carry the war jointly into 
Samnium) bu^ Pofthumius being fick, the whole manage- 


^ Li<r. lib. ir. cap. 19, 30. Fall. Capit. Macrob Sat. lib. ii. 
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invent of affaks was committed to Attiliu^, whot hafteiung 
into Samnium, met the enemy’ on the confines of Cam- 
pania. The conful was no fooner encamped, than the 
Samnites, though fo often vanquifhed, undertook to 
execute what the Romans themfelves would fcarce have at- 
tempted j they formed a defign of Torcing the conful’s Bold at" 
lines. Marching out of their camp undifeovered, by 
means of a thick fog, they furprifed the advanced guards, 
made themfelves mafters of the Decuman gate, and pene- 
trated to the quseftor’s tent, where the military cheft was 
kept. In the mean time the alarm fpreading to the gene- 
ral’s quarters, he put himfelf at the head of fome mani- 
puli, and obliged the enemy to retire by the gate through 
which they had entered- The Romans would have pur- 
fued them ; but Attilius, fearing an ambufeade, would 
not fufFer them to march out of their entrenchments. 

The Samnltes, not doubting but fortune would favour 
their bold attempts another time, encamped clofe to the 
Roman lines, and kept the confular army fo clofely fhut 
up, that they could not enter Samnium to live upon frec- 
quarter there, as they had defigned 5 but were obliged to 
bring their provifions from the countries behind them, to 
which alone they had accefs"'. 

The fenate and people of Rome, alarmed at this difad- 
vantagjous lltuation of the army, difpatched Pofthumius^^ 
though not yet perfedlly recovered, with another confular 
army, to the afliftance of his colleague. Upon his ariival, 
the Samnites, who were not in a condition to contend 
with two confular armies, decamped in hafte,, and left 
their country a prey to the enemy- On their retreat the 
two generals feparated, to lay wafte the whole country. 
Poilhumius, having committed great devaftations, ‘made Tvjo of 
himfelf mafter of Milionia and Triventum, two places of their atm 
great ftrength. The former was taken by alTault, after a 
vigorous defence, and given up to be plundered by the 
foldiers ; three thoufand two hundred Samnites were cut 
in pieces on the ramparts, and four thoufand two hun- 
dred made prifoners. Triventum was abandoned by the 
inhabitants ; fo that the conful made himlelf maRer of it 
without ftriking a blow®. 

While Pofthumius was thus employed, Attilius marched ilmViit; fgm 
to the relief of Luceria in Apulia, beheged, as he was 
told, by the Samnites. On his march he met the enemy, 
and came to a battle with them, the fuccefs of which was 


»Liv.Iib, X, cap, 32, 33. ^Idem ibid, cap, 33, 34- 
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ftitli, that neither army cAiofe to try a feCbnd engagemeht. 
The Samnites were determined to return home ; but as the 

S lace where they were encamped was a kind of defile, and 
be Romans were between them and Satnnium, after much 
deliberation, they refolved to march to the Roman camp, 
take their route by the fide of it, and advance into the 
plain. The co^nful no fooner perceived them, than he 
gave orders to his legions to prepare for battle, not doubt- 
ing but they were coming to attack him. Attilius now 
perceived how much the ad^ion of the day before had dif- 
couraged his troops; his officers told him, that they were 
reaSy to obey his orders ; but that the foldiers were ex- 
tremely fatigued and intimidated^ and that they would cer- 
tainly be overcome if attacked.- This information gave 
Attilius great uneafinefs : he went in perfon to vifit them 
in their tents, and endeavoured, by foft words, to roufe 
their courage; but all to no purpofe. 

In the mean time the Samnites drawing near, the Ro- 
mans obfefved, that they were loaded Muth ftakes and 
fiifcrines- The conful, now believing they defigned to ihut 
him up in his camp, protefted that he would march out, 
and meet the enemy alone; and that, if he were cut in 
pieces, he fhould atleaftefcape the mortification of feeing 
his camp at the mercy of a people fo often conquered. 
His words, and the fliame of abandoning their general, 
induced them at length to ftand to their arms; they 
marched out, though with great relutlance, and very 
llovi ly, the battalions not being clofe, but broken in fc- 
veral places. This motion of the Romans was a great dif- 
appointment to the Samnites, who were no lefs afraid 
than they, and equally defirous to avoid a battle ; but, 
when they found it was neceflary to fight, they afted 
like brave men, threw down all their baggage in a heap, 
and placing it in the centre, formed in battalia. When 
the armies drew near, they fhewed lb/ little inclination to 
fight, that they would have retired without aflion, had 
they not feared, that the firft which drew off would be at- 
tacked in the rear by the other. However, they charged * 
at length, blit in a faint manner, arid without drawing fo 
near as to come to a clofe engagement. The Romans 
fbon began to give ground ; a circumftaricc which fo en- 
couraged th^Samnites, that they now exerted their ufual 
tigriur; arid, pfelUrig upon the legions,' drove them 
ba(^k lo their entrenchments, which they would have cn- 
teredj, and left the Samnites mailers of the field, had not 
Ac^il^ils ordered a body of hor^e to advance to the gate of 
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tiKe campi with dire£lions to kill every Roman who 
ikould attempt to enter. 

_ By this expedient the runaways being obliged to return Attilius 
to the charge, rallied, and renewed the fight with fuch gains a 
vigour, that the Samnites, who purfued them, were 
forced to fly in their turn. Thus vicSlory declared for the 
Romans, after they had loft feven ihoufand three hundred 
men. Four thoufand eight hundred of the Samnites were 
killed, and feven ihoufand taken prifoners, whorti the 
conful compelled to pafs under the yoke The conful 
Attilius would have gained but little honour this cam- 
paign, hadhc not repaired his lofles by a newadvantage ; for, 
on his march homewards, having fallen in with a body of 
Samnites, loaded with the booty they had made in the 
country of the Volfci, he cut them in pieces, recovered 
the booty, and releafed many Roman prifoners. After 
this exploit, he left his army in winter-quarters, and 
returned to Rome, to prefide at the eledlioils. In the 
mean time Pofthumius, uncafy to find nothing to do in 
Samnium, left that country, without orders from the 
fenate. Marching into Hecruria, where there was more TheHetm- 
booty, and more glory to be gained, he defeated the He- riansovcf 
trurians, took Pxufl'ellae, and obliged the three lucUmonies . 

of Volfinii, Perufia, and Aretium, to fue for peace. 
Ncverthelefs the fenate, on his return, refufed him a tri- ^ 
umph, on account of his irregular proceedings ; but he 
appealed to the people, who decreed him one for his vic- 
tories over the Samnites and Hetrurians p. 

In the new confulate of L. Papirius Curfor, fon of the 
famous papirius, and Sp. Carvilius, Sartinlum became 
again the feat of war. That martial nation refolved to 
make a new and more vigorous effort than ever. They 
publiflied a law, commanding all who were of age to 
bear arms, to appear upon the firft fummons from the 
general of their nation, upon pain of death. The heads 
of thole who difobeyed this law were devoted to Jupiter, 
and it was lawful for any one to kill them. The general Th Sarrh 
rendezvous was appointed in the neighbourhood of Aqui- nites rmjg 
Ionia, a city of Hirpinia, whither fear brought all the 
youth of the country, to the number of forty thoufand 
and upwards. In order to infpire them with courage, the 
heads of the nation obliged fixteen thoufand of thebraveft 
men among them to take the following oath, which Was 
adminiftered to them with great folomnity : May all 

^ Liv. lib. X. cap. 35, 3^. P Idmibi 4 » cap, 37. Fail* Capit. 
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tht curfics of tbc gods fidl upon me and my tefterity, if 1 
do not follow my generals wherever they uiall lead mci 
if [ ever ttmi my back, or do not kill thole whom I (hall 
fee attempting to By !” Thofe who hefitated at loading 
thcmlclves and their pofterity with foch imprecations, 
were ftabbedf and their bodies thrown among the carcafes 
of the many vi£lims that were facrifioed on niat occalion. 
Thofe who took the oath Were called legio Ihiteata, or 
the ^i/um Ugian^ becaufe they had bound themfelves by it 
under a canopy or covering of linen. Magnificent buck- 
lers were given tb^in ; and. that they might be diftin- 
guiflicd in an cngageoaent, their helmets were adorned 
with ftatcly crelts % 

The conful Carvilius haying left Rome, and put himfelf 
at the head of the army Attilius had commanded, took his 
way towards Samnium, which he entered without oppo- 
fition, the enemy not having yet finilhed their prepara- 
tions. His firft exploit was the redu£lion of Amiternum, 
a city in Sabiiiia, fubjed to the Samnites, where he cat 
in pieces two thoufand eight hundred men, and made 
four thonfand two hundred and feventy prifoners# Pa- 
pirius, having hallened his levies in Rome, took the field, 
made himfelf mafter of Furconia, in the neighbourhood 
of Amitemum, and then joined his colleague. After 
they had laid wafie that part of the Volfcian terHtory 
which was fubjeff to the Samnites, they parted again ^ 
Carvilius turning off towards Commium, on the confines 
of the eafiern part of Samntum, with a defign to befiegc 
it \ and Papirius marching towards Aquilonia, the place 
of the enemy's general rendezvous. The latter encamped 
within fight of the enemy, and tried their ftrength and 
courage in fome flight flcirmiflies, before he proceeded to 
a general a£fion. At length he refolved to venture a 
battle, and therefore fent an exprels to his colleague, de- 
firing him to prefs the ficgc of Cominium, left the enemy 
Ihould fend detachments from thence to reinforce their 
artoiy near Aquilonia. He then aflemblcd his trodpB, and 
fo animated them by his fpcech, that they all cried out, 
they were ready to follow him whitherfoever he fliould 
lead them. From the general to the meaiteft foldier, all 
were eager to engage ; they were only uneafy to fee the 
battle deferred dll next day- Even the augur, whofe bu- 
finefs It was to obferve the prefages, chote rather to make 


4 Liv- lib. X. cap* 3s, 
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ft falfe Irdpdtt, to check this general ardour ' (X). 
In the bfeginuiilg of the at^lion the linen legion, which lay 
— under the hioft facred engagements not to give way, 
made a moft gaJhnt refiftance, and^ notwithftanding th^ 
utmoft efforts of the Komahs, lcet)t thdr ground^ till all 
on a fudden they difeovered, at fo'me diftance, a cloud of 
duft, fuch as is raifed by the marching of an army, but 
was now occafioned by the ferVants and muleteers of the 
Roman camp, whom the conful had mounted upon bcafts 
of burden, ordcririg them to appear in the heat of the ac- 
tion, and raife as great a cloud of duft as poflible. Pa- 
pirius, though the authoV of the ftratagem, feemed to be 
iurprifed at uiis new fight. As the fervants of the army 
had provided themfelves with branches of trees, which 


* Liv. lib. Xi cap* 39f40. 


(X) It was then cudoitiary 
to judge of the fuccefs of bat- 
tles beforehand, by the hade 
or flownefa with which the fa- 
cred chickens picked up their 
food. The augur obferved, 
that the chickens fed but (low- 
ly, which was a bad omen t 
but as the minifters of reli- 
gion are not always the moft 
fcrupulous, or the moft credu- 
lous, the augur, depending 
more on the ardour of the fol- 
diers, than the greedlnefs of 
his chickens, declared, that 
they had fed greedily. Papi- 
rlus heard the augury with 
joy, and immediately ordered 
his men to prepare for battle ; 
but the next day, when the 
army Was ready to march out 
and engage, the report being 
fpread among the troops, that 
the prefages were not favour- 
able, the Roman knights, 
thinking it a matter of fucb 
importance as ought to be 
communicated to the general, 
prevailed upon young Papi- 
rius, the conful’s nephew, to 
difeover to him the error he 


was in concerning the au- 
guries. “ Be of good con* 
.rage, (anfwcrcd the general), 
and behave yourfdf in the ac- 
tion like a brave man. If the 
augur has made me a falfe re- 
port, he has drawn the ven- 
geance of the gods upon him- 
fclfby his irreligioji. As for 
me, I conclude the augury to 
be favourable, fince it was fo 
declared.” Thus fpokc Papi- 
rius, and then ordered the un- 
faithful keeper of the facred 
chickens to be placed at the 
head of the firft line, where 
he was killed by an unknown 
hand, before the two armies 
came to a clofe cngHgementi 
He was probably killed by or- 
der of the conlul, who, pre- 
tending to look iwn his death 
as a ftroke from heaven, cried 
out, when the news was 
broi^ht him, “ The ven- 
geance of the gods has fpenC 
iclblf on the perfon who de- 
ferred it. We have nothing 
more to fear from their an- 
ger (i).” 


(0 Liv. lib. X. cap. 40, 
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tbey trailed on the ground to ralfe. the greater duft, no-> 
thing could be feen but th^ tops of fome ftandards and 
lances, and fomething like cavalry, which Teemed to flank 
a ‘body of infantry. While both armies were under no 
fmall apprehenfion of this frefh body of troops^ Papirius 
all on a fudden cried out with an 'air of joy, V Cominium 
is taken, and my colleague is coming to my afliftance. 
Courage, fellow-fol diets ; let us gain the viftory our- 
felves, before another army comes to (hare with us the 
glory and the fpoils.” At thefe words, both the infantry 
and cavalry fell with new vigour on the linen legion, 
which was at length obliged to give way, their fear of the 
enemy, w:ho had penetrated into the midft of their batta- 
lions, not fuffering them to attend to any other apl^rehen- 
fions. Their example was followed by the reft of the 
Samnite army; their foot in the left wing retired to Aqui- 
loiiia, and thofe in the right regained the camp ; but their 
horfe fled to Bovianum, a city a great way from the field 
of battle. Twelve thoufand of the Samnites, according 
to Orofius, were flain in this battle ; but, according to 
Livy, above thirty thoufand. Their camp was taken, 
and foon after the city of Aquilonia, where moft of the 
fugitives had taken Ihelter 

In the mean time Carvilius made himfelf mafter of the 
ftrong and important city of Cominium. The befieged, 
after having made a vigorous defence, were at length 
obliged to lurrendcr, to the number of fifteen thoufand 
four hundred, af^er four thoufand three hundred and 
eighty had been flain in the attacks. Then the two con- 
fuls joined their fotces, to complete the deftruftion of the 
Samnites, who had no army to oppofe them. Their 
feheme being approved by the fenate, Carvilius took Vo- 
lana, Palumbinum, and Herculaneum, all cities of great 
note. Papirius made himfelf mafter of Sepinum, a town 
fituated at the foot of the Apennines, and deemed impreg- 
nable. Bat the Hetrurians taking arms again, it was 
thought neCelTary to recall one of the confuls with his 
army from Samnium. They were accordingly ordered to 
caft lots for the conduct of the Hetrurian war, which fell 
to Carvilius, who thereupon haftened to Rome, which he 
entered in triumph, and thence continued his march into 
Hetruria, where he took Troffulum by aflault, and obliged 
the Falifci to fuc for peace ; granting them only a year’s 
truce, for which he made them pay three hundred and 

■ Liv. lib. X. dap, 41. Front, SiraCi Vd* Max. lib. vii. cap. 
«i. Orof. lib. vi. 
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ninety thoufand afes of brafs. Affecr this trnnfa£lion he 
returned to Rome. Papirius arrived about the fame rime 
from Samnium, and obtained a triumph) the chief orna- 
ments of which were the fpoils taken from the Samnites, 
efpecially from the linen legion (Y). 

In the next eleffion of confuls, the perfons chofen by 
the centuries were Fabius Gurges, the fon of Fabius Maxi- 
mus, and Junius Brutus, fumamed Sexva, of an iJluf- 
trious, though plebeian family. It is undoubted, that Fa- 
bius the father, who was then prince of the fenate, oppofed 
the promotion of his fon. Perhaps he did not think him 
qualified for fo high a ftatipn, or was induced, as Vale- 
rius Maximus is of opinion by a republican principle, 
judging it a pernicious precedent to confer fo many ho- 
nours on one family; for he had been five times conful, 
and his father and grandfather had been likewife promoted 
to that dignity. Junius ‘Brutus, the other conful, was no 
better qualified for the confulate than his colleague ; fo 
that now the government of the republic was in the hands 
of two perfons of fmall abilities, efpecially for war; which 
was at this Ume a very impolitic choice. They had fcarce 
entered upon their office, when the Falifci in Hetruria, 
encouraged by a plague which raged Jn Rome, bvoke their 
truce; and the old enemies of Rome, the Samnites, tak- 
ing arms again, entered Campania. The confuls having 
drawn lots for their provinces^ Hetruria fell to Brutus, 
and Samnium to Fabius. The former, alpfted by Carvi- 
lius, whom the republic appointed to be bis lieutenant, 
over-ran Hetruria, defeated the Falifci, and returned to 
Rome, loaded with fpoils ; while Fabius, having rafllly 
attacked the Samnites, was put to flight, after he had loA 
three thoufatid men in the a£lion. The number of the 

t Val. Max. lib. iv. cap. i. 

(Y) Papirius, on hia return the fun Ihonc between the rof- 
to Rome,' dedicated a. temple tra and the houfe appointed 
to Quirinus, which bis /acher, for the reception of ambaffa- 
when didlator, had vowed, dors, one of the confuPs he- 
Upon this temple was fixed a raids ofed ^ to proclaim with a 
fun-dial, the fir ft that had ever loud voice, that it was mid- 
been fecn at Rome. *The Ro- day : But now they could mark 
mans, for fome ages, marked the feveral hours of the day : 
only the rifihg and fettlng of and the water-clock,' invented 
the fun ; afterwards they ob- foon after, enabled them to rec; 
fpnred the hour of noon, but kon the hours of the ni^t. 
in a very grofs manner. When 
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wQuiidcd was g^at^r, a^d of th^m iicA for want of 
attendance, the conful having left the fetvants of the 
army^ and the baggage, a great w^ay behind bicOr \ The . 
news of an fo lU eondut^edi e^tafpcralefd^^e BJSPpb 

and fenate to fuch a degree^ that tbe epr^fhl recalled, 
and woiuld have feepn deppfed» h^d not hia father fpoken 
in his bebalfj^ with all the dignity of a man of bis age» 
nierit, and emplpynnents, and eyen oScred to ferve under 
hjis fon the rpipainder of tbfif campaign, in quality of bia 
lieutenant. This was immediately accepted^, ^nd 

Fabius fet out witb,.hls fon for Samnium 9 which tliey had 
fcarce entef^d, when, they Wjqre met by the enemy, who 
offered them battle. The S^^mnites^ whom no adverfe 
fortune could difcpurage, made their firft onfet with fuch 
vigour, th^ the Romans could fcarce withftand them* 
Rontius .Herennius, their general^; elated widr his hilt 
viclory, made incredible enprts to gain a ibcond. On 
the other hand the conful, to wipe off the fliame of his 
late defeat, fought as a private foldier in the firft line ^ 
but Pontius^ having broken through the troop which cck 
vered young Fabius, endeavoured to furround him on all 
fides j the father perceiving his (ituation, threw bimfelf 
}nto the midit of the enemy’^ battalions, and, by his ex- 
ample, animated the legions to e^qrt themCelves with fueb 
vigour, thaj Gorges was refeuedi and theenemyrouted- 
and defeats 'TweiUy thopfand of th^ enemy were llain, and fpur thou- 
fand taken piifoneri^ . Amopg th^ letter was Pontius 
himfelf, who had done.^in thi^ fi^^l. engagement that 
could be expected upm* an ^3(pi^|i$mc,ed comm^nder> and 
gajlant foidiej. Rqiiqke would bai,ve been more fenfibly afc 
fefted with this viftory at any otbertime ; but the plague, 
which made a dreadfql h^vock of her citizens, much 
damped her joy. To appeafe the wrath of the gods, re- 
COurf? wa? nad to t^,ufu§jl fuperfl^ition. The 

Sibylline hqoks were confultedf and there it was read, 
tl^t, to put ftqp to, the pjiagUOy^itfae god .^lculapius 
fl^ujld l?e to a city of Pe- 

w^ woiy^^^d under the figure of 
a ferpenU VAn p^baffy was accordingly appointed for that 
purpofe , 

confular year bein^ almpft expired, and ttte two 
Potifuia employed in carrying on the war in their refpec- 
provinces, a did|alof was ^pointed to fwppljr tpeir 

. Spit.Ub- XK Eucrop.Hb.i 1 , Zonar. lif, viih w Liv. 

Hh. x^'^cap. 47W Orolil Hb, viii, eap, Zonar. lib. viii. Flor, 
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room ) but hie nomination proving defcdive, ibe repiibljc 
fell into an interregnum, urben L. Poftbomius^ one of 
.the magiftrates named to govern the (tale till the nevr 
eleftion, held the comitia, and, by bis intrigues, got 
bimfdf eledled the third time. His colleague was Junius 
Brutus, furnamed Bubplcus. Pofthumius, a man of a 
haughty, enterprifing, and untrad^ble temper, afTumed 
to himfelf the command the war in Saomiuipi witboul 
drawing lots with his colleague, or wailing for a decree of 
the fenace in his favour. About this time the god ^feu- 
lapius, who had been expet^ed a whole year, arrived 
from Epidaurus, to the great joy of the people; and the 
plague is faid to haye ceafed fbon after ‘ (Z). The twp 


^ Dion. Hal. in Excerpt. Val. 
in Q^xlt. Eom. 

(Z) ^{ibulapiufl had a tetn> 
plc^ in Epidautus ; and the 
priefts, who ^jreTidcd over the 
wgrlhip of this hew god, bred 
ohe of thofe fnakes, which 
were eafily tamed, and taught 
to follow any perfoiis where 
they pleafedp This fnake the 
vnlgar honoured as the god 
himlclf. His ufual hole was 
under the feet of the fine ilone 
ilatue of iElculapius, which 
the famous fculptor - Tbrafy* 
medefi of Paros had made; 
and, whenever he came out 
of it, his appearance was un- 
derftood to preiage the cure of 
the hek penon. The Roiuau 
envoys were brought into the 
temple ; and it is probable that 
the Epidauriatw made them 
pay dear for the ichef d»ey 
dehred, their reputation and 
incereft being then very fmall 
in Greece. However that be, 
the Ejndaurians fui^red thm 
to carry away the fnake, vdiich 
drew all the people in the 
neighbourhood into the city* 
The joy the Romans fliewed, 
upon the : arrival of ibis iahi- 
tary pod, is not to be exprelled. 


con- 

Cic. dt Nat. Deor. lib. iii. Phite 

Altars were* ereOed all along 
the banks of (he Tiber, ana 
numberlds facrifiecs oEcred. 
The Romans deligned to re-> 
ceive him within their walls, 
and there build him a temp* 
pie ; but (he god is laid to 
biure chofen his own abode in 
tbc midft of the Tiber, on au' 
iiland formed in the iniancy of 
the republic, by firaw, trunks 
of treeS) fimd, and the rubbifli 
of the city- Thither the fer- 
pent retired, gently fwimmitig 
through the water. From that 
time It was called the iiland of 
^fculapius, and a temple was 
foon tTt6M to him there, and 
enriched with Dumberlefs pre* 
fents. It was built in the 
ihape of « the higher 
partofit felembhiig the 
and the lower prow. TSe 
temple of the god of he^h 
was much frequented by the 
cmamoD people at Rome* The 
fide came and pafled the night 
in it; and either tmaginatioii, 
or the ftrength of nature, fbme- 
rimes wrought cmiei there, 
which were alcribed to the 
power of the god. Thofe who 
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confttls fet out for their rcfpeftive provinces, Brutus for 
Hctruria, and Pofthumius for Samnium. The former 
performed nothing which hiftorians have thought worth - 
tranfmitting tp pofterity. In Samnium the two Fabii 
gained great advantages, and were aftually employed at 
the fiege of Cominium, which the Samnites had rebuilt, 
when Pofthumius arrived with a new Confular army. Fa- 
bius Gurges had been continued in the cdVnmand of the 
ftffthumius army, in quality of prpconful ; but, nevcfth clefs, Pofthu- 
ajfutnis the mius fent him orders to defift from the^ fiege, and leave 
conduSl of that enterprize to him. Fablus had recourfe to the fe- 
Samium” nate, acquainting the confeript fathers with the orders be 
had received from the conful. The fenate immediately 
difpatched a meflenger to Pofthumius, enjoining him to 
bend his forces another way, and not difturb Fabius in 
the enterprize he was carrying on ; but Pofthumius, 
without paying any regard to the authority of the fenate, 
gave their meftenger this haughty anfwer : Tell the 
confeript fathers, that it is their duty to obey their con- 
ful, and not his to ftibmit to their commands.” He then 
inarched towards Cominium, refolving to give the Fabii 
battle, if they did not yield to his obftinate humour. 
'Young Fabius, being warranted by the authority of the 
fenate, was for withftanding the rafti aggrelTor 5 but his 
father prevailed upon him, for the fake of the public 
TakeJ Cfl- got>d^ to give way to his imperious rival. Then Pofthu- 
mmium mius ptefled Cominium with fuch vigour, that he made 
mndl^^nu- bimfclf mafter of it jn ^ few days. From thence he 
(urned his arrns againft Venufittifn, an important place on 
the confines of Apulia^ Lucania, and Samnium, and fub- 
jcdled it to the Romans. He then gave the fenate an ac- 
count of his conqneft, which, he hoped, would have 
reconciled the confeript fathers to him, and made them 
forget his difobedience. He propofed, that a Pjplony 

recovered, Sacrificed to the delivered from all the evils and 
god, by Way of rhankfgivtog, diflempers attending this life,^ 
ft cock ; for this fowl was {ft- ordered a cock to be facrificed 
cred to .^fculapius, and a to iEfculapius. There were 
fymbol of the vigilance which fome remains of. the, temple of 
is neceflary for the cure of jEfculapius to be feen in the 
difeafes. It was in allufion to iixteenta century, near the 
this, that Socrates, when con- church of St. Bartholomew, in 
detnhed to die, and tl^eireby the ifland of the Tiber (i); 

(r) Cic. dcNat. D^or. ; Vftl. M|Xi lib. h Cftp< 8. Ovid- 

MetAmorph, hb, av. Piilu lib> iix. cap.i. 
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might be fent to Venufium, to keep the neighbouring ^ 
provinces in awe. His propofal was approved, but occa- 
iion taken from it to mortify him, and make him fenfible, 
that the fenate preferred obedience to valour. It was 
cuftomary for the conqueror of a city to be one of the 
triumviri fent thither to fettle a colony i but, in the cafe 
of Venufium, the fenate, without any regard to Pofthu- 
mius, named three others, allowing him no (hare in that 
honour. Nor was this all : to humble the proud Pofthu- 
mius yet more, they granted a triumph to young Fabius, 
his rival, who entered Home on the calends of the month 
Sextilis. The brave Pontius, famous for having fur- Pontius 
prifed the Roman legions, and made them pafs onder the 
yoke at the Caudine Forks, followed the chariot of the ^ 
conqueror, and, by an aft of inhumanity unworthy of a 
civilized nation, was condemned to lofe his head. While Fabius 
young Fabius rode in his triumphal chariot, his father ^riumphu 
followed him on horfeback. He had formerly, in his firft 
triumphs, carried his fon in his chariot with him ; and 
was now overjoyed to march after him, to mingle in the 
crowd, and to hear the acclamations of the people, and 
the fongs of the foldiers, in praife of the triumphant vic- 
tor : however, the fpeftators did him jiiftice, laying, that 
the fon was honoured with a triumph, but that the father 
deferved it r. 

Pofthumius, feeing his rival thus honoured, and him- 
felf treated with fo much contempt, employed bitter in- 
veftives againft the fenate, and invented a new kind of 
revenge, which was, to diftribute among his foldiers all 
the booty he had taken in the two conquered cities, with- 
out lodging any part of it in the public treafury. He 
then, refentfully dilbanded his troops before his fuccef- 
for could arrive. His colleague Brutus prefided in the 
comitia, w'hen P.* Cornelius Ruiinus and Manius Curius 
Dentatus were chofen. Pofthumius was no fooner out of 
pftice, than he was brought to a trial before the comitia 
by tribes. Before he left Rome, he had employed a de- 
tachment of his troops in grubbing up a foreft on his own 
eftate. His accufation chiefly turned on his employing, 
in fo mean an office, men of free condition, who ow^ 
no fcrvice but to the public. As this crime offended the Poji/tutnius 
people more than his dHbbedience to the fenate, they fined by 
condemned him to pay a confiderable line thepeoplg, 

y JJiv, Epit. xi. Faft, Capit. Pint, in Fab. & Val. Max. lib. ix. 
yap. 7. * Djon.'^Hal. in Excerpt. Valcfii. Liv. Epit. xi. 
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Tbc war with the &am0it9» kad already famiihed the 
Bc^an general^ with twenty-foiur tiiumphs ; but bad ceft 
the conquerors a great deal of blood, many fatigaes^ and . 
vaft eapCDces r lb that the republic was tired of engaging 
the fame enemy. In order, therefore, to put an end to 
this tedious war, both confals were ordered into Sam^ 
mum, where they aAed feparately ; each, at the head of 
a confular amtyi nt¥aged the country, took feveral cities, 
gained fraie battles, and at length obliged chat gallant 
iKttkm, which, after the lofs of their hrave general and 
able TOTemor Bemtios, was no longer in a condition to 
oppo^ the progrefs of their arms, to fue for peace. The 
repiddic readily confented to enter into an alliance with 
ihra for the fourth ttme \ but left the fettling of the ar- 
tides to Curias Dentatus, a man of great probity, and 
who, without any vanky or oftentation, lived in that vo<» 
kmtary poverty, which the philofophers of thofe times 
recomnieadcd. The Samnite deputies found him heting 
on a wooden feat near the fire, dreffing his own dinner, 
which confifled of a few roots, and ofered him a large 
fnm of maney ; hut Curias exprefied hi&indignaiicm. with 
a difdainfuf teile. Without doubt (faid he), my po- 
verty inches you with hopes of cormptlng me v but your 
attempts are vain. 1 had rather command the rich, than 
be rich myfelf. Carry back with you this fatal metal, 
whkh men make ufe of only for their deftru6lion^ and 
tell your countrymen, that they wid find it as difiicult to 
corrupt as to conquer me*.” The conditions Curius im- 
pofed upon them' are not known ; but it is probable they 
were uo-ways favourable to thA warlike and reftlefs na- 
rion. The treaty was no fooner concluded than the con- 
fnf returned to Rdiqc, where he triumphed, to the inex- 
prcfitble joy of the people^ who found themfelves dif- 
hmiem^d of a war which had lafted forty^nine years, and 
^ven the republic more trouble thoia their wars with all 
the other ftateacaf Italy togetbon 

The coaqueftof Sakunum drew a^r it the entire re- 
du&ion of the Sabines, whofe confederacy with Rome 
was as asdent as the city kfelf^ but notwkhilanding 
tbsiralHafice with the republic^ they had joined the 5am- 
iii€e& CuriiiB fubje&d the whole country ; but as they 
wiei£ M mlHes, tM weight of Jhc yoke was IcAmed, and 
the right of Homan. cUmnftip bqftowed upon them, 
without the right of fuifrage. For the conqueft of the 

• pint, iu Apophth. Vat. MaXi 1^> iv, cap. y Flin. ib. ix* 
cap. a. AuStw de Vir. llluftr. 
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SMncsj Cuiius h^d a feco^ tjduiiii{rii decfe«d the fame 
year> an honour >yhich no geBecal had ever enjoyed. As 
.Curius was by birth a plebeian, fame patricians attempted 
tcK caft a itain upon his reputation, accufing him of ap^ 
propriating to himfelf part of the taken firom the 

enemy. As the proofs were not clear, Curius was put 
to his oath ; and then he confefied, that he bad kept a 
little wooden oil*veflel for making libations to the goda; 
but protelled, that he had refetved nothing more. Such 
was the chara£ler of his dilinteneftednefs, that he was be* 
lieved, the malice of his accufers ferving only to heighten 
the luftre of his virtue 

In the following confulate of M. Valerius Corvinus, 
and Q^Ccedicius No£lua, Curius Dentatus was £ent into 
Lucania, in quality of proconful, to aflift the Thurini 
againft the Lucanians, who had invaded their territory. 
In this expedition, being attended with his ufual fuccefs, 
he defeated the Lucanians, and obliged them to retire. 
The two confuls fpent their whole year in works of peace, 
and in fending colonics to the conquered cities ; namely, 
to Adria, a maritime town, faid to have given name to 
the Adriatic fea ; to Caftrum in Picenum ; and to Sena, 
another city on the Adriatic, at the mouth of the Seno, 
in the country of the Senones. As men were grown 
more vicious, and the number of malefaflors daily en- 
creafed, three new judges were appointed to relieve the 
praetor, and try criminals. The punifliments thefe judges 
could indict were confined to pecuniary fines } never* 
thelefs they were ftyled triumviri capitalcs, becaufe the 
care of the prifons, whele the greateft criminals were 
kept, was committed to them, and they bad the dire<5fion 
of' their execution. Tbefe new magiftrates were chofen 
annually in the cpmitia by tribes $ and, from their fentence 
lay no appeal. The time of this general peace was alfo 
thought a prpper feafon to take a cenfua^ the Roman 
people, by which it appeared, that the ninnber of Roman 
citizens fit to bear arms amouatTcd to two hundred and 
feventy- three dmufaod 

The fruit of this new peace abroad was trouble and dil^ 
fenlion at home. The people, opprefled by the nfufies 
of the rich citizens, revived a quarrel, which had begun 
near two hundred years before. They kept themfclves at 
firft within bounds, only demanding, that fome abufes 


m 


I'he Luca” 
mans cU^ 
feated. 


Triumviri 

capHalei, 


Thi dthf~ 
orj murmur 
againfi tht 


^ Fbr. iuEpit. xi. dc lUuAr« Virifi 

xif xvii. 


c I«iv, 
Ihould 



33 * 


The Romm Hijiwy. 

ihould be reformed with refpeO: to contrafts, whereby 
creditors exacted an immoderate intereft for money lent. 
But in the courfe of the enfuing year, when Q^Marcius- 
Trcmulus, and P. Cornelius Arvina were confuls a fecond 
time, an accident drove them to extremities : T. Veturius, 
one of thofe confuls who had been furprifed in the Cau- 
dine Forks, died infolvent ; and his fon, who had been 
educated with great care, and formed to virtue, borrowed 
a confiderable fum of one C. Plotius, to defray the ex- 
pence of his father’s funeral. Plotius, who had alfo lent 
great fums to the father, foon after preffed the fon to pay 
both his father’s debts, and that which he himfelf had 
^ht crueUy lately contradled. Young Veturius, having neither mo- 
gj a credi- ney nor credit, was forced to fubmit to flavery, and work 
4or io his fpjj. creditor, till he had difcharged the whole debt. 

^ He bore his fervitude with great conftancy, and made it 

his ftudy to pleafe his creditor in every thing, till that in- 
famous wretch folicited him to gratify a brutal pafTion he 
had conceived. Veturius rejefted the ftiameful addrefi’es 
of Plotius, with the utinoll indignation. His conftancy 
was immoveable, though his cruel mafter treated him 
jrnoft unmercifully for his virtuous refiftance. One day, 
being covered all over with blood, and torn with ftripes, 
he made his efcape out of the houfe, appeared in the fo- 
rum, where he fllcwed the people the marks of his bar- 
barous creditor’s cruelty, and difeovered the infamy of 
his tyrant- The people feized this opportunity to decry 
the ufurers, and to demand the abolition of the law, 
which impowered them to reduce infolvent debtors to 
flavery. This inhuman law had been annulled before on 
a fimilar occafion ; but the patricians had, by their autho- 
rity and intereft, revived it. As for the execrable Plo- 
tius, the tribunes, acculing him before the alTembled cen- 
turies, he was condemned to death. 

The plebeians, not content with this viftory, infifted 
on the abolition of the above mentioned law. The patri- 
cians oppofed it to the utmofl: of their power : “ This is 
robbing us, (faid they) of our fccurity for what we have 
lent. X)ebts muft be paid, according to the old law, 
either in body or goods.” The people, finding the pa- 
tricians obftinate and inflexible, had rccourfe to an expe- 
Secejm of dient which had always proved efleftual. They left the 
ihtfioph, and pofted themfelves on the hill Janiculus, with the 

Tiber between them and their profecutors. By this re- 
moval of the people, the city being left deftitute of arti- 
ficers and labourers, and no provifion being brought 

thither 



333 


7he Roman Hiftofy. 

thither from the country (for the country people had like- 
wife their complaints), the patricians and rich citizens 
found themfelves obliged to humour the multitude- The 
confuls, therefore, of this year, M- Claudius Marcellus, 
and C. Nautius Rutilus, were ordered to name a dictator, 
in order to appeafe the revolted populace. The perfon 
they named was Hortenfius, who, entering into a 
treaty with the feparatifts, made them the following con- 
ceflions j that the law in queftion Ihould be repealed j 
and that two other laws, which had been formerly made, 
but no-way regarded by the patricians, fliould he ftriQly 
ubferved for the future. Thefe imported, that the decrees 
made by the tribes fliould be equally obferved both by the 
patricians and plebeians ; and that all laws fliould firfl: 
pafs in the fenate, and be afterwards brought to the co- 
mitia, to be there approved or rejeiTcd. The country 
people complained, that juftice was not adminlilered at 
Rome on market-days ; and that, when any caufes were 
depending, they were forced to leave their w ork and re- 
turn to the city again. This grievance was removed. 
The diftator promifed, that market-days fliould no lon- 
ger be vacation-days for the judges, that the hufband- 
men might have their caufes heard before they went home. 

When thefe articles were drawn up, and the people’s 
minds began to be calmed, Q^HortenfiUs died. It being, 
therefore, neceflary to nominate another difl:ator,,.^C^ 
Fabius Maximus was nominated to that dignity, "who 
chofe for his general of the horfe a famous plebeian, 
named Volumnius Flamma. By the interpolitioii uf thefe 
two great men, the work which Horteniius had begun 
was foon accompUflied ; and the people having attained 
to the highefh pitch of their delires, returned to the city. 
The balance of power leaned now rather to their fide. 
The nobility had no other advantage over them than that 
of great riches, and the rcfpc£l naturally paid to perfons 
of high birth The peace of the city being therefore 
no more interrupted by inteftine con tells, we lhall fee the 
republic increafe her dominions abroad with incredible 
rapidity. The great Fabius died foon after he had happily 
accomplilhed the accommodation. In his life-time he 
had been looked upon as a prodigy of valour, wifdom, and 
virtue ; and upon his death the people contributed to the 
expellee of his obfequies with fo much generofity, that his 
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fini, with theviAiins leffitrcd at his funeral, 'gave a public 
tntertainfneiit to the nrholc city ®. It is probable, that 
after the reconciliatioh bf the didl^tot, Fabius prelided at 
the eledtion of the new con&ls, M. Valerius rotitus and 
C. j£liu6 Psetasi whofe year proved barren of remarkable 
events ; as did alfo the next^ when C# Qandins Canina 
and M. iSmilius Lepidus were confols. Iti the following 
confulate of C. Servilius Tucca andL. Cscilius Metellusj 
the Tarentinea, jealous of the profpcrity of the RomanSi 
and apprehending that they aimed at the conqueft of all 
Italy, raifedupboth old and new enemies againft the re- 
public, and engaged her in one of the moft formidable 
wars flic had ever fudained. 

Yr. of FI, Tarentum was a city of Great Greece, which compre^ 
bended the greateft part of the fouth coaft of Italy. Moft 
Ante Chr- cities in this large province had been founded by 

U,c! 473 . Greets, who brought thither with them the Greek lan- 
- guage, cuftoms, and manners. The Tarentines in par- 

ti^Tar were a colony of Spartans, who, fettling on the 
continent of Italy, under the conduft of one Phalantus, 
made themfelves mafters of a city, firft called CEbalia, 
and afterwards Tarentum, from one Taras, or, as others 
will have it, Tarentus, who is faid to have increafed and 
beautified the city, after the Greeks were mafters of it. 
Thefe tranfpanted Spartans foon forgot the fevere difci- 

E linc of Sparta, and plunged themfclves into all the de- 
aucheries with which the reft of the Greeks were re- 
proached. Their whole life was fpent in feafts, fports, 
and public entertainments. Buffoons and proftitutes go- 
verned the ftate, and often determined the moft important 
affairs by a joke, or an indecent gefture. They bore a 
mortal hatred to the Romans, and dreaded their dominion, 
not fo much out of fear of lofing their liberty, as of being 
difturbed by that warlike and rough people in the purfuit 
of their pleafures. They, therefore, employed all the 
Grecian fubtlety Co draw fuch a number of enemies upon 
them, 35 ftill to keep them at a diftance from their terri- 
tories) and this without appearing to be concerned. 

At the fame time the Senones, having raifed a formid- 
able army, marched into Hctniria, Withh a deGgn to be- 
Atge Arethim, a city about forty leagues from Rome, at 
a (mall diftance fropn the Arnus. The Aretines had im- 
mediately recourfe to the Romans, who, they knew, would 
never fuffer the Gauls to make conquefts in Hetruria, 

B Liv. ibid. Val. Max, lib- vi, cap, p, Auft. dc Vir. Illuft. Cic- 
in Oral, pro Planco. 
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said diereby open themrclves a way to Romo. Hr te- 
public, alarmed at the lead motion of fo powerful an 
.cnemyi difpatched the Conful, Lucius Caecilius, with an 
army, to tb^t adiftance of the Aredni ^ but, before any 
aiS; of hodilityi a deputation was Cent to the Senones) to 
diOuade ihtm fiom their de(iga« Hie proud Gauls, in- 7'/^ 

Head of liftening to the mediation of Rome, killed the 
deputiesp and brought their troops before Arctium. In Romr^^g^ 
confequence of this outrage the conful advanced with his drfeai ^ 
army, and came to an engagement with the enemy, in Roman 
which he was killed, with feven legionary tribunes, the 
moii part of the Roman knights, and thirteen thoufand 
private men. Upon the news of this dreadful overthrow, 
the famous Cnrius Dentatus was ordered with frefh troops 
into Hetruria, to fupply the place of the conful Cxcilius ; 
but that wife commander, inftead of marching to the re- 
lief of Aretium, and engaging the enemy, dufoed with 
their late vi£lory, took his route along the confines of 
Hetruria, and, entering the country of the Senones, in Curius 
the abfence of their belt troops, ravaged it without oppo- Dsniaius 
lition. He plundered and burnt their houfes, laid walle 
their fields, put all thofe to the fword who were able to 
bear arms, carried the women and children into captivity, 
and, in Ihort, reduced the whole country to a vaft defert, 
in which fcarce remained any appearance of its having 
ever been cultivated or inhabited Thus he look ample 
revenge for the murder of the Roman ambalTadors. 

Nest year, in the beginning of the adminillration of 
the new confuls, P. Cornelius Dolabclla, and Cn. Do- 
mitius Calvinus, the tJoii, the Hetrurians, and the Sam- 
nites, once more declared againit the republic, excited 
by ihe intrigues of the Tarentinesj but, notwithftanding 
this great confederacy, the fenate and people repofed fo 
much confidence in the new confuis, that they did not 
think of creating a diflator, as was ufual in times of great 
danger. Nor was their confidence ill grounded \ for Do- 
mitius taking the field, and meeting the Senones, who 
had raifed the ficgc of Aretium, and were marching to 
Rome, to revenge the devaftations madc>in their country, TheSimnti 
he gave thdbi a total overthrow- Only a fmall number i 

of them efcaped, and faved themfelves in the country of 
the Boii, whom they prefled to take arms imoiediately, 
and revenge the common caufe of the Gauls. Accord- 
ingly the Boii, haring raifed all the men in their territory 

f Polyb. iib. h. Dio, apud Ful. Urfinunii 
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arii^V being rqmforccd by a 
great body of Hctfurian^^ {mFfued the ;vtteiQpt, which 
the Senones had begufiy and marched towards Rome; 
but the confol, Cornelius, who waited for them on the 
banks of the lake Vademonisj in Hetruria, now II Lago 
di Balfano, engaged themi killed almofl: all 4he Hetru- 
rians, and the greater part of the Boii. The latter made 
fome faint efforts againftthe Romans the next year j' but 
being defeated, they were forced to fue for peace. As 
for the Senones, they were fo utterly deftroyed, that 
there fcarce remained any footfteps in Italy of a nation, 
which had diitinguifhed itfelf fo much by the taking of 
Rome s. 

In the following confulatc of C. Fabricius and 
milius Papus, almod all Italy rofe in arms a^ainfl the im- 
perious republic ; but Fabricius^ being fent into Lucania, 
defeated the confederate forces of the Lucanians, Brutians, 
and Samnites, and made himfelf mailer of their camp. 
Twenty-five thoufand of the enemy, with their general 
Statilius, were llain. The Romans, imagining that the 
god Mars had fought in perfon for them, returned him 
folemn thanks for his alTiRance by public fupplications 
As for the Tarentines, though they were the real authors 
of this war, they had not yet appeared in the field, nor 
openly declared againfi Rome but an accident induced 
them at length to throw off the mafk, and brought on, 
after a long feries of events, their utter ruin. Valerius, 
or, as others call him, Cornelius, one of the maritime 
duumviri, or admirals of t^e Roman fleet, happened to 
come to the mouth of their harbour with ten (hips, while 
the idle inhabitants of the city were alTcmbled, as ufual, 
in the theatre, which looked towards the harbour. The 
Tarentines imagining that Rome, having difeovered their 
fecret plots, had fent that fleet to punifli them, they, with* 
out hefitation, ran down to the port, attacked the Roman 
fleet with the fury of madmen, funk one fhip, and took 
four i' the other five efcaping. All the prifoners fit to 
bear arms were put to the fword, and the others fold for 
Haves to the bed bidder. The Romans, being informed of 
this unexpected aOt of hoilility, fent a deputation to Ta- 
r^ntum to demand fatisfa£lion for the infult offered to the 
republic but the Tsu'^ntiiies infulted the ambaffadors in 
the mod outrageous manner. They admitted them to an 
audience in the theatre, where Podhumius Megellus, who 

c Appian. Ful. Urfin, h piifi, \\\f, xxxiv. cap. 6. Am- 
inian.Marctll.1ib. xxiv. Ral.in 



was at the h^ad oi the embafly^ and had been thrift cbn^ 
ful, harangued the alTembly in Greek. His advanced 
.age, his perfonal merits andj above all, the charadlcr gf . ^ 

an an^balTador from a powerful people, ought to have 
gained him refpett; but the Tarentines, heated with 
wine, not only gave little attention to his difeourfe, but 
burll into laughter, and hiffed him, whenever he dropped 
an improper exprefllon, or pronounced a word with a fo- 
reign accent. When he began to fpeak of reparation of 
injuries, they flew into a rage, and rather drove, than 
dL^riflTed him out of the aflembly. 

As he walked off with an air of gravity and dignity, 
which he preferved, notwith (landing this brutal reception, 
a buffoon, named Philonicles, coming up to him, urined 
upon his robe ; a new fource of immoderate laughter to 
the mad and drunken multitude, who applauded the out- 
rageous iiifolence. Poflhumius, turning about to tha 
aflembly, Ihewcd them the Ikirt of his garment fo defiled j 
but when he found that this infult increafed the loudnefs of 
their contumelious mirth, he faid, without the lealt emo- 
tion, “ Laugh on, Tarentines, laugh on; the time is com- 
ing when you will weep. It is not a little blood that will 
purify this garment.” He withdrew, and embarked for 
Rome. When the Tarentines began to refledl on the 
enormity of their condufl, and at the fame time on the 
inability of their neighbours to defend them agaiiilj, fo 
powerful a republic, they caff their eyes upon Pyrrhus 
king of Epirus, whofc reputation for valour, and long 
experience in war, had gained him the reputation of one 
of the heroes of Greece. They therefore difpatched am- Send an 
baffadors to him, but rather to lound his difpofition, than 
to enter, without farther dfliberation, into any engage- ^ 
ments with him. As Pyrrhus loved aftion, and thebuffle EpirnSm 
and hurry of war, the ambaffadors found him in a difpo^ 
lition to liften to any propofal which would furnifh em- 
ployment worthy of his ambition *. 

In the mean time the Tarentines, to amufe the Romans 
till the return of their ambaffadors from Epirus, befieged 
Thuriuni, which was defended by a Roman garrifon, and 
made tbemfeJ'ves mafters of it. This intelligence was 
brought to Rome foon after the return of Pofthumius, and 
the other ambaffadors, who had been fo ill-treated at Taren- 
tum. The new confuls therefore, L. ./Emiiius Barbula, 
and Q^Mardius Philippas, having affcmbled the fenate, 

1 Dion. Hal. in Legat. Val. Max. lib. ii. cap. a. 2/qniLr. lib. viii* 
cap. 1. Flor. £pit. xii. PJilti in Pyirbo* 
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laid before themllie GtasMion<^ the affairs of the rejSubUdf 
aiid the Qiameful indignity which had been ofiered the 
abibalTadors. It was dangerous to engage iii a new war^ 
when the republic had fo many nations to contend with, 
’^he Hetrurians were ftill in arms ; the Samnites had de^ 
dared anew againft the republic ; and the Lucanians and 
Biutians were grown more confident fince th^ taking of 
Thurium. The hoflilities committed by the Tarentines, 
and the infult offered to Poflhumius, whofe robe was pro- 
duced in the fenate, left no room to deliberatei whether 
they fhould enter into a war with that people. They Were 
all unanimous as to the neceffity of chaftifing them ; but 
whether it was advifeable for the republic to fhew her re- 
fentment immediately, was doubted. Some of the fe- 
nators were for declaring war forthwith ; others for de- 
ferring it, till the provinces bdrdering oh the Tarentinc 
territories were fubdued. Never was debate more tedious^ 
or more perplexing. The fame quefiion was difeufled, 
and warmly debated, from fun-rifing to fun-fet, for fe* 
vcral days together. At length the opinion of thofe who 
were for beginning the war immediately, prevailed ^ and 
the decree of the fenate being confirmed by the people, 
drders were difpatched to the conful iEmilius, who was 
on his march into Samnium, to lay afide that expedition^ 
and turn his arips againft Tarentum# 

The Tarentines, upon the approach of a confular army, 
carried on their deliberations with more ferioufnefs ; and 
when the conful fent again to demand fatisfa£tion before 
he began hoftilities, the better fort of citizens declared for 
peace, -^milius offered them moderate terms ; and, after 
all, it was but equitable, that they fhould repair the inju- 
ries, and wipe off the reproach, they had thrown on the 
Romans without any provocation ; but the populace, who 
had nothing to lofe, infifted on a war ^ and their cla- 
mours prevailed over the juft reafons of the wifeft men 
in the conqimonwealth. The propofal of bringing Pyrrhui 
into Italy was revived, and a decree paffed for inviting 
that princ6 to Tarentum. One Meton, a citizen of good 
fenfe, and Ho way mfeSed with the general corruption 
which prevailed m the city,, endeavoured to divert his 
countrymen from this mad defign (A), but was thruft 

our 


(A) Meton, on the day that 
a public decree was to pafs for 
inviting Pyrrhus to Tarentum, 
the people w^re all 




placed in the theatre, putting 
a withered garland on his head, 
and having a flambeau in his 
hand, as was the manner of 

rhe 



&ut of tHe adcmbly. Ambafladors were iihmedlat^ dif^ 
patched into Epirus, not only in the name of the Taren- 
■tines, but of all the Greek colonies in Italy, with magni- 
ficent prefents for the king, and with inftruftions to ac- 
quaint him, that they only wanted a general of fame and 
experience ; and that, as for troops, they could themfelved 
furnifli a numerous army of twenty thoufand horfe, and 
three hundred and fifty thoufand foot, confifting of Luca- 
nians, Meflapians, Saranites, and Tarentines. As foon ad r 

the news of this deputation were brought to the Roman 
camp, ^milius, who had hitherto made war on the Ta- 
rentines gently, in hopes of adjufting matters by way of 
negotiation, began to commit all forts of hoftilities. He 
took cities, ftormed caftles, and laid the whole country 
wafte. The Tarentines brought their army into the field j 
but ^milius foon obliged them to take refuge within 
their walls. Howevpr, to induce them to lay afide the 
defign of receiving Pyrrhus, he ufed the prifoners he had 
taken with great moderation, and even fent them back 
without ranfom. Thefe extolled the generofity of thd 
conful ; infomuch that many of the inhabitants were 
brought over to the Roman party \ and they all b^an to re- 
pent of their having rejected a peace, and fent for Pyrrhui 
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the drunken debauchees, came 
dancing into the midft of the 
aflembly, accompanied by a 
woman playing on the flute. 
This filly fight was fuflicienc to 
divert . the Tarentines from 
their moft important delibera' 
tions. They made a ring, and 
called out to Meton tp fing, 
and to the woman to play j but 
when they, expelling to be 
entertained with a fong, were 
all filent, the wife citizen, af- 
fuiUingan air of great feriouf- 
nefs, “ You do well, Taren- 
tinefi (faid he), not to hinder 
thofe from diverting tbem- 
lelves, who arc dilpofcd to 
mirth i and if you are wife, 


you will take advantage of the 
pfefent liberty to do the fame. 
When Pyrrhus comes, yoU 
muft change your way of life; 
your mirth and joy will be at 
an end,’' Thefe words made 
an impreflion upon the multi- 
tude, and a murmur went 
about, that he had fpoken 
well ; but thofe w^ho had foine 
reafon to fear that they (hould 
be delivered up to the Romans, 
in cafe of all accpmmodatiotij 
being enraged at what he haej 
fflid, reviled the affembly for 
futfei'ing themfelvBs to be fo 
mocked and affronted; and, 
crouding together, thruft Me- 
lon out of the ^flernbly { i 


10 Plut in Pyrrh9- 




Cjtutas «r- 
^rtves at 
^ ^artntum ; 


HRfif takes 
pojfejji^n of 
ihe citadel. 


th e Rmm^ ^ y 

tn the mean tithe the Tarentine ambalTadors arriving ul 
Epirus, purfuant to the powers they had receivedi made a 
treaty with the king, who immediately fent before him. 
the famous Cyneae, with three thoufand men, to take 
poflclTion of the citadel of Tarentum. This miniftcr, 
whole charafter we have given in our hiftory of 
Epirus, fooii found means tg depofc Agis, whom the 
Tareiitines had chofen to be their general, and the 

S governor of the city, though a fmccre friend to the 
ionians. He like wife prevailed upon the Tareiitines to 
deliver up the citadel into bis hands \ which he no fooncr 
got polleirian of, than he difpatched meflengers to Pyr- 
rhus, foliciting him to haften his departure for Italyi ' In 
the mean time ALmilius, finding that he could not attempt 
any thing with fuccefs againft the Tarentines this cam- 
paign, refolved to put his troops into winter-quarters in 
Apulia, which was not far from the territory of Tarent>im- 
In pafliiig through certain defilqs, witli the fea on one fide, 
and high hills on the other, he was attacked by the Ta- 
rentines and Epirots from great numbers of barks mounted 
with hallift*, arid from the hills, on which were polled a 
great many archers and llingers. .^milius, thus attacked, 
placed the Tarentine prifoiiers befween him and the 
enemy, a difpofition which the Tarentines perceiving, foon 
ceafed to moleft the Romans, from compaflion to their 
own countrymen ; fo that the conful arrived fafe in Apu- 
lia, He-forthwith repaired to Rome, where his colleague 
iSlarcius had a triumph on the calends of April, for hav- 
ing vanquifhed the Hetruriatis^ 

Next year P. Valerius Laeyinus, and Tib. Coruncanius, 
were chofen confuls. The latter was raifed to the con- 
fulate purely for his merit ; for he was of a mean defeent, 
not even a Roman “by birth, but a native of Camerium, 
a Roman municipium in Latium. It fell to his lot to carry 
on the war in Hetruria,- and to his colleague’s to conduft 
that againft the Tarentines- -riimilius, who had a£led 
againft the Tarentines the laft year, was continued in the 
command of his own troops with the titl&of proconful, 
aqd ordered to make war upon the Salentines, who had 
declared for the Tarentines. The prefent exigence of af- 
fairs obliged the Romans to enlift the prolecarii, who 
were the mcaneft of the people, and therefore, by way 
of contempt, called proletarii, as being thought incapa- 
ble of doing the ftatc any other fervice Jhan that of peo- 
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pling the city, and flocking the republic with ful^etfts. 
Hitherto they had never been fufFered to bear arms, but 
were now^ to their great fatisfadtion, enrolled as well as 
others. In the mean time Pyrrhus arrived at Tarentum, 
having narrowly efcaped fhipwreck ; and, being condudl- 
ed into the city, was received with loud acclamations. 
Thus began the memorable war between the Romans and 
that famous commander, the firft foreigner they had to 
contend with. It was carried on with great vigour on 
both fides, for the fpacc of fix years; during which time 
the following confuls were at the head of the Roman 
armies; the firft year, P. Valerius Lrevinus and T. Co- 
runcanius 5 the fecond, P. Sulpicius Saverrio and P. De- 
cius Mus, whofe father and grandfather were both fa- 
mous for their devotements; the third, C. Fabricius and 
Q^^milius, two men of the molt diftinguillied merit ; 
the fourth, Cornelius Ruffinus and C. Junius Brutus; 
the former a man extremely covetous and felf-interefte^, 
biit neverthelefs promoted by the intereft of Fabricius, 
becaufe he was a much abler commander than any of his 
competitors; the fifth, Q; Fabius Gurges and C. Genu- 
cius ; and laftly the fixth, the fanlous Curius Dentatus, 
and L. Cornelius Lentulus- But as, in our hiftory of 
Epirus, we have given a very particular account of this 
war, and the events which attended it> from the landing 
of Pyrrhus in Italy, to his return into his own dominioVrs, 
we fhall here only relate what happened after the latter 
■period, referring the reader for an accounfof the war to 
that hiftory. 

Pyrrhus having thought it advifeable to leave Italy, af- 
ter the laft battle, in which he was defeated by Curius 
Dentatus, with the lofs of twenty-three thoufand men, 
llie viftor returned to Rome, which he entered in tri- 
umph, it being the moft magnificent one that had ever 
yet been feen ; great quantities of rich fpoil, veflcls of 
gold, purple carpets, ftatucs, piftures, and, in fliort, all the 
cmbellifhments of Greek cities, were parried before him. 
Among the captives were Epirots, ThclTalians, and Ma- 
cedonians, not to mention the Lucanians, Brutians, Ta- 
rentines, and individuals of other Greek nations. The 
appearance and drefs of fo many foreigners, afforded the 
fpeftatofs great pleafure ; but nothing fo much raifed 
their admiration as the elephants, with towers on their 
backs, animals which had never. before beenfeen in Rome. 
As for the triumphant vidlor, he rode in a chariot, and 
acclamations the people gave him were vdr# finccre. 
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The fcdtte empowered him to appropriate to himfelf fifty 
acres of the conquered lands \ but he declined this fa^ 
your, faying, that he ought to be iooked upon as a danr 
gerous fubjeft, who could not life Upon the produce of 
fcven acres. Of all the fpoils, he referved only a little 
veflel of beeqh for his domeltic facriiices. This magni- 
ficent triumph of Curius was followed by that of his col- 
league Lentulus, who had made a fuccefsful campaign 
in Lucania, and taken from the Samnites the famous city 
of Caudium. This happy confulatc envied with a cenfus, 
and a luftrum. The virtuous Fabricius, and his conftant 
colleague ^milius Papus, being cenfors, they made a new 
lift of fenators, and (truck out the names of all thofe 
who led dilTolute lives ; nay, Cornelius Ruffinus, who had 
Ipeen conful and dictator, was excluded, only for having 
ten pounds weight of Giver in plate. By the cenfus there 
appeared to be in Rome two hundred and feventy-one 
t^ufand two hundred and twenty-four citizens fit to bear 
arms 

The Romans, apprehending that the king of Epirus 
would foon appear in Italy ^ain with a more numerous 
army than ever, continued Curius Dentatus in the con- 
fulate for the next year, giving him for his colleague Cor- 
nelius Merenda. In the mean time the Tarentines being 
upprifed, that Pyrrhus, under pretence of going to fetch 
new fupplies, had entirely deferted them, obliged Milo, 
whom the king had left in the city with a ftrong garri^ 
fon, to confine himlclf to the citadel. Tbefe divifions 
made CUrius believe, that the Tarentines and Epirots 
would deftroy each other. In this belief he negledled to 
befiege Tarentum, and turned his arms againft the Samr 
nitesi and Lucanians, who retired for refuge to their 
mountains 5 but they appeared again in the field next 
year, when C, Fabius Dorfo, and C. Claudius Corina 
were confuls. The latter defeated them, once at lead, in 
.a pitched battle ; (or we rend in the Fa(b Capitolini, that 
Claudius Carina triumphed over the Samnites, Lucanians, 
and Brutians, ^on the day of the Quirinalia, or the fefti- 
val of Romulus, that is, on the fevonteenth day of Fe- 
bruary. 

And now the reputation of the Romans having ex- 
tended into foreign countries, Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
king of Egypt, fent amhufikdors to congratulate the re- 
'{Wic on her fuepeft, and fo it'flc the frieiuMhip of the 
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Roman ^opIe« Tkc Romans^ not to be qut4one in ci- 
vil ity* ^e;nt four amba^dors to Egypt, chofen, with thf 
utmo()f circumfpe£lion, by a fenate ftudious to preferve 
the reputation they had acquired. Fabius Gorges was at 
the head of this embafly ; and with him were joined 
three curule ^diles, two of them brothers of the Fabian 
family, and the third Q^Ogulnius. Their reception was 
equal to their merit, and worthy of fo magnificent a 
prince. The particulars we have recounted in the hlftory 
'of Ptolemy Philadelphus. 

Next year the Romans, flill under the apprehenfions 
that Pyrrhus would return once more into Italy, raifed to 
the confulate two great men, who had already home that 
office, and commanded, with great reputation, the atmies 
of the republic. Thefe were L. Papirius Curfor, and Sp. 
Corvilius, furnamed Maximus. Thefe generals had fcarce 
entered Samnium with two armies, ^yhen a certain account 
came of the death of Pyrrhus, This intelligence threw the 
Samnjtes into defpair ; they now looked upon their liberty 
as lofl, and, like men in that unhappy fituation, put all 
to the hazard of a battle, in which they were entirely de- 
feated. Thus ended this bloody war, which bad lafted 
feventy-two years, and procured the Roman generals 
thirty-one tritjmphs. After the entire redudiion of Sam- 
nium, the Lucanlans and Brutians fubmitted ; fo that 
or^ly Tarentum remained qnpunifhed ; which the cOnfuls 
foon invefted. There was a kind of civil war between 
Milo in the citadel, and the Tarentines in the city \ and 
the latter, as it is thought, had implored the afliflaiice of 
the Carthaginians, whp lay with a fleet before the town, 
pretending to have no defign but againft the Epirots and 
the citadel. The Romans attacked the city, taking caie 
to prevent the Carthaginians from reducing the citadel. 
With this view Papirius privately fignifled to Milo, that 
if he would furrender the citadel, he and his garrifon 
(hould be fafely tranfported, with all their baggage and 
eiFetls, into Epirus, Milo liftened xo this offer, and un- 
dertook to put the city, as well as the citadel, into the 
confurs hand^. fie aflemhled the Tarentines, and pre- 
vailed upon them to depute him to the conful, promifing 
to make fuch advantageous terms for them, that they 
ihould neither lofe their lives nor their effects. Milo per- 
formed his promife \ for Papirius, in order to hinder the 
Carthaginians from getting any footing in Italy, prpmifcd 
him alf he afleed. The Romans, being foon after ad- 
mitted into the dty, did no violence to the inhabitants. 
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Roman Hljio^^ 

TfTic Cartha^gifiians, when they found themfelvce difap- 
pointfed, retired. The Tarcntines were all difarmed, 
their fhips taken from them, their city difmailtled, and 
made tributary to Rome 

The Sabines, Volfci, Campanians, Hetrurians, and Sam- 
nites, being now utterly fubdued, the republic was at Jei- 
fure to M^ipe off the difhonour thrown upon her by a Cam- 
panian legion, foon after the arrival of Pyrrhps in Italy. 
While that prince was at Tarentum, and the Carthagi- 
nians infefted all the Ionian Sea, the inhabitants of Rhe- 
gium, Ctuated in the fouthern extremity of Italy, near 
Sicily, applied for a Roman garrifon to defend them from 
an invafion. A legion was raifed in Campania for that 
purpofe, and fent under the command of Decius Jubcllua. 
Thefe foldiers, having been ufed to a laborious life, began 
foon to envy the inhabitants the pleafures and cafe in 
which they lived *, ar^l it was not long before they formed 
and executed a fcheme to make thofe advantages their 
own. They forged letters from the Rhegians to Pyrrhus, 
importing an offer to put the place into his hands 3 under 
thispretcnce they maffacred all the chief men of the city 
et a banquet’, and then, aflaulting the reft, cither put 
them to the fword, or drove them out of the place. Aa 
for the women, they obliged them to marry the murderers 
of their fathers and hufbands. 

Thefe news were brought to Rome at a time w’herij the 
affairs of the republic would not allow her to punifh the 
perfidious legion ; but having now^ no enemy to fear, as 
foon as the new confuls, C. Quindllus Claudius and L. 
Genucius Clepfina, entered upon their office, the latter 
was ordered to turn his arms againft Rhegium. The 
ufurpers not only called to their afliftance the Mamertines, 
who were originally Campanians, and had afted the fame 
part at Meflina, as we have related in the hiftory of Sicily, 
but opened an afylum for all the profligate wretches of 
the country, who flocked to the city in great crouds from 
the neighbouring countries. The Campanians, thus, re- 
inforced, made a vigorous defence, and refifted, till pro- 
vifions beginning to fail in the camp of the Romans, Ge- 
nucius was obliged to have recourfc to Hiero, king of Sy- 
racufc, who, by fupplying him not only with the corn he 
wanted, but with a reinforcement of fome Sicilian troops, 
enabled him at laft to make himfelf mafter pf the place. 
Of about four ihoufand men, of which the guilty legion 
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had at firft confiftcd, only three hundred r^airied alive, 
the reft having been killed in the feveral attacks made 
• upon the city. Thefe, as the Campartfens enjoyed the 
privileges of Roman citizens, were fent prifoners to 
Rome to be tried in that capital. The fenate condemned 
them to be beaten with rods, and then beheaded ; but, in 
order to prevent a mutiny, which fo bloody an execution 
might raife among the populace, the criminals were put 
to death on different days, in the forum, by fifty at a 
time. By thefe means Rome cleared herfelf of the fufpi- 
cion of having fent the Rhegians fuccours with no other 
view than to feize their city. Such of the inhabitants as 
had efcaped the cruelty of the Campanian legion, were, 
by a decree of the fenate, reinilated in the poffelfion of 
their eftates, liberties, and laws °. 

In the following year C. Genucius and Cn. Cornelius 
were raifed to the confulate. The former gained a vidfory 
over the Sarcinates, a people of Umbria, and was on ^ 
that account honoured with a triumph. The fucceeding 
confuls, Q^Ogulnius Gallus, and C.Fabius Pidfor, wer^ 
fent againft Lollius, a Samnite, who, having made his 
efcape from Rome, where he was kept as a hoftage, had 
feized a ftrong place in Samniurtt, and, being joined by 
the Caiicini, a people of that country, laid the neigh- 
bouring provinces under contribution. The confuls be- 
fieged the city of the Caricini, which made fo vigoronf a 
refiftance, that they were very near failing in the enter- 
prize ; however, being privately admitted into the city by 
fome deferters, they made themfelves mafters of it, but 
not without the lofs of many legionaries. Under the fame 
confuls the Romans, who had hitherto ufed no money in 
commerce, except pieces of brafs, (lamped with the figures 
of a bull, a ram, and a boar, began to coin filver, and 
introduce it into commerce. The place appointed for 
the mint was the temple of Juno Moneta, and hence 
came the word money p. 

The following confuls, P. Semproniua Sophus, and 
Appius Claudius Cralfu^, fon to the famous Appius Clau- 
dius, entered Picenum jointly ; but new commotions in" 
Urribria obliging them to feparate, Appius entered that 
country ; and, having made himfelf mafter of Camerinum, 
fold all the inhabitants for flaves, contrary to his agree* 
ment, depofiting the money accruing from the fale in the 
public treafury, and feized all their lands. But the fenate 
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^ too much equity to authorife fo wicked a fraud ; they 

caufed all thofe unhappy wretches to be carefully fought 
out, allowed them the privileges of Roman citizens, 
granted them a place upon Mount Aventinc for their ha- 
bitation, and allotted to each' of them as much land in 
property as they had loft in Umbria 
Kcem/m In the mean tirnetbc other confuh Sempronius Sophus, 
carried on thq war againft the Picentes with great fuccefs. 
He gained a complete vidtory over them, which, how- 
ever, coft him very dear; for he loft the greater gart of 
bis troops in the ad^iom . Afculum, the capital of Pice- 
num^ fubmkted to ^he conquerors and the whole nation 
gave themfelvea up to Rome^ a great increafe of power 
to the republic, this country alone being able to fupply 
her armies with three hundred and fiity thmifand men. 
The Romans, the better tp fccurc the new couquefts, and 
keep the contjuered nations in awe, font out two colonies, 
one to Ariminum in the country of the Picentes, and an- 
other to Beneventum in that of the Samnites. This fame 
year the Sabines, w'ho had hitherto enjoyed no other pri-* 
vilege but that of being incorporated in the legions in- 
ftead of ferving as auxiliarieSj v^’^re admitted to the riglit 
of fuffrage in the city ^ 

The cmifuls of the following year, L Julius Libo and 
M. Attiliiis Rcgulus, began a war with the Salentines. 
Their pretence was, that this nation had favoured the de- 
foent of Pyrrhus, and cfpoufed the caufe of the Tarcii- 
tines; a pretence invented by the ambitious republic to 
rob her neighbours of their liberty. The chief cities of 
the Salcntines were Hydruntum, Aletium, and Brundu- 
• fiuin. This laft. port was w hat the Romans chiefly covet- 
ed, It was fo advantageoufly fituated, that, by being 
Hiafters of it, they knew they fhould be in a condition to 
contend with the nations beyond fea, and to carry war 
•Yr. of Fi, into Africa, Aha, and Greece. The Salentines difputed 
their country inch by inch ; and though Actilius Regulua 
took Brundufium, yet neither he, nor his colleague, had 
|3L C. 491. fubduing that gallant nation. Their fuccef- 

iL, fors, Numerius Fabdus and Junius Pci'a, took Aletium 

and Hydruntum, with other cities; and| by thofe con- 
4jueils, obliged the Salentines to fubmit- The fame cam- 
paign tbey fubdued die Sarcinates in Umbria ; and, on 
jtbeir return to Rome, were honoured each yvith two trU 
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umplis, for the redfidion of two oatioriB i a tifihfrard 
of before in the republic 

Rome was now miftrefs of M the countries in Italy, Exunt^f 
from the remoteft part of Hetruria to the Ionian Sea, and th§ Rofnaa^ 
from the Tyrrhenian Sea to the Adriatic. But thefc na- 
tions did not all enjoy the fame privileges 5 fome were cn* 
tirely fubjefl to Rome, and had no laws but what they re* 
ceived from thence ; others retained their old laws and 
cuftoms, but in fubjedHon to the republic ; fdme were 
tributary, and others allies, obliged to furnifh the Roman 
army with troops, and maintain them at their own ex- 
pence. Some enjoyed the privilege' 6f Roman citizen- 
fliip 5 their foldiers were incorporated in the legions : 
others had likewife a right of fuffrage in the eleftions 
made by the centuries in the Campus Martius. Thofe dif* 
ferent degrees of honour, privileges, and liberty, were , 

founded on the different terms granted to the conquered 
upon their furrender, and were afterwards enereafed, ac- 
cording to their fidelity, and the ferviccs they did the re- 
public. 

The fame of the Roman name being, after this great cn- 
Cteafe of power and dominion, fpread into foreign coun- matu 
tries, their friendfhip was courted by free cities, and whole 
nations on the other fide the fca. Apollonia, filuated 
over-againft Brundufium, was the firft city of MaCedon 
thac fent ambaffadoTS to defire the proteftion of Roine* 

Thcfe were kindly received by the fenate \ but, upon ‘ 

fome occalion not mentioned in hiftory, infultcd by Fa- 
brictus and Apronius, two young patricians, at this time 
ccdilcs. The republic would not fufier this breach of the 
law of nations to pafs unputlifhedj they ^ere both tried, 
and their fentepce imported, chat they ihould be put into 
the hands of the Apollohiatcs, carried into Macedon, and 
there puniflied at the pleafure of the people, whom they 
had offended in the perfons of their ambaffadors. The 
republic obliged t?hc offenders to abdicate the sedile- 
ftiip, before they fet out from Rome ; and left the ambaf- 
fadors Ihould be infulted on the road by the friends and 
relations of Fabricius and Apronius, thej were condt:(£t:- 
ed to Brundufium, together with the pnfoners, by a de- 
tachment of troops under the poknmand of a qusftor. 

The Apolloniates were deeply affefted by this mark of rc^ 
card. The prisoners were hofjpitably received, and then 
fent back to Rome. This event gave rife to a law, whic^h 
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^laftcd as long as the republic; whereby it was cnafted, 
that if any citizen, of what quality foever, infulted an 
ambaflador, he Ihould be delivered up to the injured na- 
tion 

The republic now enjoying profound tranquility both 
at home and abroad, the new confuls, Q. Fabius Gurges 
and L. Mammilius Vitulus, applied themlelves to the re- 
gulation of the public revenues. Thcfe arofe from the 
tributes each nation paid; from the rents of certain 
arable and pafture lands, which the republic referved, as 
her demefnes, whenever fhe didributed any conquered 
lands among citizens; from the tenth of the produce of 
all lands, which were dependent upon her; and laftly, 
from the impoib upon all merchandize imported into her 
dominions. The four qu2eltor5, already appointed to re- 
ceive and pay the public monies, were not fulheient to 
manage the budnefs, even before the late conquefbs. It 
being therefore, absolutely neceffary to augment the num- 
ber of thefe officers, four new ones were created, with 
the title of provincial quseftors, to take charge of the four 
provinces, into which the_ republic had divided her con- 
c]uefts (B), V j 


* Flor. in Epit. xv. Val. Max. lib. vi. cap. 6. Dig. Parag. dc 
Legar. 


(B) The quseftor of the firft 
province refidcd at Offia, and 
his quaftorffiip reached from 
the fprings of the Tiber and the 
Arnus to the mouth of the Li- 
ris, and cornprehended Hetru- 
ria, Latium, Sabinia, Umbria, 
and in fhort all the coafta of 
Ihc Tufean Sea, and all the 
lands between that fea and the 
Apennines. The qusftor of 
the fecond province refided at 
Gale in Gaiqpania, and had 
under his jurifdidhon ail the 
country between the Liris aiid 
the Gulf of Tarentum; that 
is, Campania, Samnium, Lu- 
cania, the country of the Bru- 
tii, and (Enotria. The third 
province reached from the 
Apennines to the fhore of the 
Adriatic Sea, and was called 

Qallk quslVorlhip^ It 


contained the countries for- 
merly conquered by the Gauls, 
efpccially the Senones, from 
the Rubicon to the iEfis, and 
alfo Picenum, the country of 
the Frentani, and all the other 
countries as far as Apulia. 
The Yourth quarftorfhip, of 
which we have not fo diftliift 
an account as of the other 
three, could only comprife 
Apulia, Calabria, and the ter- 
ritories of thp Salentiiies, Mef- 
fapians, and Tarentines. For 
thefe four^ provinces Rome 
created four new qu^ftors ; 
and it was then fettled, that all 
the eight quaeftors Ihould for 
the future be chofen in the co- 
mitia by tribes. After the 
eleftions, which were renewed 
every year, the eight qu offers 
drew lots in the prelence of 
the 
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f It was often the fnte of the Romans to be afili£);ecl with 
domeftic misfortunes, when they were not engaged in 
any war; and this was the cafe-at prefent: a contagion 
broke out, which made a dreadful havock both iji the 
city and country. Recourfe being had to the Sibylline 
books, according to cuftoxn, it was fuppofed to be there 
found, that fome fecret crimes had drawn down the 
wrath of heaven upon the republic. A Veftal, named 
Caparania, was found, upon diligent enquiry, guilty xjf 
incontinence, and condemned to be buried alive without 
the gate Collina. The guilty Veftal, to avoid fo cruel a 
death, ftrangled herfclf; but the fame ceremonies of in- 
terment were performed over the dead body, as if Ihe had 
been living. 

While the two confuls, Fabius Gurges and Mammilius 
Vitulus, were employed in works of peace, an unex- 
pefted war fprung up in the very bowels of the republic. 
Volfinii, one of the capital cities of the twelve Hetrurian 
lucumonies, had been allowed by the Romans to enjoy 
her ancient laws and form of government ; but as the in- 
habitants no longer confidered therafelves as a free and 
independent people, they defpifed the public offices, and 
fuffered their freedmen to ufurp them, giving themftlves 
wholly up to their pleafures. Thefe freedmen became, 
by degrees, tyrants in that little republic, and made it 
theii whole bufinefs to humble their old maftera. Tlfey 
took away their wives by force, and carried their info- 
knee and llcentiournefs fo far, that they palTed a law, 
that no virgin, daughter of a man free-born, fliould be 
married to a hufband of the like condition, till (he had 
fubmitted to the paffion of a freedman. To thefe indig- 
nities they added the banifhments and proferiptions of 
the moft worthy citizens. The Volfinienfes, defpairing 
of being able to redrefs their grievances by their oviui in- 


the people, to decide who 
ftiould have the Roman, who 
the military, and who the pro- 
vincial qusllor/hipB. The ml- 
litaiT quaeftors attended the 
conluls in their expeditions, 
kept the riiilitary cheft, paid 
the troops, and fold the prl- 
foners and fpoils taken from 
the enemy. The Roman 
quaeflurs fupcriniended the 


public treafury. The provin- 
cial quaeftorfliips were defired 
by the ambitious, before Rome 
had extended her conquefls be- 
yond Italy; bUt little coveted 
after the republic had brought 
the £aft and Weft under fub- 
jediion, and great kingdoms 
were become fo many pro- 
vinces under her dominion. 
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imAi ftr^gt1i> fisnt deputies to Romei to implore tlie 
affiftancc of the republic. The^eputics fct out privately, 
and carried on their negotiations vith great fecrecy ; but, 
ncvertbelefs, the freedmcni getting notice of the whole, 
pat them to death at their return ; and when the conful 
yabiiis, who was fent againll them with a fmall army of 
volunteers, appeared before their city, they even ventured 
to face him in the field, and give him battle. Fabius de- 
feated them 5 but as he entered the town with the run- 
aways, he received a mortal wound from an unknown 
hand. Thus fell a great man, who had been honoured 
with triumphs, cmbaflies, end three confulatcs, and who, 
contrary to the expeftation of the great Fabius, his fa- 
ther, did no way degenerate from the virtue of his an- 
cc;ftors. The conful was no fooner carried out of the 
crowd, than the freedmen fell upon the Romans with 
fqch fury, that they obliged them to retire. Then De- 
cius Mus, lieutenant to Fabius, inverted Volfinii, and 
began to befiege it in form; but it was not taken till the 
arrival of M. Fulvius Flaccus, one of the confuls for the 
next year, who forced the freedmen to furrender at dif- 
cretion, and put all thofe, who had afted any part in this 
fecne of villainy, to death. The ancient citizens, and. 
thofe who had not been concerned in the revolt, w^rc 
tranfphnted to another place, and their city rafed. This 
conduct of Flaccus was ,fo agreeable to the republic, that 
flic granted him the honours of a triumph. THe entered 
Rome in ftatc, on the calends of February, in the year 
fuccepding this, which was the year of his confulate“. 
We have anticipated this latter part of the hiftory, to 
avoid blending an affair of fo little importance with the 
great events that arc to follow. 


u Flor. lib. i. cap. 21. Val, Max lib. ix. cap. zi. Zon. lib. yiii. 
Auiti dc Viris Illuftr. 
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HUie Hijiory of Rome, from the jirji Carthagt» 
man P^ar to the Jecond, 

SECT. I. 

From the Commencement of the firft Carthaginian War^ 
to the Death of the Gotfitl Regulus. 

T 'H E Carthaginians, when the war firft broke out Occajinn 
between their republic and that of Rome, were of the firft 
{^oiTefled of extenfive dominions in Africa \ had made 
conHderable acquifitions in Spain •, were mafters of Sar- 
dlnia, Corfica, and all the illands on the coafts of Italy Carthtijitt 
and had extended their conqueils to a great part of Sicily. 

The Mamcrtincs, of whom we have fpokeii at length in 
the hillofy of Sicily, being vanquifhed in battle^ and re- 
duced to great ftr^aits by Hiero, king of Syracufe, had re- 
fplved to deliver up Mcflana, the only city which they 
now poflefled, to that prince, with whofe mild govern* 
ment, and ftri£t prpbity, they were well acquainteji. 
Accordingly, Hiero was -advancing to lake poflelRon of 
that important place, when Hannibal, who at that time 
(commanded ihc Carthaginian army in Sicily, prevented 
him by a ftratagein. The artft^l African met Hiero, in 
appearance to congratulate him on his victory; and 
amufed him, while fome of the Carthaginian troops filed 
rjfl' towards Melfana. The Mamertines, feeing their city * 

fapported by a new reinforcement, were divided in their 
opinions. Some were fof accepting the protection of 
Carthage 5 others were hill for furrCi^eriilg to the king 
of Syracufe j but the giXciter part w€re for calling the 
Romani to the aflihaiice of a city, whofe inhabitants 
were originally Italians. The anival of their deputies at 
Rome occafioncd debates in the fenate j but in the end 
they came into the meafures of the people, who, from 
the beginning, were bent upon driving the Carthaginians 
Out of Meilana. 

It was decreed, that Applus Claudius, fufnaihed Cau- 
dex, who was then conful with M. Fulvius Flaccus, 
ftiould be fent into Sicily, to attempt the deliverance of 
Meflana* Of bis gallant behaviour, and the fuccefs thgt 

attended 
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attended him ; of the lignal viffory he gained over Hiefoi 
king of Syracufe i of thq pr^refs of the Roman arms, 
under tlie confuls Manius Valerius and Manius Otacilius, 
his fucceflbfs, and the alliance concluded between them 
and king Hiero, we have fpoken in the hiftory of Sicily* 
to which we refer the reader. 

The Romana having, after this alliance, no enemies to 
contend with but the Carthaginians, and being fupplied 
with all manner of pfoviGons by Hiero, now their friend 
and ally) made themfelves mailers of all the places on the 
wellcrn coaft of Sicily. The inhabitants of Segefta and 
Aliena naafTacred the African garrifon, and opened their 
gates to the confuls. The cities of Hilara, Tyrita, and 
Afccla, were taken by alTault, and treated with great 
rigour. The campaign being ended, the confuls led 
back moft of the tioops, and putti^ig them into winter- 
quarters on the coaft of Italy, returned to Rome, where 
Valerius was decreed a triumph, and honoured with the 
furname of Meflala. This year Cn. FulvLus Centumalus 
was created didlatOr, who chofe Q^Marcius Philippus for 
his general of the horfe- But their only buGnefs was to 
drive a nail into the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, to 
flop a plague which raged at Rome • 

rhe new confuls, L. Pofthumius Megellusand Q^Ma- 
milius Vitulus, were ordered to pafs over into fclicily. 
The republic, depending on the aUiance of king Hiero, 
thought it advifeablc to Wflen the number of troops in 
that fervice, and therefore appointed them two legions 
only. They fet out from Rome, and, embarking at Rhe- 
gium, landed at Meflana, without meeting with any op- 
polltion. They no fooner landed, than they alTembled 
rhe reinforcements they ware to receive in that country, 
and marched to Agrigentum, which the Carthaginians 
had made their magazine of arms and proviCons. The 
place was ftrong by nature^ and had been rendered almoft 
impregnable by tile new works with which the Cartha- 
ginians had fecured it during the winter, with a view to 
make it iheir place of refuge, in cafe of any mifcafriage or 
difaller. It was defended by a numerous garrifon, under 
the command of Hannibal, a general of known valour 
and great experience in war. However, the Romans en- 
camped before the place, blocking it up on aR Tides. As 
it was then harved-time, and the fruitful fields of Sicily 

w Polyb. lib. i. cap. to, ii. Zonar. lib. viii. cap 9. Frontin, 
Stralag. lib. iv, cap. 1. Tab, Trimnph. Seneo. de Brevit. Vir. 


were 



Were covered Corn, the confuls gave their foldierfi 
leave to reap it in fm all parties, in Order to provide againfl 
the Wafitft ’^hieh nfilally aCie^id long fiegcs. Hannibal re- 
ftfJved to take advantage of this breach of ttiilifary difei- 

f din^, and ihade two, fallii^s it the famc ciine j one upon 
he reapers, and the dthet upon Roman camp* The 
jreaf)ers wer^ overpowered by tf^l^arthaginians, and for 
the ndoft part cut in pieces. But the Romans in the camp 
repulfed the cn^y with great llaughter, and purfued 
them to the very gates of the city. After this aftion, the 
Cartha^i|iane were mote cautious in their Tallies, and 
th6 eonfuls took care not to fuffer theit men to forage in 
fmall paffies. The Carthaginians making no more fallies, 
the Romans thought itadvifeable to divide their army into 
tVvo bbdieS *, with one they encamped near the temple of 
iEfculapius, at fome diftafnCe from the city, while the 
other to^ pbft on the road fb Heraclea ; and lines of cir- 
cumvallation ahd cohtiraVallation were formed to fecure 
them againft Tallies from within, and attacks from withoot- 
The Romans were plentifully fupplrcd with all necefla- 
ries from ErbelTa, a city not far from Agrigentum, 
whither they were brought from all parts of Sicily, and 
fafely conveyed from thetice to the camps. Thus they 
continued before the place ‘five months, hoping to reduce 
it by famine^ . As there were no fewer than fifty thoufand 
foulii in Agrigentum, the city was reduced to great (Jiffi- 
cultiesi But Hannibal fupbrted their courage with pro- 
mises; and from time to time difpatched, notwithftand- 
iilg the vigilance of the Romans, meffengers to Carthage, . 
to folicit Ipecdy foccours* The Carthaginians having 
made levies in ARica, Sp'^n, and Liguria, embark* 

ed, under the Command of fifty thoufand chofen 

foot, fix thoufand- hotfc, and fixty elephants, ordering Agri^tu^ 
them to fail to Sicily, and attempt tne relief of Agrigcn- tumn 
turn. Hanno, without lofs tithe, fet faiU and, landing 
Ms ffiffces at Lilybaenm, marched fr,om thence to Hcra- 
clea, within twenty miles of Agrigentum. There he re* The Roman 
ceived a deputation from fohie of the inhabitants of Er- magazines 
befla, w/hbrt the Homans had their magazines, offering to betrayed to 
put the tovhil into his hands. The Carthaginian, over- 
joyed at this meffage, matched with all his forces to Er- ^ 
befla, which Wars accordingly dclivefed up to him ; fo that 
the RomanV, who had been hitherto the befiegers, wei^e 
nowbefieged: all their convoys being intercepted, th^ 
were rcduc^fd to fiich difficulties, that they often deliberated 
ibobt raifirft fhtflege I tod would hare certaitrly abad- 
VoL. X. 4 doned 
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doned the enterprize, had not Hiero fupplied them to the 
heft of his power ; but notwithftanding all his efforts^ they 
laboured under a grievous dearth^ and this produced a 
dillemper which daily fwept off great numbers. In the 
mean time Agrigentum being reduced to the utmofl ex- 
tremity by famine, Hannibal found means to acquaint 
Hanno with the deplorable condition of th® place, who 
thereupon rcfolved to put the whole to the ilTue of a gene- 
ral engagement, thinking himfelf a match for the Romans, 
who were gicatly weakened by ficknefs and fatigue. 

Accordingly, having imparted his defign to Hannibal^ 
and ordrred him to make a fally the moment the Romans 
appeared in the plain, he marched with all his troops 
from Heraclea, fending his Numidian horfe before, with 
orders to advance to the entrenchments of the Romans, as 
if they defigned to force them j but, in cafe the Romans 
made a fally, they were to retire towards the army. 
Thefe orders were punctually executed. The Roman 
cavalry attacking the Nuniidians, and purfuing them too 
far, were furrounded by the whole army, and cither taken 
or cut in pieces. Notvi ichftanding this advantage, Hanno, 
polling himfelf on Mount Taurus, about a mile and a hal^f 
from the Romans, continued there two months, without 
fticwing any inclination to come to a decifive atlioii. At 
length Hannibal giving him notice, as well by fignals from 
the town as by expiefles, that the garrifon could no longer 
hold out, and that they deferted by companies to the Ro- 
mans, Hanno was forced to venture an engagement, to 
which the Romans were equally tlifpofed. Both armies 
formed in a large plain between the two camps, and en- 
gaged with incredible fury. The fuccefs continued doubt- 
ful, till the mercenaries^ who were in the vanguard of 
the Carthaginian army, fled. In their flight they fell in 
among the elephants, which they put into diforder, and 
by thefe means entirely broke the Tine that fuftained the 
rear. By this accident, the whole army being diiicom- 
pofed, the Carthaginians fled in a diforderly manner, the 
Romans purfuing them with gi eat flaughter. Hannibal 
attempted to make a fally, and bring his forces to the 
aflillance of Hanno ; but was repulfed by the troops which 
^he confiilshad polled at all the avenues to the city, and 
obliged to return after he had loll a great number of men. 
In this battle the Romans took eleven elephants, wounded 
th rec, and killed thirty. As to the number of men killed 
in the adlion and purfuit, it is not exatlly known. The 
enemy, after the defeat, retired to Heraclea, which they 

reached 
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^ached with great difficulty, the plain being all covered 
“with dead bodies 

Hannibal ‘perceiving that the R^)mans, after ihe fatigues 
of fo glorious a day, were lefs upon their guard, marched 
out at midnight with the greateft part of his troops, and, 
filling up the Roman trenches, made his efcape, and re- 
tired, with his forces, to a place of fafety. The Agri- 
genLines, to revenge themfelves for being thus abandoned, 
and, at the fame time to make their court to the confuls, 
mafl’acred ’the Carthaginians who were left in the city. 
But fuch cruelties not being agreeable to the Romans, the 
confuls gave up the city, after it had furrendcred at dif- 
cretion, to be plundered ; and above twenty-five thoufand 
perfons of free condition were made flaves. Such was the 
fuccefs of a fiege, which had' lafled feven months, and 
was the moft remarkable and difficult; the Romans had 
ever yet undertaken. The conqueft was both important 
and glorious : the befiegers are faid to have loft, in the 
battle, and in the frequent fkirmiffies, by famine and 
other hardfliips, about thirty thoufand men, Romans and 
allies^. The campaign being ended with, the reduftioii 
of Agrigen turn, the confuls returned to Mefl'ana and from 
thence to Rome. 

The conqueft of Agrigentum infpired the Romans wiili 
hopes of fubduing alj Sicily. The only .difficulty was, 
how to make themfelves mafters of the maritime elites 
without the affiftance of a fleet, equal at leaft to that of 
Carthage. Hitherto they had tranfported their tfoops on 
board of veflels borrowed of their neighbours, the Ta- 
rentines, Locrians^ and Neapolitans. But now the re* 
public formed a defigii of being as formidable at fea as 
fhe w^as by land, and ordered a hundred and twenty vef- 
fcls to be built (C). The Romans immediately fet about 

tb is 

X Polyb. ibid. cap. 19. Dlod. Sic. in Excerpt. Zonar. lib. viii,' 
cap. 10. Y Eutrop. lib. viii. Zonar. lib. viii. cap. 10. 

(C) Polybius tells us (i), had not fortune, by a mere ac- 
that the Romans ivjcre utter cident, inftruiftcd them in the 
llrangerti to naval aftairs, and method; for a Carthaginian 
quite ignorant of the art of galley, venturing too near the 
byilding fliips, before the firft .fliore, chanced to be Itranded, 
Punic war. He adds, that it and was taken by the Romans 
would -have been impollible for before the mariners ctxild get 
them to build and equip a fleet, hejf off. This galley ferved 

(1) Polyb. lib. it 

A a 2 


3#S 


Hannibal 
e/capfsp 
•with the 
great eft • 
pa^t of h'n 
troops. 


The Ro~ ; 

mans equip 
a fieti. 


them 



The Roman 

tills laborious pifcce Of work, cut down trees In their fa- 
refts, and conveyed them to the fea-fidc witl\ an expedi- 
tion peculiar to themfclves. This fleet was equipped, as 
Polybius informs us, in two months, reckoning from the 
day the trees began to be cut in the forefts ; and con- 
fided of a hundred gall^s with five benches of rowers, 
and twenty with three (D)- 

Whilc 

them for a model; for they agreed on by all hiftorians, 
builr by it, fays he, a fleet of that the Romans had at that 
an hundred and twenty gallies. time a fleet of ten gallics ; nay> 
That author Was certainly mif- we arc told by all the ancients, 
taken, when he wrote, that that, long before the Tarcn- 
ihe Romans had no fhips at fea tine war, the conful Manius, 
before the firft Punic war. It having ruined the port of An- 
15 not eafy to reconcile him tium, carried part of the fleet 
with himfelf on this fubjc£l; of the Antiates, which con- 
foi when he elfwhere (2) fpcaks fifted of twenty gallies, to 
of the articles of a treaty a- Rome, and laid them up in 
greed on by the Romans and the place appointed for build- 
Carthaginians, in the conful- ing fhips. It is no lefs certain, 
fhip of Brutus and Horatius, that, many years before the 
immediately after the expulfion firft Punic war, the Roman 
of the Tarquiiis, he tells us, people appointed the duumviri 
that one of the articles was to navales, whofc province was 
this efFeft, that 'the Romans, confined to the infpedtion and 
and the allies of the Romans, repairing of fhips of the re- 
liiould not fail beyond the public. However, it is cer- 
Fair Promontory, unlefs con- tain, that the Romans, wholly 
ilrained by weather, or by an intent upon the reducing of 
rnemy. In two other treaties, the neighbouring hates, were 
of which he gives us the trsfti- but little acquainted with na- 
' feripts, there arc feveralclflufcs val affairs, till they began to 
to the fame offeft, Tljefe pre- make war out of their own 
cautions, oh the fide of the continent. 

Carthaginians, manifeftly fup- (D) While fome were em- 
pofe, that the Romans had "it ployed in building the gallies, 
that time (hips^ traded to A- others, aflembling thofe who 
trica, and were not fo unac- were to ferve in the fleet, in- 
qualnted with naval affairs, as ffrufled them in the ufe of the 
Polybius reprefents them to oar after the following manner, 
bave been at the beginning of which at firft feemed fomcr 
the firft Punic war. Neither what ridiculous : they con- 
can Polybius be underftood as trived benches on the ftiorp^n 
ipcaking only of fhips of war, the fame order as they were to 
It being plain, from the rea- be in the galleys ; and, placing 
tons or iht Tarenfine war their fean^n with their oars in 

(1) FoVyb. lib. iiL 
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While the galleys were buildmg, the new confuls, L. 

Valerius Flaccus, and T. Ocacilius, brother to M. Otaci- 
lius, who had been conful two years before, fet out for 
Sicily, lyhere they eafily reduced all the cities that were 
at any dillance from the fea c but while they were em- 
ployed in fubduing the inland countries, the Carthagi- 
nians either kept fteady in their intereft, or brought un- 
der fubjcftion, all the places on the coall. So that both 
parties were equally fuccefsful. 

In the beginning of the confulate of Cn. Corndius Bot/i con^ 
Scipio Afina, and C. Duilius, the fleet being equipped, tKc /""A 
two confuls chofe their different commands by lot. The 
command of the fleet fell to Cornelius, and that of the 
land-forces to Duilius. The latter immediately fet out 
with two legions, and pafTecf the llreights. Cornelius 
followed him with feventeen new-built gallics, fleering 
his courfe along the coall to Melfana, to give directions for 
the reception and fecurity of the fleet. Upon his arrival 
Jbe V^as inforflied, fome fay by men hired for that purpofe 
by ffaiinib^l, that the illand and city of Lipaia would 
furrender tp the Romans upon the firll fummons. Corne- 
lius, giving credit to this report, immediately failed with 
his fquadron for Lipara, and entered the harbour. But at Coyneliui 
break of day he found himfelf blocked up by a greater num- 
her of Carthaginian veflels, under the command of Boodles, 
a fenator. In this fujprize Cornelius faw no remedy but 
to fubmit, and accordingly yielded up himfelf and hjs 
fquadron to the enemy (EJ. In the mcari time the hun- 

like manner upon the benches, Carthaginian invjted Corne^ 
an officer, by ligns with his lius, and his tribunes, that is, 
hand, inllrudled them how to the egmraanders of his gallies, 
dip iheir oars all at the fame on board his Ihip, to confer 
time, and how to recover them about the differences between 
out of the water. By this the two republics in an ami- 
means they became acquainted cable manner 5 and that the 
with the management of the conful, being weak enough to 
oar ; and, as foon as the vef- trull to the honour of Boodes, 
fels werp built and equipped, was lelzed by him, with all 
they fpent fome time in prac- his officers, and fent to Car- 
tiling on the water what they thage : this author adds, that 
had learnt alhure (3). the fquadron, being thus de- 

*(E) Thus Polybius (4). But prived of all its commanders, 

Livy ( 5 ) tells us, that the furrenderpd. without fighting- 

(g) Polyb. ibid. cap. 20, 2i« (4) P61yb. lib. i. cap. aa. 

(5) In Epitome lib. xvii. 

vA a 3 .•ired 
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dred and three Roman gallics^ which hail remained in the 
ports, fet fail according to the orders Cornelius had given, 
and, coafting along Italy, haadc the befl: of their way to^ 
w'^ards the mouth of the ftreights. Hannibal, upon ad- 
vice that the Roman fleet was at fea, failed with a fqua- 
dfon of fifty galleys to take a view of their new-fafliioned 
Vcflels. His curiofity coft him dear ; for the Roman fleet 
appearing, when he leaft expefted it, immedKitely at- 
tacked his fquadron with great vigour, and either funk or 
todlc the greateft part of his gallics, Hannibal himfclf 
efcaping with much difficulty, when his whole fleet be- 
lieved him loft. The Romans, after this viffory, piir- 
fued their courfe to Sicily*, and, being intormed of the 
defeat and captivity of Cowielius, vi ho was to have com- 
manded them, they fent an exprefs forthwith to Diiiliusp 
who had the command of the land-forces in the ifland. 
Duilius, being now foie commander at fea and land, went 
immediately on board the*fleet.. 1 he refle£fion he made 
on the heavinefs of his gallies, did not a little abate his 
confidence ; for the Romans plainly faw, even in the 
battle, that their veflcls were much more unwieldy in 
working, than thofe of the enemy. But an engineer in 
the fleet found means to make amends *for this defe(ff, 
by devifing that machine, which was afterwards called 
corvus (F). 

The invention of this machine giving the rnnful more 
confidence, he left the command of the land-forces to his 
fubalterns, and fet fail for Mylae to encounter the enemy, 
who had made a defeent on that coaft. The Carthagi- 
nians, who defpifed the Romans as ignorant of fea-af- 
fairs, were overjoyed when they firft deferied their fleet. 
They did not give thcmfelvcs the trouble to draw up their 
fhips in line of battle, but advanced with a fquadron in 
diforder up to the unwieldy triremes of the Romans, 
dreaming of nothing but certain vidfory. They were at 
firft furprifed at th^ fight of the engine, not knowing the 
ufe of it : but the Carthaginians, looking upon thofe ma- 
chines as idle inventions of perfons not acquainted with 
the fea, rowed up with confidence to the Roman gallics, 
and began the battle. The Romans, however, grappling 
with them by the help of their corvi, and boarding their 

(F) This was a moving grappled, and boarded the (hips 
^age, by means of which they of the enemy (i). 

(i) Polyb. lib. i. p. S4. Follard’i Diflcri, on the Corvus. 
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Ihipa with great cafe, fought hand to hand with them 
upon deck on firm ground. Being more expert in this 
kind of fight than the Carthaginians, and better armed, 
they foon gained the afeendant over them, and took thiity 
(hips, with all their crews. Among- thefe was the ad- 
miral's own galley^ a feptiremis, which had been taken 
formerly by the Carthaginians from king Pyrrhus. Han-p 
nibal himfelf was on board of it ; but, when he faw th^ 
Romans entering his galley, he leaped into a fmall boat, 
and efcaped. At length the reft of the Carthaginian fleet, 
confifting of a hundred and twenty gallics, came up, 
•and fell upon the Romans. As they had greatly the ad- 
vantage in the lightnefs of their veflels, they nimbly rowed 
round the Roman gallics, in order to avoid the corvi. 
But the Romans having learnt the art of working their 
Blips, fo as to prefent their machines to the enemy, whii h 
way foever they approached them, they took fifty more 
of the Carthaginian {hips, and obliged the reft to retire 
into the neighbouring ports of iiicily. In thefe two en- 
gagements the Romans took feven thoufand prifoiiers, 
killed feven thoufand men, funk thirteen fhips, and took 
eighty. After this victory Duilius, going afliore, put 
himfelf at the. head of the land-forces, relieved Segelta, 
which was befieged by Hamilcar, and made himfelf 
mafter of Macella, though defended by a numerous ^^ar- 
rifon 

The campaign being ended, Duilius returned to Rome, 
but left his legions in Sicily. During his abience a dif- 
pute arofe between them and the Sicilian auxiliaries. The 
Sicilians complained, that the Romans were always placed 
in the moft honourable pofts, that is, in the moft dan- 
gerous. The difference proceeded fo far, that the Sici-^ 
lians feparated from the Romans, and encamped by them- 
felves. Hamilcar, who was too vigilant not to draw ad- 
vantages from this mifunderftanding, attacked the Sici- 
lians in their entrenchments, and put four thoufand of 
them to the fword. He then drove the Romans from 
their pofts, took feveral cities from them, and over-ran 
great part of the country. In the mean time Hannibal, 
after having been overcome in the fea-engagement by the 
Romans, leaving Sicily, failed with the remains of his 
{battered fleet to Carthage. In order to fccure himfelf 
from puni{hment, he had feiit one of his friends with all 
fpeed, before the battle was known, to acquaint the fc- 
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nafcCi that the Romans had put to fea with a good number 
of heavy ill-built vefi'els^ carrying fome m^hiue which 
the Carthaginians had never feen before. After the mef- 
fenger had given the fienatc this account of the Roman 
flect| he afked them whether it w^s their opinion^ that 
tiannibal Qiould attack them. The ajifwer was unani- 
mous ; “ Let our admiral (they cried out with on^ voice), 
6ght the Romansi and punifli them for daring to brave 
us on our own element.” Then Hannibal’s friend ac- 
quainted them with what had happened. What you 
now command (faid he), Hannibal has ventured to do. 
Fortune indeed has not favoured him ; but who can be 
anfwerable for the event of things P Hannibal thought as 
you do. And (hall the uncertainty of fortune be deemed 
a crime P” As the fenators could not blame him without 
condemning themfelvcs, they fpared his life, but deprived 
him of the command of the fleet*. 

While the Carthaginians thus difgraced their unfortu- 
nate admiral, the Romans heaped honours on the brave 
Duilius. A vidfory gained by fea was more valued at this 
jundfure, that all the conquefts their confuls and didla- 
tors had formerly atchieved by land. Ihe ednful en- 
tered the city in triumph, attended with the acclamations 
of all Rome. A mark of diftinefion was granted him, 
which had never been heard of before. Whenever he re- 
turned from fupper, he was attended with mufic and 
torches. This honour was granted for once only to thofe 
who triumphed, when they returned home in the even- 
ing from the folemn feaft, which was prepared at the ex- 
pence of the public on fuch occafions. But to Duilius this 
diftindlion was continued as long as he lived. To perpe- 
tuated the memory of his triumph, medals were if ruck, and 
a pillar of white marble was erefled to his honour in the 
foruoa Romanum (G)« 

The confuls for the next year were L. Cornelius Sci- 
pio, and C. Aquilius Florus. The command of the fleet 
tell by lot to the former, and that of the land-forces to 
the latter. They were both ordered into Sicily, but Cor- 


* Polyb- PM. Sjc.lkHil. Val. Max. lib. vii. cap. 3 , Aud. Vir. 
llluitr. Zoaar. ibid. 

(G) This pillar, called co- and placed by the care of car- 
Jiimna roftrata, from the beaks dinal Alexander Farnefe in the 
of the fhips, in Latin rojha^ Capitol : where it ftill remains : 
that were feflened to it, was but the infer! pti on is fo effaced 
fipcideptally recovered in ij6o, as to be unintelligible. 
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lielius had leave to attempt upop the iflands af 

Corfica and^ardinia, if an opportunity offered. While he 
was employed in getting ready the fleet in different ports 
of Italy, his colleague was detained at Rome, to fupprefs 
a dangerous confpiracy. The republic had caufed a great 
number of men to be brought to Rome, from all the pro- 
vinces fubje£f to her, to ferve as rowers on board her galleys. 

Among thefe were four thoufand Samnites, who, being 
unwilling to enter in the fea-fervice, and finding a plot 
formed by the difeontented flaves to burn and plunder the 
city, entered into the confpiracy, and joined the IJaves, 
who were three thoufand in number. As they wanted a 
leader, they pitched upon one Errius Potitius, who com- 
manded the auxiliaries, a man of known experience. Er- 
rius feemed to enter heartily into their meafures, till he 
had learned the whole fecret, and then he difeovered it to 
the fenate. All the flaves were put in irons by their 
mailers, and the Samnites imprifoned 

During thefe diffraQions at Rome, Cornelius had 
weighed anchor, and was already on the coalts of Corfica- 
As men are generally fond of new undertakings, the con- 
ful thought the two iflands of Corfica and Sardinia worthy 
of a campaign. And indeed no conquell, next to that of 
Sicily, could fo well anfwerthe end the republic then had 
in ^’iew, which was, to gain the empire of the fea. The 
Carthaginians, who were then mafters of them, had for- 
tified Tome places in thefe iflands^ in order to be nearer to 
Italy, and make themfelves formidable to the maritime 
cities. The conful attacked Corfica, which he eafily re- T/ie Jts- 
duced, after he had made himfelf mailer of Aleria, the 
only llrong place in the illand. From Corfica he failed to 
Sardinia, and appeared with his fleet off Olbia, a large Sardinlmf 
city on the ealt hde of the illand. But as the place was 
defended by a numerous garhfon, and the conful wanted 
land-forces, he failed back to Italy, took on board his 
fleet as many troops as he could conveniently carry, and, 
returning to Sardinia, made a defeent, and laid fiegc to 
Olbia. Hanno, who had behaved fo well in Sicily, de- 
fended the place with incredible bravery ; but being killed 
in one of the attacks, the Carthaginians were obliged to 
furrender to the conqueror, who ga^ the Africans an in- 
llance of humanity, to which they were utter llrangers : 
he honoured the dead body of theirgeneral with magni- 
ficent obfequies, and attended it in perfon to the place of 

^ Orof. lib. iv- cap. 7* Zonar. lib. viii« 
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bumi The conful did not fufFcr the ardour of his troops 
to cool, but befieged and took moft of the maritime cities, 
driving the Carthaginian every where before him. 

In the mean time Aquilius, arriving in Sicily, repaired 
the lolfes the republic had fuftained in that illand, fince 
the departure of Duilius. Hamilcar had taken from the 
Romans the cities of Enna and Camerina, and fortified 
Drepanum, a place of great importance l^n account of its 
harbour. As- the conful Aquiiius had been detained at 
Rome to fupprefs the confpiracy, and did not arrive in 
Sicily till the campaign was near ended, the republic re- 
called his colleague Cornelius to prcfide at the elcdlion of 
the new confuls ; when A. Attilius Collatiniis, and C. 
Sulpicius Paterculus, were chofen. The command of 
the fleet fell to the latter, and that of the larwl-forces to 
Attilius. Aquiiius was continued in the command of the 
army in Sicily with the title of proconful, till tlve arrival 
of Attilius during which time he drove Hamilcar out of 
the field, and laying fiege to Myfiftratum, a city of great 
ftrength, which the Romans had often endeavoured in 
vain to reduce, brought it to fuch ftraits, that it furrender- 
cd to his fuccefTor Attilius foon after his arrival. The 


proconful, upon his return to Rome, ^was honoured with 
a triumph, as was his colleague Cornelius, for the con- 
quefts he had made in Sicily and Sardinia ^ From My- 
fiflratum, Attilius led his army to Camerina ; but on his 
way was furrounded in a deep valley by the Carthaginians, 
who, under the command of Hamilcar, lay concealed on 
the hills, fo that all the avenues being blocked up, he 
q7i£ Rman could neither advance nor retire. In this extremity a le- 
nrmy fav- gionary tribune, called by fome writers Cxditius, by others 
if ^ ^ of greateft number M. Calpurnius 

m^^iona^j Flamma, defired the conful to give him three hundred 
tribune. chofen men, promiling to find the enemy fo much em- 
ployment with this fmall company, as fhould oblige them 
to leave a paffage open for the Roman army. He per- 
formed his promife with a braverytruly heroic ; for, having 
feized, notwithflanding all oppofition, an eminence, and 
entrenched himfelf on it, the Carthaginians, jealous of 
his defign, flocked from all quarters to drive him from his 
poft : but the brave (R’ibune kept their whole army em- 
ployed, till the conful, taking advantage of the diverfion^ 
drew his army out of the bad fituation into which he had 


c Orof. lib. iv. cap. 7. Val, Max. lib. v. cap. i. ^Tab. 

Triumph. Zonar. lib. viii. Liv« Epit. xviL A, Gel. lib. iii. 
cap. 7, 
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Smprutlently brought it. When the legions were out of 
danger, they haftened to the relief of their companions j 
but all they could do, was only to fave their bodies from 
the infiilts of the enemy for they found them all dead in 
the place, on which they had ported themfelves, except 
Calpurnius, who lay under a heap of dead bodies, covered 
with wounds, but Hill breathing. His wounds were im- 
mediately drerted i and it fortunately happened that none 
of them proved mortal. For this glorious enterprizc he 
was rewarded with a crown of grameii, which was in thole 
happy days a greater encouragement to the Romans to 
ferve their country, than the hopes of more fubftaiitial 
rewards ^ 

Attiliiis, thus refeued from infamy, piirfued his march 7;^^ 
toCamerina, w^hich he took by the help of engines fent mans take 
him by Hiero, king of Syracuse, and fold all the Cartha- l<^'^eral ci~ 
ginians in the place for (laves. He then marched to Enna; 
the inhabitants of w^hich place opened ih^ gates to him, 
delivering the Carthaginians up to the Romans, who put 
them to the fword. Sittana was taken by alhuilt, and the 
army, which came to relieve it, put to flight. From 
thence the conful led his army into the country of the 
Agrigentines, and, by making himfelf malter of Camicus 
and ErbelT'a, drove the enemy out of that fruitful terri- 
tory. Attilius, flufhed w'hh this fuccefs, rafhly laid “^dege 
to Lipara, expelling it would furrender upon the firlt 
fummons But Hamilcar, having conveyed himfelf pri- 
vately into the city with fome chofen troops, made a fally, 
when the Romans were beginning to fcale the walls, and 
rcpulfed them with great lofs ^ 

Sulpicius, who commanded the fleet, completed the 
Conquert of Corfica and Sardinia, and aflirted his colleague 
in the redutlion of the maritime cities of Sicily. The 
brave conful was ambitious of fignalizing his campaign 
by a naval viiflory ; but as no Carthaginian fleet ap- 
peared at fea, he fpread a report, rhat he intended to got 
in queft of it, and burn the fhips of the African republic 
in their own harbours. This intelligence alarmed the 
Carthaginians., who trufted Hannibal once more with the 
command of a confiderable fleet. He immediately put to 
fea, and met Sulpicius not far from the coaft of Africa- 
While both fleets w^ere preparing for an engagement, a 
fudden ftorm parted them, and drove the Roman as well 
as the Carthaginian vertels into the ports of Sardinia. 

= Zonar. lib. viii. cap, 11. Liv. Epit. lib. xvii, Auif. Vir. II- 
A. Cel, ibid, Flor. lib. ii. cap. z, ^Polyb, ibid. cap. 24.. 
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Thc ftorm no fooner began to abate, than Sulpicius, put-" 
ting to fca, furprifed Hannibal in the harhpur, and cither 
funk or took moil of his fhips. This misfortune occafion- 
cd a mutiny among the feamen of his fleet, who, feizing 
on the perfon of their commander, crucified him in the 
city pf Sulci in Sardinia, where he had taken refuge. 
Such was the end of old Hannibal, as he is called by the 
hiftorians, to diftinguifh him from the fetond Hannibal, 
who proved fo fatal to the Romans. Sulpicius, after this 
vii^ory, returned to Rome, where he received the ho- 
nours of a triumph 

The confuls of ihe following year, C. Attllius Regulus, 
and Cn. Cornelius Blafio, having, according to cudom, 
drawn lots for their commands, that of Uie fleet fell to 
Rjegulus, and the leading of the land-forces to Cornelius. 
A. Attilius was continued in the command of the army in 
Sitily with the title of proconful. Regulus, who com- 
manded the Roman fleet, being at Tyndaris, deferying 
that of the Carthagini^s lying along the coadiii difordef^ 
advanced with ten gallies only, to obferve jthejr number 
and ftrength, ordering the reft of his fleet to follow with 
all pofliblc expedition ; but as he drew too near the ene- 
my, he was invefted by a greater number of Carthaginian 
gaH ies. The Romans fought with their ufual bravery ; 
but, being over-powered by numbers, were obliged to 
yield. However, ihe conful made his efcape, and joined 
the fleet, which was following the unfortunate fquadron 
in line of battle. He then had his full revenge on the 
enem/, who were put in diforder at the firft onfet, and 
obliged to fave thcmfelvcs in the port of Lipara, after 
having loft eighteen fhips, ten of which wpre taken with 
all their crews, and eight funk For this vi£lory C- 
Attilius Regulus, on his return to Rome, received the 
honours of a triumph, as did aJfo A. Attilius for his ex- 
ploits during his confulfhip and procpnfulfliip. The con- 
ful Cornelius had no opportunity to fignalize himfelf: 
he is faid^only to have pillaged forae open villages, and 
laid wafte the ifland of Melita, which were too inconfi- 
dcrable explodte to deferve a triumph. Rome* being ter- 
lificd with feveral progidies during this campaign, the 
fenate thought them/blvcB obliged to renew the Ferise La- 
tins, which had been for feme time negledfed. 
Pgoilniujs was created diflator, and he appointed M. Lx- 
toriujj general of the horfe- 

I PoJyb.ibid, ^ Zonar. lib. viii. cap. ii. 
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The war with Carthage had already lalled eight years. 

The Carthaginians had loft Corlica, Sardinia^ and all 
their dominions in Sicily, e^tcept Lilybseum, Panormus, 
and a few places in that neighbourhood. Sicily had long 
feemcd to be the utmoft limits of the ambition of the Ro-' 
mans ; but now they thought of nothing Icfs than reduc- 
ing Carthage itfelf. With this view the new confuls, L. 

Manlius Vulfo^ and MarcuB AtiKus Regulus, whofe name T/ierntw 
is famous in hiftory, ^ere ordered to pafs into Africa, o'’- 

and to make that country the feat of vt^ar. Their fleet, for 
this expedition, confiftcd of three hundred and thirty gal- 
lies of different fizes, and aboard of each galley were a 
hundred and twenty foldiers and three hundred rowers. 

The enemy’s fleet, under the command of Hanno and 
Hamilcar, was yet more formidable ; for it confiftcd of 
three hundred and fixty fail, better manned than that of 
thq^ Romans. With this fleet the Carthaginian admirals 
falledi and arrived at the port of Heraclea in Sicily, to 
watch the motions of the Romans, and oppofe, at all 
events, their defcent upon the coaft of Africa. The con- 
fuls, ncverthelcfs, purfued their courfe, and, appearing 
olTEcnomus, not far from Heraclea, formed in line of 
battle. Hanno and Hamilcar accepted the challenge, and 
a bloody engagement enfued, which lafted the greater 
p?rt of the day with equal fuccefs, the foldiers and ‘com- 
manders on both ficles diftinguifliing themfelvcs on this 
occafion in a nioft eminent manner. But at length fortune 
declared in favour of the Romans. The Carthaginians 1103. 
were routed, thirty of their fhips dellroyed, fixty-three AnteChr- 
takeii with their crew's, and the reft obliged to take ^ ^^ 5 - 
llielterin the ports of Sicily and Africa. In this aflion 
the Romans loft but twenty-four gallies, which were all 77^^ 
lunk thaginian 

III purfuance of this viiRory, the confuls, returning fleet routed^ 
into the ports of Sicily, equipped, with all pofllble expe- 
dition, the ftiips they had taken from the enemy, em- 
barked new troops, and took in frefli proviiTons, in order 
to make the intended defcent upon Africa. Hanno en- 
deavoured to ainufe them with conferences, in hopes of 
receiving, in the mean time, fomc fupplies from Car- 
thage : he had even the b<5ldiiefs to come in perfon to con- 
fer with the confuls, as a deputy from his republic. 

When he arrived, the multitude cried out, that he fhould 
be detained prifoner, by way of reprifal for the treachery 


i Polyb' ibid. cap. a6, jo. Orof. libi rv. cap. 8. 

praftifed^ 



praQIfedj five yeai^%>efor^, on tlie pcrfoii of the conful 
Cornelius Afiiia. Hanno, alarmed at thefe clamours, with 
air of coiifiikiice, put this flattering and artful quedion 
to the confuls ; What advantage can it be to you, con- 
ikls, to imitate our pexfidioufners ? It will only be faid, 
that Rome produces as bad men as Carthage.’' The 
confuls replied, that:thou^h the perfidious Carthaginians 
t^d violatedthe4aw of nations, it became the prokty of 
the Romans to pbferve them even with traitors ; aiul 
fuftcred him to return untouched There being no dif- 
pofition for peace on either fide, Hanno repaired to Car- 
tha^Cj to give notice of the approaching invafion. * 

The confuls ft t fail, awd the weather proving favour- 
make able, had a fortunate paflage. The firfl land in Africa 
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they made was cape Hcrnica , and there the fleet lay at 
anclior fome time, waiting till all the rallies and tranf- 
P'o ts up, From tliencc they coaued along till they 

arnved before Clupea, a city to the ead of Carthage, 
wlicre they niaile their fird defeent. Clupea, or, as the 
Greek writers call it, Afpis, was conveniently fituatecl 
for a magazine of arms and provifions, and had near it 
feveral pnrt^ for dirltcrlng fuch diips as fliould come from 
Italy. 'fbe Roman:>, therefore, having laid up their 
fleet in one of thefe ports, and fecured it on the land-fide 
with a rampart and a hirge o'ltch, inveded the city, 
which was immediately furrenticrcil From Clupea they 
difpatched a mclTciiger to Rome, to acquaint the feiiate 
and people with their fuccefs, and to receive frefli indruc- 
tions as tu their proceedings. While the confuls waited 
for the return of the mell'cnger, they marched into ihe 
country, and, ravaging the fruitful plains of Africa, 
w'hcre no enemy had long appeared, returned to the coad 
with an immenfc booty. While they thus lived at diferc- 
tion in the enemy’s country, the ineflenger returned from 
Rome with orders lor Manlius to repair to Itiviy with the 
fleet, and for Regulus to purfue the war in Africa, with 
as many troops and diips as he thought proper for that 
fervice. But Regulus appeared greatly diflatisfied with 
the province affigiied him, and dcfired to be recalled- 
He reprefented to the fenate, that upon the death of the 
hulbandmaii, who had the care of his little farm of feven 
acres of ground, he liad been obliged to employ a day- 
labourer, who had ftolen his cattle, and earned ofl" all his 
flock j fo that his prcfeiice was neceflary at home to pro- 

k Zoiiar. lib. viii. cap. ix, ‘VaLMax. lib. vi, cap. 6, tPo- 
lyb. ibid. cap. 30, 31. 
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vide for the fubfiftence of his wife and children, Upon 
this remonftrance, the fenate ordered his family to be 
maintained at the expence of the public 5 but direfted him 
to continue in Africa, and command the army there with 
the title of proconful, wfien the year of his confulate fhould 
expiie*”. Purfuant to thefe orders, Atilius remained in 
Africa with forty (hips, fifteen thoufand foot, and five 
hundred horfe, while his jolleaguc returned to Rome with 
the reft of the army, carrying aboard his fleet twenty- 
feven thoufand prifoners. 

In the following year the republic ralfed Ser. Fulvius 
Nobilior, and M. jEmilius Paulus to the confulate ; but 
all the attchtiop of the republic was upon Regulus, who 
now, as proconful, puftied on his conquefts with incre- 
dible rapidity- To oppofe his progrefs, Hamilcar was 
recalled from Sicily, and to him were joined Boftar and 
Afdrubal. Hamilcar commanded an army equal to that 
of Regulus -j the other two headed feparate bodies, which 
were to join him, or aft apart, as occafion required. Be- 
fore they were in a condition to take the field, Regulus, 
purfuing his conquefts, arrived on the banks of the Ba- 
grada, which empties itfelf into the fea at a fmall diftance 
from Carthage (H). Having pafled this river, he befieged 
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(H) There he is faid to have 
been haralfcd by a ferpenc of 
an iitimenfe fize, which in- 
fected the waters of the river, 
poifoned the air, and killed all 
other animals with %s breath. 
When the Romans went to 
^ctch water, this huge dragon 
.uiaelced them, and, twifbing 
irfelt round their bodies, either 
fqueezed them to death, or 
f^valluwed them alive. As its 
hard and thick fcales were 
proof agalnft their darts and 
i.;ripws, they wer-e forced to 
have rcco.irfe to the 
iiich they made uie of in 
W^ith thefe machines 
tlicv Llifcharged (bowers ol large 


Val. Max. lib. ivi cap. 4. 
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ftones againft this new enemy, 
and had the good luck, with 
one of them to break his back- 
bone ; thus difabled, it was 
difpatched with darts and ja- 
velins. His dead body cor- 
rupted the air, and the water 
of the river ; and fpread fo 
great an infeiftion all over the 
country, that the Rgmans 
were obliged to decamp. We 
are told, that Regulus fent the 
Ikin of this frightful monfter 
to Rome, which was a hun- 
dred and twenty feet long, and 
that it was hung up in a tem- 
ple, where it was preserved to 
the time of the Numantlne 
war (i). 


(1) Vide Flor, lib. ii. Zonar. lib. vVu- cap. 15. Orof lib. iv. Val. 
^Tax.]ib. i. cap. 2, Gel!, !ib. vj. cap, 3. Pliii. lib. viii, cap. 14. 
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Adi3, of Ad 3 a, not far from Carthage, which tTic enemy 
attempted to relieve ; but as they encamped among the 
hills and rocks, where their elejjihants, in which the 
ftrength of the army lay, cbuld be of no ufe, Regulus 
killed feventeen thoufand of them, took five thoufand pri- 
foners, and eighteen elephants. Upon the fame of this 
viftory, which was foon fpread all over Africa, deputies 
came from all quarters to fubmit, in the name of their 
rifpeftive cities and Rates, to the conqueror ; infomuch 
that Regulus, in a few days, became rhafter of eighty 
towns; among which were the city and port of Utica- 
Thefe fucceiTes increased the alarm at Carthage, which 
was reduced to defpair, when ReguIUs laidTiege to Tunis, 
a city about nine miles from that capital, 'fhe place was 
taken in fight of the Carthaginians, who, from their walls 
beheld all the opefktlons of the fiege, and fufrered the 
Romans to carry on their attacks without offering to relieve 
it. To complete their misfortunes, the Nuitiidians, their 
neighbours and irreconcileable enemies, took up arms, 
entered their territory, and committed every-where dread- 
ful devaftations, which foon occafioned a great fcarcity of 
provifions in the city. The public rhagazines were ex- 
liaufled ; and as the city v/as full of merchants, who took 
advantage of the public diftrefs to fell their provifions at 
an excefiive price, a famine enfued, with all the evils 
which generally attend that calamity. 

In this extremity, Regulus advanced to the gates of the 
city; and having encamped under the walls, fent depu- 
ties to treat of a peace with the fenate. The deputies 
were received at Carthage with incxpr^ible joy ; but the 
conditions they propofed were fuch, that the fenate could 
not hear them without indignation ; and Regulus, as if 
he had made a complete conqueft of Carthage, would 
abate nothin of his nrft demands. The Renditions im- 
portell, I. That the Carthaginians fliould relinquifli all 
claims to Sardinia, Corfica, and Sicily. 2- That they 
fliould rellore to the Romans the prifoners they had taken 
from them fince the beginning of the War. 3- That if 
they chofe to redeem any of their own prifoners, they 
fhould pay for th6m at a price Rome fhould judge rca- 
fonable. 4. That they ftiould for ever pay the Romans 
an annual tribute. 5. That for the /uture they fhould fit 
out but one fhip of war for their own ufe, and fifty tri- 
remes to ferve in the Roman fleet, at the expence of 
Carthage, when required by any of the future confuls. 
Thcfe extravagant demands provoked the fenators, who 

unanimoufly 




Unartimoufly rejefted them j protefting, that they would 
rather die z thoufand times, thji^fubmit to fo diaincful a 
ffavery. The Roman deputi^^al^li leaving .the afl'embly, 
lold the fenate, that the proeonfUl would not alter a Angle 
letter in the propofals ; and that they muft either conquer 
th^; Romans, or obey them. After this declaration, the 
Carthaginians had nothing left b|jt to fell their lives dear, 
and to die with honour, in defence of their country". 

Before this negotiation, the Carthaginian republic had 
feiit to hire mercenaries in Greece ; and this reinforce^ 
ment arrived juft in the height of her dillrefs. Among 
thefe mercenaries was a Lacedaemonian, by name Xan- 
tippus, a man of great, bravery and experience in war. 
The Lacedemonian, having informed himfclf of the cir- 
cumftances of the late battle, declared publicly, that their 
overthrow was owing to their own mifeonduft, and not 
to the fuperior fkill and prowefs of the enemy. His dif- 
courfe came to the knowlegc of the fenate ; and the fena- 
tors immediately confim^nded him to be brought before 
them. Being introduced, he explained himfelf fo clearly, 
and talked fo judicioully, that the Carthaginian generals, 
as well as the reft, were for placing him at the head of 
the army ; and a decree was made for thatpurpofe. Xaii- 
tippus, being thus invefted with the fupremc command, 
applied himfelf to the difeiplining of his troops after thf 
Lacedtemonian manner : he then took the field with twelve 
thoufand foot, four thoufand horfe, and about a hun- 
dred elephants. The Romans were furprifed at the fud- 
den change they obferved in the enemy’s conduct. How- 
ever, Regulus, elated with his laft fuccefs, encamped at 
a fmall diftaiice frorn the Carthaginian army, in a vaft 
plain, .where the enemy’s elephants and horfe had room 
to The two armies were parted by a river, which 

Regulus boldly palTed, and by that motion left his troops 
no way to retreat in cafe of a misfortune. Xantippus 
immediately cried out, The gods favour us !” and 
forrOed his men in order of battle. In the firft line he 
placed his dartmen, with orders to retire into the fpaces 
between the battalions, whcrl they had made their dif- 
chaPge. Behind them, but at fome diftance, were placed 
the elephants, in a long front, carrying wooden towcis 
filled with men. Behind the elephants was the Carthn- 
ginian phalanx, confifting of the bell infantry of the 

" Polyb. ibid. cap. 36. Orof. lib. iv. cap. S. Eutrup, lib. ii. 
Zon, lib. viii. cap. 13, Diod. Sic. in Excerpti 
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army ; and thefe conftituted the main body. As for the 
wings, Xandppus pofled his light-armed troops on tbe 
left, and the mercenarigp |>n the right. Thefe two wings 
were fupported by the African cavalry. Regulus drew 
up his troops after the Homan manner ; but was guilty 
of one great faults to prevent the elephants from break- 
ing in upon himi he made his main body too narrow, and 
too deep \ a difpofition^vhich expofed it to the danger of 
being furrounded 

Xatntippus began the attack, ordering the leaders of the 
elephants to advance, and attempt the breaking of the 
enemy’s firft line. The Romans flood the fliock of thofe 
animals with great bravery ; but, in the mean time, 
the Roman cavalry in the wings, being charged by the 
Carthaginian, which was greatly fuperior in number, 
were overpowered, and obliged to fly ; while Regulus’s 
left wing, attacking the mercenaries, whom Xantippus 
had po&ed in his right, broke them, and purfued them to 
their ftmp, whither they retired in diforder. In the 
mean time, the main body of the Romans, which Regu- 
lus commanded in perfon, being attacked in front by the 
elephants, and in the rear by the African cavalry, was 
put into diforder; the elephants bore down all before 
them and fuch of the Romans as attempted to make 
their cfcape, to avoid the fury of thofe animals, fell in 
among the horfe, and were cut in pieces. The main 
body being thus broken,, and thrown into confufion, the 
whole army was put to the rout, and the llaughter was- 
univerfal. Of the Roman army, only two thoufand, who 
purfued the mercenaries, efcaped, and arrived fafe at 
Clupea. Regulus himfelf, with five hundred njen, was 
furrounded by the enemy, and taken. The reft Were cut 
in picbes, either in the battle, or in the purfuit. The 
lofs of the Carthaginians was not above eight hundred 
men, moll of them mercenaries in the right wing, which 
was routed. The victorious army returned to the capital 
of Africa, which Xantippus entered, as it were, in tri- 
umph, leading the proconful with him among the reft of 
the.prifoners. All the people of Carthage ran to meet 
their deliverer, and could ftarce believe their own eyes. 
They beheld, with unfpeakable pleafure, the proud Ro- 
man in a ftate to excite that compaftion, which he had 
refufed to their misfortunes. As for Xantippus they 
looked upon him as a hero fent by the gods to refeue ^ 


” Pulyb. ibid. cap. 33, Frontui. lib# iii cap. 8. 
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iRiferable peopJ|p from defpair and opprefBon^ and bc- 
ftowcd on him all the honours which gratitude could fug- 
geft. But the wife lL.aced®monian, forefeeing that the 
lervice he had done them would create him both envy 
and danger^ refolved to content himfelf with the glory of 
fo noble a victory, and^ without waiting for any other 
reward, returned to Laced2emoti. 

The defeat and captivity of Regulus caufed as much 
grief at Rome as joy at Carthage. The fenate no^ fooncr 
received an account of the pofture of their affairs in 
Africa, fo contrary to their expectation, than they or- 
dered the confuls for the year, Fulvius and ^milius, who 
had hitherto continued at Rome ina£five, to take proper 
meafures for fecuring the coafts of Italy from an invaiion, 
to haften into Sicily, and from thence, if they thought 
it advifeable, to^ pafs over into Africa, and favc the re- 
mains of Regulus*s army and conquefts. In the mean 
time, the Carthaginians down before Clupea ; but the 
garrifon made fo brave and obffinate a defence, that the ^ 
enemy, notwithftanding thdr utmolt efforts, were obliged 
to raife the flege. From Clupea they marched to Utica, 
which they likewife befieged ; but abandoned the enter- 
prize upon the news they received, that the Romans were 
equipping a fleet of three hundred and fifty fail. This ' 
formidable armament was ready before the end of the 
fummer ; fo that the confuls from Sicily, wh“rc they JefL 
fome land-forces, failed for Africa, in order to make a 
fecond defeent. The Carthaginians, who hard, with in- 
credible expedition, refitted their old veffels, and built a 
good number of new gallics, met the Roman fleet off 
Cape Hcrmea, or Cape Mercury, and gave them battle j 
in which the lofs they fuftained was much greater than ^heCar*' 
thr. advantage they had gained over ReguJ^s. A hundred timginiant 
and four of their (hips were" fenk, thirty taken, and fif- defeat^ 
teen thonfand of their foldiers br rowers killed in the ac- 
tion. After this battle, the Romans purfued their courfe 
to Clupea, where they bad no fooner landed, than they 
were attacked by the Carthaginian army, under the com- 
mand of the two Hannos, father and fon. But, as the 
bt'ave Lacedsemonian was no longer with them, notwith- 
ftanding the new difcipline he had eftablifhed. they were 
routed at the firft onfet, in which they loft nine thoufand 
men. 

After thefc two glorious vi&ories, the one by fea, and 
the other by land, the Romans found themfclvcs obliged, 
for want of provifioni^ xo drop their African expedition, 

B b a and 
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attd to cvJCD^te both Clupta and Utica, ^ In their way 
horiie they were defirous of fignalizing the end of their 
cotifulate by fome important conqftefts on the coaft of 
Sicily, where fome cities ftill adhered to the CnrthagU' 
nians- They thought the fuddeti appearance of a vi£lo- 
rious fleet, with a formidable army, would awe thern^in- 
to ful^tlion. Inftead, thereforci of returning home, 
they ftcered their courfe to the northern coaft of Sicily, 
contrary to the opinion of all the pilots in the fleet, who 
advifed them, as the fcafon was far advanced, to fail 
ftrait for Italy. Their obftinacy proved the deftrui5lion 
of the fleets for a more violent norm arifing than had 
been known in the memory of man, the fleet was almoft 
entirely cleftioyed: of three hundred and feventy veffels, 
which compofed it, eighty only efcaped fhipwreck, the 
reft being either fwallowed by the fea, olpf daflied againft 
the ftiore. This was by far the greateft lofs Rome had 
ever fuftained for, belides the great numbfer of Ihips 
that were caft away with their crews, a numerous army 
was deftroyed, with all the riches of Africa, which had 
been by Regulus ama^d, and depofited in Clupea. The 
whole coaft from Pachinum to Camerina was covered 
with dead bodies, and ftrewn with the wrecks of the 
{hips : infomuch that hiftory can fcatee afford an example 
of the like dreadful difafter. The Romans, on this oc- 
cafiort, experienced the conftaill friendfhip of king Hiero, 
who fupplied fuch as efcaped the common calamity, with 
cloaths* proviflons, and {hips to convey them to Meffana» 
This misfortune, however, was not imputed to che con- 
fuls, who Vvere continued each in the command of an 
army^for ttic next year, with the title of proconful. The 
new confuls were Cn. Cornelius Aflna, and A. Attilius 
CalatimiS- Th^former had^bfeen trcacheroufly taken pri- 
foner by Hanno, the Catld|i;ighiian, as we have related 
al^ve, and kept in captivity till th-c firft defeent of the 
Rdhftans in Africa, when he was delivered from flavery, 
during which he had been obliged to drive a plough 
The Carthaginians, upon advice of the misfortune 
which had befallen the Romans, renewed the war -in Si- 
cily, hoping the whole ifland, which was now left dei». 
fdiicelefs, would foonfall into their hands. But the Ro-' 
mans having, in the fpace of three months, launched an 
hundred and twenty new gallies, which, with the old 
ones that were refitted, made a fleet of two hundred and 
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fifty fail, the cofifuls and proconfuls were ordered to pafs 
.over into Sicily, the former to command at fea, and the 
latter by land* As they befieged only maritime cities, 
they a£ted jointly, the land farces inverting them on one 
fide, and the fleet on the other. Their firlt attempt was 
on the city of Cephaloedium, on the north coaft, not far 
from the mouth of the Himera, which was betrayed to 
them fome of the inhabitants. From thence they fail- 
ed to Panormus. the capital of the Carthaginian domi- 
nions in Sicily; and, having feized the port, fummoned 
the town to furrender. The inhabitants and garrifon be- 
ing determined to fuftain a fiege, the confuls lantlcd their 
troops, and began to batter the walls with their engines, 
by Which a tower rtanding near the fea was ruined. At 
this breach the Romans entered, and made themfelves 
mailers of the quarter called the New City, thofe who 
- defended it retiring into the Old^City, whither they car- 
ried terror and famine ; fo that the inhabitants foon fent 
a deputation to the confuls, offering to furrender, upon 
condition that their lives, liberties, and effe£ls, were 
jfpared. Tlie confuls, not ignorant of the extremity to 
which they were reduced, would not even grant them 
their lives and liberties, uiilefs they were ranfomed. The 
unhappy people were obliged^ to fubmit, and forty thcni- 
fand paid two min^£ each for their ranfom. Thofe who 
could no^ advance that fum, were made flaves, to the 
number of thirty thoufand, aiid fold. After this con^ 
quert, the confuls failed to Rome ; but in their paflage 
the transports, on which they had embarked the money 
and fpoils brought from Panormus, were taken by the Car^ 
thaginiah fleet 'J. The entered Rome in tri- 

umph, for the vi£lory gaine^PP^r the Carthaginians at 
fea during their confulate. 

The confuls for the new year, Cn. Servilius Cxpio, and 
C. Sempronius Blsefus, with a fleet of two hundred and 
fixty gallies, failed for Sicily, and appcatedxtflF Lilybsum ; 
but finding this place too ftrong for theifl'to attempt the 
fi^e flf it, they fleered from thence to the eaftern coaft 
oi Africa, where they made fcvcral defeents, furprifed 
fome cities, and plundered feveral towns and villages. 
As they returned with the Ipoilg of that rich Country, 
they narrowly efcaped lofing their whole fleet on the flats 
of the Lcffer Syrtis, near the ifland of the Lotophagi ; 
urherc, by coafting tod near the fhore, their veffels ground-** 

1 Polyb* libt it cap. 39- Diod, Sici in Excerpt# 
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cr!^ and (luck on. the fand-banks, till the flood brought 
them off again ; and then they made away fo faft, that 
the Afi leans took their departure for a flight. T^ey ar^ 
rived fafe at Panormus, and from thence, after a few days, 
fet fail for Italy, having a fair wind till they came off 
cape Palinurus, where To violent a ftorm overtook them, 
that an hundred and fixty of their gallies, and a great 
number of their tranfports, were loft. The republic con- 
fi dering the two teinpefts which had deftroyed her two 
fleets, as a declaration of the gods ^gaifift her deGgil of 
depriving the Carthaginians of the empire of the fea, 
made a decree, that for the future no more than fifty 
vefl'cls ftiould be equipped ; and that thefc fliould be em- 
ployed in guarding the coaft of Italy, and tranfporting 
troops into Sicily. The proconful Cornelius commanded, 
this campaign, the land-forces in Sicily; and, though hi- 
ftorians give us no account of his exploits, there is no* 
room to doubt but they were very confiderable, fince he 
was, on his return to Ronae, decreed a triumph, as was 
alfo the conful Sempronius Blaefus. 

C. Aurelius Cotta, and P. Servilius Gepfiinus, being 
the enfuing year raifed to the confulatc, pafled into Sicily, 
to command the land-forces there, and made themfelves 
piafters of Himera, a city at the mouth of a river bearing 
the fame name. Aurelius, animated with this conqueft, 
which put his republic in poflefliDn of a fruitful territory, 
formed a defign upon the iDand andxity of Lipara ; and, 
being fupplied with fliips by that faithful friend to the 
republic, king Hiero, he tranfported fome pf his ichofen 
troops into the ifland, and fat down before Lipara, the 
metropolis : but, being feized With fome unaccountable 
fcruplc touching the aufpfces, be returned to Mcflana, to 
confult the auguries anew. During his abfence, Q^Caffius, 
and P Aurelius Pecuniola, bis relation, both legionary tri- 
bunes, being^ntrufted with the command of tfie army, at- 
tacked the city, contrary to theirgeneral’s exprefs command., 
The bcGeged inadc fo vigorous a fally, that they repulfed 
the aggreflfers, and, purfuing them with gr^at fpirit, 
burnt their palifades, and made an attempt upon their 
pamp. When the conful returned, he deprived Caflius 
pf his employment^ and reduced Aurelius, after ordering 
bim to be fcourged, to the ftate of a private foldier, ob-* 
liging him to undergo the drudgeries of a common cenr 
jdncl. After having made thefe examples, the conful apr 
plied hirnfelf wholly to the fiege of the place, took it by. 
' . affaulti 
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alTault, and put almofl all the inhabitants to the fword ^ 
The confuh having finilhed this coiiquellj returned to iSl- 
cily; and, with an army of forty thoufand foot, and a 
thoufand horfe, laid fiege to Ereta ; but as foon as the 
Carthaginian army appeared, they abandoned the enter- 
prize. 

This year a plebeian, Tib. Coruncaiiius, by fome un- 
known revolution, was tjiifed to the dignity of pontifex 
maxitnus. As he was a man gf eminent probity, he con- 
curred with thf cqnful Aurelius, and the cenfore, to pu- 
jiilh thofe who negjefted the worfliip of the gods, led ir- 
regular lives, or tranfgrefled the laws of military difei- 
pline. Thirteen fenators were ignominioufly ftruck off 
the lift ; and, at the motion of Aurelius, four hundred 
knighu, who had refufed to obey his orders in the ifland 
of Lipara, were degraded. Aurelius, who had taken Hi- 
mera and Lipara, was honoured with a triumph, which 
he obtained on the ides of April *. By a cenfus taken 
this year, there appeared to be in Rome two hundred and 
ninety-feven thoufand feven hundred and ninety-feven men 
fit to bear arms. The Carthaginians feeing themfelves 
now matters of the fea, and their hopes of reconquering 
Sicily encreaCng in proportion as they found their rivals 
reduced to adt upon the defenfive, they began tp make 
new levies in Africa, to hire troops in Gaul, and Spain, 
and. to equip a new fleet- But their treafurcs being ex- 
haufted, they fent an erabafly to Ptolemy, king of Lgypt» 
intreating him to lend them two thoufand talents. ' That 
prince, being refolved to ftand neuter, refufed to aflift 
them againtt the Romans, telling them, that he cnuUl not, 
without breach of fidelity, affitt one friend againft an- 
other However, the Carthaginian republic made an 
cflbrt, and, eierting herfelf, equipped a fleet of two hun- 
dred fail, and raifed an army of thirty thoufand men, and 
a hundred and forty elephants, appointing Afdrubal com- 
mander in chief both of the fleet and army. 

While Carthage was employed in making thefc great 
preparations. Home raifed L. Cxcilius Metellus, and C. 
Furius Pacilus, to the confulate. They went into Sicily, 
and there adled upon the defenfive, purfuant to their in- 
ftruftions from the fenate. Though the epnfeript fathers 
approved of the obedience of their generals, yet they be- 
gan to reflefb, that fo much caution and circumfpeftion 
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dlfhonoured the commanders, and greatlyiabatcd the con-i 
rage of the foWiefs. . They refumcd, therefore, their 
former vigour, and, forgctting^thcir (bipwreclsa, refolved / 
to put a new fleet to .fea, there being no' other meatis to 
preferve Sicily. While the vefleU were building, the co^ 
rnitia chofe two confuls, who Were both men of valour 
and experience ; namely, L. Manlius Vulfo, and C.. At- 
tilius Kegulus, coufin-gcrman to the famous captive. The 
late conful Furius Was Sicily; but bis col- 

league Metelius continued there,, with the title of pro- 
coiiful, to oppofe the army under the command of Afi^ru- 
bal. Metelius, who was an able commander, being al- 
lowed by the fenate to aft according to his own judgment, 
foon recovered the former reputation of the Romans in 
Sicily ; for, by pretending fear, he drew Afdrubal into 
a difadvantageous fituation, near Panormus ; then gave 
him a terrible overthrow^ and obtained one of the moft 
fignal viftories mentioned in theRoman hiftory. Twenty 
thoufand of the enemy w^ere hilled, and many elephants v 
of thefe latter a great number were alfo taken, and fent 
afterwards to Rome, where they fwelled the pomp of the 
conqueror’s triumph. Afdrubal fled to Lilybsum, which 
he reached with great difficulty ; and the proconful, hav- 
ing no more epemiesto contend with in the field, return- 
ed to Rome, which he entered in triumph on the feventh 
of the ides of Septen^ert The Romans had never feen 
a more magnificent entry. The elephants, to the num- 
ber of a hundred and four, mwbed through the city in 
proceffion. The air rung. with acclamations at the fight 
of thofe animals, and of the great number of prifoner^ 
in cli^ins, among whom were thirteen officers of diftinc- 
tion. The Romans having refolved never to make ufe of 
elephants in war, they ottered them to be hunted, and 
put to death in the circus, by their athletse, or wreftlers ; 
fo that the peeople were at the fame time diverted^ 
and taught to defpife thc animals they had hitherto fa 
much dreaded. As for the unhappy Afdrubal, he was 
tnrtdemncd in his abfence, and oh his return home cru- 
cified, one misfortune obliterated the remeitibrance of 
bis tharty former important fervicec 

The confuls, with the new fleet of two hundred and 
forty galleys, ^nd fixty fmallcr vc^el^, paffing over into 
fjicily, refolved to furpafs, if poffiblc, then predecelfor 
Metelius, and tp drive the Carthaginians quite out of the 

« ^n. lib, vUi.^Hp. 14., Pdjfb. ♦'r43' cjp. 9, 

, . ^ • ifland^ 



The Roman Hiftary. ^77 

ifhnd. With this view they^ laid fiege to Lilyhseunij a Lilybaum 
city deemed impregnable, and the only place of retreat 
xfor the Carthaginian armies. But Lilyb^eiim proved a fe- 
cond Troy; the fiege lafted ten years, the forces of the 
t^O republics being exhaufted within and without the 
walls of one fingk city. The people of Carthage, upoji 
the news of this enterprize, were fo difeouraged, that they 
began to think of a peace. The war had already hilled 
fourteen years; they had loft their beft commanders; 
their elephants had" been taken from them ; their fleets 
had been deftroyed aS faft as they had put them to fea ; 
their finances were as much exhaufted as their armies 
were dlminiflied ; the only towns they had now left in 
Sicily were Lilybaeum and Drepanum, the one invelled, 
and the other expofed to the infults of the enemy’s new 
fleet. Thefe confiderations induced them to think of 
ending fo deftruilive a war by a fpcedy peace. With The Car. 
this view they began to foften the rigours of Rcgnlus’s 
confinement, and endeavoured to engage him to go to 
Rome with their ambaftadors, and ufe his intcreft there to treat of 
to bring about a peace upon moderate terms, or at leaft a peace, 
an exchange of prifoners. Regulus obeyed, and em- 
barked for Rome, after having bound himfclf by a folemii 
oath to return to his chains, if the negotiation did not 
fucceed. The Carthaginian (hip arrived fafe in Italy ; but 
when Regulus came to the gates of the city, he refufedrto 
enter. ' My misfortunes (faid he), have made me a flavc 
tofha Carthaginians ; I am no longer a Roman citizen 3 
the fenate always gives audience to foreigners without the 
gates.” His wife Marcia went to meet him, and pre- 
fented to him his two young children ; hut he only caft^ 
ing a kind of wile! look on them, fixed his eyes on the 
ground, as if he i^ifa ght himfelf unworthy of the em- 
Draces of his wife, and the. carefles of his children. When 
the fenators aflcmhled in the fubuths, he was introduced 
to them by the Carthaginian ambalJadOrs, and together 
with them made the two propofals with which he was 
charged: Confeript fathers (faid he), being now a 

flave to the Carthaginians, I am come on the part of my 
mafters to treat with you concerning a peace, and an ex- 
change of prifoners.” Having uttered thefe words, he 
would have withdrawn with the ambafladors, who were 
not allowed to be prefent at the deliberations aud dif- 
putes of the conic rip t fathers. In vain the fenate prefled 
him to ftay, and give his opinion as an old fenator atid 
popful. H? refufp4 to, continue in the affcmblyi 
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African mailers ordered him to comply : then the Jllullri- 
ous Have took his place among the fathers j but continuetl 
filent with his eyes fixed on the ground, while the more 
ancient fenators fpoke. 

When it came to his turn to deliver his opinion, he 
fpoke to this clfe£l ; Though I am a Have at Carthage, 
yet I am free at Rome, and will therefore declare my 
fentimcnts with freedom. Romans, it is not for your in- 
tercft cither to grant the Carthaginians a peace, or to 
make an exchange of prifoners with them. Carthage is 
extremely exhaulled ; and the only reafon why Ihe fues 
for peace, is, becaufe (he is not in a condition to conti- 
nue the war. You have been vanquilhed but once, and 
that by my fault ; a fault which Metellus has repaired by 
a fignal viftory. The Carthaginians have been fo often 
overcome, that they have not the courage t6 look a Ro- 
man in the face. Your allies continue peaceable, and 
ferve you with zeal. Your enemy’s troops confift only of 
mercenaries, who have lio other lie but that of interell, 
and will foon be difobliged by the republic they ferve, 
Carthage being already quite dellitute of money to pay 
them. No, Romans ; a peace with Carthage docs not 
fuit your interell, confidering the conditions to which the 
Carthaginians arc reduced- I therefore advife you to 
purfue the war with greater vigour than ever. As for 
the exchange of prifoners, you nave among the Cartha- 
ginian captives feveral officers of dillinflion, who are 
young, and may one day command the enemy’s armies : 
but, as for me, I am advanced in years, and my misfor- 
tunes have made me ufelcfs. BeGdes, what can you cxt 
pe6l from foldiers who have been vanquilhed, and mad^ 
Haves ^ Such men, like timorous that have efcaped 
the hunter’s toils, will ever be upbn the alarm, and ready 
to fly.” The fenate, greatly affefted by his difinterellcd- 
nefs, magnanimity, apd contempt of life, would willingly 
have pieferved him, and continued the war in Africa. 
Some were of opinion, that in Rome he was not obliged 
to keep an oath which had been extorted from him in 
an enemy’s country. The pontifex maximus himfelf, be- 
hig confulted in the cafe, declared, that Regulus might 
continue at Rome without being guilty of perjury. The 
noble captive,' highly .offended at this decifion, as if 
his honour and courage were called in queilion, declared 
to the fenate, who trembled to hear him fpcak, that he 
well knew what torments were referved for him at Car- 
thage; but that he had fo much pf the {rue fpirit of a 

Roman, 
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Romatti as to dread lefs the tortures of a cruel rack than 
, the fhamc of a diflionourable action, which would follow 
him to his grave. It is my duty (faid he), ro return to 
Carthage. Let the gods take care of the reft.” This in- 
trepidity rendered the fenate ftill more defirous of faving 
fuch a hero. All jneans were ufed to prevail upon him to 
flay, both by the people and fenate. He would not even 
fee his wife Marcia, nor fuffcr his young children to take 
their leave of him. Amidft the lamentations and tears of 
the whole city, he embarked with the Carthaginian am- 
baffadors, to return to the place of his flavery, with as 
ferene and chearful a countenance as if he had been go- 
ing to a country-feat for his diverfion. The Carthagi- 
nians were fo enraged againft him, that they invented 
new torments to fatisfy their revenue. Firft, they cut oft* 
his eye-lids, keeping him for a while in a dark dungeon, 
and then bringing him out, and expofing him to the fun 
at noon-day. Tl^en tliey fliut him up in a kind of cheft 
ftuck with nails, having their points inwards, fo that he 
could neither fit nor leari witjjout great torment ; and 
there they fuffered him to die with hunger, anguifli, and 
want of fleep ^ (I). 


V Appian. in Punic. Val. Max. lib.i. cap<i< St lib. ix. cap. i. 
Cic. deOffic. lib. ii. A. Gel. Nobles Atticee, dec. Liv. £pit, cap. i8. 


(I) It is fomewhat ftrange, 
that Hoffman fhould look upon 
a faft, attelhed by a cloud of 
credible witneffes, as a fable. 
It is true, that Polybius, in 
other cafes a mod exa£t hifto- 
rian, does not mention the 
cruel dearh of Regulus. But 
IS thcfilence of a firtgic author, 
|vho is wholly taken up in de- 
scribing battles and fieges, fuf- 
jficient to weigh down the ex- 

{ refs teftimonies of Cicero, 
iivy, Appian, Zonaras, Vale- 
rius Maximus, and efpecially 
pfTuditanus, who lived in the 
fame age with Polybius ? All 
thefe writers agree, that Rc- 
^ulus died in the xnidft of ez- 


quifite torments; though it 
muft be owned, that they re- 
late the circumdancei of his 
death very differently: fomc 
fay, that he was crucified; 
others, that he died of the 
miferies of a long imprifon- 
ment: but the common opinion 
ia that which have infefted 
in the text. Regulus was not 
the only perfon the Cartha- 
ginians facrificed td their re- 
venge. Valerius Maximus tells 
us, that, with unparalleled cru- 
elty, they cruftied great num- 
bers of the Roman prifoners to 
death with the weight of the 
gallies that were upon the 
uocki* 


Returns Its 
Carthage^ 
and is put 
to a trutl 
death. 
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SECT. II. 

From the Death »f Re^ulus to the taking of Si^untum 
by the Carthaginians. 

■ll^HEN the news of the cruelties mfli£led upon Regu- 
'lus reached Rome, the fenate, by way of retaliation, 
gave up the chief of the Carthaginlai? captives to the re- 
venge of Marcia, the wife of Regulus; who, venting her 
rage upon thofe unhappy wretches, caufed them to be 
fhut up two and two in great chefts thick (luck with nails, 
and there to fuffer the fame torments which her hulband 
had endured at Carthage. Boilar died the fifth day ; but 
Hamilcar, notwithftanding the ftench and corruption of 
the dead body of his companion, lived ten days, having 
as much food allowed him as was fufficient to prolong 
his life in mifery. At length the fenate put a ftop to 
this cruel ufage, and commanded ©oftar’s aihes to be fent 
home, and the reft of ^e prifgners, who had furvived 
th^ir tortures, to be ufed with more humanity \ 

In the mean time the two confuls, Manlius and Atti- 
lius, carried on the fiege of Lilybseum with great vigour- 
Himilco, a general of great experience, and perfonal va- 
lour, commanded in the place, which was ftrong both by 
nature and art, and defended by a yery QUin^;^U5 garrifon* 
con filling of ten thoufand mercenary Gauls and Greeks, 
befides a prodigious number of Caitbaginian and African 
troops. The confuls divided the attacks between them, 
the one invefting the city on the land fide, the other 
blocking it up by Tea. Their camps had a communication 
by a deep ditch, covered with a rampart and a wall, fo 
that ihey cov^ld mutually afiift each other. The firft at- 
tack was made at the point of Cape Lilybaeum, where 
were feven towers, which had a communication with 
each other, and reached in a direft line to the town. 
Thefe towers being taken one after. another^ the f oufuls ' 
prepared to ^tter tfie wall of the city -, hut were obliged 
firft to fill up a ditch fixty cubits broad, luid forty deep, 
in order to briivg tlieir m^chiites up to the wall. This 
proved a laborious work, the befieged drawing up the 
earth into the cities bvj^tain engines, as fall as the be^ 
fiefgers threw it into ditch. But the Romans, by the 

* Diod. Sic. lib. xxlv, A. Gel lib* vi cap. 4. 
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fuperlor number of their workmen, gained their point. 

Then Himilco, with incredible expedition, thre^ up a 
rampart, and built a new wall to cover that of the city. 

The Romans endeavoured to undermine it j but the ene- 
my attacked the Roman miners under-ground, and pre- 

1 rented them from carrying on their operations. The be- 
jeged, however, were much reduced, numbers being 
killed in th^ faljies they made, and the reft harralTed in 
defending the works againft two confular armies. The 
town muft have foon fallen into the enemy’s hands, had it 
not received a fcafohable reinforcement. The Romans 
had ftiut up the port fo clofely, that Himilco could not 
find means to acq^nt the fenate of Carthage with the 
condition to which^Bc^as reduced. Neverthelefs, it was 
concluded, that, after fo long a fiege, the plaOe muft 
want both men and provifions: a fupply was therefore 
decreed of provifiOns, and as many men as could be tran- 
fported in a fquadron of fifty gallies ; which were accord- 
ingly difpatchcd under the command of Hannibal, the fon 
of Hamilcar. That brave commander, arriving fafe at 
the ifland of -ffigufa, fheltered himfelf there, waiting for 
a proper time to force his way through the enemy’s fleet, 
which Iny at the mouth of the harbour. As foon as a The be/iegm 
brifle fouth wind blew, he crouded all his fails, ordered receive 
all his rowers to ply their oars, palfed through the midft 
of the Roman fleet, and arrived fafe in the port with a fe- 
inforcement of tenthoufand men, and a great quantity of 
provifions. The fudden appearance of the African fquad- 
ron, and the fear of being forced into the port with the 
enemy by the violence of the wind, prevented the Ro- 
mans from' attacking Hannibal ;To that be got into Lily- 
bsenm without the lofs of a man. Himilco, encouraged 
by this reinforcement, made the next day a brilk fally at 
tlie head of twenty thoufand men, in hopes of deftroying 
ihe" engines of the Romans. Never was aftion carried 
on with more bravery, but the befieged were repulfed with 
great lofs, without being able to fet fire to the engines, 
as they intended ^ . 

The night after this obftinate aftion, Hannibal, finding 
himfelf to be of no ufein Lilyb^um, put the Carthaginian 
cavalry on board his gallies, failed boldly through the Ro- 
man fleet, and got Me to Drepanum, whence he made 
incurfions into the territories of the allies of the Romans, 
and intercepted the provifions which were defigned for 


the 


r Folyb. lib. i. cap. ^5. Diod. Sic. ibid* 
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thc^ conful^ armies. This condufi: occaiionetl a gr^at 
fcarcity in the two camps, which obliged one of the con^ 
fuls to retire with his two legions from the reft of the 
army* In the mean time his colleague endeavoured to 
fhut up the harbour with a bar made of ftrong beams, 
faftened together with iron braces : but this work wa^ 
foon deftroyed by the winds, and ftrong currents- How- 
ever, the report being fpread at Carthage, that the har- 
bour was fhut up, no veflel would venture out for fome 
time, to bring them from Lilybaeum an account of the 
(iege. At length a Rhodian, by name HannibaJ, under^^ 
took to enter the harbour, and bring them intelligence 
how their affairs ftood in that qustiter. He accordingly 
put to Tea, and, getting fafe to one of thofe iilands which 
lie oppofite to Lilybaeum, the next morning, with a fair 
wind, and a frefh gale, he paffed through the enemy’s 
fleet, and, to their great furprizc, entered the port. The 
conful gave llridf orders td have a more careful eye on the 
entrance of the haven, and ordered ten of his lighteft 
veflels to be placed there, with their oars, like fo many 
wings, difplayed, and ready to fly after the prey they ex-i 
pefted. The R-hodian, depending upon his Ikill in fea- 
afFairs, and the lightnefs of his veffel, not only efcaped 
fafely, but in contempt of the Romans, who purfued 
him, would often lie upon his oars, till they got near 
him, and then row quite round their veflels. , He thus 
pafled and repafted feveral times, carrying to Carthage an 
account of the fiege, and to Lilyb?eum the orders of the 
fenate. The fuccefsful temerity of the Rhodian encou- 
raged feveral Carthaginians to make the like attempt; 
but one of thefe adventurers, lefs fkilful than Hannibal in 
the knowlege of the currents between the rocks and the 
flats, grounded, and was taken by the Romans. The con- 
ful immediately put on board this light galley the beft 
crew he had, and waited with impatience for a frefh in- 
fult from the Rhodian. It was not long before that ad- 
venturer entered the port again in the night, according to 
his cuftom ; and was preparing to fail out in broad day, 
not knowing that the Romans were now mafters of a gal- 
ley which was as good a failcr as his own. He weighed 
anchor with great confidence, and failed out of the port 
in fight of the enemy’s fleet ; but was greatly furprifed to 
fee the Romans purfue him clofe, and at length come up 
with him, notwithftanding the lightnefs of his veffel- 
Aftcr an obllinate refiftance, the Rhodian veflel was 
boarded, and taken with all her crew. The Romans, be- 
ing 



The Roman Hijtory. 385 

ing now in poffefllon of two light gallics, Ihut up the port 
fo effeclually, that no Carthaginian ever after attempted 
to enter it ^ 

' The befieged were not difeouraged by being, deprived 
of this advantage j they refifted two general attacks of ihe 
befiegers, and obliged them to retire with great flaughter, 
after they had got polTeflion.of the firft rampart. The 
advantage they gained in thefe attacks was followed by 
another, which had like to have reduced the Romans to 
defpair. A fudden ftorm arifing, and the wind blowing 
from the land with fuch violence, as almofl to overturn 
the machines of the Romans, the Carthaginians, by the 
advice of fome mercenary Greeks in .their fervice, took 
advantage of this accident, and Tallying out, fet fire to the 
galleries, platforms, towers, and baliftae, of the befiegers. 

As the ftorm blew full in the faces of the Romans, they worlj 
were fo blinded with the fihoke, that they could only 
throw their darts at a venture, while the flame, which 
fpread very faft, gave light to the enemy. The boafted ^ ^ 
conftancy of the Romans would not have been able to 
bear up under this terrible difafter, had not their generous 
friend Hiero raifed their drooping fpirits, by fending ^ 
them convoys of provifions, and exhorting them not to 
abandon the enterprize. 

After this fhock, the conful, finding himfelf not in a ^he fiegt 
condition to take Lilybieum by force,’ turned the prge turned int9 
into a blockade. AtR.ome the news of this difafter made ^ bhebade^ 
different impreflions on the people and the fenate. Ten 
thoufand of the people, entering into an affociation to 
ferve in the army before Lilyb^eum, paffed over to Mef- 
fana, and from thence marched on foot to the Roman 
camp. In the fenate many were for concluding a peace ; 
and the difpute rofe to fuch a height, that from words 
they came to blows, and one fenator was killed for appear- 
ing too zealous for a peace. The next year, when P. 

Claudius Fulcher, and L. Junius Pullus, were confuls, 
proved ftill more unfortunate for Rome. The former, 
who had the command of the land-forces, and inherited 
all the pride and ralhiicfs of the Claudian family, no fooner 
arrived at the camp than he began to defame his prede- 
cefibrs, and reproach the foldiery with indolence and 
cowardice. Though he had but little knowlege it) the 
art of war, his temper put him upon projeits which re- 
quired great (kill in military affairs i ftnd he was too 

2 Pi>lyb, libi i. cap. 45^^16. Diod, Sicuh ibidi Zonar. lib, viiip 
cap. 15. 

proud 
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pfoud to take advice. He had fcarce affiimed tke tbfn^ 
mand of the army, when, without confulting the other 
officers, he formed a defign of furprifing Drepaniim, 
where Adherbal, an able caj)tain, commanded for the 
Carthaginians. With this view he put to fea in the night, 
wdth a Heet of a hundred and twenty gallies that lay be-^ 
fore Lilybaeum, having on board the flower of his land-^ 
forces. Adherbal was. furprifed, when, at break of day, 
he difeovered the enemy’s fleet but recollcdling, that if 
he fuffered the harbour lobe blocked up, he muft endure 
all the calamities incident to a fiege, he refolved to ven- 
ture an engagement. He therefore failed out of the port 
with a fquadron of ninety gallies, and concealed himfclf 
behind rocks till the Roman fleet began to enter the mouth 
of the haven. He then appeared, and, falling upon the 
enemy’s fquadron before they could form in line of battle, 
pat them into great confuflon. All the Roman officers 
advifed Claudius to return to their former ftatioh before 
Lilybseum ; but he being obftinately bent upon engaging, 
tacked about, and with theutmoft difficulty drew up in a 
line of battle along ffiore, in fuch a difadvantageous fitua- 
• tioti, that, in cafe of being obliged to give way, his veflels 
could not efcape perlffiing among the rocks. Notwith- 
ftanding this difadvantage, Claudius perfifted in his for- 
mer deiign of engaging the enemy, not only contrary to 
the opinion of his officers, but in defiance of the aufpices, 
which it was then thought highly impib^ to defpife ; for, 
when the facred chickens were confultWln his prefence, 
and refufed to feed, he threw them, coop and all, into the 
fea: If they will noteat, let them drink,” faid he; not 

reflecting, that fuch a contempt of religion would dif- 
Yr oF FI. L'ourage his troops. Indeed the Romans feemed to have 
ziii, loft their courage in the action which enfued ; they made 
Ante Cbr. but a faint refiftance, and fuffered themfelvcs to be board- 
ed by the enemy, and driven either upon the ffiore or 
againft the rocks. Claudius, who had been fo forward 
Claudius hazard a battle, no fooner faw the vidfory incline to 
deftated by AdherbaTs fide, than he retired as faft as he could with 
the Car- thirty gallies, leaving the reft to ftruggle with the waves, 
thdginians. rocks, and the enemy. The Romans loft ninety gal- 
lies in this ill-condudlcd adlioti. Eight thoufand of their 
^ men were either killed or drowned, and twenty thoufand 
taken and Cent prifoners to Carthage. The Carthaginians 
gained this fignal vidtory without lofing a^fingle man, or 



ievfi fi( fajal a£liop no £094)^ r^ajijlied ^oOaipi 
th^^ ChudaMs w0 rei;alle:dtj and ordered tp name a cUd:^- 
. tor. The|)TOudcQnful, \o mfyU t^ fpft^€,^^nd in dpri^ 
feq.n of the lw.5i nomii^t^d tP ill# iCypreme^dign 
nf ,hi^ nanu^ iSilaudidf telycias, a man ofthd 

naea^il pf the people, h^d no -ptlier office in the 
eitjTibnt that of viatpr, pr tiRftaS^i to Claudius, during his 
eontulate. This pnihafonaj^i^ jeft provoked all orders o^ 
nien againft CUudiua* The mock-didlator yr^s forced to 
abdicate i/^bpt .the fooate aUpVs^ed him to wear the rotje 
bordered ‘ with purple, ^allc,d pr;^te^u, in the theatre 
andsdtTCua, for the rej^ ^pf hi? life, for having refigned 
bis diiSla^rlhip with a gpod grace* M, Attilius Lala- 
Ijn^a i(in:Geed(;d ihMPi wh^ appointed the famous Cseci- 
liua {MetpUu? general ,pf the borfe- Claudius was, after Claudius 
his depoGtioh,. trkd ibejbte the people for his mifde- dep^fed 
jneanors* .Some 'sytkex^ fay bo was condemned} others 
affirm, that the people We« prevented from condernning 
him, and driven the forum, by a fudden ftorm, 

.which they Ipoked iytpop as aitacit abfolution given him 
by the gods, and thhtefpre did npt call him to judgment 
again ^ Sutjbhia has .the air of a fable, intended to wipe 
oW the flain from the Claudian farniljr, which was in 
great power at Home. Folybiu? fays be was tried, and 
fubjedlcd to a very rigorous fcntencc 

The>other confiil, luaius Pullus, failed whh a, fleet of Theconful 
a hundred and tw^ty gallics, and eight hundred oftier 
i^effels, to Syracufc, in order to , take in prpvi(ions there 
for the camp before. Idlyb^um, From Sfracufe he fpnt 
/the qu^ftors before him, with a iquadron, to fapply the 
-prefent wants of the army, while he followed with jjhe 
reil.Of ^tbe fleet. ' Adhcrbal^ who carefully watched all 
the motions of the ilom^ fleet, no flooner heard that the 
ccHiCul *was^t.fea, than he detached, G#irthalo from 
panum with a hundred galUes, ordering him to cruife off 
•Heraclca, and. there wait for ,thefipman sfl^etand cpii* 
vojrs. Receiving intelligence that the Roman fqua$hqii 
appeared at feme' diftance, he prepaiicd \p engage theth» 
proraiiing himfelf ,a fare .victory The .qujeftora, 

£dciU of iheir Qwni'ffccength, ^ihcltcacd them WPng 
certainjoebs near^hintia, a cUy fubjcA ,tp *|be.Romaf)^i 
,whece CarthalQ pttaoked iheuiif ibiftw^s.npt attejaded wi^h 
the fuccfiCs be efpefted, «the iiomans .dt^dJpg .theii* 

• 

b Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. ii. 8c de Dirin. Vali Max« lib. viii. cap. 

K Polyb.Jib, i. c|pi ^ 1 . 
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^efTcU baliflae, and other engines, which they had 
brought from the town, and planted on the (ho re j fo that 
Carthalo, a/tcr having taken only a few tranfports, retired, 
to a harbour in a neighbouring river, where he came to an 
anchor, and kept a vigilant eye on the motions of the Ro- 
man fleet. While he was thus waiting for the quxflofs, 
he was informed, by the vciTcls he had fent out to make 
difeoverics, that the conful Junius had, Math a numerous 
fleet, doubled cape Pachynum, and was fleering hiscourfe 
for Lilybaium. Upon this important intelligence, he im- 
mediately wleighcd anchor, refolving to give the conful 
battle, before he could join' the quzeflor’s fquadron. He 
crouded all the fail he could, and came in fight of the 
confurs fleet oflF Canierina* But Junius, not caring to 
hazard a battle, flood in fhore, and took fanfluary among 
the rocks that w'ere next at hand, thinking it more advife- 
ableto run feme hazard, than expofb, by the lofs of the 
fleet, which might be the confequence of a battle, the 
land-forces to the mercy of the enemy. Carthalo forbore 
attacking them in fo dangerous a poll ; but, retiring to a 
place between. the two fleets, carefully obferved their mo- 
tions. The Carthaginian pilots, who were well fkilled in 
the weather, and acquainted with thofc feas and coafts, 
forefecing by certain figns that a llorm would foon arife, 
advifed Carthalo to weigh anchor, double cape Pachynum, 
an(l fhelter himfelf under the oppoGte fhore. Carthalo 
followed their advice, having with great difficulty doubled 
the cape, and fecured his fleet,- while the Roman fhips 
T'he Ko- were cither daihed agaihfl the rocks. Or driven upon the 
inan fleet coaft. Never was there a more complete fliip wreck. We 
entirely de- are told, that of the conful^s fleet, and the quxilor's fqua- 
■ dron, which confifled of a hundred and twenty gallies, 
and eight hundred tranfports laden with all forts of pro- 
viObns and military flores, not one veffel, nay, not a 
plank was faved Thus Rome was deprived of all her 
naval force, and once more renounced the empire of the 
fca. ;As the Romans, no twirh (landing thefc loflcs, were 
Hill ftronger by land, the blockade of Lilybaeum was con- 
Er^x fur- tinued. The conful Junius, to repair his misfortune, 
pr^hy made an attempt upon Eryx, a place of great fliength, 
the e^ul fituaicd On the declivity of a mountain, bearing the fame 
Jumus, -name, and the higheft in Sicily, except Mount -^na. 

He fucceeded in his attempt, and furprifed the place in 
* the night, by the help of fome fpldiers, who betrayed it 

^Polyb. lib. i. cap. 5^~s6. Piod. in ExCj^pt^ p.88o. 
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to him. To fecure this conquefl;, he built a fort at the 
foot of the mountain, and placed a ga'rrifon in it of eight 
. hundred men. But Carthalo, foon after, made a defeent, 
took the/ort hy affault, and put the garrifon to the fword 
Some writers fay, that Junius was taken prifoner in de- 
fending the place ^ others, that he laid violent hands on 
himfelf, for fear of being condemned at Rome for his 

ill condutf K. 

One of the confuls being dead, and the other depofed, 
the diftator's prefence became necelTary in Sicily. As t/tedr^a^ 
from the foundation of Rome no dictator had appeared 
out of Italy, great things were expe£l:ed from -him : but 
Attilius performed no remarkable exploits. He gained 
fome fmall advantages before Lilyb2Bum, and then return- 
ed to prefide at the eleftions for the enfuing year ; when 
two were promoted to the confulate, who had enjoyed that 
dignity once before, C. Aurelius Cotta, and P. Servilius 
Geminus. The Romans having no fleet, thtf confuls 
were ordered to purfue the fiege of Lilybseum, and to T/ieni'w 
prevent the Carthaginians from carrying fuccours or pro- 
vifions into that place, or into Drepanura. Carthalo ^ 

finding the Romans every-where upon their guard, he sUily, 
endeavoured to draw one of the confuls out of Sicily, by 
making a defcenc upon Italy, and ravaging the provinces 
belonging to the republic'; but upon the firft advice that 
he had landed in Lucania, the prsetor of Rome, putting 
himfelf at the head of an army, which was immediately 
raifed in the city, forced him to re-embark, and return to 
Sicily. And now his mercenary troops began to murmur 
for want of pay, no money having been fent them for 
fome time from Carthage, which was almoft entirely 
exhaufted with fo long and expenfivc a war. To put a 
flop to the mutiny, he punifhed the molt feditious with 
great rigour: fome Were tranfported to defert iflands, and 
left to perilh 5 others were fent to Carthage, and there 
executed. • 

This feverity provoked even thofc who were peace- 
ably inclined, inforAuch that, the rebellion becoming 
general, Carthalo was feafonably recalled, and a com- 
mander fent in his room, who became afterwards fa- Hamilcmr 
mous for his implacable hatred to the Rornans. This 
great man was Hamilcar, furnamed Barcas, the fa- 
ther of the famous Hannibal, the greateft officer Car- 
thage ever produced. Hamilcar, having appeafed the fe- 
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Hitioli ^hich hiB predeccflbthad raifed by hisnnfeafoTisiblfc 
Hlg^bur, failed to Italy, and, more fnccefsful than Cafrthalo, 
laid wafte the territories of the Locriatis and Brutians, 
and returned to Sicily with an immenfc booty. Having 
landed his troops, he encamped on a ftcep rock between 
Panormus arrd Eryx, both belonging to the Romans ; and 
from thenefe incurfions into the lands of the allies 

of Rome, he fo haraffed the confuls, that they could make 
but little progrefs in the fiege df Lilybaeum. Hamilcar's 
campaign wa^ looked upon aft Carthage as a tnaftcrly piece 
bf conduft. He had fuhfifted, in oppofition tefthe utmoft 
efforts of the ’Romans, and at the exp'ence of their allies, 
between two bf thfcir cities, and at a great diftance from 
any plate allied to Carthage, and at the fame time dif- 
concerreri all the meafurcs of the confuls. 

The new confuls, L. Csecilius Metellus, and Fabius 
Ruteo, were both ordered to Sicily ; the fornier, who had 
been torJful once before, and was fo famous for his mag- 
nificent trilimph, was appointed to carry on the lie^e of 
■Lilybaeum, and his colleague to befiege Drepanum. Ha- 
tnilcar, by innumerable failles from his eminence, kept 
both the confuls employed, and by this conduft prevented 
them from gaming any confiderable advantage during the 
‘campaign. He fee'med ^to be every where ; his forefight 
extended to all particulars, and his valour was equal to 
any attempt 

While affairs were in this fituation In Sicily, the Ro- 
mans pilldgcd the coafts of Africa, \rith a fleet built and 
lEKjuipped at the expence of private perforis ; for the re- 
public had kid afide all thoughts of building neW'gallies, 
after the Ioffes ftle had fuftaiOed. However, fhe pafled 
n decree, impowerittg all ber fubjefts to build, equip, 
andartnfhips at their own charges, to pillage the coaft of 
Africa,' and af^y all the pluhi^ErTo their Own ufc. The 
Republic even lent the gallics fhcTiad left to private per- 
fons, with this pro vifo only, that they fhould return them 
dn as good condition is thit in whjch they had received 
them. This fleet of’privateers cortimitted^ great dcvaftations 
oh the cOaftof Africa, entered the port df Hippo, Tet fire 
to thc^fhips^hd boufOS, dhd put to fea again loaded with 
rich booty.. On their rechrn to bidly they met a Cartha- 
ginian fleet carrying pfovifions to Hamilcar, and gained 
a confiderible advantage over it. However, the pride of 
ibc Romans b^ing how in ugood mdlfurc abated by their 

^ Polyb. lib. i. cap. 36, Diodor. Sic. in Excerpt. 
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late misfortunes, they confented at ^aft ta e^cjiange of 
prisoners j and they were exchang4sd man for man. i\s 
the Carthaginians had more captives to redeem than the 
Romans^ the latter received money for the overplus, which 
recruited their exhaufted treafury. The number of the 
Roman citizens appeared, by a cenfus taken this year, 
to be no more than two hundred and fifty-one thoufand 
two hundred and twenty, which was lefs, by eighty-iix 
thoufand five hundred and feventy-five, than the number 
taken at the laft cejiifus ; a very confiderabic diminution, 
which can only be aferibed to the wax 

In the following year M- Otacilius Craflus, and M- 
Fabius Licinus, were created confuls; but they made 
little or no progrefs in the fiege of Lilyhacum, which w’as 
the province allotted to thjam, being daily hafaffed by par- 
ties fenr putagainfl: them by Hamilcar. As they did not 
return before the time of their confulate expired, Tib. Co- 
runcanius was appointed dilator, to prefide at the elec- 
tion of new inagillratcs, when M. Fabius Buteo, and C. 

Attilius Bulbus, were chofen confuls. Inuring the epn- 
fuiate of Otacilius and Fabius, a woman of the firft rank 
was feverely puniftied, for dropping fome words which 
betrayed a want of affeiSion for the public. Claudia, Ciaudia 
the filler of the late Claudius Fulcher, a woman tinQured 
with the vices of her family, returning in a chariot from 
a public fhew, happened to be preifed in the thrpng^. ^ordsa^ 
Thus hampered, fhe exclaimed, in a tranfport of rage ; gainfi ths 
“ I wilh my brother Claudius were alive again, that he 
might rid Rome, as formerly, of the mob, with which 
the city is erquded.” For thefe words fhe was cited by 
the two sediles to appear before the tribes; and, notwith- 
ftanding all the body of the nobility could urge in her 
favour, fhe was forced to appear before the tribunal qf 
the Roman people, ;ind cpndcmned to pay a fine of twenty- 
five thoufand afes of brafs, (that is, eighty pounds fourteen 
(hillings and feven pence) which the *dile hempronius 
.employed in building a little chapel on the hill Aventinu>, 
dedicated to Liberty HamiUar 

The two new confuls had no fooncr entered upon their 
office, than they fet out for Sicily. .The Romans hoped 
to reduce Lilybaeum.hy famine, ajid therefore perfifted in 
carrying on the fiege : but the brave Jiamilcar found 
means to fupply the place with ffeffi provifions by. fea- 
The fame year, the Roman privateers gained a confider- 

1 Zonar. lib, viii. cap. i6. Liv. Epit. lib. xix. ^ Aul. GeL 

lib. X. cap. iS. Val, lib. viii. cap. 1 . 
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able viftory over a Carthaginian fleet, within fight of the 
ifland of itgimur, near Africa ; but were afterwards 
daflied in pieces by a florm, which drove them againft 
the rocks on the coaft of Africa *. 

Notwithftanding all thefe difappointments, the Ro- 
mans continued the fiege of Lilybseum, and difpatched 
their two new confuls, A. Manlius Torquatus and C. 
Ljcmpronius Blxfus, intb LSicily, with orders to ufe their 
utmoft eftbrts againft the place. As it was well fupplied 
with provifions, Hamilcar gave himfelf no farther trou- 
ble about relieving it, or fending in new (lores. He was 
engaged in a defign to recover the city of Eryx, formerly- 
taken by the conful Junius. This was a difficult and 
dangerous enterprize. The city of Eryx flood about the 
middle of the mountain of that name, and was fortified 
by art as well as by nature. The Romans were in pof- 
feflion of the temple of Venus Erycina, on the fummit of 
the mountain, and had a fort at the bottom of it, de- 
fended by a good g-arrifon. But no difficulty could dif- 
courage the Carthaginian general : he fet out from his 
camp in the dead of night, and grinding round the moun- 
tain in a profound filence, arrived undifeovered at the 
gates of the city, which he eafily forced open, and made 
himfelf mafter of the place. All thofe who were found 
under arms he put to the fword, and fent the. reft prifoners 
to Drepanum The war now took another turn : the Ro- 
mans made it their whole bufinefs to difpoflefs Hamilcar 
of this advantageous poll, and the Carthaginian did all 
that lay in his power to maintain himfelf in it. The Ro- 
mans, who Were mailers of a fort at the foot of the 
mountain, bcficged him ; and he, at the Tape time, be- 
fieged the Romafis, who were polled at the top of it, in 
the temple of Venus. 

In this poll, between fwo garrifons of tbe enemy, Ha- 
milcar maintained himfelf, and amufed the Romans, two 
whole years. This diverfion was of great fervice to his 
country \ for, in the mean time, the fiege of Lilybseum 
advanced but llowly, and that of Depranum waJf laifed. 
The new confuls, C, Fundaiiius Fundulu.s and C. Sulpi- 
cius Gallus, endeavoured in vain to drive Hamilcar from 
his poll. The befieged and the befiegers fuffered, each 
in their turn, all tbe miferies of v/ar and famine. No 
day pafled without fome rencounter. Both parties feemed 
inferifible of pains and fatigues, and bore the inconve- 

1 FJor. lib, ii. cap. a. v^Polyb. lib, L cap. le- 
niencies 
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nlcnclcs of hunger and watching, as if their bodies had 
been proof againft pain and hardfliips. -After the confuls 
had, by many ftratagems, attempted in vain to make 
themfelves mafters of the difputed city of Eryx,^ the 
Gauls, who made up the bed part of Hamilcar’s garnfon, 
being exhauded with continual fightingt. and noi^ receiv- 
ing their pay, plotted together to put the place into the 
hands of the Romans : but Hamilcar difeovered and de- 
feated their defign. However, they delivered up to the 
confuls an advanced poll which they guarded, and en- 
tered into their fervice. This is the firft time we read of 
foreign forces in the pay of the republic, whofe armies 
had hitherto confided either of Roman citizens, paid by 
the public, or of Italian allies, maintained by their re** 

fpedivc dates. _ i ' 

But now the fenatc, being convinced that the republic 
could never edablidi her dominion in Sicily, fo long as 
the Carthaginians were maders of the fea, turned their 
thoughts anew to the equipment of a fleet, refolving to ^ 
try fortune a third time, how averfe foever Ihe had hi- 
therto been. They propofed to man their vedcls with 
hired troops from foreign countries, that, in cafe of new 
misfortunes, Rome might not fuffer fo great a lofs of her pj-jei^atg 
own citizens as die had formerly fudained. The great 
difHculty was how to find money for fuch an undertaking, 
the public treafury being quite exhauded. On this 
cafion, the fenators gave to the red of the citizens an ex- 
ample of ztal for the fervice of their country. The mod 
wealthy among them built each a qultiqueremis at his 
own cxpcnce ; others taxed themfelves, and a galley 
fitted out at the joint expence of three or four : by ihelc 
means a fleef of two hundred quinqueremes was put to 
fea by private perfons, without any other bu'rden on the 
republic than that of undertaking to reimburfe the prir 
vaie perfons, when die fhould be in a condition to defray 
that expence. All the veffels that compofed this new ar- 
mament were built upon the model of that light galley, 
which had been uken from Hannibal the Rhodian 

The confuls chofen for the new year were C. Lutatius 
Catulus, and A. Pofthumius } but the latter, being at the 
fame time high-prleR of Mars, Csecilius Metellus,-at this 
time pontifex maximus, would not fuffer him to exercifc 
2ny military funaion fo that he had the bare name 
conful. The republic, not thinking it prudent to trutt 

” Polyb. libi i« cap. Zon. lib. viiii cap* 
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the cb'mmand of h'ei* amiitti to ohe gencraf t and tring 
a\Vare of the inionvenienciea which wtrWld arift from the 
too long abfence of the ptifetorj to whom it fell to fupfply 
the place of the ednfui) created a fccond prater^ that 
one iViight be at the head of the aftny, ahd the other re-* 
fide at Kome, for the ad mmift ration of jufticc. One of 
ihefe prxtors was to heftr caufee beWeeh citizen and cif 
tizehi and the other to decide between citizens and fo^ 
reignera ; whence the former was called p^aetOT urbanus, 
and the latter, prastor pcregriftuS» The two prseuors cherfe 
their provinces by lot, ahd were themfelv^ chofen, as 
the confuls, in the cOnjitia, by centnrics ®. Valerius 
Falto was the firft piWtor peregrinus. He embarked on 
board the new fleet, tp make war together with the con- 
ful Lutatius in Sicily, They began the campaign with 
the fiege of Drepantim, and foon mafde a breach in the 
wall with their engines^ which battCred the place day and 
night. As the conful was fnblinting the breach at the 
head pf his men, he rfeCCived a dangerous wound in the 
thigh ; being greatly beloved by the foidiers, they all 
flattened to his relief, and, giving over the attack, carried 
him back to the ca'mp. After this accident, he did not 
pufb on the fiege with gr^at vigpiir ! but, being perfuad- 
ed that the Carthaginian fleet woftld foon appear, and 
that a victory at fca WdUld contribute much more than 
the taking of a fingle town towards the entire con^ 
t]ue(l of Sicily, He tUrhOd dll his thought to the difeif 
plining pf his mpn, and prepdHfJg them for a naval en- 
gagement. 

He was not yet cuted iif His Wbtind, when hews were 
brought him, that a Carthd^ihian fleet of four hundred 
(hips, under the commahd W ndhrloj had been feen at 
fea. This powerful arttiaiiiient Was the laft effort of the 
Afiicati republic. Hatiho hdd bn board new levies, 
dims, ^pney, provJfibhs^ and all fOrts of ftpres pis 
defign V^, to touch at thfe port of Eryx befbpe the Ro- 
mans diiilA hx^ve ah atcdiint bf his niPtibiW, %n'd to fail 
frpm thehce ih qUeft of the fleets after he had 

ilnlbaded his veflcls, and taked dti board the flower of his 
tiroopsj tocher with Haihilcar, Whbfp name he thought 
WOura fill the Romaifs^^ wWi terror. Lutatius, though 
Ihdifpbfed, Having IlfHhfelf to be carried oh board 

thp prsetdriiih g^llcyi^BAiedidteiy ordered the fleet to join 
fijhadrdn before LilfbledhV) and fteer tbpir courfc 
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dire£l)y tp the iflonds calkd i¥Ij;ates^ the place of reiw 
dezvous for the enemy's fleet. He had fcaree left Lily- 
bsiim, when he delcried the Carthaginian fle<,t ofFHiera# 
lhaping their gourfe to Eryx ; aftid ordered the comman-* , 
ders of his velT^s to prepare for a battle. The wind was 
then favourable for the Romans ; but it changed all on a 
fuddeni and at the fame tone the fea began to run very 
high. However, the confi ^4 after having been fame 
time in fufpenfe, and undetermined what to do, refolved ' 
not to defer the engagement one moment. After all, 

(faid he), wf lhall have a greater advantage in fighting 
with (hips that are heavy laden, than difadvantage in the 
roughnefs of the fea. If Hanno carries his fleet to Eryx, 
takes Hamilcar onboard, embarks his brave mercenaries, 
and gets rid of thefe new recruits, the fuccefs will be 
more doubtful, and the vi£fory longer difputed." Upon 
thefe confiderations, Lutatius formed his line of battle, 
and made dire£Hy towaids the enemy. As the Cartha- 
ginians were on this occafion inferior to the Romans in 
every thing, except the number of their fhips, the difpute 
was foon decided. The Romans routed them at the firft T/ie Ro~ 
onfet. Fifty of the Carthaginian veffels were funk) and ^ansgaim 
feventy taken, with all the mariners and foldicrs they had ® 
on board. The reft, by an uncommon inftance of good ^ 
fortune, made their efcape ; for the wind, which had hi- 
therto been favourable to the Carthaginians in their voy- 
age to Sicily, changed all on a fudden, and favoured 
their efcape. After the battle, the conful fleered his 
courfe to Lilybseum, to difpofe of the money, arms, pro- 
vifions, and the prifoners he had taken, who were at lead 
ten thoufand in number. Such was the battle of the 
,^gades, which determined the fate of Sicily r. 

Hamilcar was the firft who felt the effedls of this fig- 
nal defeat. The conful Lueatius had no fooner difpofed 
of his booty and captives^, than he marched againft him, 
and, in feveral fkirmiflies, killed above, two thoufand of 
his men ^ lb that the African, having no longer any hopes 
of fuccour, was forced to capitulate. The Romans, Hamilcar 
elated with their late viflory, infifted upon his pafling capitulattu 
under the yoke with his garrifon ^ but he rejefted the 
propofal with the utmoft indignation, protefting, that he. 
would rather fuffer all extremities, than fubmit to fuch an 
indignity, or abandon a place with difgrace, which he 
had fo long defended with honour. While he was treat- 

? Fglyb, Ub.ii vni) cap. 17, Eu^op. lib i. 
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ing with the conful, he received full powers from his re- 
public to do whatever he judged to be moft for her in- 
tereft. Being thus appointed mediator between Carthage 
and Rome, he confidered that Carthage was too much 
exhaufted to qiaintain her conquefts in Sicily ; and there- 
fore thought ie more advifeable to yield the ifland by a 
treaty of peace, than to be driven niamefiilly out of it, 
and at the fame time expofe Africa to the ravages of a 
vidforious fleet. For this purpofc, therefore, he lent de- 
puties to Lutatius, who received them with great joy, be- 
ing deflrous to put an end to the war befote his conful- 
Ihip expired, that his fucceflbrs might not have the glory 
of hnifliing a work which had cou fo much blood and 
labour. 

Both parties being thus difpofed to purfue the fame end, 
after fome flight difhculties, the conful drew up the fol- 
lowing articles, while he lay before Eryx, as the terms of 
a peace between the two republics. “ There (hall be 
peace and friendlhip between Rome and Carthage upon 
the following conditions, if they are approved by the peo- 
ple of Rome. i. The Carthaginians fliall evacuate all 
the places which they have in Sieijy, and entirely quit 
the ifland. 2. They fliall in twenty years pay the Ro- 
mans, at equal payments every year, two thoufand two 
hundred talents of lilver, (that is, four hundred thirty- 
feven thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds fterling.) 
3. They fliall reftore the Roman captives and deferters 
without ranfom, and redeem their own prifoners with 
money- 4. They fliall not make war upon Hiero, king 
of Syracufe, .or nis allies,” Thefe articles being agreed 
on, Hamilcar furrendered Eryx, upon condition that all 
his foldiers fhould march out with him upon his paying 
for each of them eighteen Roman denarii. Hoftages werq 
given on both fidcs, and this long war concluded with a 
truce ’. The only thing now remaining was to get thefe 
articles confirmed by the Roman people aflembled in the 
comitia, they being the foie arbiters of peace and war. 
For this purpofe both Lutatips and Hamilcar fent deputies 
to Rome. The republic, though overjoyed at the confurs 
fuccefs, was dilTatisfied with the too eafy terms he had 
granted the Carthaginians ; and therefore appointed ten 
commiflioners to treat pcrfonafly with Hamilcar, and de- 
mand farther advantages. Thefe, after having thorough- 
ly informed themfelves of the date of aifairs, added to 

q Polyb. lib, i. cap. 6z. Zonar. libi vii. cap. 17. Oruf. lib. iv. 
cap. lu 
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the former articles two more; namely, “ i. That a thou- 
fand talents ihould be paid immediately, and tbe two 
■ thoufand two hundred in the fpace of ten years, at equal 
payments. 2. That the Carthaginians fliould quit all the 
little iflands about Italy and Sicily, and never more come 
near them with fhlps of war, or raife mercenaries in thofe 
places.” Neceffity obliged Hamilcar to confent to thefe 
new terms; but he returned to Cartharge with an hatred 
to the Romans, which he did not even fuffer to die with 
him, but left as an inheritance to his fon, the famous 
Hannibal. It may be juflly faid of Hamilcar, that his 
country had never yet produced a general equal to him in 
valour and prudence. He a\ways conquered as long as 
his republic i:ould fupport him, and only funk in the com- 
mon misfortunes of his country. 

Next year the conful Lutatius, and the praetor Valerius, 
who had a£led as his colleague, were continued in Sicily, 
the firft in quality of proconful, and the fecond in that of 
propraetor, while the two new confuls, Q^Lutatius Cerco, 
and A. Manlius Atticus, marched an army into Hetruria 
to quell a fudden rebellion of the Falifci, who had affront- 
ed a tribune of the people, and revolted. The two con- 
fuls were therefore ordered to enter Hetruria, and bring 
the Falifci back to their duty. The rebels did not confine 
themfelves to the defence of their city, but, taking the 
field, fought two pitched battles in the fpace of fix days. 
The fuccefs of the firft was pretty equal; but the fecond 
turned fo much tb their difadvantage, that they were 
obliged to lay down their arms, and deliver up their city 
to the conquerors, ^fter they had loft fifteen thoufand 
men. Their capital, fituated on an inacceffible mountain, 
was rafed ; but they were allowed to build a new ciiy in. 
the plain ; their arms, horfes, part of their moveables, 
and half their lands, were confifeated *- PVom Hetruria 
the confuls returned to Rome, and from thence paffed 
over into Sicily to put the laft hand to the peace, which 
was ratified by the folemn facrifice of a fow, and the mu- 
tual oaths of the two nations. Thus ended the firft Pu- 
nic war, the longeft and moft memorable which had ever 
been waged till that time, It had lafted four-and-twenty 
years, during which time the conquerors loft fever, hun- 
dred ftiips, and the conquered only five hundred. 

The great affair at Rome was to determine the fate of 
Sicily, the manner in which it Ihould be governed, and 

■ Liv. in f^pit. ]ib. xix. 
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the .emoliunents which the republic fliould draw from fp 
valuable a conqueft. The whole ifland, e^tcept the kingr 
dom of Syracufc, was declared t Roman province, to be. 
governed by Roman laws, and Roman magiftrates- A 
prxtor wa*5 lent annually thither to be governor and judge 
in civil caufes, and a qilxftor to receive the revenues of 
the republic. Thefe revenufs were either fixed or cafual- 
The fixed were called tributes, and confified of a certain 
fum of money, which the |>rovince was every year to 
pay into the, public treafury. The cafual were the tenths 
of the produA of the lands^ and the duties upon mer- 
chandize exported and imported. Certain officers, called 
publicans, generally chofenout of the body of the Roman 
knights, were appointed to levy both thefe forts of taxes ; 
and the latter fort were^farmed by the publicans at a cer- 
tain annual rent, which they cohllantly paid the republic 
at all events. However, thefe fixed revenues did not 
hinder the Romans frpm often demanding of the pro- 
vinces extraordinary fupplies of men, Jlhips, and corn. 
There T^ere now but two fovereigns in the whole ifland, 
Hicro, and the Romans ; and, as there reigned a perfe£l 
union between them, the Sicilians enjoyed all the bleffiiigs 
of an uninterrupted peace. 

Sicily being thus fettled in perfeA tranquility, the two 
confuls, Lutatius Cerco, and Manlius Atticus, the pro- 
conful Lutatius Catulus, and the proprietor Valerius, re- 
turned to Rome with thqir troops, td receive there the 
honourable reward of their labours. The ptoconful and 
^roprator triumphed for the naval viClory at the iEgades, 
and the confuls enjoyed the fame honour for having van- 
quifhed the Falifci in Hetruria. 

The joy of the people of Rome for their late profperity 
was much damped by two dreadful misfortunes, w^hicn 
followed qlofe upon one another- The Tiber on a fud- 
den overflowed wdth fuch violence, as to overturn a great 
many houfes in the lower grounds ; and the water con- 
tinued ftagnated fo long in the forum, as greatly to da- 
mage the foundations of the buildings in that quarter. 
After this inundation, a fire broke out in the upper city, 
and thence fpread as far as the forum. Rome, fays Livy 
loft more w’^ealth in ope day than Ihe had got by many 
viflories. 'The temple pf Vefta was not exempted from 
,the common misfortune, and the mpft ancient monuments 
pf religion would have been deftrpyed, had not Cagcilius 

( Ifiv, ip Epiti Ub« xix* 
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Metellus, then pontifex maxinnus> ventured his life to 
favc them. He made his way through the flames, went 
into the fanftuary where the palladium was kept, and 
faved it from the hre ; an aftion more celebrated in hif- 
tory than the glorious viftory which he gained over the 
Carthaginians at the head of a confular army. One of 
his arms was greatly injured in the attempt ; and he en- 
tirely loll his eye-fight. Thrs heroical aftion procured 
him a mark of diftindHon, which had never before been 
granted to any man ; he was allowed to be' drawn to 
the fenate-houfe in a chariot This year the tribes 
were probably augniented to thirty-five, by the addi- 
tion of the tribes Velina and Ouirina. It is certain at 
lea/f, that from this time the tribes were reckoned to be 
thirty-five, which number was never afterwards increafed. 
The confular year dtofed with a cenfus, made by the 
oenfots Aurelius Colta, and Fabius Buteo ; and, unlefs 
there be fome miftake in the cyphers, Eufebius reckons 
up but one hundred and fixty thoufand citizens able to 
bfear arms. If his numbers are right, a prodigious mul- 
titude of citizens mull have pcrifticd by the inundation 
and fire. 

The new confuls, C. Claudius Centho and M. Sempro- 
nius Tuditanus, having no employment abroad, turned 
their thoughts to the fccuring of their frontiers againft the 
Gauls and Ligurians, by planting colonies in their neigh- 
bourhood (K). The following confulfhip of C. Mami- 
lius Turinus and Q^Valerius Falto proved an interval of 
peace. The Romans were inclined to take arms anew 
;igainll the Carthaginians, who, having feized fome of 
their merchants carrying arms and provilions to the re- 
volted mercenaries, had made five hundred of them pri- 
fjners, and thrown fome of them into the fea^ but they 
were appeafed by a refpeftfuJ embafly from Carthage, 


u Plin. lib. vii. CBp. 43. Val. Max. Hb. i. cap. iv. 


(K) In the firfl year after the 
Punic war Livius Andronicus, 
the reformer of the Roman 
flage, appeared at Rome. He 
introduced connefled fables af- 
ter the Greek manner, inftead 
©f the bufibonrieB with which 
the people to that time had been 
entertained. He was the freed- 
man of Marcus Livius.-Salina- 


tor, whofe children he bad edu- 
cated. His poetry was grown 
obfolete in Cicero’s time ; and, 
in the judgement of that ora- 
tor, would not bear a fecond 
reading. Andronicus flourilh- 
ed abont a hundred and fifty 
years after the death of Euripi- 
des and Sophocles, and fifty- 
two after that of Menander, 

and 
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and continued faithful to the treaty of peace, though the 
city of Utica, which had declared for the rebels, would 
have fubmitted totRome, and the mercenaries, who had 
feized Sardinia, invited them to take pofleflion of that 
iHand (L). 

Carthage, during her war with the revolted mercena- 
ries, alfedled to pay a great deference to Rome, and even 
releafed all the Italian merchants, who had been taken in 
carrying arms and provifions to the rebels. The Romans 
were fo well pleafed with this inftance of refpeft, that 
they fent to Carthage, without ranfom, all the Cartha- 
ginian prifoners, who were ftill detained at Rome, pro- 
hibited their merchants all intercourfe and tralhc with the 
rebels, and allowed them to fupply the Carthaginians 
with arms, provifions, and whatever they wanted*. Not- 
withftanding the fincerc friendftiip which feemed to fub- 
fift at this time between the two republics, Hamilcar had 
no fooner, by his valour and conduQ, put an end to the 
rebellion at home, than he turned all his thoughts to the 
humbling of a republic whofe interefts were fo oppofite 
to thofe of his country. As Carthage was not then in a 
condition <0 renew the war with Rome, he formed two 
fchemes, which, if wifely purfued, might have crulhed 
the imperious lepublic, or at leaft brought her upon a 
level with Carthage. The firft was, to eJttend the Car- 
thaginian dominions in Spain, that his republic might be 
able to raife wMthin her own dominions a fufficient num- 

^ Zon, lib viii. cap. 17. Polyb, lib. I. cap, S3. 

(L) About this time Ennius, canus, and erefling a marble 
the famous poet, was born at * llalue to him near the ftatue of 
Rudes, an ancient city of Ca- that great commander. Be- 
labria near Tarentum. He fides the llte of Scipio, he 
was the inventor of hexameter wrote the hiftory of Rome in 
verfe among the Larins, though eighteen books, recording in 
the Greek was his mother- verfe the events ol which he 
tongue. The life of Scipio himfelf had been witnefs. Hii 
Afneanus, which he wrote in poem was a hillory in verfe. 
chorcics, was his maftcr-piece. The poet Nivius, who was 
By this work he gained the af- his contemporary, alter having 
feftion of theCornelian family, made forae campaigns in the 
who (hewed their gratitude to firit Punic war, wrote the 
him even after his death, de- f hiftory of that war in verfe, 
poftting his alhes in the fame according to the tafte of thofe 
tomb with thofe of Scipio Afri- times (i). 


(1) Aul. Cell. lib. iii. 


ber 
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bcr of forces to oppofc thofe multitudes of foldiers with 
which Italy furnifhed the Romans. The fecond was, to 
educate his fon Hannibal in fuch a manner, that he fhould 
inherit his valour, his experience, and his hatred to the 
Romans, and fteadily purfue his defigns. Before he 
pafTed the ftreights, known then by the name of t^e Pil- 
lars of Hercules, in order to make war in Spain, he took 
an Opportunity to infpire his fon, though but nine years 
old, with his own feiitiments. At a folemn facrifice 
offered to Jupitet, he tpok his fon by tbe hand, and, 
leading him to the altar, aiked him, whether he was Mil- 
ling to attend him in his Spanilh expedition. The cou- 
rageous boy not only confented to , go, but conjured his 
father by the gods prefent to form him to viftory, and 
teach him the art of conqueiing. That I will joyfully 
do, replied Hamilcar, and with all the care of a father 
who loves you, if you will fwear upon the altars, to be an 
eternal enemy to the Romans/^ Hanibal readily com- Hannibal 
plied with the motion ; and the folemnity of the cere- to 

mony made fuch ah impreflion upon his mind, as nothing 
aftervyards could ever efface. He then firft imbibed that /jJ. 
hatred for Rome which ended only with his life. nrans. 

In the following confulfhip of C. Manlius Turinus and Yr. ofFI- 
Q^Valerius Falto, nothing memorable happened. During m*. 

, the confulate of their fuccefforvS, T. Sempronius Gracchus 
and P. Valerius Falto,the Italic Gauls, called Boii, who had 

been fubdued by the Romans before the firft Punic war, 

threw off the yoke, and joined the Falifci in Hetruria. 

The Ligures were alfo in motion, and feeined to threaten 
the republic with an approaching war ; the confuls there- 
fore divided their forces. Valerius, who marched againft 
the Gauls, was defeated witli the lofs of three llinufand 
five hundred men. Upon advice of this defeat, M. Ge- 
riucius Cipus, one of the pntors, was difpatched from 
Rome with a reinforcemeht for the conful. Valeriusi 
looking upon this appointment as a perfonal affront, re- 
folved to conquer the enemy before the fuccours arrived, 
or perifh in the attempt. Accordingly, he attacked the 
Gauls with fuch fury, that he killed fourteen thoufand, 
and took two thoufand prifonets. However, this victory 
did not procure him a triumph, bccaufe he had by his 
rafhnefs expofed the Roman army to the danger or a fe- 
cond defeat y. Sempronius, the other conful, gained 
a battle againft tbe Ligurians ; but had not time to purfue 
his viftory, being by the republic ordered into Sardinia. 


4 Liv. Epit. lib. XX, Orof. lib. iir. cap. la. Val. Max, lib. v. cap. (i. 
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This ifland had been formerly fubdued by the RoHianS/ 
hut foon after reTurned under the dominion of its ancient 
mafters* The revoked mercenaries had feized it, and 
offered to put the Romans in poffeflion, in order to en- 
gage their affiftance. Rome made it then a point of ho- 
nour not to fide with the rebels ; but this fcrupulous point 
of honour was of (hort duration. As this ifland was of 
great importance, and had never been formally yielded to 
the Carthaginians, the fenate thought they might juftly 
claim it by right of conqueft. They therefore fent, on 
trifling pretences, Sempronius, with a fleet, to take pof- 
feffion of it. The conful, on his arrival, acquainted the 
Carthaginian commander, that if his republic did not im* 
mediately withdraw her troops from Sardinia, and relin- 
quifh all pretenfions to that ifland, he would, in the 
name of the fenate and people of Rome, declare war with 
Carthage. The Carthaginians, who had juft ended the 
war with the mercenaries, were fo alarmed at this decla- 
ration of a conful at the head of an army, that they rea- 
dily gave up all claims to Sardinia for ever. This renun- 
ciation did not fatisfy the conful ; he obliged them to de- 
fray the charges of his armament, and pay the farther fum 
of twelve hundred talents : dn inftance of extortion which 
contributed to confirm Hamilcar in his hatred to the Ro- 
mans, and to render Hannibal inexorable in the wars 
which we (halTfoon fee him carry on with great fpirit in 
Italy^. . 

The new confuls, L. Cornelius Lentulus Caudinus and 
Q^Fulvius Flaccus, purfued the war with the Gauls and 
Ligurians, in which they were attended with fuccefs 
while the two confular arfpics encamped together; but 
the love of glory and booty having induced them to fepa- 
rate, Fulvius, who had entered the country of the -Gauls 
bordering on the Po, was obliged to continue in his in- 
trenchment, and there pafs a melancholy and fhameful 
campaign, under continual apprehcnfions of a furprize. 
Cornelius fuccceded againft Hie -Ligurians neareft to He- 
trurid j for in qne a^ftion he killed twenty-four thoufand 
of the enemy, and tpok five thoufand prifoners. For this 
viftory he was honoured with a triumph ■. 

The new conf^iils, ^.«Corndius Lentulus Caudinus and 
C- Licinius ‘Varus, were. obliged to take the field againft 
the Gauls, Whofe. chiefs, depending on the multitudes of 
mqn they had aflemblcd, and the expeftation of a ftrong 
rcinforcementTrom the other fide of the Alps, demanded 


2iJPolyb.:1ib.,u.cap.vB8*j9- 
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the reftitdtlon of Ariminum from the Romdns. The con* 
fuls, not having their troops complete, referred the affair 
to the fenate, and in the mean while propofed a truce to 
the Gauls, who readily confented to the propofaJ, upon the 
news they received, that a formidable army of TranfaJ- 
pine Gauls, under the condu£l of Atys and Galatius, two 
generals, or rather kings, were in full march to join them. 
This army Was fo numetous, that it gave tio fmall jcaloufy 
to the Italian Gauls, who thereupon turned their arms 
againft thofe who were come to affift them, killed their 
two leaders, and put the whole body to flight. The ene- 
my having thus defeated their own allies, Lentiilus, with 
one confular army brought both the Boii and Ligurians 
to reafon, depriving the former of a part of their territory, 
and taking feveral llrong places from the latter. In the 
mean time Varus was preparing to pafs into the ifland of 
Corflca, which, by the fecret intrigues of the Carthagi- 
nians, had been induced to Ihake off the Roman yoke. 
The conful, not findings fleet ready to tranfport his whole 
army, was forced to fend a fquadron before him under 
the command fof that Claudius Glycias who had been 
formerly named diftator in derifion. He had fince that 
time been honoured with feveral military employments, 
and always diftinguifhed himfelf among the troops. 
When he faw himfelf at^the hqad of part of the confular 
ariny, fwelled with ambition, he thought it would be 
much to his honour to gain this ifland to the republic 
without bloodfhed ; and therefore, without the confent 
of the conful or fenate, he made a fliameful peace with the 
Corficans. The conful, on his arrival, difannullpd the 
treaty, renewed the war, ^ and fubdued thp ifland by 
force of arms. Claudius was delivered up to the Cor- 
ficans, whom he drew, faid they, into a bloody wari 
by a fallacious peace. In which fentence the fenate had 
likewife the farthet view of preventing the reproach which 
might have been caft upon the conful for having made war 
upon a people who depended on the faithful execution of 
a treaty. The Corficans had more honour than to treat 
him with feverity : they fent him back to Rome, where 
he was put to death in prifon ; and then his body, being 
carried to the top of the fteps, called Seals GemOtiiK (M)» 

Was 

(M) The Gemonlffi was a their execution. It was on 
place appointed either for tor- the hill Aventinus, and there 
taring criminals, or for re- were feveral fteps which led 
ceiving their dead bodies after up to it; whence it had the 
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waa dragged by an iron hook from thence to the Tlbcr^ 
into which it was thrown 

The execution of Claudius did not appeafe the Corfi- 
cans, who had been amufed by a treaty of peace, that 
Rome might have the better opportunity of fubduing 
them by a war. They communicated their difcontents to 
the Sardinians, who, being influenced by the Carthagi- 
nians, attempted to (hake off the Roman yoke. The re- 
public had too much penetration not to fee from whence 
the blow came, and was lefs concerned at the lofs of the 
two iflands, than at the renewal of^a war with a powerful 
republic ; but the fenators were all of opinion, that, if 
it was really neceflary to come to an open rupture with 
Carthage, war could not be declared too foon. Prepara- 
tions were accordingly made at Rome, and all over Italy, 
for beginning it with vigour. Carthage, alarmed at thefe 
preparations, fent ambafladors to negotiate an accommo- 
dation ; but the Romans anfwered them only with re- 
proaches. At length flie difpatched ten of her principal 
men for the fame end, among whom was one Hanno, a 
young lord of great fpirit and vivacity : enraged at the 
haughty anfwers of the proud republic, he exclaimed, 
with a lofty air, '■ If you are refolved to break the treaty, 
reinftate us in the condition we* were in before it was 
concluded ; reftore us the cities we poflTcfTed in Sicily^ 
Thefe we paic^ for the peace, which, it was agreed, fhonld 
be perpetual j otherwife you have made us pay very near 
for this fhort truce. Equity ought to prevail over avarice. 
Would not that trader be thought unjuft, who, after he 
had renounced his bargain, fliould keep both the money 
and the merchandize ?” This difeourfe filled the fenators 
with confufion, who, being either really juft, or aft'eifting 
to appear fo, difmifTed the Carthaginian ambafladors with 
the ftrongeft aflurances of peace ^ 

The new confuls, C. Attilius Bulbus, and T. Manlius 
Torquatus, drew lots for their provinces. The former 
continued in Italy, while the latter, by a few flight en- 
gagements, recovered Sardinia, and made it tributary ; 


Val. Max. lib. vi. cap, 3. Diod. Sic. in Excerpt- Zon. lib, viii. 
c Diod. Sic. iiuExcerpt. Orof. lib. iv. cap. ix. 

name of Seals Gemonice. The iron hook ; and, after they had 
dead bodies of thofe who died been fome time expofed to pub- 
by the hand of the executioner, lie view, thrown into the Ti- 
Wcrc dragged thither with an her (2). 

(3) Vide Plin. lib. viii. cap. 40, 
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but without reducing it to Xhe form of a Roman province. 

And noW) peace prevailing every where, the temple of Yr. oF FI. 
Janus was (hut for the firft time fiiice the reign of Numa *1*5- 
Pompilius. But this tranquility lafted only a few months. 

The confuls for the following year, L. Poflhumius Al- u. C*V*S- 
binus, and Sp. Carvilius, were obliged to raife new forces - 

to aff againft the Sardinians, Corficans, and Ligurians, The ttmpti 
who had engaged, by mutual treaties, to alFift each other, 

The conful Carvilius was employed againft the Corficans, 
whom be foon reduced. The prxtof Cornelius made war 
with the Sardinians ; but the bad air and water of Sardi- 
nia produced an infedtion in his army, and he himfelf was 
carried off by the contagion ; which accident would have 
ruined the affairs of the republic here, had not Carvilius 
tranfported his legions thither from Corfica. Upon his 
arrival, the rebels ventured to oppofe him in the field 5 
but the conful had all the advantage over them which 
difcipliiied troope have over confufed multitudes. The 
Sardinians were defeated \ and, by one vi£lory, the whole 
ifland was brought under fubjedlion. The conful Pofthu- Sardinia 
mius, whofe province it was to reduce the Ligurians, hi- 
ftorians infoim us, had all the fuccefs he could have 
defired ■*. 

In this confulfliip the cenfors, obferving the number of 
citizens to be confiderably leffened, and imputing it to 
mjn’s marrying only with a view to intereft, and after- 
wards deferting their wives, and carrying on unlawful in- 
trigues with other women, obliged all the citizens to 
fwear, that they would not marry with any other view be- Amivoath 
fid es that of encreafing the fubjefts of the republic. This toncerning 
oath raifed many fcruples, and caufed many ruptures be- carriages- 
tween hulbaiids and wives. Among the reft, one Carvi- 
lius Ruga, a man of diftin£lion, thought himfelf bound 
by his oath to divorce his wife, whom he paflionatcly lovcd^ 
becaufe fhe was barren. Accordingly he put her away, Thefirft 
and married another. This’ is the firft inftance of a di- divorce. 
vorce fince the foundation of Rome, though divorces were 
allowed by the laws of marriage fettled by the firft kings. 

In the fequel they became fcandaloufly frequent, as a cor- 
ruption of manneis prevailed in the republic. And now 
marriage-contrafts were introduced, to fecure women's 
portions in cafe of divorced This fame year a Veftal, 
named Tutia, was condemned to be buried alive for an 
intrigue with a Have \ but fhe prevented the execution of the 

^ Liv. in Epit. lib. xx. Oruf, lib. iv^ cap# la. * Gel. .lib. iv. 
cap. 3. Sc lib. xvii. cap. si. 
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fentencc, laying violent hands op hcrfelf. In the prefenC 
confulfhip, the poet Nxvius introduced the firft regular 
comedy after the Greek manner on the Latin ftage. 

In the following confulate of M. Pomponius Matho, 
and Fabius Maximus, furnamed Verrucofus, from a 
wart or wen upon his lip, the Sardinians and Ligurians 
were once more in arms. It fell to Fabius’s lot to make 
war with the latter •, and he drove them out of the plain 
country, and obliged them to take flielter among the 
Alps (N). As for his colleague Pomponius, he failed for 
Sardinia, where he found, that the frequent revolts of 
that illand were owing to the intrigues of the Carthagi- 
nians, whofe fliips were continually pafling from Carthage 
to Sardinia and the other iflands, and inlpiring the people 
wherever they came with a hatred to the Roman name- In 
order, therefore, to found their fentiments, the fenate fent 
an embaffy to Carthage, under pretence of demanding the 
fums they had ftipulated to pay the Roman republic. The 
deputies yrere ordered to add threats of renewingthe war, in 
cafe the Carthaginian fhips prefumed to touch at any port 
belonging to the Roman ftate. The Carthaginians, flufhed 
with the fuccefs of Hamilcar in Spain, not being moved 
by thefe menaces, the deputies, purfiiant to their inftruc- 
tions, prefented them a caduceus, the fymbol of peace, 
and a little javelin, the emblem of war, faying, “ Take 
your choice.” The Carthaginian di45ator anfwered, that 
he was ready to take which they fhould think fit to leave 
him. However, this haughty anfwer did not abTolutely* 
deftroy the treaties between Rome and Carthage, but 
raifed fuch mutual diftrufts, as we fhall foon fee break 
out into a flame. Pomponius gained fomc advantages 
over the Sardinians, for which he was honoured with a 
triumph ^ 

The Romans, at this time, infiituted a new tribunal 
of juftice, at the motion of two tribunes of the people, 
both ^butii. As the two prxtors, who were often ob- 
liged to take the field, could not difpatch all civil affairs, 
which multiplied in proportion to the increafe of the re- 

f Tab. Triampb. Zon. lib. viii. cap. i8. 

(N) This is that Fablus, mus from his great-grandfather 
whom we lhail foon fee reftor- Fabius Rullus. In his infancy 
ing, at the head of the Roman he was called ovicula, or the 
army, the affairs of his diflreff- little Jbeet^ on account of his 
cd country by his wife delays, natural docility, and fweetnefs 
He had the furname of Maxi- of temper, 

(i) Plttt. in Fabr 
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public, it was ena£led, tb^t three able and judicious men 
Ihould be cbofen out of each tribe, and form a new tri- 
bunal, fubordinate to the prsetor. Thefe new judges 
were called centumviri, though they were one hundred tumviri. 
and five in number, and were divided into four courts 
or chambers. The caufes, which fell under their cog- 
nizance, were fuch as related to profcriptions, guardian- 
fhips, laft wills, inheritances, &c. This tribunal fub- 
fil'tcd ever after in Rome ; and the judges, though in 
after-ages increafed to the number of one hundred and 
eighty. Hill continued to be called centumviris. 

In the following confulate of M. ^^milius Lepidus, 
and M. Publicius Malleolus, Flaminius, tribune of the 
people, made a motion to pafs a law for dillrlbuting a 
fruitful country, lately taken from the Gauls, among the 
poor citizens. The patricians, who had always oppofed 
motions of this kind, united their ftrength to hinder the 
pairing of this law 5 but neither the threats of the con- 
fuls, nor. the intreaties of the fenate, nor the tears of old 
Flaminius, whom the patricians had gained over to their 
party, could prevail on the tribune to defilt from purfu- 
ing his point. On the day appointed for propofing the 
law to t..e people, he mounted the roftra, and began to 
harangue the multitude with great warmth ; but, while 
he was fpeaking, his father appeared, afeended the roftra, 
and, taking the hot-headed tribune by the arm, ordered 
him to follow him home. Flaminius, without pleading 
cither his dignity, or the aflual exercife of his office, 
obeyed his father, and abandoned the bufinefs be was fo 
intent upon, when it was almofl finiffied ; and, what is 
moft extraordinary, not a murmur was heard in the whole 
aflcmbly, which immediately difperfed Afterwards 
the tribune Carvilius revived'it, and fucceeded : but the 
diftribution of lands among the Romans, which had for 
many years belonged to the Gauls, fo provoked that na- 
tion, that they began a war which afterwards endangered 

Rome itfelf. - nir Vr nf FI 

In the following year the confuls, M Pomponius Ma- 

tho, and C, Papirius Mafo, finiffied the conqueft of Sar- 
dinia and Corfica, which they reduced to the form of a ais. 
Roman province. Pomponius continued in the new pro- U. C. 519- 
vince, which confifted of Doth iflands, all the next year, ' 

B Anl. Gel. Hb. xvi. cap. lo. Pomp, de Orig. Juria. Plin. Jun. 

Jib. V. Epift. Cic. lib. i. deOrat. ^ Val. Max. lib. v. cap. 4- 
Polyb. lib. ii. capi 109* 
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and governed it in quality of pristor. Papirius, who had 
fubdued Corfica, returned to Rome, where he found, 
that a diftator had been created to hold the comitia for 
clcfling new confuls. He demanded a triumph ; but not 
having intereft enough to obtain it, he took a method en- 
tirely new to do himfelf juftice, by marching at the head 
of his vidlorious army to the temple of Jupiter Latialis, 
on the hill of Alba, with all the pomp that attended trium- 
phant viQories at Rome. There was no other alteration in 
the ceremony, but that of wearing a crown of myrtle in- 
ftead of laurel, and this on account of his having defeat- 
ed the Corficaiis in a place where there was a grove of 
myrtles. The example of Papirius was afterwards fol- 
lowed by a great many generals, to whom the fenate re- 
fufed triumphs **. 

Next year, when M. i^milius Barbula, and M, Junius 
Pera were confuls, a new war fprung up in a kingdom 
out of Italy* Illyricum, properly fo called, which bor- 
dered upon Macedon and Epirus, was at this time govern- 
ed by Teuta, the widow of king Agron, and guardian to 
her fon Pina.^us. The fuccefs of her late hufband againft 
the ^toliaOvS had elated her to fuch a degree, that, iii- 
ftead of fettling the affairs of her ward in peace, fhe com-' 
manded her fubjefts to cruife along the coaft, feize all the 
ftiips they met, take what places they could, and fparc no 
pation. Her pirates had, purfuant to her orders, taken 
and plundered many fhips belonging to Roman merchants; 
and her troops were then befieging the ifland of IfTa in 
the Adriatic, though the inhabitants were under the prq- 
tc(£lion of the republic. Upon the complaints of the Ita- 
lian merchants, and, in order to proteft the people of 
Ufa, the fenate fent two ambafladors to the Illyrian queen, 
Jjucius and Caius Coruncanius, to demand, that (he would 
reftrain her fubjeGs from infefting the fea with piracies. 
She anfweied them haughtily, that fhe^could only promife, 
that her fubjeds (hould not for the future attack the Ro- 
mans in her name, and by public authority ; but as for 
any thing more, It is not cuftomary with us, (faid (he), 
to lay reftraintson our fubjefts; nor will we forbid them 
to reap' thofe advantages from the fea which it offers 
thern.” ** Your' cuftoms then, (replied the youngeft of 
the ambafladors), arc very different from our’s. At Rome 
we make public examples of thofe Tubjefts who injure 
pthers, whether at home or abroad. Teuta, we can, by 

^ Yah Max. lib. ilii cap. 6. F^IL Csipit. . 

out 
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cur armsi force you to reform the abufes of your bat! go- 
vernment.^* Thefe unfeafonable threatenings provoked T'he ^oman 
Teuta, who was naturally a proud and imperious woirun, amhajTa- 
to fuch a degree, that, without regard to the rights of 
nations, fhe caufed the ambafladors to be murdered on ‘ 

their return home. 

When fo notorious an infraQion of the law of nations 
was known at Rome, the people demanded vengeance; 
and the fenate, having firft honoured the manes of the 
ambaffadors, by eredling, as was ufual in fuch cafes, fh- 
tues three feet high to their memory, ordered a fleet to 
be equipped, and troops raifed, with all poflible expedi- 
tion. Teuta, refletling on the enormity of her proceed- 
ings, fent an cmbalfy to Rome, alTuring the fenate, that 
fhe had no concern in the murder of the a^nbalfadors, and 
offered to deliver up to the republic thofe who had com- 
mitted that barbarous aifaQination. The Romans, being 
at that time threatened with a war from the Gauls, were 
ready to accept this fatisfaflion ; but in the mean time 
the Illyrian fleet having gained fome advantage over that 
of the Ach^eans, and t^en the ifland of Corcyra near 
Epirus, Teuta began to believe herfelf invincible, and for- She Jeizes 
got the promife (he had made to the Romans ; (he even 
fent her fleet to feize on the ifland of Ida, which the Ro- Yja 
mans had taken under their protection h ►- 

Upon this frefh provocation, the confuls for the new ^he confuh 
year, P. Pofthumius Albinus and Cn. Fulvius Centuma- embark fiir 
ius, embarked for Illyricum, Fulvius having the com- 
mand of the fleet, which conflfted of a hundred gallics, 
and Pofthumius of the land-forces, which amounted to 
■twenty thoufand foot, befides a fmall body of horfe. ’ 

Fulvius appeared with his fleet before Corcyra in the 
Adriatic, and was put in polfeflion both of the ifland and 
city by Demetrius of Pharos, governor of the place for 
ijueen Teuta. The fame governor found means to make 
the inhabitants of Apollonia expel the Illyrian garrifon, 
and admit into their city the Roman troops. As Apollo- 
nia was one of the keys of Illyricum on the fide of Mace- 
don, the confuls who had aded hitherto jointly, no fooner 
faw themfelves in polfelTion of it, than they feparated, 
the fleet cruifing along the coaft, and the army penetrating 
into the heart of the queen’s dominions. The Andyxans, ftvi‘ 
Parthini, and Atintanes, voluntarily fubmitted to Pofthu- raltowru, 
mius, being induced, by the perfuaflons of Demetrius, to 

1 Polyb, iib. ii. cap. 96— loi. Appian. in IllyV. Diod, Sic. in 
£xcerpt. Zon. lib. Tiiu 
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fhake o^fF tlie Illyrian yoke. The coiifiil, being now ii\ 
poflcfhon of molt of the inland towns, returned to the 
coaft, where, with the afliftance of the fleet, he took 
many ftrong places, among which was Nutria, a place of 
great ftrength, defended by a numerous garrifon: fo that 
it made a vigorous defence, the Romans having loft: be- 
fore it a great many private men, feveral legionary tri- 
bunes, and one quxftor. However, this lofs was re- 
paiied by the taking of forty Illyrian veflels, which were 
returning home laden with booty. At length the Roman 
fleet appeared before IflTa, which, by Teuta’s order, was 
flill clofely befieged, notwith (landing the lolTes fhe had 
fuftained. However, upon the approach of the Roman 
fleet, the Illyrians difperfed j but the Pharians, who 
ferved among them, followed the example of their coun- 
tryman Demetrius, and joined the Romans, to whom the 
Ifl'ani readily fubmitted. 

Sp. Corvilius and Q^Fabius Maximus being raifed to the 
confulate a fecond time, Pofthumius was recalled from II- 
lyricum, and refufed a triumph, for having been too pro- 
digal of the Roman blood at the fiege of Nutria. His col- 
league Fulvius was appointed to command the land-forces 
in his room, in quality of proconful. Teuta, who had 
founded great hopes on the change of the confiils, retired 
to Rhizon, and from thence early in the fpring fent an 
embafly to Rome. The fenate refufed to treat with her-, 
but granted the young king a peace upon the following 
conditions; i. That he fhould pay an annual tribute to 
the republic. 2 That he fhould furrender part of his do- 
minions to the Romans. 3. That he fhould never fufTcr 
above three of his fhips of war at a time to fail beyond 
Lyflus, a town on the confines of Macedon and Illyricum. 
The places he yielded to the Romans in virtue of this 
treaty, were the iflands of Corcyra, IflTa, and Pharos, the 
city of Dyrrhachium, and the country of the Atintanes. 
Soon after this tranfaflion, Teuta, either out of fhame, 
or compelled by a fccret article of the treaty, abdicated 
the regency, and was fucceeded by Demetrius. The 
proconful, on his return to Rome, was decreed a triumph, 
which he enjoyed on the tenth of the kalends of the 
month Quintilis 

Before this foreign war was ended, the Gauls were in 
motion in Italy, and at the fame time the republic was 
alarmed at the incredible progrefs the Carthaginians made 


in 
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in SpRin^ The fenate therefore thought it .neccflary to 
put a (top to their increafe of dominion. To this end 
they fent a deputation to Carthage, and at the fame time 
to Afdrubal, who hacl fucceeded Hamilcar in the com- 
mand of the Carthaginian forces in Spain. Carthage, un- 
willing to give her rival umbrage, agreed to the following 
articles ; i. That fhe fliould not extend her conquefts be- 
yond the river Iberus ; and, 2. That Saguntum, a city 
between the Iberus and that part of Spain which belonged 
to the Carthaginians, fhould remain free h 

The new confuls, P. Valerius Flaccus and M. Attilius 
Rcgulus, continued inadlive the greateft part of their year, 
though the Gauls were railing troops, and making extraor- 
dinary preparations for war, Rome feemed to be afraid 
to oppofe herfelf to fo warlike a nation. At this time a 
prophecy, pretended to be found in the Sibylline books, 
was fpread about Rome, importing, “ That the Gauls 
and Greeks fhould one day make themfelvcs mailers of 
it.” The new confuls therefore, M. Valerius Mcffala 
and L. Apullius Fullo, having confulted the pontifices, 
to appeafe the fuperllitious populace, caufed an edidl to 
be publiflied by the decemviri, who had the care of the 
Sibylline books, commanding twm Greeks, a man and a 
■w^oman, and two Gauls, likewife a man and a woman, to 
be buried alive in the ox-market. By this inhuman facii- 
fice they perfuatled the credulous multitude, that prpplVecy 
was fulfilled, and that the Gauls and Greeks had taken 


4°9 


A ntnn 

trea^ with 
the Car- 
thaginiamt^ 

Yr. of FL 

Ante Chr, 
11 6. 

U. C. 5J1, 


poflelTiori of Rome The difficulties, which fuperili- 
tion had raifed, being furmounted by this cruel expe- 
dient, Rome raifed divifions among the Gauls, and found 
means to gain over to her party the Cenomani and Vene- 
ti, two confulcrable nations among them ; but this lofs 
the Gauls repaired with the new levies . they made beyond 
the Alps, where, by their ambalfadors, they engaged the 
Gaefat;e to join them. The .Ga;fatie, according to Poly- 
bius, were a very warlike people, and ready to fight for any 
nation that would pay them ; whence they had the name of 
Gaefatae, that is, Hirelings. The confuls Valeiius and The Ro~ 
Apullius fpent the greater part of the year in railing troops 
for their fucceflbrs ; and indeed Rome had never before 
had fo numerous an army. All the nations of Paly, fub- againfithi 
je£l to the republic, were obliged to fend their quotas. GaiUu 
We are told by a refpe£lable hiftorian ", that the number 
of forces Rome raifed on this occafion amounted to eight 


. * Polyb. ibid. Appian. in Hifp, LiVi Epit, lib. xxii. 

Orof. lib. iv. cap. iz. Zon. lib. viii* cap. 19. " Polyb, lib. 
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hundred tfaoufand men. Of this incredible multitude 
two hundred forty-eight thoufand /oot, and twenty-fix 
thoufand fix hundred horfc, were Romans or Campanians. 
Neverthelefs the Gauls, with only fifty thoufand foot, 
and twenty thoufand horfe, began hoftilides, forced a paf- 
fage through Hetruria, and took their route towards Rome. 

In the mean time the republic naiAed L. .^milius Papus 
and C. Atdlius Regains to be confuls. The latter was Tent 
intO'Sardiniai to quiet fome commotions, while his col- 
league took upon him the condu£l of the war with the 
GaulSi who were now joined by the Gsefatae from the 
ether fide the Alps, to the number of above two hundred 
thoufand men, commanded by two kings, Concolitanus 
and AnerccRus. The conful Emilias, not knowing what 
route the Gsfatx would take, encamped near Ariminum, 
in order to prevent them from entering the Roman lands 
by the coalls of the Adriatic Sea. At the fame time a 
praetor, whofe name is not mentioned in hidory, was fent 
into Hetruria with a body of fifty thoufand foot, and four 
thoufand horfe. In the mean time the Gsefatx, having 
left the coad of the Adriatic to avoid i£milius's army, 
croffed Infubria, and joined the troops of their nation in 
Hetruria; whence this potent army marched draight to 
Rome, lliey found means to bring the praetor to a battle^ 
in which they killed fix thoufand of his men, and obliged 
the red to fly in confufion to a neighbouring hill, where 
they entrenched themfelves, but were the next day inved- 
ed by the Gauls, who attacked their entrenchments with 
a fury not to be exprefled. The Romans, in this didrefs, 
defended themfelves with refolution, hoping that fortune, 
which had hitherto efpoufed their caufe, would refeue them 
out of the hands of fo cruel an enemy; and accordingly, an 
unexpedled accident delivered them from death or flavery. 

The conful, i£milius, being informed that the Gauls 
were in full mar<^ to Rome, had left his camp at Arimi- 
num in order to cover the city. As he drew near Fzfulx, 
he receivcul an account of the advantage the Gauls had 
gained over the praetor’s army, xnd of the deplorable con- 
dition to which he was reduced. Upon this advice he 
immediately commanded the legions to advance in goo4 
order to the enemy’s camp, while he himfelf led the ca- 
valry to the fopt of the hill, which the Gaulifh cavalry 
kept cLofely inveded. ' The Gauls were fo alarmed at the 
unexpe6^ed arrival of the confular ariiiy, that they de- 
camped in great confufion, in order to return home 
through Infubria, and fecurc the booty and wealth 
they had amafled. In Iheir march they sept along the 
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fhore of the Hetrurian Sea ; and iEmilius, ftrcngthening 
his army with the remains of thepraztor’s troops, followed 
them clofe, with a defign rather to harafs than engage 
them ; but it luckily happened, that Attilius, having put 
a fpeedy end to the troubles of Sardinia, had, on his re- ^re 
turn home, landed his army atPifa, and was now march- met by 
ing along the fhore towards Rome, not expefting to find an 
enemy. He was overjoyed when he learned the fituation 
of affairs-, and, in order to intercept the Gauls, he drew 
up his troops near Telamon, a little port in Hetruria, 
making as wide a front as he could. With his cavalry ht 
ported himfelf on an eminence, over which the enemy 
murt necelTarily pafs. The Gauls, imagining that this 
body of Roman horfe was a detachment from ^milius’s 
army, fent fome fquadrons to attack it. .^millus knew 
not that his colleague was fo near; he had only learned, 
that he had left Sardinia, and was arrived at Pifa ; but as 
foon as he perceived at a diftance the two armies engaged, 
he immediately concluded, that Attilius was attacking the 
enemy in front, and detached fome fquadrons to his re- 
lief. Then the attack was renewed with more vigour than 
ever. The conful Attilius, who diftinguifhed himfelf in jitfillut 
a very eminent manner, was killed ; and his head, ftuck by 
on the top of a lance, was carried through all the files of ^ ^ ‘ 

the enemy's army. But the death of this brave man prov- 
ed of no advantage to them : one of his lieutenants took 
his place, and the battle was continued with the fame ar- 
dour and refolution. While the Gaulifh cavalry was en- 
gaged with that of the Romans on the top of the hill, their 
infantry had time to form in the plain. As they were to 
oppofe two confular armies, one of which w-^as to attack 
them in front, and the other in the rear, thev difpofed 
their troops fo, that one part of them faced the conful 
j^^milius, and the other fronted the army which Attilius 
had commanded. In the firft line, oppofite -Slmilius, 
were placed the Gsefatse, and behind them the Infubres : 
at the head of the other body were the Taurini, and be- 
hind them the feveral nations of the Gauls, who dwelt 
on both Tides the Po. This fecond army faced the legions 
which Attilius had brought from Sardinia, and turned 
thpir backs to the other. By this difpofition the Gauls 
fupported each other, and could neither fly nor retreat. 

Before the aftion, the Gsfats, obferving that the plain,, 
on which they were going to engage, was covered with 
brambles and bufhes, and fearing they might, by entang- 
ling their deaths^ picvent them from ufing their arms 
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with freedom, fl:ripj>ed themfelves naked, and in that 
manner advanced againft the Romans, who were greatly 
furprifed at that fight. The attack began with great Ihouts, 
while the air, at the fame time, refounded with an infinite 
number of horns and trumpets, which were much ufed 
by the Gauls. The Romans, who engaged the Gaefatse, 
kept at a diftance, and made a dreadful (laughter with the 
fhowers of darts they difeharged upon them. Naked as 
they wcie they kept their ground, till the greater part of 
thofe who fought in the firlt line were cither killed or 
wounded. Then the reft began to retire ; a circumftance 
which occafioned fome confufion, and encouraged the 
legionaries to advance, and attack them fword in hand. 
The Gauls behaved with great rcfolution ; and though 
their arms were inferior to thofe of the Romans, yet 
they ftood the (hock, till the Roman cavalry which had 
been engaged on the hill, attacked them in flank. Then 
the defeat of the Gauls was general ; forty thoufand of 
them were killed on the fpot, and above ten thoufand 
taken prifoners, with Concolitanus, one of their kings. 
iVneroeftus, the other king, and the moft experienced 
commander among the Gauls, efcaped to a neighbouring 
village, where he laid violent hands on bimfelf, as did 
moft of the ofTicers who attended him 

After this vidlory, -^milius, now foie commander of 
the two armies, marched along the borders of Hetruria ; 
and, entering the territories of the Boii, gave up that 
fruitful country to be plundered by his foldicrs. When 
they were loaded with booty, he began bis march to 
Rome. As he pafled through Hetiuria, he reftoreci to the 
cwners all the plunder the Gauls had taken from them. 
He entered Rome in triumph on the third of the nones of 
March ; and as his vi£lory was one of the moft important 
the republic had ever gained, his triumphal proceflion was 
one of the moft pompous and magnificent. The trium- 
phant viiflors generally ftripped the captives of their military 
ornaments ; but the Gauls were fuffered to appear in their 
belts, in derifion of the vow they had made not to quit 
them till they were upon the Capitol; and there they were 
taken from thehi, amidft the hifles of the people. 

' However, this defeat did not compel the Gauls to fub- 
mit. The republic, therefore, nominated two com- 
manders of great experience, who bad been both coiifuls 
before, in hopes they would finifti this important war. 

® Polyb. lib. ii. hOt— III. Djod. Sic. lib. xxv. Flar, lib. i. Zonar- 
lib. viii. cap. 9 0 . 
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Tliefe wcreT. Manlius Torquatus and Fulvius FlaC- 
ciivS ; but they performed nothing Worth mentioning. 
Iheir marches being retarded by violent rains, they could 
not pafs the Poj as they dehgned \ befides, a plague in 
their army not only kept them in a ftate of inatlion, but 
prevented them from returning to Rome attheufual time; 
fo that it was necelTary to create a didfator, who was the 
famous C'.ecilius Metellus, to hold the comitia in their ab- 
fence, for a new election of confuls. C. Flaminius Ne- 
pos and P. Furius Philo were chofen. Thefe were the 
firft Roman generals who palTed the Po ; but they were fo 
terrified at the appearance of theinfubres, wliofe country 
they intended to invade, that they entered into a treaty 
with them, and, repaffing the Po, took refuge among 
their faithful allies the Cenoniani. Having rambled about 
thofe unknown regions for fome time, they refolved to 
make another attempt upon Infubria ; but the Romans 
being at this time much frightened with prodigies, the 
augurs declared that there mull have been fome defeft in 
the election of the confuls. Upon this intimation the fe- 
nate irtimediately difpatched a courier, with a letter, com- 
manding them to return to Rome and abdicate. 

llie confuls, whoweie then in fight of the enemy, think- 
ing a retreat thiough fo nrany nations, whofe fidelity was 
doubtful, might be attended with dangerous confequences, 
refolved not to open the letter till after the battle. The 
conful Flaminius feems to have taken the whole command 
Upon himfclf ; for no hillorian makCvS mention of his col- 
league Furius in dereribing the action. As the Romans 
were inferior to tlie enemy in numbers, tlie conful de*- 
figned atfirfl to reinforce his army with thofe Gauls v^ho 
were in amity with the Roman people, and fent orders to 
their* to join him; but upon their arrival he confidered, 
that it was a dangerous thing to truft thofe auxiliaries, 
who might, in the heat of the action, out of compaffion 
for their countrymen, defn t the Romans, and even turn 
their arms agaiiill: ihcm. Upon this confideration he rc- 
folved not to trull them In an affair of fo great importance, 
and therefore ordered them to pafs the river Addua ; a 
motion which they had no fooncr made, than he caufed 
the bridge to be broken down, and, by thefe means, as 
the river was not fordable, prevented them from fiding 
with the enemy, (ince he could not refolvc to truft them 
as friends. This was the only prudent ftep ‘the conful 
took, cither before, or in the time ol the a£lion; for he 
drew up his men, not after the Roman manner, but fo 
^ clofc. 
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clofe, that the whole army fcemed to be one* phalanx ; 
befides he ported the laft line fo near the Addua, that, if 
they bad been prefled, they would have been forced into 
the river; but the (kill and management of the legionary 
tribunes made amends for the conful’s imprudent condii£l. 

Thefe had obferved, in their former battles with the 
Gauls, that they made but one furious attack, after which 
their fire abated ; and that their fwords were only fit for 
cutting, and eafily bent, fo that, if they had not time to 
fet them ftrait again with their foot on the ground, they 
foon became ufelefs. The tribunes, therefore, took two 
precautions, which determined the fate of the day in their 
favour. . They diftributed among the foldiers of the firft 
line the javelins ufed by the triarii, which were a kind of 
halberts, ordering them to prefent the points of their 
javelins to the enemy, and keep them at fuch a diftance 
as to prevent them from making ufe of their fwords. 
The tribunes alfo commanded their men to throw down 
iheir javelins, and, doling with the enemy fword in hand, 
ftab them in the throat and bread. To thefe orders the 
Romans owed the victory; for the Gauls having, in the 
beginning of the attack, blunted their fwords againft the 
long javelins of the Romans, the latter no fooner per- 
ceived that their ardour began to cool, than they fliortened 
their fwords, and ciofing with the enemy, fo as to leave 
them no room to raife their arms, ftabbed them without 
running any danger, the fwords of the Gauls having no 
points. Nine ihoufaiid of the enemy were killed upon 
the fpot, and feventeen thoufand taken prifoners. Thus, 
notwilliftamling the bad prognoftics, and the orders of the 
fuperftitious fenatc, a complete viftory was gained, though 
it was rather owing to the conduft of the lubalterns than 
to the (kill or prudence of the general p. 

After the adion, the confuls opened the packet, when^ 
Furius, who perhaps had declined the command during 
the atlion, out of refpeti: to the fenatc, was for immedi- 
ately obeying the order ; but Flaminius, thinking a fuc- 
cefsfuL adl of difobedience more honourable than a blind 
and timorous fubmiflion, was for purfulng the advan- 
tages of the vidlory ; which he drd accordingly, enriching 
his foldiers with booty, whil^ his colleague continued iri- 
aftive, waiting to join him, when he fhould return from 
his incurfions into Infubria. At length Flaminius re- 
joined his colleague, and they returned to Rome togc- 

P Polyb. lib. ii. cap. iio^ixi. Orof, Ijb, iv. cap. 13 . Plut. in 
Marcd. Zon. lib. viii. cap. so, 
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tber, where they met with a very cold reception from the 
fenate and people but the troops of Flaminius^ whom 
he had enriched with the fpoils of the enemy, prevailed 
upon the people to grant both the confuls a triumph, fince 
the viftory had been gained under the aufpiccs of both. 
However, the fenate obliged them to abdicate immedi- 
ately after ; fo that the republic fell into an interregnum, 
when the centuries chofe M- Claudius Marcellus, one of 
the greateft men Rome ever produced, and Cn. Cornelius 
Scipio, to the confulate. They had fcarce entered upon 
their office, when the Infubres fent ambalTadors to Rome, 
to beg a peace upon any terms : but the fenate having, at 
the infligation of their new confuls, difmifled their depu- 
ties with a refufal, they refolved to make their laft effort; 
and accordingly took info their pay thirty thoufand G^e- 
fatse, who, paffing the Alps, entered Italy, under the 
command of their king Viridomarus. Early in the fpfing, 
the confuls paffed the Po, and opened the campaign with 
the fiege of Acerrae, a place near that river. The Gauls, 
who were now ninety thoufand ftrong, in order to make 
a diverfion, and oblige the Romans to raife the fiege they 
had undertaken, paffed the Fo, and entering the Roman 
territories, invelled Calftidium, a city placed by Plutarch 
in Cifalpine Gaul, but by Livy in Liguria Montana. 
Upon intelligence of this motion of the enemy, Marcel- 
lus, with two-thirds of the cavalry, and about fix hundred 
of the light-armed infantry, haftened to the relief of the 
place. The Gauls, receiving intelligence of his approach, 
raifed the fiege, and marched in battle-array to meet 
him. Marcellus drew up his fmall army with great (kill, 
and advanced leifiirely, in order of battle, againft the 
enemy. When the two armies drew near each other, Vi- 
rldor.iarus advanced before his troops, and challenged the. 
Roman general to fingle combat. Marcellus readily ac- 
cepted the challenge ; fo that both parties, leaving the 
field free for the champions, retired to wait the iffue of 
the combat. Marcellus, rufliing upon the king full-fpeed, 
pierced his bread-plate with his lance, and gave him a 
deep wound. Then fpurring his horfe with great vio- 
lence againft that of his adverfary, he made him recoil, 
rear, and throw his rider, whom he foon difpatched with 
repeated blows. The Gaefats being diffieartened by the 
death of their leader, the Romans charged with great 
fury, and put them to flight. Thus a handful of Romans 
defeated a numerous army of Gauls, and obliged them to 
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During the abfence of Marcellus, Acerne had been 
taken by his colleague, who from thence had marched to 
inveft Mediolanum, the large ft, riche ft, and molt populous 
city of Infubria \ but he was more clofely befieged by the 
Gauls, than Mediolanum was by him. Upon the ar- 
rival of Marcellus, the feene changed \ the^ Gjcfatse re- 
tired with precipitation, repafled the Alps, and left the 
inhabitants of Mediolanum to the mercy of the con- 
querors. ^rhe city immediately furrendcred at difcrction, 
as did alfo Comum, another city of great importance- 
^rhus all Italy, from the Alps to the Ionian Sea, became 
entirely Roman. Infubria and Liguria were now made 
one province, and, called Cifalpine Gaul, which was go- 
verned by a pnetor fent annually from Rome. In order 
to keep the conquered Gaols from revolting, two Roman 
colonies were fettled at Cremona and Placentia, on the 
oppolitc banks of the Po. 

Marcellus was decreed at Rome an extraordinary tri- 
umph, for having conquered the Infubres and the Ger- 
mans ^ This is the firft time we find the Germans 
mentioned in the hiftory of Rome. Polybius, indeed, 
places the Gaefatse on the banks of the Rhone ; but other 
writers tell us, that they inhabited the countries borc^cring 
on the Rhine. Marcellus, in his triumphal proceftion, 
carried on his fhoulders the rich armour and fpoils of Vi- 
ridomarus, and dedicated the third and Jaft oplma fpolia 
to Jupiter Feretrius Part of the rich fpoils taken on this 
occafion was fent to king Hiero, who was yet living, and 
a gold cup, made out of them, to the temple of Apollo 
at Delphi. Cornelius did not receive the honours of a 
triumph, but was continued in the new province, in qua- 
lity of proconful, to regulate affairs in that quarter. 

The new eoiifuls, M. Minucius Rufus and P. Corne- 
lius Scipio Afina, were ordered to make war upon the 
Iftrians, for having taken fomc Roman fhips. All Iftria 
was reduced in one year’s time, though fome writers tell 
us, that the reduftion of it coft the conquerors a great 
deal of blood 

During the prefent confulate, news were brought to 
Rome- of the death of Afdrubal in Spain ; which gave the 
Romans great concern, becaufe he had been ever faich- 

q Plut. in Marcel. r Tab. Triumph. * Orofp lib. ivi csp. f 3' 
Zonar- lib. vii. cap. it. Liy. Epit. libi xx. 
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ful 16 hifi ^rcaties, and the republic thought flie had much 
more to fear from the bold and enterprifing geniua of 
young Hannibal, who was appointed to fucce^d him, AfJruhal 
though at that time not above twenty-fix years of age. Jucceedtd 
The firft expedition o^ this young warrior confirmed the 4>' 
Romans in their fears. In his firft campaign he made 
war upon the Olcades, a people bordering on the Iberus ; 
and gave reafon to believe, that he would foon pafs that 
fiver, contrary to the treaty. Althea, and feveral other 
Oties in that neighbourhood, fubmitted to him : how- 
ever, as Rome had yet no reafon to declare hcrfelf his 
enemy, flie turned her arms another way. Demetrius of Demetnur 
Pharos, on whom the republic had heaped many favours, of Pharos 
feeing the government of Illyricum lodged in his hands, p^o^ohes 
and the Romans engaged in a troiiblefoine war with the 
Gauls, had defpifed their orders ; and afting, not as re- 
gent, but as king of Illyricum, had obliged the Atintanes 
to renounce their alliance with Rome, and come into his 
meafures ■, nay, he even ventured, contrdry to the treaty^ 
to fend fifty |hips of war beyond the LyfTns, to pillage the 
Cyclades. Complaints being brought to l\cme from all 
^arts, the new confuls, L. Veturius Philo and C. Luta- 
tiU8, would have immediately fet fail for Illyricum, if 
they had not been obliged to abdicate, upon feme dcfctl 
found in their elcdlion. They were fucceeded by M. 

./Emilius Lepidus and M. Valerius Lrevinus ; but the yd^r 
being too far advanced to begin the expedition, it was 
poftponed to the next confuHlnp. This year ended with 
a €enfus, by which the number of Roman citizens fit to 
bear arms appeared to be two hundred feventy thoufand 
two hundred and thirteen. At the time of the cenfus, all 
the libertini, or freedmen, who lived difperfed among, all 
the tribes, and occafioned great difturbanccs in the city, 
were confined to four tribes \ to wit, the Efquilina, the 
Palatina, the Subunana, and the Coliina b 

And now both confuls, M. Ifivius .Salinator and L Yr. of FI, 
iEmilius Paulus, embaiked for Illyricum, and opened the 
campaign with the fiege of Dimalum, a city of importance 
in that country, which Demetrius had fortified with fo y (j 

many works, that it was deemed impregnable. How- 

«ver, the Romans, by furprifing efforts, in the fpace of An army 
fcvendays, took this formidable bulwark, by which the 
regent pretended to fereen himfelf from the vengeance of 
Roi^e, Their next attempt was upon Pharos, an ifland 

« Flor. in Epit. Liv. lib. xx. 
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in the Adriatic Sea, the birth 'place of Deitietrioa. 
lie had aflembled the fidw^ of his troops, looking 
this iilyul and city as his laift refuge. As the Romaft 
fleet had two confalar arti^ies on board, one was landed 
in the night, with orde|i to conceal thcmfelves in the fo- 
reftsi and behind the rocks, till the fignal was given.. 
Then the fleet appeared off Pharos in open day, in api"' 
pearance to land forces. Demetrius marched out of 
. town at the head of his troops, ' to prevent the defccitf|: 
and then the legionaries, leaving their ambufh, mardidi 
filcntly, and feized an eminence between the city and the 
' port. Demetrius endeavoured to diflodge them ; but the 

Romans on board the fquadron having made their dc- 
feent, the Illyrians were invefled on all Tides, and foon 
diTperfed. Demetrius made his efcape to Macedon, on 
TAi latitr board a veffcl he had kept ready for that purpofe. The 
p£ pbaros was taken, plundered, and rafed ; fo that 
Rome was now the fecond time millrefs of Illyricum, 
which, however, fhe did not reduce to the form of a pro* 
vince, having fome compaflion for the youn^king Piiixus, 
who had been brought into thefe troubles merely by the 
fault of his guardians The confuls, on their return to 
Rome, were accufed before the tribes of having applied 
to their own ufe great part of the fpoils taken from the 
enemy, and of diftributing the reft partially among the 
fbldiers. j^milius was acquitted y but his colleague Sa* 
linator was condemned by all the tribes, except the tribe 
Mxcia ; an affront which he could not brook, and there- 
fore appeared no more in public, but retired to a hollfe 
he had in the country, and cheto led a folitary life, till 
the calamities of his country brought him into aftion 
again. When he was afterwards cenfor, he deprived all 
the tribes, except the tribe Mxcia, of the right of fuf"- 
frage, and all the privileges of Roman citizens ^ (O). 

While 

• Zon. lib, viii. cap. ao. * Aufi. Vjt, Vir. Illuft. Front# : 
1»trat. lib* iv. cap, i. Llv. lib. xxix. cap. 37. 

(O) In this confullhip, one didon ; but the PeloponncliaQ 
Archagathus of Pdoponnefus cur^ all forts of wounds in e 
i/itroduccd the art or furgery regular way ; on which ac^ 
into Rome. Till his time, count he was honoured 
eyery one had his family re- the right of citizenfliip, ^4 
ceipts, as Pliny calls them (1), had a houfe built for hi^ 
nonveyed down to him by tra- the cxpence of the public 

(1) Pirn. UJ^-,xxi|« csip, 
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tfee kcmnans were! engaged in the 
Ijta^ibal profecuted his conquefts in Spaiiu 

the Oicades, and. the Carpetani, bad attempted ^ 
epfiofe his progrefs With arnty of ^ hundred thoufanii^ 
i^n I but that brave commander had defeated them by 
hisfdperior Ikill in war, and pbliged thetn to fubmit. 

El^ed with this fuccefs!, he advanced, at the head df his Hannihal 
into the territory of Saguntum, and, contrary to 
Ac late treaty between Rome and Carthage, laid fiege to 
that city. The Roman fenate difpatched twoambaiTadors^ * 

P. Valerius FJaccUs, and Q^Bebius Tamphilus, to Han- 
nibal, with orders to proceed to Carthage, in cafe the 
Carthaginian general refufed to comply with their requcll. 

They were fcarce landed, when Hannibal declared, that 
he had not Icifure to give audience to ambaiTadorsf how- 
ever, he admitted theni at laft, and, in anfwer to theit 
rehaonilcances, told them, that the SagUntines had drawn 
misfortunes on themfelVed, by coitirriittirtg hdftilities 
Ogainft the allies of Carthage ; ahd at the fame tirhe de- 
ixred the deputies, if they had any complaints to make of 
him, to carry them to the fenate of Carthage. However, 
the artful Carthaginian immediately difpatched to Car- 
thage fome friends, in whom he could confide, to give 
the fenate favourable J)repofieiriohs with relation to hisen- 
terprize upon Saguntum. He then returned to the 
tack of that city, which he had intermitted for fome days, 
in order to Vefrcfli his troops. The Saguntines are faid 
to have defended themfelvcs for eight months wiA fiir^ 
prifing bravery ; and, when they could refill no longer, 
many of-them burnt all their richeft efFe£U, then (hutting 
th^felves up in their houfes, fet fire tp them, and perifti- 
Cjjl with their wives and children in the flames 

The Roman ambalTadorii arriving at Carthage, found S.mau 
leitate divided into two fadlions ; the Barcan, of which umhajfa^ 
Ha'milcar Barcas, the father of Hannibal, had been, the ^ ^ 
he^d, and that of Haiino, which con lifted bf the oldcft 
fena tors, and wifeft men iii the republic. The ambalfa- 
after having complained to the fenate of Hannibal^ 
denuBded, that he fhould be delivered to th6 Romans, to 


^ V / y Liv, Jib. xxi. cap. 14. 

aillt ufed to make large in ci- mans gave him the ligme of 
In order to cure wounds Butcher, which foon brought 
Vi4th 'inbitf certainty, the Ro« hisprofeflion mtodifrepute ( 2 ) . 
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bi bii defcrts ; ahil at t^c Ssj^t 

time 4^TaTeil, tWt wptild confider the 

jfp juft i demamjl, 'as a public approbation of th^ 

. ^On of the treaty,, ^iwl the deftruftlon of Saguntum. ^It 
ifeimed' ho^h. orucj.and jfliamtfuf for the Carthaginians to 
deliver np to hialrnplacabl^R encmiqs a young corfuuptdr,. 

. who wisitjbc glory and hopejs of* bis nation. Howe.S|;erf 
Hannd, m a >«rarm fpeoebj preyed, the fcpate to giv£ |:lip, 
Romans -the fajUsfa£tion they tequiredj but the Bai-qan 
faftion oppofed this motipn, and being more nume^-ou% 
prevailed. A commi|£one/| exp,ert in negotiations, ;waf 
appointed to difeufs the afiair witp the Roman amb^l&^, 
dors* and to anfwer tb^ir pomplaints ■, but, after 
conferences, in, which the Africa^ negotiator ufed allibc 
cbicanijiry and evhbons polJiblc, to colour the proceedings 
of.Hannibab the ambaltadom renewed their demand be- 
fore the fehate 5 and^to pfeyent endlcfs difputes, thex:j^e£ 
of -the ambadadors, naving made two folds in his n^ir 
faid, addreffing himfelf to the fen ate, “ On one 
peace, on the other Wat j choofe which you pleafc^*^ 
Tbe prefident of the aCembly anfwered, “ Wq /will 
choofe neither ; give’ us which you pleafe.’’ Take Wjay 
thra/’ replied the ambaflador. At which words the i|aiw 
can faftion cried out with joy, “War, war®!'' A mtat 
declaration, which brought both nations to the brink ot 
ruin. _ * 
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From the Commencement of the fecond Carthagmiti^.^^ 
' to the retaking of Saguhtum. ' C/ 

r I H H E new confuls, P. Cothiilit^s Scipio and 
A* Sjemprocius Longus, had ftarce Entered 
when the ambafladors returned to 
account^of their embaflfy, and the news df 
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^lOnjrtofSaguntum, left the lenate nq Toof^' to 
ahart Var pr peace.; The cpnfuls were therefore orderly 
to d¥aw, lots for their refpeQive provinces-, Africa fell to 
Senii)roniu5, and Spain to Cornelius^Scipio. The fotmer 
was direfled to pafs into ,*ffemt|le all the troops 

in that ifland, from thence' fail to Africa, an|l be^n hof-- 
tilities in that country, Cornelius was commanded to go 
intp^Spain, and ufe all pofllble means to prevent Haiini- 

from entering Italy, ;^Ix, fegipns wPre r.nifedj amount- Z/v//j 
ing.fo twenty-four thoufapd foot, and eighteen hundred for a 
horfe : and, among the feveral nations in Italy fubje£l to 
the republic, four ihoufand horfe more^ and forty-fpur 
thoufand foot. Rome equipped a fleet of two hundred ,/ ‘ 

aiid, twenty quinquehemes, ^nd twenty other light veflels, 

Two legions, con filling each of four thoufand foot, and i 

three hundred horfe, with fourteen thoufand foot, and . 
one thoufand horfe, of the allies, were put under the 
cpr^mand of Cornelius Scipio, who was to tranfport them 
qh Ijpard a fleet of fixcy quinqueremes to Tranfalpine 
Caph!/, Two legions, with fourteen thoufand foot, and 
^ixtpeh. hundred horfe, of the allies, were left in Italy, 
under, the command of the praetor L. Manlius, to keep 
Cjfalpine Gaul in awe. As for the conful Semprontus, 

T/hp was defigned for Africa, his army confifled of two 
legions, fixteen thoulthd foot, and eighteen hundred 
horfe, of the allies, Thefe troops were put on boardra 
fleet* of a hundred and fixty gallics, and twenty light 
veifels. . . 


Before the arrival of Sempronius in Sicily, the Cartha- 
ginians had feiu out a fquadron of twenty fail to plunder 
^e.coafts of Italy i but thefe Ihips being dlfperfed by a 
^orm, l^iog Hiero, who happened to he then at Meflana 
witli his fleet, had detached part of it, and taken fome of 
them. The prifoners informed him, that Carthage had 
equipped another fquadron of thirty-five gallics, with a 
deiign to furprife Lilybaeum. This intelligence the king 
impiVdiatcly communicated to AHmilius, praetor of Sicily, 
W,l||y’fa|jcd with his fmall fquadron to join the Syracufan 
4ee|, tn order to defeiid the threatened city. The Car- 
thagihians finding, Upon their arrival, both fleets, riding 
^^. afiqhor before the rppulh of tbe harbour, did not attempt 
tq Inlet it, hut, keeping at fome diftance, drew ujf in 
li}^ br battle. The Romans and Syracufans accepted 
J fp that an engagement enfued, ip which. 
^hTOhh^iiilans were defeated,^ with the Jofs'of feven 
fllipl* i SQventcca j^k men were taken 
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prifoiier% And a great many killed in the acflion. Th^ 
nofiiAii^ did not lofe a galtey-, and had but a v^ry TmaU 
number of men killedp The king, on his return to Mcf.^ 
fana, finding Scmproniu 5 thdre, went immediately on 
board the conTul’a (hip» embraced him tenderly, and 
affured him, that he fhould continue the fame affedtion 
for Rome in his old age, which he had always (hewn in his 

J guth i nor did he limit his good will to profeflions only ; 

e cloathdd the legionaries, and the crews of the Roman 
fhips, at his own expence, fupplied the whole army with 
corn, then fet fail with the conful for Lilybaeum, 
where they parted with regret 

Sempronius, from LilybxUm, fleered his courfe to the 
illand oWVlelita, fituated between Sicily and Africa; and 
he no fponcr appeared before it, than Hamilcar, the Car- 
thaginian, governor, furrendered the ifland, the city, and 
* the garrifon. But in the mean time the Carthaginians, 
having m^dc a defeent on the coafts of Italy, Sempronius 
Was preparing to drive them from thence, when news 
arrived, that Cannibal had pafled the Alps, and at the 
fame. time he received an order from the fenate to return 
In all haflc to Italy. Leaving, therefore, the prwtor, 
^milius, in Sicily, with a fufficicnt number of troops 
and ftiips to defend the ifland, he went on board his fleet, 
and entered the Adriaric Sea^ wj^h a d^flgn to land at 
^riminum 

Pannihal, being authorized by the fenate of Carrhag, 
to aft agalnft the Romans as he thought proper, refolvcd 
not to wait for their coming to attack him in Spain, but 
to carry the war into the heart of their dominions, With 
this view he had, during the winter, fettled affairs in 
Spain. He appointed his brother Afdrubal governor of 
that country in his abfence ; and, in order to put him in 
condition tp oppofe any defeents there, he left him fifty 
quinqueremes, four quadriremes, and five triremes. As 
to the Undrforces, he did not leave his brother to the 
mercy of the Spaniards, but tranfporled thirteen thoufand 
eight hundred and fifty foot, and one thoufand two hun- 
dred horfe, of the Spanifh froops, into Africai and 
brought fiftecri thoufand Africans into Spain. By this 
exchange he wifely provided for the feewity of both Conn- 
eries. After thefc prudent regulations he waited only for 
anfvyers of Italic Qauls, tp whom be had f?nt his 
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cibiflarles, lb)icitiiig tfatm to Oiate Bomait 

no fooner ) received irf&iiifioci Wtorr cameft dcfire to 
fee him in Italy^ than W the 

pfeparationd for hia iharcht He began by jhit ting l)imXelf 
u^er the proteflion of Hercules, ^ho was woifhippefd at 
'Cades, whither he took a jdurn^.to offer Sacrifices and 
vows to that god. Then be aflenibled' fWia trobps, Jm- / 
rdngttcd thein, and, upon, ^ mijifter, found that they 
an^unted to ninety thoufand foot, and twelve dioufand 
horfe. However^ by the deiertion of fome of his tfoops, 
by his difinjffing others, and by the feveral detachment^ 
he made for the fecurity of the new-conquered provinces, 
h|s army,' when he ciofled the tyr^nees, confifted only 
of fifty thodfand foot, and nine thoufand horfe With 
thefe troops, having paifed the Pyrenees without oppofi- 
tion^ he arrived at Illiberis, a city of ^ Gallia Narboncnfis, 
on the coaft of tboMcditetraneati, which he had appoint- 
ed for the place of the gencraJ rendezvouft. 

^ In the mean . time the Boii, receiving anteltigence that ^he Son 
Hannibal had begun^hifi march to Italy, openly revolted 
from the Romans, ^od, -heingfoifiel by the Infubres, fell 
^on the two new colonies of Flaicentia and Cremona, 
l^e inhabitants fled for refuge to Mutina, an old Roman 
cpleny, whither the rebels purfped them, with a defign 
to befiege the place j but as they were not {killed in taking 
cities, they had eecciurfe to treachery, drew the three 
leaders of the colony out of tbe place,* under pretence of 
a conference, and then feized them, with ^ defign to ex- 
change t|ioin for the (iqftages they had formerly left in 
tne hands of the Romans. Thefc boRilities rouzed the 
pTsetflfr Manlius, who had been left by Cornelius Scipio, 
vrith two legions, to keep Cifalpine Gaul in fubjediion. 

H^ immediately led obe Of them to the relief of Mntina ; 
but as the country, through which he marched, was 
covered with forefts, the Gauls, wfiDVcrc acquainted with 
all the roads, furprifed him, and cut moft of his legiona- 
ries in pieces, the praetor himfelf efcaping with great dif- 
ficulty to an eminence, whence he retired to Tanetum, a 
city od the banks of the Nicia, where he was immediately 
invefted by the enemy. However, upon the approach of 
the prietor Lucips A^tUius, at thf^ head of the other le- 

g 'on, ^nd five thoufand auxiliaries, ^he enemy raifed the 
;ge8 of Tanetum and Mutina, add difperfed . 

cpolyb. lib. iii. cap. i88, Liv. lib. xxi^ cap. 21, 23* 

Ubi xxu cap, 15, 16, Polybi^lib. iii. cap. 193, ipo* 
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5 rtiti#ept aii3fng the'^ctsaft of Liguils^ bis iroof^a 

at that mouth of the i*^hici|i%/fei*reft Mafilia. 

His aefign was to wait lii ere forlia^iWy. atid him 
^ * battle before he attempted to efofs the Alps. He had, 
indeed, received notice of Hannibal's having pafled tbe 
Pyrenees; but could ilot imaf ine.that he yvas neaf^ con- 
fidering the difficulty iand^ length of bis march. Hej^thev^ 
fore encamped on an idand formed by the Rhone, -which 
. the ancients call Camaha; end the moderns ta Ca^arque^ 
and remained there a few days to i»cfrefli:hiSr troops after 
the fatigues of the fea. But Haanibsd,^ore expeditions 
than Scipio imagined, having furmounted all dificulties, 
was encamped on the banks of the Rhot^, :»nd ccmtrivitig 
means to pafs that rapid ftream ®, Thc^Gauhy on that 
fide the river, favoured him -through fear-; but thofo Ofi 
the other fide, jealous of fo powerful an army, prepaTred 
to oppofe his palTage with all th^ir force, 'Sicipio knew 
nothing of this defign otherwife, by joining the Gaub, 
who were determined to difpntie his paffage, he would, in 
all likelihood, have nfmde thcRhond the boundary of Han^ 
nibars expedition ; but,' in^ this gfoat trifis, Hannib^’s 
fottunc was equal to his valour.' ' v ' . ' 

The Carthaginian fafpcifling that a cohfctbr army wai 
not far off, and being therefore oMiged without delay t<j 
pafs the river, which was no wh^e fordabltJ^if in fight of 
the enemy, he had recoprfc to ftratagfem. Hfe detached 
part of his army, under the comihand of HivnOo, the fon 
of Bomilcar, with orders to mareh up along, the' river, 
to crofs it out of fight of the enemy’c danrvp, and, by tak- 
Hannibal ing a tour, to get behind them and lie in ambuihi hfanno 
having c3^ecuted his eomniiffion, and given the fignal 
agreed on, HannibaL prepared to pafs the river With th^t 
part of the army which remained with him. He ordered 
his cavalry to embark" in the greater veffeb,^ and^his' iWt 
in canoes* made only of hi5lo wed trees. HeS^ diroi&od 
thofe who governed the greater^ veffels to keep bows 
upon the ftream, thereby to chedk thiB cnrrfht of 
i^nd cover the others from dangOr. ' The horfes vTafo Hot 
embarked, but fwam after the ftnaU boats, one mati^Ohb 
ing three or four by the bridle oh each* fide the boat. 
While they Were thills contending iigairtft the violeOB# -^ 
the ftream, and u^matitig ^ch othety the enemy ’W'dited 
for them on the opjpofitc bank,' with difmal cries and howi- 

•Pff)7b.l»;Ui.cap,V,^'- 
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fia^^^th fafll avp^iq, 

y>^ j^tey 4i4>«rfe4i ^yii^ry one making 

village ^ t , 

; i$cip^ receiving, enemy were aln 

ijpl^^ltounped on tbe banks of -th^ Ji^Wnej, dejtached three 
]n^^dTea€^cn botfo ter . reconnoitre* Thefe fell in Vt'ith 
I^umidian b^rfei fent out by Han- 
a iharp aftion enfued, in 
wHigii; tb^ loft two hjtindred men, and the Ro- 
ai hbnrfirj^ 41^4 fixty- The Numidians were put to 
flight,; an4 thU advantage, hpw inconfjderablc foever, was 
lopk^ upon by Iiom»n& a« a happy omen for the reft 
t^r *- Hoiyever, it, did not difeourage Hannibal, 
VybC^i upon certain information, that the confular army 
Vl|is not far di flan t, wa^forfome time in doubt, whether 
l^ftipuld attack the Rpmans, or march'for Italy; J)ut the 
d^Up^s froip the Gifelpinc Gauls, the chief of whom was 
pi|^. Magalus or M^ilus, determined him, by their advice, 
tol^d nis arn^y p^yer the mountains entire, and not rfin 
of Weaketting it by a difafter. They made 
t|^;^ibal rich prefents* tendered him their fervice, and 
took upon them to be his guides over the Alps, The 
Cattbugmi^n, therefore, to avoid Scipio, marched up the 
rbret, and encamped the conflux of the Jlhodanus and 
th^i Araris, or the Rhone and the Saone. Here Hannilfal 
. two -brothers difputing for the dominion of the 
Cuunt^, apd their armies drawn up ready to engage. 
At the requeft of tbe elder brother Hannibal joined him 
againft thpyoungfer, whom he drove out of the country. 
The conclperor imnicdiately expreffed his gratitude,, by 
fu|^(hing the Carthaginians with cloaths, which they 
grcitly wanted, mo ft of them being half naked, and fupply- 
ing tbem with what was neceflary to guard them againft the 
and ice of the* Alps. Nor was^his all the advantage 
hjl.^etved from thefe allres : as the Carthaginians were 
afraid being {attacked by the Gauls difperfed about 
unknown countries, the king guarded, them in per* 
coqdufl:ed them fafe to theufoot of the mOup- 
•'>^^hich they reached after ten days march, 
ancients have feft us in great uncertainty as to the 
MM(e:b>fber€ the Garth aginiah genocal paffed the moun- 
j^mp of point out 6ne place, and 

-^PblyV lib. iii, cap. 195— aeo. Liv. lib, xxi< cap, z6— aS. 
fiv; ibid; cap, ay. 
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we fhall fotloW tbtdiigh tl^ira^|p)^s iapet 

with in his 5^thont the 

pretifc pbce, w^here he auempted^w#^^ ac^dm- 
plifhed, fo Imd ait tmdeitaking: * A$ fbdti as Hanmlbal 
ordered his troops td begin their nfkarch dp the n^unta^tt 
the pptty kings of th<5^ cotintry, aflenibling thcit tfoops In 
great numbers^ pofTefled themfdlv^ of tll^ eihiiieiicesi 
over which the Carthaginians were obliged ifo pafs., Tbpy 
continued harafiing the Carthaj^ihiahs^ and were nd fooper 
driven from one emihcnce, than they feizi^ another, dlf- 
puting every foot of land with the (^tiehiy^ and deftroy* 
ing great numbers bf them by the kdfah^ge they had of 
the ground **. Hannibal being informed by the Gahlsi who 
ferved him as guides, that roe Barbarians kept guard in 
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thofe places only in the d^-time,^ and in the night 
tired a village not far on, he decamps in broad dajrf 
^d, moving llowly, drew near the poll which the moun* 
taineers pofllefled in the evening, as if be defigned ibp^fa 
tUb night there ^ but as foon as it Was da|k| ana theepemy 
had, according to their cuftom, r^ed, be put himfelfut 
the head of a detachment of chofeil men, and gained one 
nfthe eminences. When day difcovered to the enemy 
what had paired, Aey refbtved to attack the Carthagi- 
nians from the Other eminences, which cdramanded Jxe 
narrow, ftony, arid broken way, through which they 
matched. Accordingly, leaping front rock to rock with 
the agility of hinds, they fell upon them from all quar- 
ters at once. The Carthaginians toft in this unforefeen 
attack an incredible nooiber of horfes and beafts of bur- 
den : but the horfes that were wounded gave them, moft 
trouble ; for, falling in fo narrow and crouded a [Way^ 
they threw down oroets by ftriving to recover theif fectj 
and fo occafioned a general COnfiihon. Hannibal 
ing this, immediately left the poll he had takehi aM 
falling on the enemy from the higher ground, kill0^fho|t 
of them on the fpot, and difperfed the reft ^ 

Having' cfcaped this danger, he immediately ipfl^hc^ 
at the head of afftrong detachment agaiaft th^^towii 
which had harbpurbd roe enemy, and entered it 
out oppohtion. Here he fbund thd prifoners, horfes, 
h^s of burden, whlchh^ fatten ipio the eneni/^ balfplll^ 
b^hdes cattle and corn futECtent to fup|)i:^t the 
three days. In this tbwh Baimib^l remain^ a 

JylV> ibid, * 7 ,f . 

■*, .. •‘'./'Ml* 



s^nd tbeii* hbjntrcb fpr 
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day be fell into agreatei danger 
^an efcaped. Other mountaineers met 

^lUm wui^'i>1^-Dranches and ^rlands of flowers, and ten- 
dered him their {ervice. Hannibal, thinking it equally 
dangerous to trull or diilruft them, endeavoured, by 
^yeru qpeftions^ to^ ](bund their .defign. They told him, 
t^this having defeat tbofe who oppofed him, and taken 
thdr town, had prompted (hem to come and implore his 

f rrotQi^Lon; and that, as to thcmfclves, they were re- 
blved to dio him no injury, nor fuffer any to be done him 
by others. Hannibal at nrlt only pretended to trul^ihem 
for fe^ of difqbliging them j but after they had fupplied 
niS army with provifions, and converfed with all manner 
’ of freedom and confidence with his foldicrs, he began to 
entertain a better opinion of their fincerity, and even put 
ioi much confidence in them, as to accept their tenders of 
" ferving him as guides. However, as he ftill retained a 
fecrct doubt of their fincerity, he placed his elephants and 
^horfe ill the van, and a chofen body of foot in the rear. 

This precaution preferved his army from being entirely 
deftroyed for thefc faithlefs guides, hi^ving led the army 
fiito a Valley, fiirrounded with rocks and fteep hills, faced 
about, and fell upon them in front, while their country- g^idutond 
men, who lay concealed among the rocks, attacked thdr 
rear ; tut the elephants Hopped the futy of the one, and ^ 

"ihe infantry Hood their ground againftithe other. 

NevercHelefsjtthe Carthaginians fuffered no fmall lols ' ' 
bbth of men and horfes on this'pccafion 5 for the enemy, 
foliirig down huge Hones from the upper ground, killed 
a g^at number. The conftemation was fo great in Han- 
dle's army, tba.t he was obliged to Hop, and take up his 
qd^^rs that night on tb^ top of an eminence, expofed to 
%ne bpen air, vvTtb that part of the army which was with 

t i, remote from the baggage, and the reft of the troops, 

6 with difficulty cffe£led their paffage through the 
yaUey before day-break- In the morning, the enemy be- 
retired, Hannibal joined his^arn^ and ba^age, 
wd^^Dojntinued his march. After this effort, the Gauls 
only in fmajl bodies, falling fomeiimes on the' 

' ^nd fpmetimes on the rear of |be ai:my, ^4 fcldom ' 

to carry off ^rt of the baggage. After many fa- Arriit$g ^ 
and Ioffes, BanniW •atHved at the tpp of the tht tvp^ 
nine days after he had begun td afeend them. 
hg . eneampedi smd batted tiw dayi„ to give his 
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itiring his ftay^ he fawVith plcafufe ;iifia(>y%©rfe? arrive,^ 
■which he thought loft, and fome of hi$ 
been able to keq> up withTiis arniy/ had 
lately fallen in great ^ plenty on the ■ topa of fhofe hrgh‘ 
mountains, and covered the ground^ this fight terrified' 
the Africans and Spdniairdsj who yrere much affc&ed 
With the cold. In order to enc0dta^;'ihehi, 
fplre them with refolutioii hgainft the raf^eri^gs tbit 
threatened theih, the Carthagartf^li led th^m 

the top of the higheft rbek on the. fide of Italy, and 
gave them a view of the large and ftuitfur plaiiis of Infuiv 
bria, acquainting them, that the 'Gauls,’ Whofc couhtty, 
theyfaw, were ready to join them. ^ Having thus animated 
his haralTed troops, after two days fell hb decamped, and 
began to defeend the ihountains ^ / 

The difficulties they met with in gmng dovim Wfere 
equal to thofe they had found in the^aftent, Tjlby had 
indeed few enemtefS to contend with i bilt the deep MbWsj^, 
mountains of ice, ' craggy rock^ an d frightful prefcipices^ V 
proved .more terrible than any enemy, However, thcr 
troops, now inured to tljc“ greate ft hardtfliips, wefe proof 
againft all difficulties, and furmoUtitcd them with cnear- 
fulncfs. After they had for fome days marched through 
narrow, fteep, and flippery ways, they came at length ib 
a place, which neither men, elephants, nor hprfesi could 
pkfs. The way was exceeding narrow | and the decI5'-\ 
vity was become moire dangerous ^y the falling away of 
the earth. Here the guides flopped, and^h^ whole army, 
being alarmed, Hannibal propofed at firil: to march round, 
and attempt another wny ; but ‘all places being covered' 
wkh fnow to a great depj:h, h^ found himfelf reduced to 
the neceflity, either of turning back; and climbing Up the 
mountains again, or getting doUm plage wWch Was al- . 
ihbft perpendicular^ wH%rc a thin furfate of fnqw ipTcrcdy 
a thick ice. The infaiitty beg^n to defeend; tbefe' 
feet flipping, and there being nothing to cEttch ijoW bi^^ 
they rolled into the precipices Which Were ' 6h either fide^ 
this narrow paflagej and were ct^uftied to pieces, or 1"^ ' 
the fnow, ^ ^ 

^ Hannibali* havih^f 'brdered the fhow m be ^remc 
Which covered ah' the ^rOuUd,^and iho itie .to be brok 
CnCamped at the entfiilqe of this in orfer to 

berate on the prijper method dt^'fhrmpuhtiUg the 
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' After he had Confi 4 fr^d.'tfee ns^tiii« of thp 
|)Ui(:e, he ^6|lduded, that>the Doty ipeans of gettifig over 
i^^as to ciit the rock idclf, through which 

hia and elephants, might pat’s. This was 

a tajboHous work/, but the Numiaians,, fetting chpar- 
about it, and frequently relieving one another, M^itb 
uitlpeafcable pains made,'* in one day, away in the rock 
for tbp foot, andiiq three days more for the horfe,,and 
Ufcewife for the elephants, which had fuffered much, and 
re aim oft dead with hunger, the ground being in that 
pate of the Alps ebvered with fnpw, fo that no forage 
could be found (P). Thus Hannibal, having fpent nine 
days in climbing Up the Alps, and fix. in defeending them, 
reached at length Jnfubriaf and, notwithftanding his many 'Hannibal 
difafters by the way, entered that country with all the enters /v- 
iKjidnefs of a conqueror. fubria^ 

, Hannibal now reviewed his army, when he found, that 
of the fifty thoufand foot, with which he had ffct out from 
ifew Carthage five months and fifteen days before, he 
had now but tiyelve thoufand Carthaginians, and eight 
thoufand Spaniards and that his twelve thoufand horfe 
were reduced toTix thoufand CQ,^); His firft care, when he 
entered Italy, was to refrelh his troops, who, after fo 
long a march, and fo many hardlhips, were in great want 
of reft.. However, he did not fuffer them to indulge 
long in idlenefs ; but joining the Infubres, who wefe at 
war with the Taurinlana, laid fiege to Taurhium, the ^akes 
only city in the. country, and made himfelf mafter of it 
itt three days, putting all who refilled to the fword. This 

Some hhTornma tell us, that Hannibal eiitcreil Italy at 
t^at the Nurnidians u fed vine- the head ‘of forty thoufand 
gstf to fi^ften the rocks (i); foot, and ten thoufand horfe; 
but.th^ filence of the raoft ju- others make his troops amount 
writers, as to this par- to two hundred thoufand foot^ 

QiS^fr , is fuffiQiept to jLiflity and twenty thoufand horfe (2), 
iWrSbt giving credit to fo idle But the above mentioned nu.m^ 
f .fibiy* All they tell JAS is, her waS fjpeCified by Hannibal 
ftjk We Africans rhadc ufe of himfelf, and engraved, afl Po- 
"foer, pick-axes, and other in- lybrus informs us, tm a co- 
l^i^ents 0^’ iron, for ’^the ac^ Uumi which hd erefted near the 
cnttiplifhing of Co laborious an LBcluiaa Promontoiy in Gala* 
pndertaking, bria (3)- ^ 

j ( ^) Some writer^ icll UH 4^/ . . ^ 

M Liv. lib. xxi. cap» 37. / (si,l^CiBcius Ahmentui^pud 

Kr. xki. cap. 48. (3) Polyb. lib; lii. cap. aoj. 
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atcliicvetnent (iruok fach terror into th^ ' nelgKbotlrj(i£ 
Barbarians, chat they all fubmitCied to the cqnquerori and 
fupplied his army with all forts of ptQTifiODS h 

When Scipio underflood, upon the return af the party 
he had Tent out, that Hannibal wa^ arrived at the bank3 
of the Rhone, he decamped, and marched up the riv^r^ 
with a defign to give him battle ^ but finding that the 
Carthaginians had crolTed the river three day^ before, and 
was purfuing his march over the Alps mtp Italy, he 
inarched back to hi^ fleet with all pofTible e^ipedition^ 
Having dii'patched his brother Cpeius Scipio, With the 
belt part of his troops^ to carry on the war in Spain 
againfl Afdrubal, he embarked the reft, with a defign to 
return to Italy by fea, and meet Hannibal on his defeend- 
ing the Alps. He foon arrived at Pifa, and crofling He- 
iruria, joined that army, which the conful Manlius had 
fo unfortunately led againft the Boii. With thii, and tho 
few troops he had with him, he pafled the Po, and 
camped on the banks of the Ticinus, which difoharges 
itfeli into that river. Hannibal was furprifed, when he 
underftood that Scipio, whom he had left on the banks 
of the Rhone, had already returned from Oaul to Italy, 
crpfTed Hetruria, pafled the Po^ and was ready to receive 
Mm. Scipio was no lets ilruck with admiration at Han-' 
nibal’s expedition in crofling the Alps, through ways 
which he deemed impaflablc. Xhis reciprocal refpcA, 
which the two generals had for each olbet,. rncfeafcd 
their emulation, and infpired them with an eager defirc. 
of entering the lifts together In the mean time the 
news of Hannibal’s arrival in Italy, at the head of a 
powerful army, of his taking Taurinuni, 'and advancing 
to meet the confuf Scipio, filled Rome with terror. The 
fenate expelled every hour to hear of a battle^ and the 
uncertainty of the fuccefs kept all’men infufpcitfo } indeed 
the two armies were too ncair each other to defer entering 
upon aflion. Scipio encouraged his troops ht an barai^gue . ^ 
well fuited to the occafion ; but Hannibal employed a ncTS^ 
kindpf eloquence, which mfule deep imp rcfl&o^ on the ^^ 
minds of hi^ i 

, He had .tre^ited the prifoners, token Pn the Alp^i ^kh 1 
otmoft rigour i fo th^ they eameftly wilhed to put an 
end to their miferies hy death. They were loaded night : 
and day with heavy chains^ ^lutoft ftarved^ and beaten in ^ 
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m raoft barbarous manner. Hannibal defigned them for 
the divfeffion with which he now entertained his troops ; 
for he caufed thofe unhappy men to be brought out at the 
head of the army, which he anemblcd for that purpofe, 
and alked them whether they were willing to engage each 
otherfin fingle combats, and fighl^till one of them were 
killed in fight of his troops. He ordered horfes, and 
rith habits and furniture, to be produced at the fame time, 
as rewards for the conquerors and comforted the van- 
quifhed with the hopes of death, which would end their 
infupporxable miferies. There was not one of then> 
who did not, with great joy, confent to the propofal. 

Hannibal then commanded a certain number to be 
chofen by lot, in order to engage. Thofe on whom the 
lot fell, leaped for joy, while the others broke out into 
lodd lamentations. While they fought, the reft of the 
prifoners looked dtf the vanquiftied as no lefs fortunate 
than the conquerors, having by their death put a period 
to the miferies they endured. ' The conftancy- of thofe 
who died was more admired by the Carthaginian foMierft 
than the valour and Ikill of the furvivors. While their 
imaginations were warm with thefe objedts, Hannibal told 
them, that their fate was like that of the Captives whofe 
glorious deaths they had admired, and whofe rewards they 
had envied ; that Italy w?s a vaft prifon to them, having 
the enemy’s country before them, and behind them the 
Alps ; that they could not efcape the miferies to which 
hunger, thirft, nakednefs, and heavy chains, would re- 
duce them, unlcfs they purchafed liberty, necelTarics, and 
life itfelf, by their bravciy 5 that, fince they could enter- 
tain no hopes of returning to their native countries by 
flight, they ought to have the fame fentiments which 
they had, juft. before admired in the captives, fince they 
were under the fame necelEty of conquering, or dying ; 
and that if they conquered, not fine horfes only, and rich 
furniture, would be their lot, but all the wealth of the 
richeft Country and city in the wwld 

The difeourfe of the general was applauded by the 
whole army, every man that he was determined 

to conquer or die. With this difpofition thC atm y drew 
near the Ticinus,' which Scipio had already pafled^ ^ Next *rhtiw§ 
daf the two arhiies came in fight of each other, when> 

Scipio advanced at the head ot the cavalry, with fome 
companies of dartmen, to obferve the enemy’s ^motions 

» Lir. ibid, cap* 4o«*45- Poixb. ibid. cap. sl4^iK^ ’ 
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and (Hlpofitlon. Hannibal marched againft him ^ th# 
head of his Spahifh and Numidian cavalry. As the leaders 
on both fides, and the troops they commanded, were 
eager to engage, they foon came to blows ; but fcarce 
had the Roman dartmen, w'hom Scipio had placed in the 
front, made their firft^dif charge, when they retired into 
the fpaces between their troops, through fear of being 
trod down by the horfe. Hannibal's horfe made but one 
large front, the Numidians in the two wings, and the 
Spaniards in the centre. The onfet began between the 
cavalry of the Gauls in the Roman army, and the Spanifli 
hoiTe in the Carthaginian. The former, fupported by the 
dartmen, who were drawn up in the intervals between 
the fquadrons, fullained the {hock of the Spanifh horfe 
with great refolution ; but in the mean time the Numi- 
dians, taking a compafs, attacked th^ Romans in flank, 
and, after an obftinate and long difpnte, obliged them 
to give ground. Hereupon the Gauls, who had hitherto 
fought with great bravery, retired likewife in fome con- 
fufion. Scipio, at the head of a fmall body of cavalry, 
endeavoured to animate his troops more by his example 
than by words, till he fell from his horfe, dangeroufly 
wounded. Then’ the Romans, believing their general 
killed, fled with great precipitation ; and Scipio would 
have been left upon the place, had not his fon, attended 
by a few Roman knights, refeued, and carried him back 
to the camp 

Scipio, confidering that the enemy was fuperior to him 
in horfe, and confequently chat it would be dangerous to 
give them battle in the champaign country, abandoned 
his camp, repafled the Fo, and reti'red to Placentia. 
Hannibal remained fome time on the field of battle, in ex- 
peiTation that the legions would appear; 'but Vi^hen he 
underftood that the conful was decamped, he purfued 
him as far as the bridge over which he had pafled the Ti- 
cinus; but finding it broken down^ he took fix hundred 
men, whom the Roman general had left to defend a fmall 
fort, and, without without lofs of time, marched up the 
Ticinus, till he tame to the banks of the Po, which be 
crofled oti a bridge of boats. He then divided his army 
into two bodies, giving the command of one to his brother 
Mago, witli orders to purfue the enemy, while he remain- 
ed in the neighbourhoodof the Po, to receive the dapu- 
tles of feveral Gaulifh nations, whom his firft advantage' 


” Folyb. ibid. & Liv. cap. 4$. 
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bad brought dver to him. They engaged td fupply hiia . 
with as many men, arms, and proviiions as he mould 
want. Encouraged by thefc offers he marched forward, 
joined his brother, and took the road to Placentia, where avd ad- 
the conful was encamped. Scipio, believing himf^elf fafe 
in that litiiation, thought of nothing but curing his own 
and his foldiers wounds. He was therefore furprifed to 
fee Hannibal advance within reach of his entrenchments, 
draw up his army, and offer him battle. Scipio, inftead 
of accepting the challenge, fortified his camp \ and Han- 
nibal, not thinking himfelf ftrong enough to force the 
enemy’s lines, encamped ten miles from him. 

In the mean time an unexpeded event augmented the Treachtrj 
apprehenfions of the Romans, andincreafed the confidence e/ 
of the enemy. About two thoufandfoot, and two hundred 
horfe, of thofe Gauls who ferved in the conful’s army, when 
all was quiet in the Roman camp, entered the tents that 
wcie next to them, murdered the Romans, while they 
were afieep, and, cutting off their heads, made their 
efcape to Hannibal- He. invited them, with great pro- 
mifes, into his fervice \ and gave them leave, for the pre- 
fent, to retire to their refpe£tive habitations, to fpread 
the fame of this aftion, and engage their countrymen to 
ferve the Carthaginians. At the fame time ambafladors 
came to him from the Boii, with the three Commiffionera 
of the two, Roman colonies, whom they had formerly 
taken by treachery. Hannibal received the deputies with 
great demonltrations of kindnefs ; and left the three iHuf- 
trious captives in their hands, that they might make ufe 
of them, as they had formerly propofed, to redeem their 
hoftages p. 

Scipio not doubting that the Gauls, after their coun- 
trymen had adled fo criminal a part, would declare for the 
enemy, refolved to leave his camp at Placentia, where he 
was furrounded on all fides by Gaulifh nations, and to 
feek fome poft where his troops would not be fo much 
intimidated by fufpe^led neighbours. Accordingly he 
decamped the following night, and, pafling the Trebla, 
a ffnall river which falls into the Po, pofted himfelf on 
an Cniinence near that river, in the .neighbourhood of 
many of the allies of the Roman people. Hannibal, upon 
intelligence of the conful’s march, detached his Numidian 
horfe in purfuit of him, while he himfelf^ followed with 
the main body of the army. The Numidians, finding the 

p Polyb. lib. iii. cap. aio. Liv. lib. cap. 
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Roman ^amp evacuated, ftaid to fet fire to It ; and this delay 
gave the Homans time to pafs the plains, and gain the 
eminences on the other fide the river. Scipio entrenched 
himfelf in his new pofi^ refolving not to leave it till his 
wound was cured, and his colleague Sempronius, whom 
he impatiently expefted from Sicilyi was arrived with an- 
other army. Hannibal encamped within five miles of 
them, on the other fide the Trebia. Hither great num- 
bers of Cauls flocked to him, infomuch that provifions 
grew fcarce in his camp y but he foon fupplied this want, 
by bribing one Dafius, a Brundufian, governor of Ciafti- 
dium, where the Romans had fixed their magazines of 
arms and provifions, to deliver up the place to him , by 
which means he transferred the fcarcity from his own 
camp to that of the Romans 

When news Were brought to Rome of the battle of the 
horfe, and the iffue of that engagement, the fenate was 
furprifed. Some blamed Scipio \ others imputed that 
misfortune to the perfidioufnefs of the Gauls, who, by 
their defertion, had given a proof of their treachery and 
hatred to the Romans ; but after all, as the legions were 
entire, they aflumed courage, not doubting but that fine 
body of foot would be able to ftop the progrefs of the 
conqueror. Their confidence was heightened by the joy- 
ful tidings of the arrival of the cohful Sempronius at Ari- 
minum, after a voyage of forty days from Sicily to that 
place. He immediately fet out on his march, and in a 
few days joined his colleague on the banks of the Trebia. 
After he had refreflied his troops, and informed himfelf 
of the circumftances of the engagement upon the Ticinus, 
the itrenglh of the enemy, and the charafter of their 
leader, Impatient to enter upon adlion, he detached all 
his cavalry, contrary to the opinion of his colleague, with 
orders to pafs the Trebia, and attack a party of Numidian 
and GauUfh horfe, which Hannibal had fent out to lay 
waftc the lands of thofe Gauls who adhered to the Romans. 
The trivial advantage he gained on this occafion made him 
refolve to hazard a general engagement. Scipio, whofe 
wound confined him to his bed, did all that lay in his 
power to divert his colleague from fo dangerous a defign : 
he told him, that as foon as his ftrength would allow 
him to aQ, he had an enterprize to put in execution which, 
he was*" confident, would much redound to the fervicc 
of bis country ; but this intimation, inltead of diverting 

n Polyb. lib.iil. tapi axo, 
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(ilempromus from his firft defigni made him i^ore eager 
to engage the enemy, before Scipio could appear in the 
fiejd, to (hare with him the glory of the vkSory j and bc- 
caufe that commander couM not approte of his ill-timed 
eagernefs for an engagement, he told htm^ that his mind 
was more aiFe£led than his body, and that his wound gave 
him an averlion to battles. Thus Sempronius, blinded 
with ambition, and ^ilcafcd With the hopes of a complete 
viftory, without Scipio’s fharing in the honour of it, re- 
folded to come to a pitched battle with the Carthaginians ^ 

Hannibal, having learned the conful's delign by fpies, 
whom he Tent into the Homan camp, detached the follow- 
ing night his brother Mago, With two* thoufand chofen 
men, half horfe and Iralf foot, ordering them to conceal 
themfelvcs under the banks of a rivulet, and wait there 
till they fhould receive orders to quit their ambufeade. 
Early next morning the Carthaginian commanded a ilrong 
detachment of Numidian horfe to march out, iiifult the 
enemy in their camp ; and then, retiring flowly before the 
Roman cavalry, who he did not doubt would purfue them, 
to pafs the Trebia, and enter the plain. The Numidians, 
purfuant to their orders, advanced to the conful’s en- 
trenchments, as if they intended to brave the Romans. 
Sempronius, impatient of this infult, firft fent out his ca- 
valry againft them, then his dartmen, and laftly, marched 
out in perfon at the head of all his legionaries. The Ro- 
mans had not yet taken any nourifhment j befides, the 
day was very cold and fnowy ; and the nearer they drew to 
the river, the more (harp the wind blew: however, fuch 
was the eagernefs of the conful to come yp with the 
enemy, who had juft pafled the river on horfeback, that 
he commanded the Roman infantry to leap into the water \ 
an order which they obeyed without hefitation, though it 
reached to their waifts. When they came ^ut of the 
river, they found themftlves fo benumbed with cold that 
they could not handle their arms; bcfidcs, as ibc day 
was far advanced before they all got over, they felt the 
effects of hunger, while the Carthaginians had rcfreftied 
themfelvcs with a plentiful repaft, and anointed their 
bodies, to arm themfelvcs againft the cold ■- 

The Romans no fooner appeared in the pUin, than 
Hannibal formed his army in battalia* He placed eight 
thoufand Spaniards, of the Balearic iflands, aimed with 

^ Liv. lib. ii. cap. 5I, ■ Polyb.libiiu- cap, Liv. 
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flingSi ih the advanced guard- Thcfe were fupported 
twenty thoufand foot, Gauls, Spaniards, and Africans^ 
all drawn up in OQe iinC) to make the larger front. His 
cavalry, to the number of tett thoufand, mod of them 
Gauls, were poded in the two wings ; and at the two ex- 
tremities of the main body were ranged the elephants, to 
cover the -flanks of the army. Sempronius’s troops con- 
fided of fixteen thoufand legionaries, twenty thoufand 
auxiliary forces, a handful of Cenomani, the only Gauls 
who continued faithful to the Romans, and four thoufand 
Roman horfe. The conful formed his troops in the ufual 
order, keeping the triarii for a body of referve, and pod- 
ing his cavalry in the wings. The two armies being thus 
poded, Hannibal, to keep his men w'arm, ordered them 
to march brifkly againd the enemy, who waited for them, 
flilvering with cold, in the plain. However, at their ap- 
proach, the Romans gave a fhout, the trumpets founded, 
and the attack began. 

The light-armed infantry on both fidcs made iheir dif- 
charges, the Baleares throwing dpnes with their flings, 
and the Romans their little javelins; but this way of* 
fighting did not lad long, the Romans retiring within the 
fpaces in their lines, and the Baleares to the wings of 
their army. The main bodies of , the two armies advanced, 
the cavalry moving with the lines they flanked ; but the 
Roman horfc, being jud returned from purfuing the Nu- 
midians, and much fatigued, were foon put to flight by 
the Gaulifb cavalry. The flanks of the confular army be- 
ing thus expofed, the Numidians attacked them with 
great fury, and put them in confufion. Then Hannibal 
ordered his elephants to advance, a motion which Lncreaf- 
ed the diforder of the Roman army ; neverthelefs, the 
legionaries in the fecond and third lines kept their ground, 
and fought with incredible bravery, till the Numidians, 
under the conduft of Mago, rifing out of their ambufeade, 
attacked the rear. Then the legionaries, finding them- 
felves furrounded on all fides, fought like men in defpair, 
and, being headed by Sempronius, who was a man of 
great perfonal courage, cut their way through the batta- 
lions of GauU and Africans, who oppofed them, and re- 
tired in good order, to the number of ten thoufand, to 
Placentia, their return to the camp being obftrutled by 
the Trebia, and the vidtorious cavalry of the enemy, who, 
fcouring the plain, cut all in pieces they met with. The 
allies in the wings endeavoured to regain their camp, but 
feme were drowned in the river, others killed by the 
4 . . - enemy. 
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fcnemy, while they were attempting to pafs it; fo that 
the rout was general, and the flaughter great. A fmall 
body of foot, and a party of horfe, befides the ten thou- 
fand legionaries, made their efcape, the enemy not being 
able, on account of the exceflive cold, to purfue them 
beyond the river. Scipio, who continued indifpofed in 
his tent, no fooner received the tidings of this defeat, 
than he decamped, and joined his colleague at Placentia 
Sempronius, to prevent a confternation at Rome, fent 
difpatches thither, acquainting the fenatc, that he had 
engaged the Carthaginian army, but that the feverity of 
the fcafoii, and the coldnefs of the weather, had fnatched 
the vidlory out of his hands. This account the Romans 
were at firft willing to believe ; but when they underftood 
that Hannibal was mafter of the conful’s camp, that all 
the nations of the Gauls declared for him, that the Ro- 
man forces had fled to the neighbouring colonies for 
refuge, and that the army had no provifions, but what 
were conveyed to them by water, the city was filled with 
terror, every one taking it for granted, that the con- 
queror would foon appear at their gates. Notwithftand- 
iiig this confternation, intrigue had a greater fliare in the 
election of new confuls, than a due regard to the necefli- 
ties of the ftate. As both the confuls were abfent, the 
fenate had pafled a decree for nominating a diftator to 
prefide in the comitia, when, to their great furpri^^e, 
Sempronius arrived. Rafhnefs had been always his cha- 
radler, and on this occafion it fucceeded; for though the 
roads between Placentia and Rome were much infefted by 
Gauls and Africans, yet Sempronius, without cither dif- 
guife or guard, ventured to crofs thofe countries, and got 
fafe to Rome, where he prefided in the comitia, when 
C. Flaminius was efiofen'*, a man without morals or reli- 
gion, who had before fignalized his confulftiip by difobey- 
ing the orders of the republic, and by an open contempt 
of the gods and aufpices ; but he had joined the tribunes 
pf the people in promoting a law which confined com- 
merce to the plebeians, and therefore was by them raifed 
to the confulate a fecond time. The colleague appointed 
him was P. Servilius Geminus, a man of integrity, but of 
moderate abilities in war. ’ It fell by lot to Flaminius to 
oppofe Hannibal, and to the other to command an army 
in Cifalpine Gaul. In the fame comitia, P. Corr^lius 
3cipio, whofe wound was not yet cured, was appointed 

* Polyb. lib. iii. cap. 117. Liv. lib. xxi. cap. 55, 56, 
lib. XXI. cap, 57. 
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to go Into Spain in quTility of proconful, whitlier he had 
fent his brother to carry on the war againft Afdrubal. 

The clc£tion8 being finifhed, and the confulfliip of 
Scmpronius not yet expired^ he returned to Placentia, 
where he had taken up^his quarters. Hannibal did not 
continue idle, notwithftanding the feverity of the feafon, 
but made attempts on different places belonging to the 
Botnans. The hrlt was on z village on the banks of the 
Po, which the Romans had fortihedi and made their ma- 
gazine of corn ; but Scmpronius, hearing from Placentia 
the ihouts of the garrifon, hallened with all his cavalry to 
their relief, and obliged Hannibal, who was wounded on 
this occafion, to retire with great lofs The indefatigable 
Carthaginian, before his wound was cured, made a new 
attempt upon Viftumviae, a fmali city of Infubria, which 
the Romans had built and fortified during their war with 
the Gauls. This place Hannibal took, and gave it to be 
plundered by his Africans, who committed fuch cruelties 
as had never before been praftifed in Italy 

The fcnaie at Rome provided every thing nccelTary for 
the nest campaign. Forces were difpatched into Sicily 
and Sardinia, under the command of their proper proc- 
tors ; and Tarentum, as well as the other cities on the 
coall, fccured with ftrong garrifons, to prevent a defeent. 
Sixty quinqueremes were equipped to cruife in the Medi- 
terranean and Adriatici and convoys fent into Cifalpine 
Gaul and Hetruria* .Hannibal, finding the Gapls uncafy 
at his refiding fo lor^g among them, began to grow jea- 
lous of that nation ; and bis apprehenfions were fuch, 
that fearing they might make fome attempt upon his life, 
he invented the ufe of falfc hair of feveral colours, which 
he changed feveral times a day, as well as his drefs. Final- 
ly, he rcfolvcd to crofs the Apennines, and enter Hetru- 
ria, at a time when thofc mountains were almoft impaff- 
ablc. He was not aware of the ftorms which the wind 
raifes on thofe high rocks, efpccially towards the end of 
winter; and therefore expofed his troops to great danger, 
in attempting to crofs them at that feafon. So terrible 
an hurricane furprifed him on his march, and the wind 
blew the fnow, mixed with rain, fo violently in the faces 
of his men, that, not being able to advance, they were 
forced to halt, and let the ftorm blow over. When the 
ram ceafed, the wind became more violent ; infomuch 
lh^t| after they had in vain attempted to pitch their tents, 

^ Liv, lib. xxi cap. 57, 
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they were obliged to returp to the plain, Hannibal loft a 
great many men, who were frozen to death, together 
with feven of the fmall number of elephants that ftill 
remained: however, his natural aflivity did not allow him 
to take any reft- Early next morning he marched out of 
his entrenchments, with twelve thoufand foot, and five 
thoufand horfe, and offered the conful Sempronius battle. 
The Roman general, always ready to engage, accepted 
th^challcngc; and, after a moft obftijiate dilpute, which 
lafted till three hours after noon, repulfed the enemy to 
their camp. The raih conful, intoxicated with this fuc- 
cefs, attempted to force Hannibal’s camp j but after he 
fatigued his men in this rafli enterprize, he was forced to 
retreat. As the Romans were retiring, Hannibal having 
firft fent detachments to attack them in flank, fell upon 
their rear with all his infantry. The Romans faced about, 
and the battle was renewed with fuch fury, as threatened 
a dreadful flaughter on both fides, if night coming on had 
not put an end to the conteft 

As Hannibal had only poftponed his deGgn of entering 
Hetruria, he now began to enquire which was tbe beft road 
to take : and being informed that there were two, the 
one longer, but more eafy, the other fhorter, but leading 
through marfhy grounds fcarce paifable, he chofe the 
latter, being prompted py his natural inclination to em- 
bark in fuch enterprizes as were apt to raife admirsvdon, 
and ftrike terror into the enemy : being affured, that, 
though great part of the country through which he was to 
pals, lay under water, the bottom was found, he ordered 
his army to begin their march- He placed the Spaniards 
and Africans, with their provifions, in the van, next to 
them the Gaols, and the horfe in the rear- Mago, with 
a body of Numidiaiis, kept hovering about the flanks of 
the army, to prevent the foldicrs from ftraggling ; and the 
Gauls, who were impatient of labour, from deferiing. 
'The Spaniards and Africans, who were inured to all forts 
of hardlhipsi took the water without hefitation ; and, 
though they were half-way up the leg in mud, kept 
their ranks; but the Gauls marched with difficulty, the < 
ground being broken by the multitudes of men, and 
beafts of burden, which went before. The whole army 
fuffered unfpcakable hardfhips on this march, being 
obliged to pafs four days and nights, in the water and 
mire, without finding a dry place on which they could 

7 Xav. lib> xxi. cap, 5S, 59. 
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take any reft. The horfe of the Gauls were moft of thcn> 
loft by the way 5 a lofs, which, however, proved fome 
fort of relief to the foldicrs, who made ufe of them, as 
they lay ^ith their burdens above water, to take fome re- 
pofe, the want of which was their greateft torment. 
Great numbers of the Gauls funk under the fatigue. 
Nor was Hannibal himfelf without his ftiare of the incoil- 
yenicncics of the march ; for though he rode the only 
elephant he had left, yet, as he was before much affefled 
with a defluxion in his eyes, the evil grew to fuch a height, 
by the unwholefome qualities of the damp air, that he loft 
one eye entirely 

Having thus pafted the marfhes, he encamped in Hc- 
truria, where he was informed that Sempronius, imme- 
diately after his departure, had left Placentia, marched 
to Lucca, and there furrendered the command of it to the 
flew conful Flaminius. We have obferved above, that 
Fiaminius obtained the confulftiip by the favour of the 
people, contrary to the inclination of the fenate. Being 
therefore apprchenfive, left, when he came to be inau- 
gurated^ the augurs, influenced by bis enemies, fhould 
find fome pretence to render his eleftion invalid, he left 
Rome, without performing the ufual ceremonies of reli- 
gion ; and, putting hifnielf at the head of the army, 
encamped with four legions under thcwaillsof Aretium in 
Hetruria- The fenators, provoked at this unprecedented 
ftep, fent deputies, ordering him to return to Rome, and 
perform there the ufual ceremonies of religion ; but Fla- 
minius, without paying any regard to their orders, con- 
tinued in his camp, and difmilTed their deputies wilh 
fcorn. His colleague Servilius, whofe province was Cif- 
alpine Gaul, was detained at Rome, to aflift at various 
expiations, the people being much terrified by prodigies. 
P. Cornelius Scipio, being now cured of his wound, fail- 
ed for Spain, to join his brother Cneius, who had gained 
great advantages over Afdrubal. He had defeated the 
Carthaginian aimy, taken Hanno their commander, with 
Indibilis, a Spanifti princp, and reduced the whole country 
bordering on the Iberus. 

Though the news of thefc fuccefles raifed the courage 
of the fenators, yet they were very anxious about the 
condmft of Flaminius, who had a crafty and experienced 
enemy to deal with. Hannibal, havjng learnt the true 
charatleF of the conful, did not doubt that he flipuld foon 


^ Liv, lib, x^iir cap. Pqlyb.lib. iii, cap. 9)0, 231. 
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Jjring him to a battle : with this view he advanced to- Hannibal 
wards Aretium, where the conful was encamped ; and, advances 
taking the way to Rome, left the Roman camp behind tritium, 

him. Flaminius, looking on this condiift of the enemy 
as a perfonal affront, refolved to follow, and venture an 
engagement. All the officers of the army, in a council 
pf war, endeavoured to divert him from fo dangerous a 
refolution 5 but he, reproaching them with cowardice, Flammui^g 
rufhed out of the council in a rage, and gave the fignal rafneon- 
both for inarching and fighting. He mounted his horfe dutK 
in fuch a hurry, that he fell to the ground; an accident 
which was thought an ill omen.® At the fame time he 
was told, that the enfigns ftuck fo faft in the ground, that 
the foldiers could not difengage them. This prodigy was 
no doubt feigned on purpofe to keep him in the camp; 
but the conful, without paying any regard to fuch omens, 
ordered the ftandard-bearers to make ufe of fpades and 
pick-axes, if they cpuld not pull . them up with their 
hands He then marched at the head of bis troops, 
whofe minds he fo filled with hopes of vitlory, that the 
rabble, who followed the army for plunder, carrying 
with them chains and (hackles to fccure the prifoners, 
were as numerous as the foldiers. 

Hannibal, who had got the ftart of the confular Is draivn 
armv, by the terrible ravages he committed in the plains an 
of Cortona provoked the conful to follow him, and at 
length drew him infenfibly into an ambufeade. Adjoin- 
ing to Cortona are fome high hills, near a lake called 
Thrafymenus, now the lake of Perugia : between thefe 
mountains and the lake is a large valley, into which there 
is but one narrow paffage. Through this defile Hanni- 
bal marched, and encamped his Spanifh and African in- 
fantry in the valley : his light-armed foot he drew up in 
one long line, and polled them at the foot of the hills, 
on the left fide of the valley ; and with his horfe he lined 
it on the right. Flaminius, without fending fcouts be- 
fore, to difeover the fituation of the enemy, entered the y^. 
dangerous pafs. As it was late when he arrived in the ^144. 
valley, he had only time to pitch his camp before it was Ante Chr, 
dark. Seeing nothing but Hannibars camp before him, ^ 
he was under no apprehenfion; but as foon as the Ro- 
mans began to march at break of day, they found them- bauU 
felves attacked on a fudden in front, in rear, and in ofThrmfi- 
flank j and yet, occafion^d by a thick fog from the lake, minus. 

^ ^olyb. |ib. iii. cap, 133. Liv. lib, xxii. cap. 3. 
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could not perceive Ae enemy by whom they were galled, 
Flaminius heard from his poll the cries of his foldiers In 
different places, and the groans, of dying men In the very 
centre or his army \ but as he could not, for the thick-* 
nefs of the fog, perceive whence the mifehief came, he 
exhorted his foldiers (who, in their diftrefs, were im- 
ploring the alFillance of the gods) not to depend on idle 
prayers, but on their arms ®. 

The confufiorvof the Romans was inexpreflible. Every 
one endeavoured to fliift for himfelf, but was flopped 
cither by his fellow-foldiers, who were flying as well as 
himfelf, or by the enefhy, who furrounded them on all 
fides. The Romans, finding themfelves enclofed in fuch 
a/nanner between the lake and the mountains, that there 
was no poflibility of efcaping, fought in defpair : fuch 
was their eagernefs and fury, that they were not fenfiblc 
of an earthquake, which overturned many cities in Italy. 
The flaughter continued three hours without intermiflion* 
At length one Ducarius, an Infubrian in the Carthagi- 
nian army, knowing Flaminius, whom he had formerly 
feen laying wafte his country with fire and fword, cried 
out, There is the conful, who did fo much mifehief to 
our fields and cities \ I will make .him a vi£lim to appeafe 
the manes of my countrymen/' At thefc words, he 
rode forward, broke through the Romans who guarded 
their general, and ftruck his lance through his body. 
Flaminius fell down dead, and the Gaul was preparing to 
ftrip him \ but the triarii covered him with their arms 
and bucklers. The Romans were now intimidated to 
fuch a degree, that fome leaped into the lake, and were 
drowned ; others attempted to climb over the mountains ; 
a body of fix thoufand opened themfelves a way through 
the narrow pafs, fword in hand, and cfcaped to an emi- 
nence, whence they retired to a town in Hetruria, and 
there intrenched themfelves. Hannibal detached Ma- 
herbal after them with all bis cavalry, and a great part 
of bis infantry. The fugitives, being invefted in the vil- 
lage, and deftitute of provifioiis, furrendered to Mahcr- 
bal, who promifed them their lives and liberties. Han- 
nibal, however, pretending that Malierbal had not bcca 
empowered by him to make fuch a promife, loaded the 
Romans with chains ; but difmifled their allies, afTuring 
them, that he was come into Italy to deliver them from 
the tyrannical yoke of Rome, and reftorc them that li- 
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« Falyb. lib. iii. cap. 934, 
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bcfty which their fathers had enjoyed- By this artful 
cpndu^ he hoped to draw over to his fide the friends and 
allies of Rome 

After this vi£k)ry, the conqueror ordered the dead to 
be numbered ; and found that he had lolf but fifteen 
hundred men ; whereas the Romans had loft as many 
thoufands upon the fpot. The number of prifoners taken 
by Hannibal amounted, according to Plutarch, to ten 
thoufand; according to Polybius, to fifteen thoufand ; 
but Livy and Valerius Maximus tell us, that Ox thoufand 
only were made captives. About ten thoufand Romans, 
moft of them wounded, made^ their cfcapc, and took 
the road to Rome, where few of them arrived, the reft 
dying of their wounds before they reached the capital. 

When' news were brought to Rome of this great over- 
throw, the prxtor Pomponius, knowing it could not be 
Jong concealed, mounted the roltra about fun-let, and to 
a numerous allembly, (even the women crowding to it, 
contrary to cuftom) pronounced the following words : 

We are overcome j” which (truck all with Inch terror, Rome in 
that fome who were prefent, and had been in the battle, thrutmofl 
found the effect of the defeat greater at Rome than it had 
been in the fielH, The dejection of the citizens was inex- 
preffible. They haftened in crowds to the gates of the city, 
to w'ait for thofc who had efcaped the llaughter, and to 
learn the particulars of the adtion. Two mothers were 
fo tranfported with joy, one at the gate of the city, when 
flie faw her fon unexpettedly appear, the other at home, 
where fhe found her fon, whom (he had given up for loft, 
that they both expired on the fpot In this general con- 
flcrnatioii, the feiiators alone preferved their equanimity. 

The prsetor kept them fitting three days; but, before 
they came to any refolution, news were brought of a fe- 
cond defeat. The conful Servilius, having heard at Ari- A^etach^ 
mihum, that his colleague had refolved to give battle, mentof 
had detached four thoufand horfe to his alTiftancc, under 
the command of the proprietor Centenius ; but Hannibal, 
hearing of this reinforcement immediately after the ac- taktum 
tion, fent out Adherbal with all his cavalry, and a twdy 
of infantry; who meeting with the Roman horfe, killed 
two thoufand of them, and obliged the reft to take fanc- 
tuary on a neighbouring hill, where they were inveftedi 
and the next day forced lo furrendcr ^ 

■* Polyb. ubi fiipra. Liv. ibid. ^ Liv, ibid. cap. 7- ^ Polyb, 

;bid. cap. 236, Sc Uv. ibid, cap- 
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The fenatc, judging that the republic wanted an abfo^ 
lute governor, without waiting for a nomination from the 
furviving conful, of their own authority named a diflar 
tor but, from regard to the ancient cuilom, they gave 
him only the title of Prodiftator. The perfon chofen was 
Fabius Maximus, furnamed VerruCofus, a man as cool 
and cautious in his conduct as Sempronius and Flami- 
nius had been warm and impetuous. The people did not 
fuffer him, as was cultomary for diflators^ to name his 
general of the horfe, but by their own authority pitched 
upon M. Minucius Rufus, a great favourite of the people, 
and a zealous parti fan of the plebeian party The new 
dictator began the funftions of his office, by comihand- 
ing the decemviri to confult the Sibylline books, in order 
to learn from thofe myfterious oracles the caufes of the 
prefent calamities. The decemviri reported, that the 
misfortunes of the republic were owing to the non-per- 
formance of a vow made by Aulus Cornelius, to facrifice 
to Mars all the pigs. Iambs, kids, and calves, that fhould 
be brought forth, from the firft of March to the firft of 
May. This is what the ancients called ver facrum 
This vow being renewed, and fcveral others made, the 
dictator took the field at the head of the army Servilius 
had commanded, to which he added two legions, appoint- 
ing the city of Tibur for the place of rendezvous- From 
thence he fent ol-ders to the country-people to burn their 
houfes, and retire with all their effefts into places of 
fafety. Having taken this precaution, he fet out on his 
march to meet Hannibal, not with a defign to engage 
him, but to watch his motions, and cut off his provi- 
fions. 

Accordingly he attended him through Umbria and Pi- 
cenum, into the territory of Adfia, and then through the 
countries of the Marrucini, and Frentani, into Apulia. 
When the enemy • marched, he followed them; when 
they encamped, he halted likewife j but generally on 
eminences, and at fome diflance from their camp, watch- 
ing their motions, cutting off ftragglers, and keeping 
them in continual alarm. This cautious way of proceed- 
ing, which gained him the furname of Cunftator, greatly 
dillrelTed the enemy ; but at the fame raifed murmurs in 
the army. Minutius, who was a favourite of the peo- 
ple, and ambitious of the chief command, made no ferur 
pie to accufe the dictator of cowardice ; but neither the 


s Flut* in Fab. pi 175. ^ Liv. lib. xxii, cap. 9, 10. 
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inveftives of Mlnutius, nor the devaftations which Han- 
nibal committed in the countries of the allies of Rome, 
could induce Fabius to alter his meafures. He (till con- 
tinued following the Carthaginian army, without hazard- 
ing a battle, and was never above one, or, at the moft, 
two leagues from their quarters. Hannibal, convinced 
that the meafures Fabius had taken muft utterly ruin the 
Carthaginian army, did all that lay in his power to bring 
him to a battle- He ravaged Samnium, plundered the 
territory of Beneventum, a Roman colony, and laid fiegc 
to Telefia, a city at the foot of the Apennines. Finding 
that neither the ravaging of the country, nor even the 
taking of fome cities, could make Fabius quit his emin- 
ences, he refolved to make ufe of a flronger bait, which 
was to enter Campania, the finelt country in Italy, and 
lay it wafte under the didiator’s eyes, hoping by thefe 
means to bring him to an aftion. He ordered his guides, 
who were three Campanian horfemen in his army, to lead 
him to the territory of Cafinum ; but, as he fpoke Latin 
very indifferently, ,he pronounced the word Cafinum in 
fuch a manner, that the guides underftood Cafilinum, 
and led his troops into narrow palTes, which divide Sam- 
nium from Campania, at a fmall diftance from Cafilinum. 
He had no fooner entered the ftreights, than Fabius, who 
watched all his motions, attacked his rear, put it into 
difordcr, and killed about eight hundred of his jjacn. 
Hannibal, thinking himfelf betrayed by his guides, or- 
dered them all to be crucified *. 

The ravages he committed in Campania raife^ f»ch 
complaints in the Roman army againfl the diftator, that 
he pretended to be as impatient of coming to a battle avS 
Minutius i and accordingly marched after Hannibal with 
more expedition than ufual ; but, at the Aime time, 
avoided an engagement, under various pretences. He be- 
held, from the top of Mount Maflicus, the Carthaginians 
laying wafte the fruitful plains of Falernum, without ftir- 
ring frorp his poft. At this inactivity both officers and 
fpldiers began to .mutiny, and hearken with pleafuje to 
the inveftives of MinUtius. We have indeed,” faid 
the general of the hg’rfe, a noble leader! for fear of 
endangering our lives, he hides us in the clouds.^' When 
thefe and fuch-like farcafms were reported to Fabius, he 
onljr replied, that he fliould be more cowardly than they 
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I Plut. in Fab. Liv. lib. xxii. cap, ii, 13. Folyb, lib. iii. cap, 
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fiipjlored him, if, throngh fear of idle railleries, he neg- 
Jeded to follow the diftatcs of his reafon ; and continued 
the fame coiiduft, nbtwithftandiilg he underftood, that 
his precaution and delays were blamed even at Rome. 
Hannibal, perceiving he could not bring the dictator to a 
battle, ref^olved to quit Campania, which he found abound- 
ing more with fruit and wine than with corn, and to 
return into Samnium, through the pafs called Eribanus. 
Fabius concluding from his march, that this was his de- 
(ign, got the Hart of him, and encamped on Mount Cal- 
licula, which commanded the pafs, after having placed 
fcveral bodies in all the avenues. 

Hannibal was fbr fome time at 1 lofs how to proceed ; 
hut at laft contrived the following ft ratagem, which Fa- 
bius could not forefee, nor guard againft. Being encamp- 
ed at the foot of Mount Callicula, he ordered Afdrubal 
to pick out of the cattle, taken in the country, two thou- 
fand of the ftrongeft and nimbleft oxen, to tie faggots to 
their horns, and to have them and the herdfmea ready 
without the camp. After fupper, when all was quiet, 
the cattle were brought to the hill, where Fabius had 
placed fome Roman parties in ambulh to flop up the pafs. 
Upon a fignal given, the faggots on the horns of the oxen 
Were fet on fire i *lnd tW hcrdfmeii, fupported by fome 
battalions armed with fmall javelins, drove them on 
quietly. The Romans, feeing the light of the fires, 
imagined that the Carthaginians were marching by torch- 
light. However, Fabius Itept clofe in his camp, depend- 
ing on the troops he had placed in ambufeade ; but when 
the oxen, feeling the fire on their heads, began to run up 
and down the hills, the Romans in ambuih, thinking 
themfclves furrounded on all fides, abandoned their polls, 
and returned to their camp. Then Hannibal entered the 
pafsj and, getting fafe through with his army and bag- 
gage, gained the plain before day-light, and encamped 
near Allif'se, on the confines of Samnium and Campania, 
Fabius, though rallied by bis foldiers for having been 
thus over-reached by the Carthaginian, ftill purflied the 
fame meafures, marched dircCHy after Hannmalj and en- 
camped on the eminences near Allifse K 

From thence he fbHowed him into Apulia, intercept- 
ing many of his ttragglers and cbnyoys; but when he 
came to Larinum, in the country of the Frfcntani, he re- 
ceived a letter from the fenate, recalling him to Rome, 

k Polyb. lib. iii. cap. x43*z45. Liv. lib, xxii, cap. 15—18. 
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on pretence of a folemn facrifice, which required his 
prefence ; and then the virtue of this great man was put 
to a feveie trial. Not Only the multitude, hut even the 
fenators, had imbibed prejudices againft him. As Han- 
nibal had artfully fpared his lands in the general devafta- 
tion, they began to fufpeft him of holding a fecret cor- 
refpondence with the enemy. Of this groundlefs /ufpi- 
cion they gave a proof, by refufing to fend him a fum 
of money for the redemption of two hundred and forty- 
feven captives, whom Hannibal had releafed, purfuant to 
an agreement between him and the diQator cuncerning 
the exchange of prifoners : but this ingratitude of the 
fenate ferved only to heighten the luftre of his virtue ; 
for, as he was a religious obferver of his word, he ordered, 
his fon to fell his lands j and, with the money, paid the 
fum flipulated h 

The didlator, upon his leaving the army, commanded 
his general of the horfe not to hazard a battle during his 
ahfence ; but Minutius, without regarding his orders, im- 
mediately fent out ftrong parties to attack the Carthagi- 
nian foragers 5 and in two bloody Ikirmiihes, cut many of 
them in pieces, and took from them all their booty. The 
news of this fuccefs reaching Rome before the diftator, 
he found, on his arrival, both the fenate and people pre- 
poflelfed againft him, and in favour of his general of the 
hoTe. ^ Metilius, a tribune of the people, made an ha- 
rangue to the multitude in the prefence of Fabius, full of 
accufations againft him j but the dictator, thinking it be- 
neath him to make an apology, addrelfed himfclf to the 
affembly in the following words : “ Fabius cannot be 
fufpeeftedby his country.” Then wdth an air of grandeur 
and intrepidiiy, ‘‘Romans (faid he), let us make hafte to 
finifli the religious ceremonies, which detain me from re- 
turning to the army. I have a refraOory man to chaftife, 
and a breach of military difciplinc to punifti. I forbad 
Minutius to give battle; but he has difobeyed my orders, 
and I muft make an example of him.” The friends of 
Minutius, ftruck dumb by this declaration, began ro con- 
fult how they could fereen him from the feverity of a 
inagiftrate inverted with an uncontroulable power. Me- 
tilius advifed the people to give the general of the horfe an 
equal authority with the diclator. Terentius Varro was 
the only tribune whom Metilius could prevail upon to fe- 
cond his motion. He was the fon of a butcher, and had 
followed his father^s profeffion in his youth; but had 

Ji Plut.inFab, Polyb. ibid. Liv. Ub. xxii. cap. i8. 
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forfaken that h)cdfi calling, ant!, by the favour of tb^ p^-* 
pie, obtained firft the praetoHhip, and afterwards the 
tribuncfliip. Now be afpired to^ the confulate v and 
therefore, feeing the people greatly inclined to faV^our Mi- 
nutius, he did not fcruple to promote his fortune at the 
cxpence of his honour. He fecemded Metilius, and got 
the law pailed, eftablifhing, by an, unheard-of innova- 
tion, an equali^ between the di£lator and his general of 
the horfe *, the fenate being mean-fpirited enough to con- 
firm this abfurd law. Fabius, having aflifted at the fa- 
crifice to which he had been called, and prefided at the 
election of a new conful, who was Attilius Regulus, in 
the rooiti of Flaminius, had left Rome before the decree 
was confirmed by the fenate, but was overtaken on the 
road by a nieflcnger, enjoining him, in the name of the 
Roman people and fenate, to give his general of tlie 
horfe an equal fliare of the command ®. 

When he arrived at the camp, MLnutius ptopofed, that 
each fhould take his turn in the command of the whole 
army for a day, or a week j but Fabius chofe to divide the 
army, and to command his lhare feparately, hoping by 
that partition to fave at leaft a part of the Roman forces. 
The irmy being divided, the two generals did not remove 
farTrom each other, but encamped at a due diftance, Fa- 
bius on the hill, and Minutios a little below him, almoft 
in the plain. Hannibal polled himfelf oppofite the latter, 
and foon brought him to an engagement, in which, by 
the maderly fkill of the Carthaginian in laying ambufhes, 
he^was furroui^cd on every fide, and would have been cut 
off with all Jiis troops, had not Fabius, facrificing his pri- 
vate rcfentmCnt to the welfare of his country, haftened to 
his relief. That brave Roman, moved with compaflion 
at the fight of the daughter that was made of his country- 
men, rutted down like a torrent from his hills, fell upoA 
the enemy where Minutius was molt prelTcd, cut all in 
pieces who oppofed him, and put the reft into the utmoft 
confufion. Then Minutiul’s troops rallying, the two ar- 
mies united, and advanced in good order to renew the 
, fight; but Hannibal founded d #treat, and retired to hia 
camp* Hfi jras btard tb fay, aa bc marched back, I 
bave always fprcfecn^thattbe cJqud whkh appeared fo 
Conftantly on the mountains, would, fome time or other, 
break out into a itorm^ nnd'di^api^ itfelf upon our' 
After the aftion, Minutius and Fabius returned 
to ibcif rilfpcfiiyd campsi TbI Sitter H{l|4|»ot drop a word 
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vt'abius.’' '!HiWnmy0BBd)kd^^ treBbpsf l^e to] 

“had leai^d by^€Xp<^e^ tKaf h^ Wit 

itiand ; but that oWdHrfte Q^giit ,||>;^]^ hiS^ovince - arid 
that he therefore* fefoiyed td'^tArtb the ftatioil 
which he had prcfimj^bdteflf then, deaC 

fcltbw-foldlefSj (fcild'h'^,^%ct ds g^ '^d offer our fcryices 
to ^ didta^iirj ana*fjj|t wholly under bis 

fcgu'i&fit. . Ljet hii¥i he alone is fit 

io be the foul of fo ^reat^ arbodfi" I will call him father f 
and you ought to^ve you, the 

/title of patrons. Tt wSl be^st giiater glory for us to have 
conquered tiuffelves, thin to have. conquered Hannibal 
Having thus fpdli^ he ittllfMkliatdy marched with his 
legions to ^ cfiiSlator's carfl^, |Jrefented himfelf before 
him, made his aCi^iiowlegerrient^ ' atid refigned the au- 
thority vyi^^jyhich he had Seen cn^fted. He declared, 
that he fli^d think hirt|elf‘hfippy^ ^the diftator wodtd 
only continue him in his office. ^^gifl||eral of the 
and begged thrf itone of hi^ officers he d^radiS, 

' fin ce his raflmefs alone had br^ight dlfl^nour uponthetn. 
Fabius tet>derly emhiatfed him; grantedSlfhat he afleed ; 
and ^ifee daf, which bpgaii »wil^h fo Idhi'th .mror, ended 
with univerf^ jby in the camp. ' fix m^Kths of the 
dittaturihip being foon after d3t|>ir^, Fabius'Teturncd,|o'' 
Rome, after having refrgned- the cancan d o£ the a rrriy 
to the confirlB §ervilius ahd Auiliug, i^po^ imitating the 
;condu£l of Fabiu^j vyatched from'fh^ er||inen^S the eijc- 
iny’s motions, without 'giving,^amj^al, fdr th^jemainder 
of their year, an opportunity '9I a#t|^kiii^ithew 
I Durlnf'thefe tranfaiSions in Italy, Scipio made 

^ furpri^ng 'progrefs in Spain- . ’"AU jhe nations between 
i^hc Iberus and the Pyrenees ^^bmittedTto him, and put 
thim in pd^ion of a hundred tities. 5 JThe Celtiberiatds 
Entered into 'aiti allance wi|h him,^‘^nd|Cicngagi Afdru- 
Jbal, defeated him in two pitched^b^leii killed five thou- 
’tfand of his mep^ a.nd toot fourthoufan#pfifoners. Tljia 
iwalftMt ftatepithe Rbi^an^ffAl^ P- 

^ io;^the /fe^^er pf Cne1tiSjVrriv«d^i& th»t country udl(i 
1 <iliri<aBr of^rdconfilj, with eight thou fared Roman 
this jwlditibnal ftrength the 'two brothera 
le lb^us, and, penetr^atikg ititto the' h^1^ ot the 

[|f^V cap.ra54^; Liv. lib. xxli.' cap..^*S-^o, ^ Plut. ibid. 
I ^v. lib. xniii ibid. Plut. in Fab. 
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Carthaginian ^qvinc^s, marched tgw^rds Saguntitt!!* 
which Hannibal had rebuik before be left Spain, and fe-- 
cured wkh a ftrong garrifon, under the command of 
Bpftar, a Carthaginian, having placed in it all the young, 
iici)lcmen, whqm be ha^ obliged their parents to pift into 
his hands, as pledges of their fidelity. As thefe hoftages 
prevented the Spanilh Iqrds ^rqin revolting to the Romany 
the two Scipios marched tp Saguntumj in order to 'ifet 
them free. Tficir defign wus executed by oiie Abelo^j a 
LSpanilli officer in garrifon^ whp having an incllnati^ 
tp go over to the ftpmans, perfqaded Bofiar) that it would 
be for the Carthaginian interef} to obn^ the Spanifh no>^ 
blemen by a releafe of their children, urging^ that, if tfie 
Romans fiiould take the pMc<f, and reft gre cherq to their 
parents, many nations would declare for them. He 
offered to conduct: the fioftages to their refpeftive coun- 
tries'; but the inepnfidgrate Carthaginian bad np fooger 
given his corffent to motion, than Afielpx^ repair- 
ing jn the night to the Roman camp, acquainted the pro- 
conffi^with whatht^^had done ; aud it was agrqed between . 
them, that the follpv4^i.ng night a detachment of Romans 
fliould Ifi? in ambuOb, and fur p rife the youths and their 
leader. The pjo^di was happily executed ; and Scipio,' 
by fehdirig thq hoftages tq tfieir parents, fccufed fucb an 
intereft in the countr]^ that he was ftrongcr there thgn 
the Cai^OiaginigrisP, ' 

The time for a new election drawing near, one of the 
confuls named a diftator to prefide in the comkia,. it not 
being fafe either of’^them to leave the army. The 
perfon named was L. Veturius Philo but the augurs 
finding fome defcfl ilJ^his liomftiation, he was forced to 
abdicate, and giv^ place tq an interregfiurn ; whei* Teren- 
tius Varfo was chofen to the confulate, in oppofitipu to 
the utmpft efforts of the body of the nobility. The col- 
league given him w^is iEniilius Paulus;, an enemy to ik^ 
plebeians, asVarrqwas to thq patricians. Servilius and 
Attilius were continued, in quality of proconfuls, at (fie* 
head of the armij^Si bM;t with orders to aft unde^'tihe dir: 
reftion of the ‘new confuls. That Tereqtius, who .W 
great favgurftc gf the people, might lij^ve the gl^ygil 
conquering Hannibal, eight legions were, raifed, confift-’ 
ing eav’h of five thoufand foov and three trurldred 
and the allies wqrq ortiefed to fumifh tfie fepubi^c 
dioublc their contingents both of horfe and foot. 

Ppolyb. lib. iii. 447, >48, Livi Ub^^xxh, cap* 



&.oynM tlijlofy, 

Winter bellig employed in tbefe preparations, tbe confuls 
took the fieM early in the fprinjg, and, arriving at the camp, 
found affairs in a good condition, Servilius and Attilius 
haying avoided a general aftiori, ?nd in fome'ikirmifhes 
gained confideraye advantages. Hannibal, foon after the 
arrival of the new confuls, whofe army confifted in all of 
<^Igli|yrfeVen thoufand men, being in want of provifions, 
reiofySd leave Samnlum, and penetrate into the heart 

df Ajiulia* 

Acriordmgly he decamped in the night ; and, by lea.v- 
ing fires burning, aitd tents, {landing, iri his camp, made 
'the Romans l^elieve for fome time, that his retreat was 
Only feigned. When the triitli Was" difeov^red, iEmilius 
Was againft purfuiug him i but Terentius, contrary to the 
opinion of all the officers in the army, except, the pro- 
conful SerViHus, was obflinately bent on following the 
enemy, wl4om he overtook at Caji^n®, till this time art 
obfeure city in Apulia. It ffood on the banks of the Au- 
fidus, in a'vaft plain, five miles frbm Canufium, and fix 
from the Adriatic fea. Here Hannibal halted, not bnly 
becaufe he found a magazine of corn in the place, but 
hecaufe he thought the open country about it very proper 
for a battlej there being room enough for his horfe to 
aft", and the main ftrengtb of his army confided in his 
cavalry^ The confuls being divided in opinion, courier, 
after courier was fent to Rome, and even -^Smlllus went 
thither himfelf to receive the -orders of the fenate, who. 
judged it necclfary to fight the enemy, but advifed Te- 
rentius to avoid an aftion for fome time. Mean while, 
Hannibal took poft on the banks of the river, and difpofed 
all things as if he were juft going to battle. His troops 
had the fun behmd them at noon j fo that the Romans 
might be expofed not only to the inconvenience of too 
great a light, but. to that^ of great clouds of dull, which 
the f6utl>weft wmd, that blows almoft every day in ApU- 
lia, wQuld drive into their faces. 

The 'confuls wcic no footicr within reach of Cann^, 
than a difpute arofe between them. jEmilius .was.for en- 
Gatnping on the eminences, 'where the enemy’s cavalry, 
which ws^S far fupetior to theirs, could not aft \ and ac- 
cordin^ly,'^ wh^n it was his tiyn to command, he pitched 
his among the hills ; but TerentiuS next day ad- 

vaAciid Intb the plain, and brought the artriyitito fuch a 
fituilton, that LEmilius could not retir^, without expofing 
the finny to great danger. He thefefore fortifiW two 
camM, the greater on the weft fide of the river, and the 
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Icfler on tbc and opened a communication bet^vcicT) 
them by a bridge. There was no longer the leajft bar- 
.mony between the confuls ; they had quite different max- 
' imsf, and pnrfucd oppofitc mqafures, each fuccceding day 
deftroying the projedis of the preceding ^ Hannibal, 
perceiving that the Romans ccfuld not lo^g avoid a ge- 
neral aOion, harangued his trotms, drew them up in bat- 
tarlia, and defied the enemy, itmilius, whofe day it was 
to command, knowing that Hannibal would be foon 
obliged to decamp for want of proyifions, defpifed his 
bravadoes, and kept clofe in his entrenchments but next 
moVning, by break of day,> Tcrentiire, whofe turn it was 
to give orders, marched into the great plain, where the 
little camp was 'pitched, and drew up his forces after the 
ufual manner,* the haftati in the firft line, the principes in 
the fecond, and the triarii in the third. The cavalry were 
pofted on tbd^ wings. In the right the Roman knights 
flanked the legionaries^ in the. left the cavalry of the allies 
covered their own infantry. The two conful^ command- 
ed the two wiitgs, -/Emilius in the right, and Terentius 
in the left-, and the two procqnfuls, Servilius and Atti- 
lius, direfied the main body. Hannibal, whofe army 
confifted of forty thoufand foot, and ten thoufand horfe, 
placed his Gaulifli and SpaniOi cavalry in hisJeft wing, 
to face the Roman knights, and pofted the Numidiari 
hoffe in his right, to oppofe the cavalry of the allies, of 
Rome. He divided the African battrilions into two bodies, 
■one of which he pofted near the Gaulifli and Spanifli 
horfe, the other near the Numidian cavalry. Between 
^ thefc two bodies were placed, 07 > one fide the Gaulifli, 
on the other the Spanifh infantry, drawn up in fuch a 
manher, as to form a kind of obtufe angle, proiefling a 
confiderable way beyond tbe tu o wings. Behind this firft 
line he formed a fecondj which had no projeftioii. Af- 
drubal commanded the left wing, MahfrbaJ the rjght, 
and Hannibal, with bis brother M.igo, conduced the 
main body ^ 

7 'he armies The attack was begun wdth the light-armed infantry; tha 
en^ge, Romans difeharged their javelins, and the Balearcs their 
ftoncs, wdtli equal fuccefs 5 ncverthelefs the conful Ail- 
milius was wounded. Then the Roman cavalry in the 
right wing advanced agaiilft the paulifti and Spanifh 
horfe in Hannihars left wing. As they '\^erc fhut in by 
the river on on e fide, and their infantry on the other, they 
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did not fight, s^s'-ufual, bv charging and wheeling off, 
tind then rettirni'ng to the cnarge ; but continued fighting 
each managainft his adverfary, till one of them was killed, 
or retired. After they had made inconceivable efforts on 
both fides to (inhorfe each other, they on a fudden dif- 
mounted, and fought on foot, man to man, with' incre- 
dible fury. This attack was fhort but bloody ; the Gauls 
and Spaniards prevailed ; put the Romans to the rout; 
and, purfuing them along the rjver, ftrewed the ground 
with their dead bodies, Afdrubal giving no quarter. This 
aeffion was ftarce over, vvhen the infantry advanced on 
both Tides. The Romans firft attacked the Spaniards and 
Gauls, who, as we have ohferved above, foftned a kind 
triangle, projefting beyond the two wings. Thefc 
gave ground, and, purfuant to Hannibal’s diredlions, fell 
back into the fp ace in their rear; by which means they in- , 
fenfibly brought the Romans, who followed them with more 
ardour than caution, into the entre of the African in- 
fantry, and then rallying, attacked them in front, v^hile 
the Africans charged them on both their flanks. The Ro- 
mans being, by diis artful retreat, drawn into the fnare, 
and furrounded, no longer kept their ranks, but fdrmed 
feveral platoons, in or Jer to face eveiy way. 

-/Emilius, who was in the right. wing, feeing the danger 
of the main body, put himfelf at the head of the legion- 
aries, who were his onlv hope, after the defeat of the 
cavalry, and a£ted the part both of a foldier and general, 
and penetrated into the very centre of the enemy’s batta- 
lions. All the Roman cavalry that was left, fuftained the 
brave conful on foot, and encouraged by his example, 
fought like men in deipair •, but in the mean time Afdru- 
bal, at the head of a detachment of Gaulilh and Spanifti 
infantry drawn from the centre, attacked the fatigued le- 
gionaries wuh fuch fury, that they we^p forced to give 
grouijd. jEmilius, covered with wounds and blood, was 
too weak^o reach the camp. Being deferted By his men, 
he fat down on a Hone, and in that condition was found 
by one Lentulus, a tribune, in his retreat. This officer', 
knowing the conful, immediately diffnounted^ and offered 
him his horfc; but iEmilius replied with a faint voice, 

** I have lived long enough, dear Lentulus ; fly, and let 
me die. Take c^re to give the fenate timely notice of our . 
misfortunes, that they may guard and fortify Rome ; and 
tellFabius, that I have followed the advice he gave me at 
pur parting, to the very laft.” Then Lentulus retired, 
and the enemy’s cavalry, who piirfued the Romans, com-* 
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Ing up, killed the cunfut without knowing who be was, 
Th U3 fdl one of the bravcfl cotifulsi and bed citizCiiSi 
that Rome had ever produced '• ^ / 

In the main body^, the Romans^ though furi'ounded on 
all fides, contlnned to fight in platoons, and made a great 
llalightcr of the eirtmy ; but being at length over-power- 
cd, and diftieartened by the left of the two proconfuJs 
Servilius and Attilius, who headed th^na, they tUfperfed 
and fled 5 and the Numidian horfe, more fit for a purfuit 
than a pitched battle, cut mod of them in pieces. The 
whole plain was covered with dead bodies *, infomuch 
that Hannibal ordered his men to defift. As for 'rereii- 
tlus Van*o^ the author of all thefe misfortunes, after the 
Numidians had put the wing he commanded into confu- 
Con, he, without attempting to tally his men, fled to Vc- 
nuGa with only feventy horfe. In this bloody atlion at 
lead forty-five thoufand Romans were left dead upon the 
Ijpt; including oae conful, two proconiuitf, two military 
qusedors, twenty-nine legionary tribunes, and fourfeore 
fenators or magidrates who had a light of voting in the 
feoale. Among the red, Minutius was kiUed, who had 
been general . of the horfe under Fabiiis. Abo4C feven- 
tcen thoufand of the right wing had fled to the two 
camps, teii thoufand to the great camp, and Jeven tbou^ 
fand to the other. The former having led their officers, 
^nd expefting to be invtded next day, invited the laiitr to 
join them,, that they might march away together in the 
night, and take refuge in Canufium, a drong city no^ 
far 0^. It was with the utmod difficulty that Sem- 
pronius Tuditanus, a legionary tribune,' could prevail 
upon any of thofe in the little camp tb agree to his propo- 
falj they being afraid, led the enemy Ibould intercept 
them in pafllng from one camp to the other: however, 
the braved of drew up into a puncus? that is, in 

the form of a M^dge, marched out in good order, and 
arrived &fe at the great camp, where they jpiMietf their 
fellaw-Toldiers, marched away befiore day-hreaL, and 
reached Canufium iri fafety ^ 

In the Carthagin^ camp the night was fpent in feaft*' 
Ings and rejoicings. Hannibal never gained'a more 
cornplete or more fcafonabj[| yiftory. Aa foon as the day 
Returned, he beheld, with infinite fi^tisfadlion, the whole 
f)Uin covered with Homans, who had been flain ia the 

" • Polyb* lib.iii, cap, 4c— 50. Liv. lib, icxil. cap. 4^. Plut. 
in AppJAfli de Sell* Hannib. 3B3— 348. i LiVi ibid, 
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Vhlle, In furveying the field of battle, he founds 
that his lofs axtiounted to no more than four thoufand 
Gauls, fifteen hundred Afrlcaiis and Spaniards, and about 
two hundred horfe. He took, in the action and in the 
purfuit, ten thoufand prifoners. iSuch a number of 
knights are faid to have been found dead on the field, that 
three bufhels of their rings were fent to Carthage, Im- 
fhediately after the victory, Mtlherbal prefied Hannibal to 
nrarch dire^Hy to Rome, and befiege that capital ; hut he 
•rejefting that advice, Maheibal took the liberty to tell 
Irim, that he knew how to conquer, .but knew not how 
to ufe and improve his vi^^ories Hannibal continued 
On the field of battle, allowing the foldiers to fbrip the 
dead, and gather up the booty, which the Romans had 
left on the plain. On this occafion the Carthaginians, 
among other fhocking objefts, found a Numidian* yet 
alive, lying under the dead body of a Roman, who had 
thrown himfclf headlong on hi^ .enemy, and beat him 
. down ; but being no loiiger.able to make Ufe of his wea- 
pons, becaufc he had loft bis hands, had torn off the nofe 
and ears of the Numidian with his tefith, and in that fit 
of rage expired^. . *♦ . 

. Thd Carthaginians, having ftript the dead bodies of the 
unhappy Romans, their yiftorious general inverted the 
two camps, which he eafily madehimfelf mafter of, there 
b'-ingnonein them but wounded men, or tbofe who had 
not courage to retire with their companions to Canurium. 
They all ftirrendered upon condition of paying ranfom, 
and were allowed to march, out with their cloaths, but 
without arms- 

Among- tbofe Romans who had fle*d to CanuCum, were 
four legionary tribunes y and of thefe the loldiers chofe 
two to be their chief commander^ namely, Appius Clau- 
dius Fulcher, and young Scipio, the fon of the proconful 
in Spain, wlio was at this time but eighteen years of age. 
"V^ile Scipio was deliberating with his colleague what 
nacafures to take, notice was given hitn, that tn% youhg 
Mobility aihong the troops Wiireafffertlblcd in a houfd^ con- 
triving how to leave Italy, artd retire to fome of tbofe 
kings who were friends to Rome, Which they gave up for 
Ibft. Upon this intimatibn i|e yemfig tribune, filled with- 
2eal, took with him a band of foldiers, furprifed the 
ebWards, ^4, with his fword drawn,* came up to Caeri- 
Metellusi the author of this pernicious defign, whom 
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he addreficd thus : I call the great Jupiter to witnefi^ 
that I will never depart ray c6uJiti7, ttOT will I fuifer any 
raan to do it. This 1 folemnly fwcar^and do you,, Cse- 
ciJius, either take the fame oath, or me/’ The fear of 
death made them all take the fame oath ^ and then Sripio 
iecurei them with a ftrong guards Thus this young 
Jloman, whom we (hall afterwards fee honoured with the 
glorious'furname of Afrlcanus, fignalized his zeal for the 
pjablic welfare on his firll; entering upon public life. The 
conful Terentius, fince his arrival at Vejiufra, had been 
joined by five ihoufand of the fugitives. , "With thefe 
troops he marched to Canufium, as foon as he heard that 
there wpre fix thoufand more in that place, and joined 
his own to tlicm 5 fo that the .whole had no w the appear- 
ance of a confiilar army r. ^ . 

In the mean time it was repotted at Rome, that both 
confuls were killed ; and that, of elghty-fcven thoufand 
men there wms fcarcc one left alive. Never was ilie city 
filled with more terror. All the Roman couftaiicy was 
necefTary to prevent the fatal confcquenccs of fo fljocking 
a calamity : for want of confuls the pnetors affembled the 
fenators, wjw could hardly give th^ir opinions, being 
every moment interrupted by the cries of the people,* and 
the fhricks of the women, who lamented ihe lofs ol their 
hulbamis, children, or fathers- As the conduft of Fabius 
was now fully jufiified by the defeat of Terentius, his 
courWel was liftened to and followed. He advifed them 
to fend to ihe Appian and Latin Ways, bor/emen well 
mounted, ^o learn from the fugitives the (late of affairs; 
what was become of the confuls; to what place the re- 
mains of the army had retired ; where Hannibal was en- 
camped; what he was doing ; and what he dcfigncd ip 
do: that the women fhould, by decree, be forbidden to 
appear in public, and difturb the city w ith their outcries 
and lamentations : that, when any courier arrived, he 
fhould be brought privately, and without any noife, to 
the pradibrs : and that no peifon fhould be fuffered to go 
out of the city, left it it fhoujd be deferted. This advica 
was applauded \ the crouds that filled the ftreets were 
difpcjfed ; and each fenator undertook to keep every thing 
quiet ill his Own neighbourhood Such was the litu^ 
tion of affairs, when a cAirier arrived from TereotiuB 
^ith letters, impprfing that the Roman army had been 
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d.efca^l^d; that -ffimillus was flaln; that Tercntiuswas atCa- 
nufium, employed in affcmbling the reriains of the troops ; 
that about ten th^fand men of diffbre-nt corps had joined 
him, moft of them without ofhcergj that Hannibal was 
ftill encamped at Cannae, and fcufy in fixing the ranfoms 
pf the prifoners he had taken. At the fame time a vefTel 
arrived from Sicily witl> letters frq’m the praetor Otacilius, 
acquainting the fenatc, that a Carthaginian fquadron was 
ravaging the coafl of Syracuse, and waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to make a cfefcent. The confeript fathers, in the 
jnidfl of thefe perplexities, behaved with incredible con- 
(lancy, and, afl’embling daily, made the nccelfary pre- 
parations for the defence both of Italy and Sicily*., 

Marcellus, a hero already honoured With an extraordi- 
nary tritimph, for having defeated the Gauls, and killed 
|beir king in fmgle combat, had been appointed pra:tor 
of Sicily, and was now employed in equipping a fleet at 
Oflia. But the fenate ordered him from thence into 
Apulia, to take the command of the army at Canufium, 
jn the room of Varro, who was recalled. Marcellus, pur- 
fuant to his orders, fet out immediately for Rome, and 
from thence repaired to Canufium, where he found a 
body of about fourteen thoufand men. Upon his arrival 
Varro left Canufium, and returned to^Rome (R.). 

As the prefeiit fituation of affairs required an abfolute 
magiftrate, the fenators, of their own authority, appoint- 
ed M. Junius Pera, who had borne the offices of prsetor, 
cenfor, and conful, to be diftator ; and he chofe Tib. 
Sempronius Gracchus for his general of the horfe. Ju- 
nius made it his whole bufinefs to put the army in a con- 
dition to oppofc the vi£Iorious enemy. All the young 
Romans, above feventeen years of age, were obliged to 
enlifl themfelves ; as were alfo thofe who had already 
ierved their legal time. By thefe means four legions, 
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and ten thoufand^. hbrfe, were f6o?ri I'ai&d in thi^ city. 
The allies of Rome, the colonicfej aii^. municipia, 
fumifhed their contingents, as ufuaiP To thefe U^erfe 
added, out of the great number of Hived in Rome, eight 
thoufand of the youngeft and ftrongeft. The republic 
purchafed them oi thevr mailers, but did not oblige them 
to ferve without their own confent, which they gave, 
when afked, by anfwering, Void, / am witling ; whence 
they were called volbnes, to diftingujlh them from the 
Other corps by a name Icfs odious than that of Haves. As 
the Romans, after the lofs of fo many baltlcs, had no 
fwords, darts, or bucklers, left in their magazines, the 
volones were fugplied with the arms which had been 
formerly taken from the enemy, and hung up in^he pub^ 
lie porticoes and temples. The finances df Rdtne were 
no lefs exhauded ; but this defecl was fu(i')pliCd by tMfe 
liberality of her citizens. The fenators, fhewing thC ex- 
ample, were followed firft by the knights, and afterwards 
by all the tribes, who, ftripping themfelvcS Qf all the gold 
they had, brought it to the public treafury. As fdl the 
filver coin, it was now for the firft time alloyed with cop- 
per, and the value of it raifed 

In the mean time Hannibal, wantlrtg mortey, gave the 
Roman prifoners kave to redeem t^iemf^lves. The ran- 
fom of each horfemen he fixed at five hundred denarii, 
that is, fixtcen pounds two fliillings and eleven pence ; that 
of each foot-foldier at three hundred, and of each flavc 
at one hundred. As for the allies of Rome^ ndtwith- 
ftanding his want of money, he difmifled them, agreeable 
to his former psadlice, without ranfom. The Roman 
captives agreed to fend ten of their body to negotiate 
their redemption at Rome ; and Hannibal required no 
other fee urity for their return, but their oath. Cartbalo 
Wras Cent at the head of them lo make propofals of peace 
to the republic, which Hannibal imagined fhc would be 
glad to purchafe at any latc : but, upon the firft report 
of Caitbilo^s ariival to treat of a peace, the dictator font 
a lidor tohim, commanding hirti forthwith td iljiiit the 
Roman temtory. As for the ton depuifes, the fenafd, 
Confidieritig theht as foreigners fince their captivity, did 
not fuffiiV them td enter the city, but nriet them without 
jthe walls, to hear what they had to offer In behalf of 
ihenffelves, and their fellow-captives. After a warm de- 
bate, it was refolved, that no money (hould be expended 

* ^ Liv. lib. xxU. cap. 57, 5!* Pluti in Fab, Fldn lib, il. 
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for Ae redeniption, of tbofe unhappy men, who, it Was 
pr£:C£nd€dy the part nf cowards, in not retiring 

>vltli their , fell (^-foldiers to Canunum. The prifoners 
being thus left to the mercy of the Carthagiiiians, he fent 
the inofl confiderable to Carthage, and of the reft made 
gladiators, obliging them to hght with one another, even 
relations with relations; for the entertainment of his 
troops . • 

At length Hannibal left Cannae, and took his route to- 
wards Compfa, a city of the Hirpini, near the head of 
the Aufidus, which furrendered to him, and was the firft 
that fell olF frorji the Romans. From thence he turned 
towards Capua, the inhabitants of which city, thinking 
the ti^ie now corrre to fhake off the Roman yoke, and 
recover them ancient liberty," fent deputies to treat with 
Hannibal, who promifed them an entire liberty and in- 
dependence. He, moreover, agreed to put into their 
hands four hundred Roman knights, to be exchanged with 
the fame number of Capuan youths that were in the fer-’ 
vice of Rome^ Upon thefe conditions the Capuans fur- 
rendered their- city to Hannibal. As to the Roman ^ar- 
rifon, the people contrived to fliut them up in the public 
baths, where they were fuffocated. When Hannibal 
made his entry, all' the people crowded to meet him, ex- 
cept'Decius Magius, a friend of the R.omans, and a (imalJ 
number of the nobility, among whom was Perola, the 
fon of Pacuvius, who had been the chief* author of the 
revolt. Perola was afterwards obliged by His father to 
pay his homage to Hannibal •, but as he had imbibed the 
fentiments of Magius, he afterwards formed a dcfign to 
ftab the Carthaginian general at an entertainment. But 
pacuvius, to whom he imparted his intention, in hopc« 
of gaining his confent, diffuaded him from it ; and Han- 
nibal efcaped this danger. Next day the fenate of Capua 
being aflembled, Hannibal complained to them of the dif- 
affedfion of Magius, who was thereupon delivered up to 
hiiT> loaden with irons, and by his orders put on board a 
Ihip bound* for Carthage. The veflel being driven by a 
ftornr into the port of Cyrene,- a city belonging to the 
king of Egypt, the illuftrious prifoner ran and embraced 
the ftatue qf Ptolemy Philopator. The Carthaginians not 
flaring to drag him from that fandfuary, he appealed tp 
the king, and was conducted to Alexandria, where Plo- 
lemy received him with great humanity, and gave him 

f Livi.lib, xxiii, cap, 
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leave to return either to Capua, or toRdfnej^but he chofc 
to continue at Alexandria, under ^thc prOtfi^Rign of his 
deliverer ' • It ♦ f 

Hannibal difpatched his brother Mago to give an ac- 
count at Carthage of his fuccefs. He acquainted the fe- 
iiate, that Hannibal, irt fix pitched battle^, had killed two 
hundred thoufand Romans, and taken fifty thoufand pri- 
foners j and that the Apulians, Brutians, Ludanians, and 
Campanians, had fubmitted to the* Carthaginian domi- 
nion. So much good fortune feemed incredible ; and 
Mago was not believed, till he gave a glaring proof of it, 
by fpreading abroad in the fenate-houfe a buflicl of rings, 
taken from the Roman knights arid fenatora. Having 
thus prepoffelTed the fenate in* favour of his brother, he 
proceeded to folicit fuccours for him, that he might he 
enabled to carry on fo fucccfsful a war. The requefl: was 
approved, and the Barcan faftion triumphed. Himilco, 
the head of it, turning to Hanno, as it ^^'t^re to infult 
him, “ Well, (faid he), haa the war turned to the difad- 
x^antage of our country? Mutl we deliver up Hannibal to 
the Romans ?” 

Hanno, notwithftanding thefe flattering appearances, 
madfe a very fenfible fpecrh, recommending peace wdth 
the Romans, who, notwdchftanding all thofe defeats, had 
as yet betrayed no figns of defpondency, nor made the 
leaft advance towards a fubmiflion to the vidlor. Bur, 
maugre all his remonftrances, an immediate fupply of 
four thoufand Nuinidians, forty elephants, and a thoii- 
faiid talents of filvcr, were, by a plurality of voices, de- 
creed for the army in Italy ^ 

At the fame time, a commiflioner was fent with Mago 
into Spain, with powers to raife levies, to be equally di- 
vided between the Carthaginian armies in Spain and Italy. 
Afdrubal, who had juft obtained a fignal viQory over the 
revolted Spaniards, and fubdued the country of the Car- 
petani, was ordered to leave Spain, and march with his 
arnjy to the alTiftaiice of bis brother in Italy. In his room 
Himiko was fent into Spaii\, with a competent army,' and 
a fufficient number of gallics, to maintain the domir\ioii 
of the feas. In the mean timp the two Scipios, hearing 
that AfdrubaJ was advancing towards the Iberus, in his 
vvay to the Pyrenees, and knowing of what dangerous 
confeqqences it would be for Rome, that Hannibal fliould 

^ Plut. in Hannibal. Liv. lib. xxlii. cap. 1— □. e Liv. 
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receive fo ftrong a reinforcementi rcfblved to oppofe*tiIs 
pafTage. With^thisn^iew they pafled that river; and, hav- 
inglDrought Afdrubal to a general engagement, gained, a hutiidi- 
victory, which prevented the Carthaginian for fonie years Jeaitd in 
^rom penetrating into Italy. Thus the two Scipios, by Spain by 
their viftories, and prudent conduft, in Spain, made 
Rome amends fOr the Ioffes fhe fuflaincd in Italy ^ SzipiQu 

The dictator Junius, and the fenate, encouraged by the * 
news they received from Spain, carried on their prepara- 
tions for the next campaign with great expedition, while 
Hannibal was lofing his time at Capua, captivated with 
\hc bewitching pleafures of that place. The dilator re- Criminah^ 
leafed from prifon all criminals, and perfons confined for and pri^ 
debt, who were willing, to enlift thcmfelves. . Of thefe fonerjfor 
he formed a body of fix thoufand foot, armed with the 
broad fwords and bucklers which had been formerly taken * 

from the Gauls. Then the Roman army, to the num- 
ber of about twenty-five thoufand men, connpofed, of 
citizens, flaves, and criminals, marched out of Rome, 
under the command of th'fe diftator The remains of 
Varro’s army, about fifteen thoufand men, were kept by 
Marccllus at Cafilinum, in readinefs to march whenever 
there Ihould be occafion. At length Hannibal be^n to 
move from Cvipua, in order to fubdue the reft of Campa- 
nia ; he made.’ a fruillefs attempt upon Neapolis, and 
then turned towards Nola ; but the inhabitants of,, that 
city were kept ftcady by the prefence of Marcellus, who, 
leaving Cafilinum, paffed the Vulturnus» croffed the , 
mountains of Sbeffala with incredible expedition, and un- 
^ expectedly appeared before Nola Then the Carthagi- 
nian, after having made another unfuccefsful attempt 
upon Neapolis, fell upon Nuceria, which, for U'^nc of* Hanmha! 
provifions, was obliged to capitulate. From Nuceria he 
returned to Nola, with a deftgn to befiege it, Marcellus 
having fhut himfclf up in the place with all his troops. 

The inhabitants were much inclined , to favour Hanni- 
bal ; and their affeCtion for the Carthaginian w'as qherifhed 
by a young man of known valour, and great intereft 
among the people, named Bantius. He had ferved in the 
Roman armies with credit, and fignalized himfelf at the 
battle of Cannae, fighting near the conful ^milius, till, 
being covered with wounds, he dropped down on the 
field of battle, where he was found next day, and brought 


f Liv. lib. xxiii. cap. z6, ay. 
ibid. 
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to Ha^ibal. As none, of his wounds proved inortal^ 
Haanibal, imderftanding that he was a native of Nola, 
took great care of him, and, when he was cured, fent 
him home without ranfom. This generofity had its due 
cffefl on the of Eantius. He returned to 

wholly in the Carthaginian intcreft, and griped over' many 
of the thief citizens to his party. Marcellus could have 
cafily deftroyed him^ but he chofc rather to gi ’n him 
over- One day, when he came to wait on Mnr(!‘ellus, 
the Roman, pretending not to knoM' him, a’" id .is yiame. 

“ My name (replicil the yonng .. .1^ ' avilii a great deal 
of modefty) is L n itiiis. “ W '■ ' r.i _ m*;- ^he ftmous 

BantiuSi (anfwcied the gen • >i; in ai 

Rome? 1 have often heanl i. a . i. ' dt 

that a Roman conful f 11 into c enemy', i. xl 

much blood did you lofe in cntie.nou: ii^ f. 

What pleafure is it to me, to fee ami embr ee ^ iiave 
man, who does honour to his country .. i, ^ be the 
means of faving Rome Then Marcellus to embraces ^ 
added prefents, and rekin riled* in his heart his attach- 
ment to Rome. The recovery of this man brought many 
•Holaps over to Marcellus, who was informed by them of 
all thc^crets of th^ Carthaginian party ^ 

This was the fituation of affairs at Nola, when Hanni- 
bal appeared before it, not doubting that he fhould foon 
become mafter of a place, ill which he had all the popu- 
lace, and molt of the nobility, on his fitlc. But Marcel* 
lus having, by found of t’'uiTi|jet, lorhid cf the citi'* 

; . . zeus to approach the rai priitb, ur even \r-\ rlm’r houfes, 

tMircellus death, fallied out at thr fever,*! ga.es, fell 

an unexpe£ledly upon Hann’bal, five *.io .i* > of his 

rpen, and obliged the rtlt to retire in confulion this 
Han- which revived the courngc of the Romans, by^ 

fhjcwuvg^ them that Hannibal was not invincible, the ntim- ^ 
ber of the killed on the fide of the Romans amounted 
only to five hundred. This check was a fenfible morti- 
fication to Hannibal, who thereupon left Nola, and 
marched to Acerrae, a fmall cky in that neighbourhood i 
but the Acerrani^ upon hift approach, abandoned their 
houfes^ and retired, with their moft valuable efFod^s, to 
ihofc ctjtics 'm Campani^^which continued faithful to the - 
Romany. 

. £9iftbaginian»,. having uiade bjmfelf mailer of 
empty city of Acerrse, in order to recover his reputation, 

* ' ULiv< lib. itxlii. cap. 15, 17, 18. Plot, in Marcclh 
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ftitJertook the fiege of Cafillnum, a ftrong to^n on Ae Hannihat 
banks of the Vulturnus., thinking it was garrifoned by 
Campanians; but a body of Pr^eneftines, having found •^^''*** 
the inhabitants, as they paflcd through their city, waver- 
ing in' their fidelity to Rome, maffacred them in the 
night, and poflcffed themfelves of the walls. Thefe had 
been afterwards reinforced by about four hundred Peru- 
fians from Uinruria, and a fmali nwmber of Latins and 
Pionian-s. il ' y were ail men oi iTfavery and refolu- 
tion, they nil inch a vl . deience, that Hannibal 
was obh}wd , -.-.lei .fa-cels aitf ropts, to turn the Turns tk§ 

fif^c iiiio li b-c, K e , ' 'vii-g thcrciurc l.rt pari of his {nto m 

^reuns, in ' ’ w ;. e*- r )w approached, lie quar- 

tcre-1 ■, . 'bba-: . .,fl oper places of Campa- 

o/ j !: ‘ '■ . ij'«- I ''-.jeore h, the voluptuous city 

V. , . di; i: a relifa for-pleafure, which Hannihai 

broi e'*. a -..cei vt ith the reft of mankind. The enervates 

Ids he lb. 1 Of,-. , L ‘I (> n(' cJleminate life, the more he 
now indulge d 'birJelF in it, f,>endiiig moft part of his 
time in feaitnig and revelling with the Capuan w'otnen. 

He was more frequently leeiij fays Valerius Maximus 
among the young debaueheCvS, in a public place called 
iieplaha, than In his camp before Cafilinum. Seplafia 
w^as a public place in Capua, whither all the debauchees 
reforted •, and any Roman, for barely appearirfg in rit, 
would )iave been counted infamous h Thus Capua 
proved more fatal to Hannibal than Cgnna^ to the Ro- 
mans. Aii :h.’ jnc cits rep.'jach him more for the life 
he led at Car 1 .*^ th.ri tor In^ ic-vioi- ncgleHed to befiege 
K ;mc' af r c bu.il. d* tp e. d'he example of the 
gemra' nbe a,: . . _ fci I'c ^ •, inlomucb that, w^hen he led 
rlieni . 1 ;' ' ni tu * fp-iicg to the liege of Cafilinum, he 
fouiid rl. h ,Lc ‘red, and impatient of military toils. 

Iliey vver . iOtiovi „ ‘ by troops of diflplute women j and, 
thinking it a h ndlhip to liv^ in tents,# they deferted in 
crowds, and ruiurntd to Capua, and the other places in 
Campania, where they had. fpent the wnnter fo much ta 
their latisfadtiun. Hannibal, inflead of attempting to 
Rorm the beheged town, endeavoured to reduce it by fa- 
mine ; and indeed the garrifon w'as brought to the ut- 
moft extremltyTor want of provifions. Two Roman a r- 
nijes were within reach of the place, but neither in a 
condition to relieve it- The diftator Junius was foon rc» 
called to Rome, to.^onfult new aufpices ; and had forbid^ 

1 Vide Cici in Fifonem; 

btforti 
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^ before Ki^ departure, Sempronius, his general of the 

horft^ to undertake any thing dijiring his abfenec. The 
* brave Mar eel! us was willing tb relieve the befieged at all 
events; but ^he inhabitants of Nola would not fuffer him 
to leave them, imagining, that the blockade of Cafiiinum 
^ was only a feint, and that Hannibal^s real aiip was to re- 

duce their city. 

Brave (fe- ^he mean timlj the gafrifon of Cafiiinum were 

fincevf the fcarce able to carry their arms : many of them, to avoid 
garrijon o/ perilhing with hunger, or falling intb Hannibars hands, 
a^fihnum. an end to their unhappy lives. Sempronius, greatly 

* * aflefted with their diftrefs, endeavoured to relieve them, 

by rtirowing firll barrels of meal, and afterwards nuts, 
into the Vulturiius, which ran through the toWn. This 
artifice being difcoverecl, and all me' Sods of fupplying 
the city entirely ftopped, Hannibal fummoned the garri- 
fon to furrender ; but thofe brave men, preferring death 
lo flavery, would not hearken to his fummons, though 
their hunger did not foffer them to fpare any animal 
Reduced whatfoever; not even rats ; at length they pulled off the 
to the uu Ikins of their bucklers, foftenfed them in water, and. lived 
mjift txtn- up()p[i them with gi^eat frugaility*^ laltly, to give the enemy 
a proof of their cdhftan’cy and refolution, they plowed up 
the ground near their houfes, and fowed it with pulfc. 
When Hannibal heard this circumftance, he cried out, 
“ Wliat, then ! do the befieged defign to keep me here 
Ohlt^edto their feed iscome to maturity From that time he 
(iifniulate,‘ fhewed himfelf inclined to confent to a capitulation, 
which was foon agreed to by both parties, on this condi- 
tion, that the freemen fhould be allowed to march out of 
the town, upon their paying feven ounces of gold a-hcad ™. 
Thus Hannibal made himiyf mailer of Cafiiinum, ^fter a 
long blockade, during which the Praencllines and Peru- 
lians exhibited proofs of aftohiflting refolutiom The in- 
habitants of Petilfe, a eity ilfShe country of the Brutians, 
which Hannibal be/fcget^nlixt, gave him as much trouble 
Petiha as the garrifonof Cafiiinum j but was taken at laft, the Ro- 

likeuitfe mans not being in a condition to fend them fuccours 

uken. part, of the Roman nobility had loft their lives 

hi the wai^ the Senators began to think of fiHing up the va- 
cant places inidie fenatc y and, becaufc thcr^ were then no 
confers, they ordered Tcrcntiiis Varro. to nominate fome 
perfOi|J> who had been formerly cenfor, to be a feebnd dic- 
tator! wbofe o^ce ihould be wholly, confined to this prc 3 -< 
vi^. Terentius, named M. Fabius Buteo, the oldeft of 

, . » Liv. lib. xxiii, cap. 19. ' ^ Ibid, caps to. 
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the former cenforsj hut did not allow him rl general of 
the horfe. Fabius difcharged his office with great pru- 
dence ; for he firft chofe to the fenatorial dignity^ all thofe, 
who, fince the laft cenfors, had obtained curjjl'e nragHlra- 
cies ; then thofe, without exception, who hail been tri- 
bunes of the people, plebeian ^ediles, or qua iluis ; and 
laftly, fuch as had diftingui(licd thcmfelves in the army, 
or obtained any military rewards from their generals. 
Thus a hundred and feventy-feven new fenators were creat- 
ed without jealoufy, comfrlaints, or contention; and the 
dictator had no fooner read the lift to the people than 
he abdicated his dignity, highly applauded by all ranks of 
men 

The fenate being thus filled up, the next bufinefs was 
to choofe confuls for the enfuing year. iSempronius Grac- 
chus, general of horfe to the dijClator Junius, and Pollhil- 
mius Albinus, who commanded a body of troops in Cifal- 
pine Gaul, were raifed to the confulate. After the elec- 
tion of the confuls, the praetors, and other ofticers of 
ftate, were appointed *, but in all tbefe promotions Mar- 
cellas, notwitliftanding the glory he had lately acquired, 
was entirely forgot, through the jealoufy, as fome wri- 
ters conjefture, of the dictator Junius, who prefided at 
the election of the new magiftrates. The elections being 
over, the dictator returned to bis camp ; but the confi^l 
Sempronius continued in Rome to regulate with the fe- 
nate the operations of the approaching campaign. In 
the mean news were brought to Rome, that Poll- 

humius Albinus, who was juft raifed to the conful.ite a 
third time, had been cut off with alibis army by the Boii 
in a vaft foreft, called by the Gauls, the foreft of Litaiia,- 
which he had been obliged to crofs. Upon this intelli- 
gence the conful Sempronius, having allembled the fe- 
nate, endeavoured to raife their dejected fpirits, adviling 
them, among other things, to withdraw all their forces 
from Gaul and other countries, and employ them againft 
Hannibal, the fource of all their evils. If we can dri\"e 
Hannibal out of Italy, (faid he), the rebellious nations 
will be foon reduced.” This advice was followed, and 
all the troops of the republic ordered into the provinces 
near Hannibal. The army which the dictator Junius had 
commanded was given to the conful Sempronius. Mar-* 
ceUus’a army, which confifted of thofe who had efcaped 

^ Liv. lib. xxiii. cap, 2 z, 13 . 
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the gicneral flaughler at Cannae, .was commanded into Si- 
cily, to continue there as long as the war (hould laft in 
Italy. In exchange for them, the two legions, which had 
hitherto fenred in Sicily, were ordered to Italy, to ferve 
under the conful, whom the centuries were foon to ap- 
point in the room of Pofthutnius, who had been killed by 
the Boii. Terentius Varro, notwithdandiiig his late 
mifeonduftj was entrufted with the command of an army 
in Apulia, with the charafler qf proconful 

When the time came for Healing a new conful, the 
tribes unanimoufly chofe Marceltus, notwithdanding the 
intrigues of Sempronius, whoj fearing he might be eclipf- 
ed by the extraordinary merit of that great man, had kept 
him out of the way. However, a dorm, attended with 
dreadful claps of thundei^ happening to rife during the 
affembly, it is incredible with what greedinefs the augurs 
feized this accident, to declare, that the ele^ion of Mar- 
cellus was not agreeable to the gods. Marcellus was a 
plebeian, as was alfo his colleague Sempronius ; and the 
patrician 6, unwilling to fee two plebeians confuls at the 
fame time, influenced the augurs to pronounce the elec- 
tion of MarcelUis difagreeable to the gods* But the peo- 
ple would not have acquiefeed in the declaration of the 
augurs, had not Marcellus (hewed himfelf on this occaHon 
as zealous a republican as he was a great commander ; for 
he refufed to accept the fafees, though offered him by the 
body of the people ; faying, that he had rather lead a 

f nivate life than enjoy the greateft honours in the repub- 
ic, contrary to the will of the gods, and the inclination 
of any of his fellow-citizens. The famous Fabius Maxi- 
mus was chofen in his room, and raifed a third time to 
the confulatc 

While the republic was bufy in making thefe eleAions, 
and preparations for purfuing the war, Hannibal made 
himfelf mailer of Confenda bn the Crathis, of Crotona, 
Locri, and fevcral other cities in Great Greece. The 
Romans, therefore, took the field. Fabius put himfelf 
at the head of thofe troops which the late diQator had 
commanded. Sempronius took the command of the new 
levies made at Rome, confliling moftlyof (laves, to whom 
were added twenty-five thoufand auxiliaries. The prxtor 
L^vinus was ordered to cover Apulia with two legions. 

n Liv. lib, xxiii. cap. 24. sc. * Liv, ibid. cap. 31. Piut. 
in Marcell. • ^ 
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Marcellus was appointed to command the troops with 
which he had defended Nola; but fuch among them as 
had cfcaped from the battle of Cannae, were fent over to 
Sicily, their room being fupplied by two legions from that 
ifland. Laftly, Terentius Varro led an army into Pice- 
num to defend that country, and raife recruits. 

Campania being now the feat of war, the Campanians, 
who had efpoufed the caufe of Hannibal, raifed an army 
of fourteen thoufand men, and put Marius Alfius at the 
head of it. His firft attempt was upon the city of Cu- 
m?e, which adhered to the Romans. The Cumsean fena- 
tors, and thofe of the other cities of Campania, iifed an- 
nually to meet at a place called Hama:, not far from 
CumTC, to perform a folemn facrifice, and deliberate upon 
the general affairs of the province. Alfius formed a ‘Theconful 
feheme for furprifing on this occalion the fenators of 
Cumx; but they fufpefting his defign, gave notice of it *Campa- 
to the confiil Sempronius, who, as he lay within fix niafis. 
miles of them, attacked the Campanian army in the 
night, killed two thoufand, among whom was their 
leader Alfius, and put the reft to flight. However, as 
Hannibal was not far diftant, Sempronius, unwilling to 
expofe his unexperienced troops to the danger of a battle, 
immediately retired, and ftiut himfelf up in Cumx, which 
Hannibal inverted j but was obliged to raife the fiegt?, 
after he had loft thirteen hundred men in that unfuc- 
cefsful attempt. At the fame another Sempronius, 
furnamed Longus, who comqaanded a body of troops in 
Lucania, gained a confiderable viftory over Hanno ; and 
LxvinUs retook three cities in the country of the Hir- 
pini, which had revolted to Hannibal p. During thefe Alliance 
t anfiiftions, ambaffadors from Philip king of Macedon 
to Hannibal being intercepted, and fent to Rome, the ^aadln 
fenate found, that a treaty of alliance often five and de- and Han- 
fenfive was aftually concluded between the Macedonian mbal. 
and Carthaginian. In order, therefore, to keep the for- 
mer out of Italy, Laevinus viras ordered to embark atTa- 
rentum, fail for Macedon, and find king Philip employ- 
ment at home. 

Fabius, who had hitherto continued quiet in his camp 
at Cale, being apprifed that his rival's remiffnefs was not 
feigned, as he had imagined, but real, boldly pafttd the 
Vulturnus, and, crofting a large plain near Mount Tifata, 

P Liv. lib. xxiii. cap, 33, 35. 
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ofi which Hannibal was encamped, joined his colleague 
Stmpronius at Cumx. On the other hand Maiccllus, 
who was encamped at Nola, made daily incurfions into 
thQ country of the Hirpini and Samnitcs, who had revolted 
to Hannibal, committing dreadful devaftations. The 
Samnites, furprifed to find Hannibal fo inadlive, and fo 
little zealous in their defence, fent'deputies, and, by their 
repeated complaints, prevailed upon him to come to their 
afliftance. Upon his approach Marcellus retired behind 
walls of Nola, which Hannibal immediately Invefted 
tianmba! whole army. After he had, for fome days, bat- 

tered the walls with incredible fury, Marcellus, thinking 
it lefs dangerous to engage the enemy in the open field 
than in the narrow ftreets of Nola, the walls being already 
half ruined, refolved to put the whole to the iflue of a 
general aflion. Accordingly he marched out with his 
men in good order 5 ^d, after having obliged the Cartha- 
ginians, who were carrying on the fiege, to retire to their 
camp, which was about a mile from the city, he formed 
his fmall army in the plain between it and the Carthagi- 
nian camp, Hannibal could not perfuade himfelf that 
Marcellus, whofe forces were fo much inferior in number 
to his own, really defigned to hazard a battle; however, 
after having encouraged his men with a fhort harangue, 
in which he treated the Romans with the utmofl: con- 
tempt, he advanced boldly, not doubting but the enemy 
would retire, at the fight of his army in battalia, behind 
the walls of the city. He was, therefore, greatly fur- 
prifed, wTen he faw the Homans not only hand their 
ground, but, at the very firft onfet, put his advanced 
guard into diforder. Marcellus had armed his infantry 
with long pikes, ufed only at Tea, and chiefly in boarding 
fhips, and taught them how to manage this new kind of 
MarciUus weapon, in order to keep the enemy at a diflance fo 
{defeats that the Carthaginians, who* carried only fhort javelins, 
Hannibal finding it impofllble to hurt the Romans, while they 
^hattlt ^ ^ themfelves were pieredd through with their long pikes, 
began to retire, and to fave themfelves by flight to their 
camp, Marcdlus purfued them clofe, killed five thou- 
fand) and Cook fix hundred prifoners, nineteen ftandards, 
and two elephants, which, with fome others, had been 
' . lately fent from Carthage. MarcellUsdoft about a thou- 

fand men, who were trod down by the Numidian horfe, 
headed by Hanuibal in perfon 
' k 

<1 Liv> IHiii xxiii. cap. 4Si 4^- 


The 



469 


The Roman Hijlory. 

The Romans, encouraged by this advantage, afked 
leave of their general to attack Hannibal’s camp ; but the 
wife Marcellus, without -.ittcnding to their rcquelt, foiiiul- 
ed a retreat, and returned to Nola, which he entered 
amidft the acclamations of the citizens. After this de- 
feat, Hannibal had the farther mortification to he aban- 
doned by twelve hundred and feventy-two of his heft 
horfe, partly Spaniards and partly Nuinidinns, Avho had 
eroded the Alps with him. Some difeontent was the oc- 
cafion of their defertlonj but they gave out, that the 
eftcem they had conceived for the Romans indiued them 
to quit the ferviee of their enemies. Be that as it will, 
they continuL’d ever after faithful to the republic, and did 
her important fcrvices; for which they were, in their old 
age, rewarded with lands in their own countries, when 
the Homans had conquered Africa and .Spain. Hannibal 
was lo touched with the reproach whirh this defci tiou of 
his old companions in viclory threw' upon him, that he left 
Campania, and, retiring into Apulia, encamped near 
Arpi. He was no fooner gone than Fabins, drawijig 
near to Capua, laid w'aftethe wdiole country about it, anti 
then encamped at SuclTula, within reach of Naples and 
Nola, in order to fuecoiir them in cafe they fhonld he 
attacked. Winter approaching, Fahius, cither out of 
jealuiify, or to IclTcn the expencea of the republic, ordei*^d 
Marcellus to difband his army, and to leave in Nola only 
a fufFicient gnrrifon to defend it. Marcellus obeyed, but 
did not go to Rome with his difhanded troops, choornig 
rather to ftay at Nola than to be importuned at Home by 
his friends, who were for his foliciting the confulatc in 
the next election. As he had contributed more tf) the 
glory of the republic, and the diferedit of Hannibal, than 
all the generals of Rome, or even Fabiiis, he was refolved 
to owe his promotion to his merit and fervices i and there- 
fore, difdaiiiing to offer himfelf as a candidate in the co- 
mitia, or to court the favour of the jKople, he Ipeiit the 
winter in tranquility at Nola 

During thefe tranfaftions in Italy, the praetor, Manlius 
Torquatus, defeated the Sardinians, who bad revolted, 
though alfifted by an army fent from Carthage, under 
the commanfi of Afdrubal, furnamed'the Bald ; he killed 
twelve thoufaiul of the enemy upon the fpot, took Afdru- 
bal, with Hanno and Mago, his (?hief oificcrs, prifoners, 

^ Liv. lib. cap- 46. Zonar. lib. ix. cap. 3. 
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and reduced the whole illand. The two Scipios were 
equally fuccefsful in ihcir wars in Spain, where, with an 
army only of fix teen thoufand men, they gained a viiilory 
over Afdrubal, whofe forces amounted to the number of 
fixty thoufand ^ But the accounts which the fenate re- 
ceived from Sicily, were not fo fatisfaflory. King Hiero, 
who had continued faithful to the republic for fifty years 
together, had lately ended his days, and was fucceeded 
by his grandfon, Hieronymus, who, having infulted the 
Roman ambafladors, made a treaty of alliance Muth the 
Carthaginians, and was entirely governed by their coun- 
fels. This defe£lion gave no fmall uneafinefs to the 
fenate, who ordered new levies to be raifed and fent into 
Sicily 

Mean while, the confular year being almofl: expired, Fa- 
bius retuined to Rome, to prefide at the ele£liun of the 
new confuls. On the day appointed the tribes afi'embled, 
and the majority of the firll tribe that voted, nominated 
to the confulfnip T. Otacilius and M. A.milius Regillus, 
both men of merit, but not of fuch abilities as the prefent 
neccflities required. Fabius, therefore, interrupting the 
eledlion for a fhort time, exhoited the tribes to choofe 
fuch confuls as they M^ould name, if they were to appoint 
two generals to give Hannibal battle. As to thofe they had 
already named, he told them, that he could not be fo par- 
tial to them, as to think them capable of oppofing with 
fuccefs, the crafty and experienced African. He then 
ordered the firfl: tribe to return to the voting-place, and 
give their fuffrages anew. Otacilius, who was nearly re- 
lated to Fabius, made, at firft, fome oppofition to this 
propofal ; but the’lidlors, furrounding him with their 
axes, foon forced him to be filent. Then the tribes una- 
nimoufly chofc Fabius himfelf, and Claudius- Marccllus, 
though abfent Rome had never feen two greater men 
together at the head of affairs. Fabius had, indeed, by 
an irregular method of proceeding, contributed to his 
own continuance in the confular dignity, contraty to law 
and cuftom ; but yet no one accufed him of ambitioif 
or tyranny, or imagined him actuated by any other mo- 
tive than that of zeal for his country. The firft ftep 
the new confuls took, was to raife fix legions, to be added 
to the twelve already on the eftablifhment- As the Sici- 
lian expedition feemedito require moll difpatch, Otacilius 

t Liv. lib. xxiii cap, z6. ■ Idem, lib, xxiv. cap. 4.-6. 

^ Idem ibid. cap. 8. 
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was ordered to embark with all expedition for that ifland. 

In order to equip a fleet for that fervice, each head of a 
family, worth from fifty thoufand to a hundred thoufand 
afes, was obliged to maintain a rower or Tailor, at hia 
own expence, for fix months ; and the more wealthy were 
taxed at three, five, or feven, in proportion to their riches. 

The fenators obliged themfelves to maintain eight men, 
each for one year; fo that a fleet was foon manned and 
equipped without being any ways chargeable to the re- 
public 

ddie Capuans, alarmed at the extraordinary number of Hannibal 
the forces of the republic commanded by fo many able ge- niumsiniw 
nerals, recalled Hannibal, who, quitting Apulia, and re- 
turning to his camp on Mount Tifata, ordeied Hanno, 
at the head of feventeen thoufand foot, and twelve hun- 
dred horfe, to feize Beneventum : but Sempronius, by 
the direddion of Fabius, having reached that city before 
the Carthaginian, made himfelf mailer of it, and then 
marched to meet Hanno, in order to give him battle. 
iSempronius’s army confifled moltly of volones ; and the 
general, in order to engage them to exert themfelves, 
promifed every man his freedom who Ihould bring off the 
head of an enemy, the fenate having impowered him to 
fet at liberty fuch Haves as he (hould find worthy of that- 
reward. No foldiers ever (hewed a greater eageincfs to 
engage an enemy than the volones did after Sempronius 
had made them this promife. They ranged themfelves 
round the prxtorium by break of day, foliciting the ge- 
neral to lead them againll the enemy, that they might de- 
liver themfelves from flavery either by death or viddory, 
Sempronius did not fuffer their ardour to cool, but ifiime- Sempronius 
di.Uely led them into a neighbouring plain, through which advances 
Hanno was to pafs, as Sempronius had been imformed, 
on his march to Beneventum, not knowing that the Ro- * 

mans were already mailers of that city. Accordingly, 
the Roman army were fcarce drawn up, when Hanno ap- 
peared at the head of feventeen thoufand foot, mollly 
Brutians and Lucanians, and twelve hundred Numidian 
horfe. 'Fhe Caithaginian advanced in good order into the 
plain, not doubting but he lliould foon put to the rout a 
handful of flaves accuftomed to tremble, as he told his 
foldiers, at the voice of their mailers. In the mean time 
the trumpets founded, and the attack began with incrc- 

Liv. lib. xxiv. cap. n- Vsl.Max. lib. v. cap. 6. 
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iliblc fury on both fides. The vnloiics [ought with ^rtMt 
bravery; but the promife Semproiiiiis miule them had like 
to have occafioned an entire defeat of his army. He had 
promifed liberty to fuch only as carried off tbe head of 
an enemy : as foon, therefore, as any of them liiid dif- 
patched his antagonid, he made it his wlnde bufinefs to 
cut ol7 his head, and loil a great deal of time in that, 
butchery. Behdes, the ardor oi tlinfe who hatl performed 
th e condition on which they were to obtain their liberty, 
immediately abated ; fo that .Senipronius was forced rn 
publifh a new declaration through all the ranks of his 
army, “ That none fliould obtain their liberty unlefs the 
Carthaginians were routed.” Upon this intimation the 
brave Haves renewed the fight with IrcOi vigour, and 
gained fo complete a vitlory, that fcarcc t\A’o thoufaml of 
the enemy efcaped. iSixtcen llioufand of them were killed 
either on the field of battle, or in the camp, which llic 
volones forced, after they driven them out of the plain. 
Four tlioufand of Sempronius’s Haves did not behave fo 
well as the reft, being afraid to purfue the enemy to their 
camp : thefe, afhamed of their cowardice, retired, after 
the battle, to a high mountain, for fear of becoming the 
jell of their companions. Sempronius fent a tribune to 
invite them back; and then, to perform bis promife, de- 
clared them all free without exception : however, to make 
fome diftinefion between the brave and the cnw nrds, he 
obliged the latter to take their meals fLanding, ail the 
time they were in the fervice 

In tlje mean time Hannibal, leaving bis camp on Mount 
Tifata, took his route to Nola, invited thither by tlie 
populace, who were ftill in his interdl:, in upiiofition to 
the fenate. Marcellus, receiving timely notice of his 
march, followed, and coming up with him near that city, 
killed two thoufand of his men, with the lofs only of four 
hundred. The Romans would, in all 'likeilhood, have 
given him a total overthrow, had Claudius Nero, whom 
the confulhad detached wdth a body of horfe to take a 
large coinpafs, and fall upon the Carthaginians in the rear 
during the action, come up in time. Marcellus Oifered 
Hannibal battle next day, but he declined it, and decamp- 
ed in the niglit, laying afide all thoughts of taking Nola, 
which had fo often proved fatal to his glory y. From Nola 
he led his army to Tarentum, where fome Tarentine pri- 


y Id, ibid. cap. 17. 
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fijtiers, wliom lie had formerly fciit home iviHiout ranfonii 
had engaged many young men in his iiUercft : but the 
proprxtor, Lxviiius, who guarded that coail, took fach ef- 
fectual meafures to prevent the dxfigiis of the fadjous, that 
the Carthaginian, being again difippointcd, abandoned the 
enterprize, and took the road to Salapia, a ei:y in Apulia, 
with a defign to fpend the winter there. As the feafon was 
not yet far advanced, Fabkis undertook the fiegc of Cafi- 
liniiin, w'hieh was garrifoned by two thoufand Campa- 
nians, and feven hundred Carthaginians, under the com- 
mand of a Capuan of diltinclioin named Statius Metius. 
dlie conful hail no fooner invellcd the place, than Ma- 
gius, prxtor oi Capua, which was but two miles from 
Cafili num, formed a llrong body of troops, and armed 
even the (laves, with a dc/ign to attack the Romans in 
their trenches. Fabius, receiving intelligence of thefe 
preparations, wrote CO his colleague Marcellus, either to 
come in perfon, or to fend the prxtor Sempronlus with 
two legions, to cover the fiege. In coiifequence of this 
demand, Maicellus, leaving only two thoufand men in 
Nola (for Hannibal was then in winter-quarters in Apu- 
lia.), marched with the reft of his army to join Fabius. 
And now' the two greateit generals of Rome aded together 
for the hril time, the one carrying on tlie fiege, and the 
otlier coiLM'ing it with an army, ready to engage H^inni- 
bal, or the Capuans, in cafe they fliould attempt to- re- 
lie\ c the place. 

d he garrifon made fo vigorous a defence, that Fabius, 
difcoLiraged by the liaily llaughter of Ids men, would 
have raifed the fiege, had not Marcellus prefied him to 
piiifue It ; an ad' ice which he followed with fueh vigour, 
rliat the Campanians, having loll all hopes of being re- 
lieved cither by Hannibal, or their pnetor Magitis, fent 
deputies to Fabius, alking leave to march out of the 
place, and return to Capua. The conful confented to what 
they alked, knowing it would not be long before the city 
fin rendered, wdien* defended only by a fmall number 
of Carthaginians ; but Marcellus, watching the time 
when the Campanians vverc to march out of the city, 
feized the gate before fifty of them were out, and en- 
tering the place, put all who oppofed him to the fword, 
without dillimflion. Thofe who threw down their arms, 
whether Capuans, or Carthaginians, were made prifoiiers 
of war, and fent to Rome, Marcellus pretending that he 
was not obliged to obferve the agreement made by his 
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colleaj^ue. Fablus, being now mafter of Cafilinum, laid 
wafle great part of Campania, killed, or took prifoners, 
near twenty-five thoufand men, made incurfions into 
Samnium, where he furprifed three hundred and feventy 
Roman deferters, and fent them to Rome, where they 
were firft beaten with rods, and then thrown down the 
Tarpeian rock. Fabius had alfo the fatisfaftion to hear, 
that his fon had gained great -honour in Apulia, where 
he took the city of Accua, almoft in fight of the Cartha- 
ginian army. Marcellus returned to Nola, where he -was 
feized with a diftemper which, for fome time, fufpended 
his martial ardor 

In the mean time Philip, king of Macedon, w^ho, as 
we have obferved above, had concluded an offenfive and 
defenfive alliance with Hannibal, began to move, and 
draw towards Italy. He firft laid fiege to Apollonia, a 
city at the head of the Adriatic fea \ but not fucceed- 
ing in that defign, he turned his arms againft Oricum. 
The inhabitants immediately fent notice of their danger 
to the prsEtor Lxvinus, who, in two days after the news, 
arrived in their neighbourhood. Finding the city already 
taken, he eafily recovered it; then formed a defign of 
furprifing the king of Macedon in his camp ; and exe- 
cuted it with fuch fuccefs, that Philip himfelf M^ould 
have fallen into the prxtoFs hands, had not a party of 
Macedonians carried him off, half-naked, to his fhips. 
Lxvinus killed about three thoufand Macedonians, and 
took near twice that number of prifoners. The Mace- 
donian fleet, which lay in the port of Oricum, being 
blocked up by the Roman navy, Philip was obliged to 
fet fire to his fhips, and return by land to his own terri- 
tories with the miferable remains of his fhattered army 
But Hannibal foon made himfelf amends for this difap- 
pointment on the fide of Macedon, by the troubles he 
found means to raife in Sicily ; where, after feverdl plots, 
counterplots, and affaffinations, Hippocrates, and Epicy- 
des, the two agents whom the Carthaginians had fent to 
make a treaty with king Hieronymus were by the Syra- 
cufans chofen into the college of prxtors ; fo that Syra- 
cufe, being now wholly devoted to the Carthaginian in- 
tereft, it was thought neceffary to fend Marcellus with 
his army from Nola to the affiflance of Claudius and 

y Liv, lib. xxiv. cap. 19. Plut. in Fab- * I.iv. lib. xxiv. 
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Lentulus, the two Roman prxtors in Sicily. As to the 
particulars of this expedition, we refer our readers to our 
hillory of Sicily. 

In Spain the two Sciplos gained great advantage over 
the Carthaginians, who, in two battles, loit above twen- 
ty thoufand men. The fruit of thefe fuccefl'es was the 
retaking of Saguntum, the city which had given rife to 
the war- The old inhabitants, of whom few were now 
alive, were rein (fated in their poflelhons ; and the Tur- 
detani, who had formerly joined Hannibal againft that 
faithful city, being obliged to furrender at diferetion, 
were made Haves, and fold by audtion \ 

^ Liv, lib. xxiv» cap 41. 
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